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CHILL FOR HOT-N-COLD DISKERS 


Theatre Guild's Milestone: Now In 4 


Projects (Legit, Pix, Radio, Tele); FAf 





Theatre Guild this week became+ 


organization in show biz 
to advertise shows simul- 
taneously for four major branches 
of the entertainment field—films, 
legit, radio and television. 

Already noted for its legit produc- 
tions and “Theatre Guild of the Air” 
radio show, the Guild this week en- 
tered tele via a dramatic show on 
WNBT (NBC, N. Y.) and teed off the 
advertising campaign on RKO’s 
“Mourning Becomes Electra,” in 
which it has a co-production affilia- 
tion. (Guild was also affiliated with 
J. Arthur Rank’s-United Artists’ 
“Henry V” but only as that picture’s 
sponsor for U. S. distribution). 

First Guild tele show was St. John | 
Ervine’s “John Ferguson.” (Re- 
viewed in television section), Sec- 
end is to be “Late George Apley,” 
stacring Leo G.. Carroll, which _ is 
tentatively scheduled for Dec. 8 air- 
ing over the NBC web. 

Guild decided to invade the video 
medium on the premise that tele is 
an extension of legit and radio and 


the - first 
history 


ising future, according to co-direc- 

tors Lawrence Langner and Theresa 

Helburn. In addition, they pointed 
(Continued on page 55) 


Vaude Comeback 
Seen by J.C. Stein 


Jules C. Stein, board chairman of 
Musie Corp. of - America, believes 
vaudeville has its best chance for a 
“comeback” of sorts since its demise 
nearly 20 years ago. He has seen 
manifestations thereof via increasing 
popularity of novelty turns in cafes 
and vaudfilmers, and ‘particularly in 
the recent “concert” one-nighters, 
which are glorified vaude dates at 
$2.40 and $3.60 top. .The boom 
grosses of hillbilly acts throughout 
including New York, 
where Ernest Tubbs chalked up 
around $8,000 in two nights of “con- 
cert” (vaude) at Carnegie Hall, and 
the bigger b.o. reception of per- 

(Continued on page 63) 


‘BRIGADOON’ REACHING 
1007, PROFIT MARK 


“Brigadoon” is reaching the 100% | 
profit mark on the $200,000 produc- 
tion, the backers having received the 
total amount of their investments 
last season. Since then eight profit 
checks have been disbursed, a ninth 
being reportedly due this week, 
which would mean the musical had 
earnd 90% of its cost, not counting 
the reserve fund. “Brigadoon” is in 
its 36th week and is regarded as cer- 
tain of spanning the season. 

Arrangement between Cheryl 
Crawford, the show’s producer, and 
the flock of backers calls for a 50-50 | 
sharing between herself and the 
angels. Disbursed profits amount to | 














| former 


‘Pug Biz No Racket,’ It 


Says Here in New Film 
Hollywood, Noy. 11. 

To counter seamy side of fight 

game depicted in “Body and Soul,” 

local boxing fraternity has formed 


Ringside Picture Productions for late | 


spring filming of “Stillman’s Gym.” 
Abraham Polonsky, scripter for 
“Body,” will do with the screenplay. 
Johnny Indrisano, Jack Roper and 
Dan Tobey, 
thesping in the Enterprise pic, are 
principals in the new producing out- 
fit. There'll be no intimations of 


| fixed fights or crooked managers in 


their film. 


Booking Dearth 





Favors Producers 


In Legit Deals. 


Most of Broadway legit theatres | 


are lighted but there are a few dark 
spots, in strong contrast to previous 
autumns, when there was a house 
shortage. So few new shows are in 


-sight that rigid booking requirements 


are reported changing in favor of 
producers. For vears most producers 
had to post a guarantee in cash for 
at least two weeks in order to obtain 
a booking contract, but theatre own- 
ers are said now to accept one week’s 
guarantee. Unless. more shows are 
(Continued on page 63) 


Non-Blacketeering, Short 
Bankroll Gamblers NG 


For Casino-Niteries 


Chicago, Nov. 11. 

Gambling casino operators are 
currently having a run of hard luck. 
The back-room operators are. re- 
ported taking it on the chin, hitting 
bigger losses than the orthodox run 
of nitery. Biggest lamentation comes 
from the fact that many are playing 
to $1 and $2 bettors, whereas during 
wartime this was a tip to the poor 
in the washroom. 

The casinos particuiarly miss the 
blacketeers and war con- 





tractors. 
with their own money, they're con- 
siderably more cautious. 

Bookers for gambling rooms say 


that once talent agencies know that | 


a performer is wanted 
gambling spot, the price goes up 
considerably. But they feel that 
they must get top names in order to 
entice trade, Furthermore, the casinos 
invariably run the dining rooms in 
the red. as another method of en- 
ticing trade 

Casinos have normally huge run- 


ining expenses, such as croupiers at 


$30 daily; laddermen to watch the 


$160,000, of which $80,000 went to the | operation of all tables, and of course 


(Continued on page 63) | 


the sundry payoffs. 


who experted the pug | 


Now that they’re playing | 


for a| 


TALENT NEEDS 
VENT HIT 


Ten years ago the accepted for- 
mula for b.o. success for a_ band, 
| singer, instrumental or vocal group 
| was one hit record. Later, the pub- 
lic became a little tougher to con- 
vince—two or three hits in succes- 
sion were needed to concrete the 
| path to b.o. stardom. Since the end 
| of the war, the public has taken a 
| “convince’me always” attitude. Cur- 
| rently, those disk hits have got to 
| keep coming or that b.o. power melts 
away like scrap wax in a reducing 
| vat. 

\° Recently, this has been painfully 
| proven to many disk names and one- 
night, location and ballroom opera- 
tors who have’continued to pay high 
prices for a b.o. rep that isn’t there. 
| And the reason for the lag is plain 
lonce their immediate . disk past 
is reviewed. Not one has had what 
| might be called a solid hit in six 
| months or more. 
Only Frankie Laine and Vic 
| Damone have followed up with hits 
| on top of the post-war clicks that 
' brought them to attention. Too 











(Continued on page 63) 





1,700 Songs Submitted 
To One Firm, Indicating 
Hectic Disking Pre-Ban 


As the Dec. 31 deadline for the 
stoppage of recording by the Ameri- 
can Federation of Musicians draws 
closer, major disk companies are be- 
ing increasingly swamped by music 
publishers and writers of new tunes. 
Task of the recording and tune- 
assignment executives of the various 
companies is cited by the case of 
one of them; he has had submitted 
almost 700 new pop tunes and an 
estimated 1,000 standards. 

Most of these tunes are being 

(Continued on page 62) 








Bread cast upon the waters by the 
film industry may come back cake. 
|Greek Relief campaign, in which 
|picture people played a major part 
jlast year, brought so much grati- 
tude from the government that a 
‘special effort is being made to in- 
sure remittances of U. S. film rent- 
‘als, despite the dollar shortage. 
| Greece cut off American film pay- 
|ments last November and made one 
|additional payment Jast spring. It 
}now appears likely that the gov- 
| (Continued on page 60) 














Tops of the Tops: 
Top Sheet Music Seller 
“Near You” 

Top “Most Requested” Disk 
“Near You” — 

Top Seller on Coin Machines 
“Near You” 

Top British Sheet Seller 
“Now Is the Hour” 
(Details in Music Section) 





many others are riding along the | 


GREEKS’ GRATITUDE MAY 
REINSTATE PAYOFF IN $ 


| 


| 





| of. Charles 


Hope-Luckman Blowup Seen Due To 
Comic’s Trip O Seas; Other Deals Pend 


Hollywood, Nov. 11. 
| Bob Hope and Charlies Luckman 
are feudin’ and fussin’ again and this 
time it’s said to be serious enough 
: to explode in their collective faces. 
writii a para Nov. fy |Crux of the whole dispute this time 
Wham A. hearst, now crusacing |i; that Luckman just doesn’t like the 
against decadent ‘Communistic | idea of Hope doing two and possible 
Hollywood, has gone right down the | three Pepsodent broadcasts from out 
line and from now on all “cheese- of the country. That he’ll be one 
cake shots te out: Oly gals with | of the top entertainers at the Com- 
high neckline will be featured on | and Performance and attend the 
the pic pages, Papers were formerly royal nuptials didn’t seem to impress 
noted for their use of leg art. the headman’ of Lever Bros. one 
Hearst also has a ban on pictures whit. For what he’s paying him, 
Chaplin, although run- Luckman reasons, he should stay put 





‘Cheesecake’ Decadent; 
Hearst Press Nixes It 











The scarfaced thug with the 
shoulder holster. and his minx-eyed 
moll are getting a rougher recep- 
tion on film abroad these days than 
their real-life counterparts got from 
the FBI a dozen years ago. Foreign 
censors are riddling the tough guy 
pix faster than a G-man with a 
tommy gun, - 

Which means that crime films are 
soon going to be faced with getting 
their entire income out of the U. S. 
Not only are they sufferif#g the 

(Continued on page 63) 








ning ads of “Monsieur Verdoux.” and not gamble with the elements 
. ardous at best. 
Forel ( nt In his efforts to appease Luck- 
onl e sors man, the comic even went so far as 
to have NBC accept transcribed 
a al R h weather go bad or facilities break 
e oug ll down. Luckman still shook his head 
negatively. Hope told him it was 
too late to back down now and that, 
| feeis about it, he’ll be in London for 
the two big events. That didn’t mol- 
lify Luckman, who let go with the 
(Continued on page 63) 
a. Nitery D 
Washington, Noy. 11. 
New evaluation of the kind of coin 
that can be picked up in niteries can 
Maurice Chevalier’s new deal at the 
Copacabana, Miami Beach, and. his 
gross from his one-man show at the 
National theatre, Washington. Che- 


which make overseas broadcasts haz- 
spots on his program should the 
e 
ster ANS | eke saws of how he (Luckman) 
Chevalier's 22!56 
be made with the comparisons of 
valier’s new Copa deal for one week 





Jergens Fretting Over 
Winchell Brushoff Of 
Mid-Program Plugs 


Hollywood, Nov. 11. 
Walter Winchell wants no middle 


while he grossed around $20,000 for 
his bow at the legit house last week. 

The $22,500 he'll get from the 
Copa will be virtually take-home 















commercial to interrupt him once he 
gets hot, and has so advised his spon- 
sor, Andrew Jergens, On last Sun- 
day’s (9) broadcast, however, the 
middle plug was still in there. (And 
(Continued on page 63) 


pay, except for agent’s commissions 
|and other comparatively minor in- 
cidental expenses. On the other 
, hand, out of the $20,000 gross at the 
National must come house rental, 
(Continued on page 63) 


ee tt te te tee te eee 
is A RECORD ALBUM of 


9 Christmas Carols 


by the 


HOUR OF CHARM 
All Girl Orchestra and Choir 
under the direction of PHIL SPITALNY 











CHARM RECORDS, Inc. 
P. O. Box 40, Radic City Station 
New York 19, N. Y. 








in February now calls for $22,500, — 
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Tax Impasse Seen 


Converting Many 


British Cinemas to Vaude Policies 


Britain’s answer to the cutting off 
of film imports from the United | 
States because of the imposition of 
a 75% tax on foreign pictures, will 
be the revival of stage shows. Many 
British houses will have no alter- 
native but to turn to live talent in 
order to keep their houses open, 
according to Harry Foster, head of | 
Foster’s Agency, London, who’s cur- 
rently in New York on a talent 
foraging expedition. 

Start, said Foster, has already 
been made with the booking of 
“pantomimes” in 10 houses in vari- 
ous suburbs of London. These thea- 
tres, Foster said, have been playing 
double features, but since there’s no 
more U. S. product, they’re throwing 
out pictures and will use stage shows 
exclusively. 

Two major British chains have al- 
ready lined up a series of shows to 
start Christmas day. J. Arthur 
Rank’s Gaumont British circuit and 
Sidney Bernstein’s Granada chain, 
will use shows booked by Foster. 


These shows will use some of | 
Rank’s top film talent as stars. In- 
cluded are Evelyn Laye, 
Hanley, Richard Hearne, Jean Kent, 
Claude Hulbert and Adele Dixon. 
Lesser contract players on Rank’s | 


lists will be used in supporting roles. | 


The idea of using film houses for 
live talent is bound to spread, Fos- 


ter indicated, and many inquiries 
are coming in from independents | 
who are hard hit because of the 


cutting off of American films. How- 
ever, it’s not possible to get stageé- 
shows for all theatres, Foster said, 
as many houses lack stages and 
dressing rooms. However, healthy 
(Continued on page 96) 


5 Legits Getting 





The Hollywood Eye 


Economy campaigns in Hollywood 
are keeping bidding slow on film 
rights to. Broadway legiters, but 
there’s picture interest in two 
current shows and three that are 
coming up. While no deals aré im- 
mediately imminent on any of them, 
it is expected that néarly all will 


attract Hollywood coin before the | 


end of the season. 

Of the incumbents, interest centers 
around “The Heiress.” Fred Finkle- 
hoffe, the producer, has stated his 


intention of filming it himself, but it | 


is understood he’d be amenable to 
an offer from a major company. 
Second play is J. B. Priestley’s “An 
Inspector Calls.” 


Of those coming up, “A Streetcar 
Named Desire” has attracted scat 
attention and praise from the film | 
scouts, although some portions of 
the plot will take considerable Dutch 
cleanser to get past the Breen office. 
Play is being produced by Mrs. Irene | 
(David O.) Selznick from Tennessec | 
Williams’ script. 


Two musicals also are in the run- 
ning. They are “Bonanza Bound” 
and “Look, Ma, I’m Dancing.” First 
is by Adolph Green and Betty Com- 
den, being produced by Feigay & 
Smith in association with Hermar: 


. Levin. Second is by Jerome Law- 


rence, Robert E. Leé and Hugh 
Smith and is being produced by 
George Abbott. 

Current musical, “High Button 
Shoes,” is expected to possibly draw 
film coin because of smash propor- 
tions it has achieved, although in- 
terest in it is passive. It’s illustra- 
tive of the tight control of coin being 
exercised in Hollywood, since com- 
panies feel there’s not much use 
spending money on buying rights to 
a musical which they might duplicate 
by studio writers. 


GRIFFITH, ORSON-RITA 





IN COAST DIVORCES 


Hollywood, Nov. 11. 
D. W. Griffith, the director, was 
divorced yesterday by his second 
wife, Evelyn Baldwin Griffith. Cou- 
pie, who separated iast September. 
reached an 
sctilement. 
In another unhitehing Rita Hay- 
worth was granted an interlocutory 
decree from Orson Welles, who did 
not contest the action. Actress won 
custody of their three-year-old 
child, Rebecca, while each retain 
their own property. 


Jimmy | 


out-of-court property | 





New Arthur Miller 
Play for Kazan 


Elia Kazan, stager of the incoming 





ear Named Desire,” will probably 
| go to the Coast after the show’s 
opening, Dec, 3, at the Barrymore, 
N. Y. He intends remaining there 


a week or so to work with’ Richard | 


|'Murphy on a screenplay he'll direct 
for Darryl F. Zanuck. Murphy was 
east several weeks ago for confabs 
who had the original 
idea for the story. 

Kazan’s next directorial assign- 
ment after “Streetcar” is the new 
Arthur Miller play, “Plenty Good 
Times,” now undergoing final pol- 
ishing. Miller and Kazan haven't 
iyet decided on the production aus- 
ipices. If the screenplay for Zanuck 
|comes out as hoped, Kazan intends 
i\doing that after ‘Plenty Good 
Times.” 


‘Met’s 2-for-1 Bargain 
_ Proves Plushiest Turnout 
| Ever in 63d Anni Preem 


By ARTHUR BRONSON 


The Metropolitan Opera Assn. of- 
fered its usual .opening night bar- 
| gain at its N. Y. emporium. Monday 
(10) night—two_shows for the price 
of one—one on each side of the 
|foots. The offstage side was the 
more unusual—as usual—but this 
| time (the 63d season) it was the big- 
| gest show ,on earth. Wartime hang- 
overs, reftrictions or taboos were 
forgotten, and out came the audi- 
ence (chief actors on this night of 
nights) in all its flash and glitter, for 
the plushiest turnout ever. 

The main show was going on be- 
tween acts in the foyers, in cor- 
ridors, and the bar, with people 
pushing to see and be seen, and the 
halls a garish nightmare of photogs, 
autograph hounds, broken down 
singers, thistledown dowagers, elite, 
bourgeois and press. Society was 
streaming in from the 39th street 
entrance, and the hoi polloi (if a 
$10.20 parquet ducat still classes one 
as hoi polloi) through the Broadway 
side. Orehids were a dime a dozen, 
jand the fur situation was seen well 
in hand, with ermine coming first, 

(Continued on page 54) 


LENA HORNE WOWS ’EM 
IN LONDON CASINO BOW 


London, Nov. 11. 

With Lena Horne headlir‘ng the 
Casino's new vaude_ show, the 
‘American Negro songstress made her 
bow, here this week warbling four 
| numbers to garner a strong recep- 
tion. Chirper encored with two ad- 
ditional tunes and was forced to 
contrib a beg-off speech. 


Others on the supporting bill are 
George and Bert Bernard whose 
novelty turn clicked as well as Bus- 
ter Shaver and his midgets, here af- 
ter eight years absence. Latter act 


with Kazan, 








was splendidly received despite an, 


early spot and further handicapped 
by lack of a microphone. 

Theatre’s second show drew a Cca- 
pacity overflow with the above trio 
all show stoppers. Advance bookings 
are the heaviest to date probably 
due to the fact that the stars are in 
for a fortnight instead of a month. 


Tennessee Williams play, “A Street- 














282nd WEEK! id 
KEN MURRAY’S 


“BLACKOUTS OF 1947” 
E!| Capitan Theatre, Hollywood, Cal. 


Watch for KEN MURRAY’S 
feature length film production 
“BILL AND COO” 


Released through Republic Pictures 


H’wood Stars Sail 
For 2d ‘Command 


Hollywood stars representing the 
U. S. film industry at Britain’s Sec- 
ond Command Performance are 
slated to sail for England today 
(Wednesday) aboard the Queen 
Mary. Contingent inciudes Bob 
Hope, Robert Montgomery, Loretta 
Young, Alexis Smith and Craig 
Stevens. 

Group will appear before the Brit- 
ish king and queen at London’s 
Odeon theatre, Nov. 25, at which 
time Samuel Goldwyn’s “Bishop’s 
Wife” will be screened. Special 45- 
minute stage show, which will fea- 
ture both the Hollywood stars and 
a group of top British screen stars, 
follows the screening. Proceeds of 
the show go to the British Cine- 
matograph Trade Benevolent .Fund, 
Britain’s counterpart of the Motion 
Picture Relief Fund here. 

British stars appearing in the 
stageshow include Vivien Leigh, Sir 
Laurence Olivier, Phyllis Calvert, 
Ann Todd, Patricia Roc, Margaret 
Lockwood, Jobn Mills, Stewart 
Grainger, David Niven, Lilli Palmer 
and Rex Harrison. Show is being 
co-produced by Peter Ustinov, Brit- 
ish actor-writer-director, and Nor- 
man Siegel of Paramount's studio 
publicity staff, who’s serving for the 
second time as Hollywood coordina- 
tor for the Command Performance. 

Show will stress Anglo-American 
relations, with Montgomery reading 
a special message penned for the oc- 
casion by Robert Sherwood. Sher- 
wood collaborated on the “Bishop’s 
Wife” script with Leonardo Berco- 
vici. Show is also to include a 
monolog by Hope; a scene from the 
picture re-enacted by Miss Young 
and David Niven, and a skit featur- 
ing Hope, Miss Smith and Stevens. 
Hollywood contingent has also re- 
ceived an invitation for a special 
benefit show in Dublin, Nov. 27 and 

(Continued on page 55) 


Wildberg Returns 


John Wildberg, producer of “Anna 
Lucasta,” returned to N. Y. from a 
four-month European junket yester- 
day (Tuesday) aboard the Queen 
Mary. While abroad he arranged for 
London and Paris productions of 
the Philip Yordan hit play. Former 
has already preemed while Paulette 
Goddard is slated to star in the 
French version, due to open in Jan- 


new 

















uary. 
Also arriving were playwright 
Frederick Lonsdale and _ cellist 


Gregor Piatigorsky. 











| Monitoring The Candidates 


Washington, Nov. 11. 


| Harold Stassen has the best and Senator Robert A. Taft the worst 


radio voice among the present crop of Presidential hopefuls. 
the opinion of Robert Coar, coordinator of the joint Senate and House 


That's 


, Recording Rooms, who has coached most of Washington's political 


brass in radio speaking technique 


at one time or another. As Coar 


sees it, three GOP candidates cop off the top honors in radio appeal. 


candidates: 


warm. 
i oe. 11s 
: 


Vandenberg—lively but uneven 


“First, Stassen—extremely easy to listen to, friendly, direct, 


Here is the way he rates the present lineup of 1948 Presidential 


slow, 


“Second, Eisenhower—needs coaching because he talks too fast, but 
1aS a basically smooth, friendly, non-eratorical delivery. 


and occasionally oratorical. 


“Dewey—technically superb but somewhat lacking in feeling. 
“MacArthur—while rich, his voice has a crisp, commanding overtone 
that might antagonize potential voters. 


| “Truman—dry. 


“Taft—dry and arbitrary.” 


Wednesday, November 12, 1947 
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This Week’s Football 
By Harry Wismer 
(Sports Director, ABC Network) 





College 
EAST 
+GAMES WINNERS *POINTS 
Columbia-Holy Cross ..... ris Eee Ces Columbia ...........- caver ae 
Dartmouth-Cornell ...... 5 on 0 oe ae ie CH, wie. hateraccrke cts pce 
HarvarG-Brown |... ccc i ces cee sense ccane DR tiie cs.0 4s ccabita> & Stu. oe 16 
Maryland-North Carolina ..... Ae ss REM aaet ripe: Shaler a ee 
Navy-Peam Bete 3. ie iis SMEG ASS. Ca ces See ce § 
Penn-Army .... ... rs CEL ES Wee Sen Ce Gap er we 
Princeton-Yale ...... > MOUS late ki ie ee ee OD 
Purdue-Pitt ieee 21 
BatorecN WO 6c. cis cee enle oie ces ee re ae ee gr - 14 
Syracuse-Colgate ........... 05 he b¥e ONE Ts ot eines .3 
Temple-Mich. State Eee PO COLT S: Mifeht. State oi. et eene 6 
Villanova-Georgetown (Fri nite) ee Rep ee ee 7 
West Virginia-Virginia . % Virginia 6 
SOUTH 
Alabama-Georgia Tech .........6.--.+-+e0e/ Alabama .........-- 3 
Auburn-Georgia ............ oes QOOPHAR “ene wvicee t tees 20 
Duke-South Carolina .............. Oe eS eS ce os 12 
Duquesne-Clemson ..........5---se505: 5 a ONE 5 as CRs tan oan Oe 6 
EOU-ie. Biante ow Ss above eyes ew aaa Ce eee tre 6 
Miami-Vanderbiit (Fri mite) ............. , WaenBOt NIG... ace cde ce 9 
North Carolina State-Wake Ferest.........Wake Forest ........ 10 
Tennessee-Boston College ..........--«+++- TOR. Saw. Bovine betaaceve 6 
TelamePierids (4.5 ce scdipect cere neeneses BOTAN eS 6 BR Ee ak ee Sis 7 
MIDW EST 
Indiana-Marquette ....cc.icccc ce eee cece es MEGNRMM ook vc ee esters eee » 2 
| lowa-Minnesota pocedeeepar ..Minnesota ....... See 
| lowa State-Kansas State at retoaah ip - ameas Bate ooo ri 7 
Missouri-Oklahoma .... ng a cies abi Ay So rr ere rere {| 
Northwestern-Notre Dame .. Notre Dame ..... pone ie 26 
Ohio State-Illinois ............ SRM? 34s oi Sa eee aes 20 
Wisconsin-Michigan ....... PSB Michigan ........ 6 
SOUTHWEST 
Oklahoma A&M-Kansas .,.... PEMMGOS. 6 kid's Vite te 7 
Rice-Texas A&M .............. Rice -..... e. 3 
Southern Methodist-Ar kansas eee elects 10 
Texas-Texas Christian BOGS Nieivdvis 7 
yy ae Ae ry er eer ph. we drake is s% 6 
WEST COAST 
Oregon State-Washington State a eters rare ees 6 
Stanford-Oregon aS FPN Seas we We e406 cee 3 
St. Mary’s-Santa C lara seb ytes cebecests es lt gy ee epee 6 
UCLA-Washington RE R-t iCN a bid e's bate ene 9 


Chi Cards-Green Bay Packers . 
Detroit Liens-Wash. Redskins . 
L. A. Rams-Chi Bears............. 
Philly-Eagles-Boston Yanks ... 
Pitt Steelers-N. Y. Giants 


Brooklyn Dodgers-Baltimore Colts 


N. ¥. Yankees-L. A. Dons 


+ Home team mentioned first. 
* Points represent predicted margin 


Cleveland Browns-San Fran 49’rs .. 
(Games are played Sunday afternoon, 
Wins, 199; Lesses, 95; Ties, 13; 

(Ties don’t count) 


(Games are played Saturday ‘afternoon unless otherwise sta‘ed.) 


Pro Football 


NATIONAL LEAGUE 
GAMES 








ALL-AMERICA CONFERENCE 
GAMES 


fy Nf. Sa.0 0. ve 3 

~ | nae ae a 6 

.. Bears 7 

SS epee oe 6 

ea: ara 7 

Fie ean ot Dodgers ..... 6 

eee Browns ....... 7 

sé bbe ES B06 Ooi 60558 10 
unless otherwise stated.) 


Pet., .677. 


of victory, not the official odds. 





Toujours Toupee 


Paris, Nov. 4. 
Tino Rossi, currently filming 
a Franz Sehubert story titled 


Klieg Light Sendoff With 
Carloads of Food Starts 


that he should wear a wig ap- 
priate for the part. 

Warbler claimed that the 
payees’ money would not go to 
see Schubert, but to see himself 
in the flesh, and that he better 
appear “au naturel,” as they al- 
ready know him. 


Commies Seem to Be 
Out-Ballyhooing U. S. 
Oh Goodwill in France 


Paris, Nov. 11, 
Renewed efforts to have the U. S. 
Government take a more determined 
stand in defending itself against un- 
favorable and unfair onslaughts of 
radical elements jn France and other 
European countries have been 
launched by representatives of the 

U. S. major film companies here. 


U. S. officials here resent especi- 
ally the way the Soviet propaganda 
boys have stolen the bali as far as 
plugging of outside governments is 
concerned. When the Soviets give 
one bushel of wheat to the French 
people, they advertise it as though 
they’d been feeding France for a 
generation. What America does on 
a tremendously larger scale, though, 
seems to get little or no credit what- 
soever and sometimes it’s felt that 
hardly a Frenchman knows about it. 
This, tied in with the assaults on the 
U. S. by the unopposed Communist 
press, reacts on U. S. films adversely, 
since they're now discussed in an 
unfavorable light. This factor has 


(Continued on page 55) 

















“La Belle Meuniere” (“The riends “4 : 

Pretty Millerwoman”), directed F hip Train East 
by Marcel Pagnol, rebelled Hollywood, Nov. 11. 
against the latter's suggestion America’s Friendship Train, load- 


ed with food for hungry. Europe, 
started its tour to the Atlantic sea- 
‘board with a Hollywood sendoff 
ithat outpreemed most motion pic- 
ture preems. The route along Holly- 
wood boulevard was lined with 
spectators and seéarchlights while 
124 film, stage and radio names were 
introduced by emcee Eddie Cantor. 
Train, made up of Southern Pa- 
cific railroad cars, started east with 
405° tons of food from this sector, 
while donations of money that 
poured in after the departure will 
be used to buy more food in New 
;York. No reliable estimate was 
| possible of the number of carloads 
(Continued on page 20) 


JOHN GASSNER HAS 3 
PLAYS READY FOR PROD. 


John Gassner, former Columbia 
Pictures play editor, has optioned 
three legit properties for production 
but is holding up all of them until 
a suitable star can be found. 

Topping the three is “The Comedy 
of Good and Evil,” penned by Rich- 
ard Hughes, author of the bestselling 








“High Wind in Jamaica” and also 
the “Innocent Voyage” legiter, pro- 
duced on Broadway several years 


ago by the Theatre Guild. Gassner 
has also optioned Pirandello’s 
“Henry IV,” which was produced on 
Broadway in the 1920’s. Third prop- 
erty is his own adaptation of “Peer 
Gynt.” 

Gassner already has sufficient 
financing promised for all. three 
shows, with the search for suitable 
stars the only hitch in his plans. All 
three will be produced under h's 
newly-formed Playhouse, Inc. 
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PIX’ PUBLIC RELATIONS PROBLEM 





Mary Pickford Steps Into Raising 
$5,000,000 to Bankroll UA Producers 


Mary Pickford is expected in New 





York today (Wednesday), reportedly 
for three weeks of confabs with 
banks, in an effort to get all or part 
of the $5,000,000 revolving credit 
with which United Artists would 
aid in financing indie producers. 
Miss Pickford is said to be willing 
to turn over partial voting control 
of her stock to the banks in return 
for the loan, although her partner 
in the ownership of the company, 
Charles Chaplin, is not completely 
sold on such an arrangement. 

Meantime, Afthur W. Kelly, exec 
v.p. who handles the company’s 
financing problems, confirmed in 
in New York yesterday that UA is 
still attempting to lineup the $5,000,- 
000, although there js nothing def- 
inite yet on it. He denied knowl- 
edge of Miss Pickford’s idea for ob- 
taining the coin. 

Some hanks have been reticent 
about lending funds to UA or to its 
producers during past months -when 
the internal condition of the com- 
pany was upset by its search for a 
president and possible sale. By giv- 
ing the banks a rein- on manage- 
ment, they’d apparently be more 
willing to cooperate. 

Joe Rosenberg In the Picture 

It is known that some months ago 
a plan was discussed by which Chap- 
lin and Miss Pickford would -turn 
their voting stock over to an escrow 


(Continued on page 20) 


Col. Bankrolled Its 
Outside Producers | 
5 Times Total of 46. 


Increasing fis cal support now be-| 
i 


ing handed indie producers by the | 
majors was spotlighted this week 
in Columbia Pictures’ annual state- 
ment. That company jumped its 
bankrolling of outside filmmakers 
by more than five times in '47, ad- 
vancing $5,832,085 to indies on pix 
completed or currently in the works. 
Against that amount, Columbia 
doled out only $1,074,109 in °46. 


Coin advanced in all instances, 
a Columbia official said, was on 
negative costs with the loans to be 
repaid in rentals thereafter. Among 
those on the receiving end are Ed- 
ward Small, Sam Katzman, Harry 
Joe Brown, Raphael Hakim, Sidney 
Buchman and Benedict Bogeaus, 
company rep added. 

Indicating the extent of Col’s tie- 
up with indies, seven of the 17 top 
films completed or in production are 

(Continued on page 18) 


Uncertainty of Indie 
Production Splits Trio 


Association of Buddy Rogers and 
Mary Pickford with Ralph Cohn is 
said to have been ended, following 
completion of “Sleep My Love,” 
trio’s initial high-budgeter. Rogers 

rrives in New York this week with 

print. 

Cohn, Rogers and Miss Pickford 
joined forces about two years ago 
as Comet Productions to make low- 
budgeted streamlined pictures for 
United Artists release. Films got 
fairly good critical reaction, but 
were difficult for UA to sell because 
of their abbreviated length. 

Trio later organized Triangle Pro- 
ductions and made “Sleep,” with 
Claudette Colbert, Don Ameche and 
Robert Cummings. On their agenda 
they had “The Bat,” “The Traitor” 
and “The Unloved.” Breakup is un- 
derstoog to have been completely 
amicable, resulting solely from the 
uncertainties of indie production at 
the moment. 


Mady Christians Rests 


Hollywood, Nov, 11. 
Mady Christians winds up “All 




















My Sons” -.for Universal-Interna- 
tional and heads for her farm at 
New Canaan, Conn., within two 


weeks for rest before going to Eng- 
land in January to direct and act in 
British production of “I Remember 
Mama.” 

She starred in “Mama” on Broad- 
way. 





‘Verdoux’ So-So, London 


London, Novy. 11, 

“Monsieur Verdoux” had dual pre- 
miere atthe New Gallery and Tivoli 
yesterday (10) with audiences re- 
sponsive but unenthusiastic. 

A mixed press generally com- 
mended Charles Chaplin, but ma- 
jority said the pic was overlong with 
dull patches. 


Who ll Front For 
Films—MPA Or 
Pub-Ad Chiefs? 


Struggle between the Motion Pic- 





ture Assn. and the Eastern Publicity 
| & Advertising Committee for con- | 
trol of industry public relations | 
looms shortly. Company toppers, | 
who comprise the board of the 


MPA, will be faced with the prob- 


lem of giving the nod to one or 
the other of the two groups or 
allocating duties between them. 
Decision must be made when the 
board considers the MPA budget 
for 1948, which will be late this 
month or early in December. Com- 
ing up at that time will be the 
Pub-Ad Committee’s request for 


coin to get under way the public 
relations plan it has laid out. 

The Eastern committee, made up 
of men who already have full duties 
running their own companies’ pub- 
licity and advertising departments, 
has no intention of handling the 
industry public relations itself. It 
favors hiring an expert and letting 
him conduct a continuing campaign, 
with its activity limited to giving 
advice and aiding in setting .policy. 

The public relations man and. his 
staff would operate entirely outside 
of the MPA. It’s there that the rub 
lies, because it is known that MPA 
prexy Eric Johnston and his aides, 
who’ve been laying out a public re- 
lations program of their own, are 
planning to offer heavy resistance 
to losing control over this activity. 

Company prexies may decide to 

(Continued on page 4) 


MORE METRO STUDIO 
ECONOMIES EXPECTED 


Further axings in Metro’s studio 
payroll are expected in the wake of 
M-G veepee Charles C. Moskowitz’s 
trip to the Coast. Moskowitz’s chief 
purpose in visiting the studio at this 
time is ostensibly to effect further 
economies. Since production chief 
Louis B. Mayer has complete juris- 
diction over budgetary matters, it’s 
expected that Moskowitz, who is also 
treasurer of Loew’s, Inc., the parent 
company, will confine his activities 
to eliminating whatever excess per- 
sonnel he spots. 

Moskowitz left for the Coast over 
the weekend, arriving there yes- 
terday (Tuesday) morning. While 
at the studies, he’ll also huddle with 
Mayer and other production execs 
on further plans to up the quality of 
Metro product. Discussions on that 
subject were held at the home office 
two weeks ago before Mayer and 
other studio toppers, who were in 
N. Y., returned to the Coast. 


‘Citizen Kane’ Claim 
Based on Hearst Biog 


Ferdinand Lundberg, author of 
“Imperial Hearst, a Social Biog- 
raphy” is prepping a suit to be filed 
this week in N. Y. federal court 
against RKO, Orson Welles and Her- 
man J. Mankiewicz. Lundberg wili 
claim that the pic, “Citizen Kane,” 
infringed on his William Randolph 
Hearst saga, as detailed in his biog. 

RKO distributed “Kane” which 
Welles and Mankiewicz scripted. 
Gustave Garfield is attorney for 
Lundberg. Injunction and account- 
ing of profits will be sought. 














RANGES FROM 
REDS 10 CHURCH 


With echoes of the recent Un- 
American Activities probe of Hol- 
lywood = reverberating throughout 
the nation and the world and films 
taking a terrific battering from the 
censors here and abroad, public re- 
lations has become the industry’s 
first order of business. Two-day 
attack was made on the problem by 
film company toppers in sessions in 
New York last week, with no defi- 
nite solution arrived at yet on an 
approach. 

A confused idea held by the pub- 
lic that the film industry not only 
condoned, but defended, the Com- 
munists working in Hollywood, at 
the. recent Un-American Activities 
Committee probe, is the major con+ 
cern of company toppers. That be- 
came clear last week at megtings of 
presidents and other high execs to 


|review the industry’s handling of the 
® investigation and to lay plans in the | 


}event the hearings are reopened, as 
hana tive by Committee Chairman 


'J. Parnell Thomas. 


Company heads felt definitely that 
the industry had been hurt by the 
probe. On the other hand, in going 

(Continued on page 18) 


Tom Connors EL 


Deal Set to Go 


Hollywood, Nov. 
Robert Benjamin, head of the v. ‘Ss. 
Rank Organization and attorney for 
Eagle Lion, is expected to arrive here 
shortly to discuss with EL toppers a 





proposed employment pact with Tom | 








|; some 





1 


Connors, former 20th-Fox sales chief. | 


Deal has been cooking for some time 
and it contemplates Connors taking 
over the spot as general manager of 
worldwide distribution for EL. 

In the event he joins EL, he’ll snag 
a large block of stock from the com- 
pany in addition to his salary. Alfred 
W. Schwalberg would continue as EL 
sales manager should Connors come 
in. 

Former 20th biggie is hopeful he 

(Continued on page 20) 


RAPPER IN FELDMAN’S 
‘MENAGERIE’ PACKAGE 


Irving Rapper who, with five 
years to go, recently severed his di- 
rectorial pact with Warner Bros., is 
bein® sold by agent Charles K, Feld- 
man as part of a package deal in 
“The Glass Menagerie.” Feldman 
has been talking deals with Samuel 
Goldwyn and David O. Selznick on 
the Tennessee Williams long-run 
smash legiter. 

Rapper, who returns to the Coast 
today (Wednesday) after a week in 

(Continued on page 25) 








|Par Balks at Any Decree Settlement 





At Cost of Cutting Theatre Holdings 





Sept. Pic Earnings Up 


Hollywood, Noy. 11. 
Average September weekly earn- 
ings of workers in film production 
were up $3.04 over August to $109.86. 
California labor statistics bulletin 
says average was $28.06 over Sep- 
tember, 1946. 


20th-Fox's 48 Pix 
For 48, Increase 
OF 15 Over 47 


Twentieth-Fox has scheduled 48 
fikms for release in 1948, a stepup of 
15 pictures over the current 
year’s roster, sales manager Andy 
Smith, Jr., announced at the second 
day of the company’s divisional sales 
manager meet at the homeoffice yes- 
terday (Tuesday). Although the 
other majors haven't yet announced 
a complete release schedule for next 
year it’s expected that 20th’s lineup | 
will number far more than the 
others. 

Of the 48 films, Smith said, 23 will 
be turned out by the 20th-Fox stu- 
dios. List also includes four specials 
from Sir Alexander Korda’s London 
Films and three from Edward Alper- 
son’s Alson Pictures. 





are to be supplied by indie pro- 
ducers, including six from _ Sol 
Wurtzel, six from Reliance, three 


Samuel Baerwitz, former Metro pro- 
ducer. 

Ten of the iist are to be lensed in 
Technicolor, including seven from 
20th and three from Korda. Included 
in 20th’s lineup of 23 are “Forever 
Amber” and “Captain from Castile,” 
both being sold at upped admission 
prices, and “Gentleman’s Agrée- 
ment.” Latter preemed simultane- 
ously yesterday at the Mayfair, N. Y., 
and the Apollo, Chicago. 

Twentieth prexy Spyros Skouras 
also addressed yesterday’s session, 
discussing general production and 
merchandising policies to be» fol- 
lowed by the company during the 

(Continued on page 22) 


Jock Lawrence Due Back 


Jock Lawrence, veepee of J. Ar- 
thur Rank’s U. S. organization, re- 
turns from a six-week London visit, 
aboard the S.S. Mauretania Nov. 24. 
He’s been huddling with Rank of- 
ficials on publicity campaigns in the 
U. S. for next year’s British imports. 

While headquartering in England, 
Lawrence made flying trips to both 
Rome and Paris on gompany busi- 
ness. 











Remaining 18 | 


| be argued in January, 


A number of the Big Five were 
ready to reduce their holdings in 
wholly-owned theatres by one-third 
and to carry out the partial-divorce- 
ment provision of the decree as an 
inducement to settle the Govern- 
ment’s anti-trust action, it’s been re- 
ported. Negotiations which took 
place within the last few weeks in 


Washington fell through, however, 
when Paramount kicked over the 
traces by refusing to go for the 


heavy reduction in its holdings. 

The trading took place, it’s under- 
stood, at the top level. U. S. At- 
torney General Tom Clark sat in for 
the Government, while James F. 
Byrnes, former Secretary of State 
and now attorney in the suit for 
20th-Fox, trepped for the majors, 
Skirmishing for a new consent de- 
cree*was fronted by 20th since that 
company has. evidenced the greatest 
anxiety to settle among any of the 
theatre-owning defendants. 

Besides agreeing to a reduction in 
theatre holdings to two-third the 
present number, settlement would 
have also required the companies to 
live up the bid-selling method and 
other provisions of the present de- 


cree. -They'd be willing to take that 
| hook if it meant saving their thea- 
| tres. . 

Par, with its interests in 1,400 


| houses, revolted at the proposed loss 
of over 100 wholly-held theatres and 
the enforced purchase or sale of 
1,050 others. Among the Big Five, 
Par has always been the most bit- 
terly opposed to the decree as it 
stands. It threatened, early this 
year, to file an individual appeal to 
the U. S. Supreme Court when the 


| other four companies dallied on the 
| appeals problem. 
from Frank Seltzer and three from | 


It’s doubtful whether appeal will 
as scheduled, 
since majors have yet to receive 
records from the clerk. ° 


TIME’ RAVES BRING 
5-YR. PACT TO BARTON 


Hollywood, Nov. 11. 

Raves at sneak preview of Cag- 
ney Productions’ “Time of Your 
Life” brought James Barton an ex- 
clusive five-year pact with the pro- 
ducer. First stint will be an im- 
portant role, “A Lion Is In Streets,” 
scheduled for spring filming. 

Barton played the cigar store In- 
dian fighter, Kit Carson, in filmiza- 
tion of the Saroyan legiter. 





















National Boxoffice Survey 


Biz Holds Stoutly in Most Keys—‘Amber,’ ‘Uncon- 
quered,’ ‘Town,’ ‘Had to Be,’ ‘Mitty’ Set Pace 


Despite heavy rain and snow in 
many sections of country, business 
continues strong in most key cities 
currently. Holiday crowds on Arm- 
istice Day naturally helped coun- 
terbalance adverse weather condi- 
tions. “Forever Amber” (20th) again 
is the leading money-getter even 
though it is mainly on holdover or 
moveover dates. 

Second best nationwide is “Un- 
conquered” (Par) although in only 
seven keys this stanza, Film is hit- 
ting a new high in Denver and 
pacing San Francisco with smash 
week. 

Others in the Big Six, in order of 
money and dates, are “Magic Town” 


(RKO), “Has to Be You” (Col), 
“Walter Mitty” (RKO> and “Body 
and Soul” (UA), Last-named teed- 


off in only three cities but is sock 
in all three. It is heading for a 
new record in N. Y. 

Runners-up are headed by “Christ- 
mas Eve” (UA), “Unfinished Dance” 
and “Life With Father” (WB). 

Leading newcomer, besides “Body,” 





is “Cass Timberlane,” smash $145,-- 
000 in N. Y. at Music Hall. “Lost 
Moment” (U) and “Escape Me 
Never” (WB), also new this week, 
appear to have some _ possibilities. 
“Upturned Glass” (U) and “So Well 
Remembered” (RKO), on the other 
hand, do not appear promising on 
first dates. 

“Nightmare Alley” (20th) is shap- 
ing up spotty this session. “Red Stal- 
lion” (EL) looks stout on additional 
playdates this week, “That Hagen 
Girl” (WB) is mostly mila cur- 
rently. “Spirit of West Point” (FC) 
Shapes sturdy on additional engage- 
ments this Stanza. 

“Exposed” (Rep) is in for a fancy 
session in San Francisco. “Lured” 
(UA), while slow in Louisville, looks 
strong in Minneapolis. “New Or- 
leans” (UA), with a flock of new 
playdates, will be solid in St. Louis 
and brisk in Cincinnati. “Something 
in Wind” (U) is okay in Philadel- 
phia and fancy inf Portland. 

(Complete Boxoffice Reports on 
Dages 12-13.) 
























[= 7 ———— + — 

Trade RIET ed 
FOUNDED BY SIME SILVERMAN 
Published Weekly by ML ar Sane Ine. 

Sid Silverman, Presiden 
154 West 46th St., New York to, a: %, 
Annual $10 _ 2 
Single Copies hates one 
Vol. 168 aa No. 10 
INDEX 
i Pers eee 
PO FeE TE: CP oe . 62 
CONES 65s cle ¥ cs bea ~ ot 
Disk Jock Reviews ....... sect 
Film Reviews ............. Mes - 
Foreign ..... 64 64.6450 Cat ce <e 
House Reviews ............. 56 
BINGO TOBE, kine oy occ oe ci . 58 
pene DAURIC c's. kok dace 48 
Inside Pictures ............. 20 
BORIS MOGI. 6 oceis co oicn ae 44 
Inside Television ........... 34 
Legitimate «ib icess pane 57 
Re eS 6i 
OPP, eee” ye 45 
sn SA pm, eae 55 
Night Club Reviews ........ 54 
ee ONS Ie Payor sy 63 ] 
reneswees iris. oc iene 45 
| RE ie eee SS 3 
Pre-Production News ....... 9 
Ration. keke Rte 28 
Radio Reviews ............ 5 6 
Records. 2. .364s¢5 7-3 i- ee 47 
Frank: Scully .0 i065 62270 . 61 
TOROVAMAR ies 88 185s 34 
Unit Reviews .............. . 55 
Wonlewilde: cc kisi ncccadvcs 52 
DAILY VARIETY 
(Published in Hollywood by 
Daily Variety, Ltd.) 
$16 a Year—$i2 Foreign 


























Bene 


SOS ee ks at ag 


ne 


Coan one eae CREDLE 


hs OE 


Rh mae EE AN 


Rreeiter Facer 459A 





PICTURES 





Wednesday, November 12, 1947 





Random House-Authors Guild Model 
Contract Gives Pubs a Cut on Pix 





Publishers of best-sellers, who 
have long sought to establish their 
right to a share of proceeds from 
film sales, won an important victory 
with final agreement between Ran- 
dom House and the Authors Guild 
on a model contract. Pact, covering 
acceptance of manuscripts by the 
publisher, is expected eventually to 
be placed in wide use, similar to the 
Dramatists Guild minimum basic 
agreement. 

Authors Guild has accepted in the 
RH model contract the principle that 
if a publisher can establish that he 
contributed to a book’s value for pic- 
ture sale, he’s entitled to the fol- 
lowing: 

1. One-half of the amount spent 
by the publisher on advertising, up 
to 10% of the author’s share of the 
film coin. 

2. If there’s an escalator clause in 
the picture company’s contract with 
the auther, the publisher gets 10% 
of the return to the author resulting 
from such a. clause. 

(Escalator clauses give an author 
a certain sum for each copy of the 
book sold over a specified minimum, 
the idea being the film stugie pays 
more or less, depending on the 
book’s popularity. Theory in the 
publisher sharing in this is that he’s 
partially responsible fer the addi- 
tienal sales and it will encourage 


him to spend more money on adver- | 


tising.) 

3. Total from No. 1 and 2 above 
shall not exceed 15% of the author’s 
share. Actually, it’s said generally 
to work out to about 10%. 

Previously, whether or not the 
publisher got any incomé from a 
picture sale and how much was open 
to negotiation in each contract. 
Where he acted as agent in the sale, 
he got his 10%, but otherwise it was 
a matter of squeezing what he could. 
With established writers it was 

(Continued on page 18) 


Hughes’ War Contracts 
And Ban on ‘Outlaw’ 
Somehow All Mixed Up 


Washington, Nov. 11. 

After admitting that he asked 
Major General Bennett E. Meyers 
(retired) to try to persuade New 
Nork authorities to lift the ban on 
“The Outlaw,” Howard Hughes de- 
nied today ‘(Tues.) that he accom- 
panied the request with a $100,000 
offer of payment. Hughes made his 
statement while on the witness stand 
before the Senate War Investigating 
Committee. Flaring up under in- 
tensive cross-examination by com- 





_ miitee members, film and plane pro- 


ducer said the N. Y. run of the 
Picture would not “justify that sum.” 

“The Outlaw” came into the 
day's hearing when Hughes said 
he believed that General Meyers, 
after his retirement from the Army, 
was trying to block the picture in 
New York. That made Hughes de- 
cide to “make péace” with Meyers, 
the witness said. Hughes contended 
he did not employ the general but 
admitted he “discussed” the matter 
with Meyers and that the latter did 
see New York officials. “At the 
time,” Hughes said. “I felt General 
Meyers wes responsible fer baaning 
the picture in New York City. I now 
know he was not responsible for the 
ban. At the time I had ne evidence 
he was. I just had a premonition he 
had put the finger on the picture. He 
had powerful political connections 
in New York.” ' 


Hughes said he paid $3,000 in ex: | 


penses for Meyers to go to Cali- 
fornia last year to discuss the mat- 
ter, but added that he never paid 
anything for the actual work in be- 
half of “The Outlaw.” 


Disney Admits He Called 
Wrong Group ‘Commies’ 


After. making formal apology. 
Walt Disney has. delivered an ex- 





planation to the League of Women | 


Voters as to why he listed that or- 
Ravization as “Communist” during 
his testimony before the House un- 
American Activities Committee on 
Oct. 24. He meant to say the League 
of Women Shoppers but became con- 
fused by the similarity of names. 

Disney has also asked committee 
ehairman Rep. Parnell J. Thomas to 
amend the record by erasing his re- 
marks which implicated the Women 
Voters. 


Brand Gets His ‘Z’ 

Harry Brand, head of 20th- 
Fox studio publicity, saw “Gen- 
tleman’s Agreement” at some 20 
special. screenings for _ press, 
radio and other invited guests, 
in New York, including its 
yesterday (Tues.) premiere at 
the Mayfair, on Broadway. He 
claims that entitles him to his 
“ZZ.” (for Zanuck). 

Brand returned to Hollywood 
with his wife, Sibyl, who wisely 
took advantage of the fortnight’s 
eastern visit to shop and sojourn 
with friends on Long Island. 


Lou Rydell Dies 


Suddenly at 53: 
‘Variety’ Ad Mgr. 


Louis Rydell, advertising manager 
of Variety, died-suddenly at his 
home, 969 Park avenue, New York, 
Sunday night (9) follewing a heart 
attack. He was 53. He was at his 
desk, in normal health, only two 
days before. He.felt out of sorts 








Who'll Front? 


Continued from page 3 
appropriate coin for the new public 
relations office either via the MPA 
budget or by a direct assessment 
against each company. In either 
case, if it is decided to go ahead 
with the plan, it would mark a 
material change in the function of 
the MPA. Latter has always served 
as the industry’s public relations 
agency, as well as a trade associa- 
tion. Change would make it prima- 
rily a trade association interested 
in the economic side of the industry 
only. 

What would happen to the MPA'’s 
community activities and educa- 
tional departments is a question, of 
course, that’s still somewhat in the 
future. It appears dubious that such 
functions would be moved over at 
once to the public relations office, 
although their activities naturally 
fall into this sphere. 

Pub-Ad Group’s Plans 

Pub-Ad Committee has had its 
campaign on tap for several months. 
Actually getting it into operation, 
however, has been delayed by 
the preparation for the recent 
Un-American Activities Committee 
probe. Johnston, in thanking the 
pub-ad men last week for their help 
on the investigation public rela- 
tions, indicated that he is now ready 
ito get together with them on work- 
ling out the problem of getting 
| finances. 

It appears certain from known 
facts that he undoubtedly = will 
attempt to convince the committee 
| that the operations it is planning 
should be done through an enlarged 











‘Amber’ Plenty in the Middle of Church 
And Civic Tabus; Roxy Biz Starts to Dip 


Tempest raging around “Forever 
Amber” continued to spread into 
new territory this week with open- 
|ings of the picture in various locali- 
ties in face of the Legion of De- 
cency’s condernnation, Caught be- 
tween opposition from the Catholic 
Church and commitments to 20th- 
Fox, exhibitors screening the pic 
are being hit by picket lines, boy- 
cotts and police bans on one city 
after another. 





‘Amber’ Beaucoup Black 


Despite the church drive 
against it, “Forever Amber” con- 
tinues biggest money-getter in 
the country for third week in a 
row, according to reports from 
Variety correspondents. Show- 
ing is being made despite only a 
few new playdates. In many 
spots “Amber” has tapered off 


rather sharply in second and In New York, 20th execs indicated 
third weeks, but still is a big that they would keep “Amber” at 
coin-getter. Film slipped dras- the Roxy showcase for at least 
tically in both N. Y. and Los another two weeks despite a 


Angeles. L. A. run, is being marked falling off in business, R« 
terminated after two extra days ports were current during the weck 
past the second stanza. that the picture would be pulled 
Oddly enough in cities like after completing its third 


week 


Philadelphia, Boston and St. | today (Wednesday) but these were 
Louis, where church influence officially denied. Although falling 
reputedly is strongest, “Amber” off sharply from the _ sensational 


is doing best. This is particu- 
larly true of Boston, Picketing 
in Philadelphia failed to keep 
the picture from getting top 
money in town, although “Am- seeing the film. 

ber” is in third week. Even in In Washington, exhibs were 
N. Y., which has thousands of | warned by the Allied States Ex- 


| $180,000 take the first week, the pic 
is still turning in solid grosses de- 
spite Francis Cardinal Spellman’s 
ukase forbidding all Catholics from 











Catholics, over $100,000 for a hibitor organization that they may 
third week at the Roxy is far | build up trouble for themselves if 
from discouraging. they screen “Amber.” In a forma! 
a statement, Allied charged that the 

; ‘ . situation of indecency in pix had 
Cancels Outlaw |“again been allowed to get out of 


|hand” and that the Catholic boy- 
|cott in Philly is not just an isolated 
jincident. Statement claims = ihe 


the next day, and a doctor gave him|MPA public relations staff or, at 
a sedative early Sunday morning, | least, if a new setup is formed, that 
because he had not slept all the/it should be under his control. 
night preceding, and promised to| That some such compromise might 
drop over to see how he “was get-/appeal to the company prexies 
ting along” that evening. When Mrs. | appears very possible. Pub-Ad Com- 
Barbara Rydell, his wife, failed to | mittee members, however, have not 
wake him for dinner Sunday she} been loath to state that they lack 
summoned the doctor, who arrived! confidence that the MPA has fa- 
around 7:30 p.m., too late for further | cilities or know-how for the job 
medical attention. Besides the/they envisage. 
widow, four brothers and a sister Cheyfitz’s Fermula 
survive. One brother, Sam, is man-| At the same time the eastern pub- 
ager of the RKO Jefferson, N.Y. llicity committee was drawing up its 
Rydell was one of the VARIETY| plan, Johnston had Edward Chey- 
veterans. On the paper for over 30 | fitz, one of his aides, ‘working on 
years, he was steeped in show bus-|the blueprint of a similar idea. This 





iness, with particular accent on the 





motion picture end. Starting as an 
apprentice advertising salesman, he 
was advertising manager of this 
paper for more than 20 years. He 
was one of a group to whom Sime 
Silverman, founder of Variety, left 
a block of stock when he died in 
1933. 

A funeral service was held yester- 
day (‘Tues.) .noon at Riverside 
Memorial Chapel, N. Y. Interment 
in Mount Hebron, Long Island. 


Alhed States Asks 
~ Johnston to ‘Take Some 
Action’ on Church Ban 


Washington, Nov. 11. 
With the Catholic church and 
civie officials heaping criticism on 
20th-Fox's “Forever Amber” wher- 
ever the film is being played, Allied 
States has publicly requested Mo- 
tion Picture Assn. prexy Eric John- 
ston to “take some definite action 
—as (Will) Hays did before him— 
to reassure the public that the 
situation is not eut of control.” 
Outlinin?’ the. job done by Hays 
in “putting out the fire” that re- 
sulted from moral laxity of films in 
the early 1930's, Allied asked in a 
\letter te Johnston why the “situa- 
jo was agai allowed to get out 
;of hand.” Despite the Production 
|Code and the years of its uneriti- 
|eized administration, the letter says, 
trouble has been brewing for the 
last year. In addition to public dis- 
‘turbance when Johnston permitted 
ithe narcotics provision of the Code 
j;to be weakened, there's been “grow- 
ing criticism of the movies — that 
|they are packed with meorbidiiy, 
violence and crime, with a percep- 
tible trace of immorality.” 
| Reaction to “Amber,” which Allied 
claims has put the indie exhibiters 
on a spet, is not a “sporadic or 
transient” thing. “The cauldron has 
been seething,” according to Allied, 
‘“and now it has boiled over. It 
isn’t going to just Wie sut. The 
Legion ‘of Decency) and the public 
will be more alert than ever, no 
indulgences will be granted and 
whenever a questionable picture 
‘emerges they will clamp down 
‘hard.” 
| Exhibs will be in a very tough 











bas been delayed, however, by time 
consumed though Cheyfitz’s very 
active part in the formulating 
strategy of meeting the _ recent 
Washington probe. Cheyfitz is tak- 
ing a very long-range view in his 
planning, claiming that nothing can 
be done without extensive research, 
and is known to have some specific 
ideas on the subject. Pub-Ad Com- 
mittee hasn’t revealed any details 
of its plan. 

Eastern publicity group is taking 
bows for some of the recent editorial 
‘comment favoring the industry 
during the Un-American hearings. 
Pub-Ad Committee members are 
said to have talked with editors of 
many of the newspapers. which 
earried faverable comment. Letter 
from Johnston, thanking them for 
this work, was read at a meeting of 
the group in New York last 
Baar ypec (6). - 

A sore point with the MPA, in- 
| cidentally, is that a rep of its public 
| relations staff is no longer invited 
to the committee's conclaves. Until 
the group recently changed its name 
from the Public Information Cem- 
mittee of the Motion Picture In- 
dustry, the MPA’s New York flack 
automatically served as secretary. 


AGAINST ‘HYSTERIA’ 
Winston-Salem, N. C., Nov. 11. 
Recent hearings on Communism in 
Hollywood, conducted by the House 
Committee on Un-American Activi- 
ties, came in for sharp criticism in a 
resolution passed here last week by 
the House of Bishops of the Prot- 


estant Episcopal Church in United 
States. 











The resolution, adopted unani- 
mously, called upon American 
;chureh people to guard = against 


“hysterical fears” of Communism. It 
icharged that “an inquisiterial in- 
| vestigation of men’s personal beliefs 
|is a threat to freedom of conscience.” 
{| “The casting of public suspicion 
jon fellow-citizens under the protec- 
‘tion of Congressional immunity,” it 
j}added, “can readily become an of- 
,fense against Ged’s commandment, 


| Thou shalt not bear false witness 
; against thy neighbor.’ ” 


TRILLING TO N. Y. 





situation if other Catholie prelates Hollywood, Nov. 11. 

follow the lead of Philadelphia's Steve Trilling, exee assistant to 
| Dennis Cardinal Dougherty in clamp- | Jack Warner at Warners, hies to 
ing dewn a beycott on any theatre | N. Y. today for a two-week vacation. 


. Craig Stevens 


In Deference To 


| 


bs | exhibs are being put on the 
y ré a | the letter charged. : 


Philadelphia, Nov. 11. 


Clerical censorship won a major | 


battle over the’ film business this 
week with the yanking of “The 
Outlaw” from the Erlanger theatre | 
Monday night (10) in the wake of | 
bitter opposition to that pic and 
“Forever Amber” from the Catholic 
Church. On the “Amber” front, 
20th-Fox was still holding firm in 
its third week of screening the pic- 
ture in face of a one-year Catholic 
boycott extending to all houses 
playing 20th product in the Philly 
archdiocese. a 

Decision to pull “Outlaw” from 
the Erlanger was made upon the 
return of theatre owner William 
Goldman from California. In a let- 
ter to Dennis Cardinal Dougherty, 
Goldman explained that he had 
been out of town when the Cardi- 
nal’s original communication-to his 
office was received on Nov. 3. “In 
deference to your exalted position,” 
Goldman said, “we are today with- 
drawing the film. Had your views 
been called to our attention prior te 
the. initial exhibition, we would 
have at that time given them seri- 
ous consideration.” 

Goldman lifted the picture despite 
the fact that, as he explained in the 
letter, he had seen the film before 
booking it and was “satisfied that it 
contained nothing that was offen- 
sive.” However, he said, the picture 
was being withdrawn because “it is 
not our wish to exhibit any picture 
that, notwithstanding our own judg- 

(Continued on page 22) 


N. Y. to L. A. 


Harry Brand 

Joan Crawford 
Roy Del Ruth 
John van Druten 
Mrs. Henry Ginsberg 
Martin Goodman 
Harry Kosiner 
Edward Morey 
Howard Randa!l 
Irving Rapper 
John F. Reeder 
Walter Reilly. 
Norton V. Ritchey 
Jean Sablon 

Henny Youngman 
Josh White 

Peter Von Zerneck 


N. Y. to Europe 
Noel Coward 
Lee Ephraim 
Morris Helprin 
Mr. and Mrs. Bob Hope 
Jack Huiburt 
Jennifer Jones 
Tom Lewis 
Gerald Mayer 
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Montgomery 
Westey Ruggles 
Mr. and Mrs. Henry Sherek 
Alexis Smith : 





John C. Wilson 





} government opposition and 





Legion of,Decency will be more on 


|guard than ever and -the Motion 


Picture Assn. is falling down on job 
jof keeping films clean. As a result, 


spot, 


Warner Bros. theatre in Troy, N.Y 


showing “Amber,” ran into a 
quadruple snag of Catholic youth 
| picketing, labor trouble, municipal 


refusal 


(Continued on page 20) 


Reynolds, Lavery Seek 
Liberals’ Co-op to Ward 
Off Federal Censorship 


Sounding a warning that Federal 
censorship of films is more imme- 
diate and acute than is generally 
realized, Screen Writers Guild prexy 
|Emmet Lavery and commentator 
| Quentin Reynolds last Friday (7) 
called for liberals throughout : the 
country to help safeguard the in- 
dustry from such a fate. 

Speaking at a luncheon in New 
| York sponsored by the Americans for 
Democratic Action in Lavery’s hon- 
or, Reynolds pointed out that “many 
top Hollywood producers read oniy 
Hearst papers.” Recent Hearst edi- 
torials demanding Federal film cen- 
sorship, consequently, might scare 
|the producers into tossing all con- 
| troversial ideas out of their films. 
Lavery seconded this, declaring that 
the industry .has always “scared 
easily.” To dispel this fear, he rec- 
emmended friendly invitations from 
liberal growps throughout the coun- 

(Continued on page 18) 


L. A: to N. Y. 


June Allyson 
Lauren Bacall 
George Dembow 
Milton Biew 
Humphrey Bogart 
Aileen Brenon 

Ed Cashman 
Alexander H. Cohen 
Harry Cohn 

Jules Dassin 
Armand Deutsch 
Dick Dickson 
Humphrey Doulens 
William Dozier 
Dick Fishell 
Walter Florell 
Joan Fontaine 
Sidney Franklin 
Betty Garde 
Herman Jaffe 
Murray Kaufman 
Arthur Kelly 
Dorothy Kirsten -. 
Zoltan Korda 
Walter Lurie 
Gordon Maynard 
Virginia Mayo 
Burgess Meredith 
Louella O. Parsons 
William Perlberg 
Abraham Polonsky 
Bob Roberts 
Estelita Rodriguez 
Gradwell Sears 
Ann Sheridan 
George Tobias 

















Googie Withers 














‘Continued on page 55) Will gander legit field. 


Loretta Young 


Max Younygstein 
William H. Veeller 
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Upped-Scale Prices Only in Ist Runs 
May Be the Sop to Small Town Indies 


The upped admission wrangle cur- 
rently dividing distribs from exhibs 
is heading for a compromise in prac- 
tice if not by agreement. The way 
out has apparently been devised by 
Paramount and Warner Bros. with 
the chances better than even that 
majors will follow the same 
pattern. New method, figured to 
mollify indie exhib who's. spear- 
pointed the opposition, is to book 
the picture at boosted scales in first- 
run keys only. 

That sort of policy has been set 
for both Paramount’s “Unconquered” 
and Warners’ “Life With Father.” 
It means scooping the cream from 
the big city deluxers via raised ad- 
missions, then pulling the pic. Com- 
panies then re-route the features in 
question through first-runs again— 
this time at regular prices—and | 
thereafter at normal tab through the | 
subsequent-run houses, 

It’s considered a radical revision | 
of the down-the-line hoisted terms 
set by Samuel Goldwyn’s “Best | 
Years” and David O. Selznick’s 
“Duel in the Sun.” In those two in- 
stances, no exhib, either first-run 
de-luxer or last-run nabe, could buy 
the pic without fixing a minimum 
b.o. scale considerably higher than 
its run-of-the-mill rate. It’s figured | 
that the new technique will cool off | 
the revolt by small-fry exhibs. 

Policy set this week by Para- 

(Continued on page 20) 


Rocky Mountain Allied 
Loves That Metro—For 
Low ‘Dolphin’ Prices 


Rocky Mountain Allied, one of the 
most militant of the indie exhib or- 
ganizations when distributors do 


other 





o 


| 


To Make B’s at 20th 


| 


| 





something they dislike, lost no time | 


in showering congratulations on 
Metro sales veepee William F. 
Rodgers for his decision against up- 
a admission prices on “Green 

olphin Street.” Organization’s re- 
action, followed by a glowing re- 
view of “Dolphin” in its bulletin to 
members, is considered importani as 
an indicator of typical indie exhib 
feeling on the subject. 

After listing the various argu- 
ments given by Rodgers against up- 
ping the prices on “Dolphin,” the 
ulletin swung into the review, de- 
Glaring the film “has everything that 
it is possible to cram into a motion 
os, Review objected to the 

Im’s 140-minute running time and 
what it termed a “poor title,” but 
advised exhibs that “if you .can let 
your patrons know about what is in 
store for them, they will jam the 
place.” 

Allied States, parent organization 

(Continued on page 22) 


STEELE’S MIAMI AND D.C. 
LINKS IN NEW CIRCUIT 


New syndicate which, recently 
acquired a house in Miami Beach 
and another in Washington, D. C., 
hopes to make the pair the first in 
n indie circuit of considerable size. 
Bioup is headed by Arthur J. Steele, 
operator of the St. John theatre, 
Jacksonville, Fla., and was gotten 
together by David Stillman (& Still- 
man), New York attorney. Stillman 
holds a piece of the syndicate. 

Miami Beach house is the Nor- 
mandy at 74th and Collins avenue. 
A 1750-seater in opposition to the 
Surf, a Wometco theatre, it will 
Open next month with a Metro pic- 
ture. Washington unit is to be built 
by Morris Cafritz at 1012 14th street, 
N.W. A 550-seater, it will be oper- 
ated as en art house. Construction 
Starts in January, 


5006 for Appeal 


Hollywood, Nov. 11. 

First three weeks of the Third An- 
nual United Appeal drive wound up 
with a total of $499,848 pledged by 
12,661 workers in the film industry. 
Technicolor, with $24,348, 
first plant 
record. 

The $499,848 represents 38% of the 
quota for this year. 





was the} 
to pass its last year’s | 


|of the first run and subsequent re- 








Probe Reopens Dec. 1 
Allendale, N. J., Nov. 11. 
Probe of Hollywood will re- 
open Dec. i and continue for two 
weeks, Rep. J. Parnell Thomas, 
chairman of the House un- 





American Activities Committee, 
said at his home here last week. 
He added that “two items which | 
never have been disclosed will | 
be brought to light.” 

Thomas expressed satisfaction 
with the outcome to date of the | 
Hollywood investigation, declar- 
ing: “Our committee’s job is to 
spotlight the Communists. The 
movie industry and the Ameri- 
can people will take care of the 
rest.” 


Nat Holt, Ex-RKO, 











Hollywood, Nov. 11. 
The road back to full-scale produc- 
ition of B’s is still being travelled by 
| 20th-Fox. With the idea of upping | 
| still further its program of low- 
| budgeters, made by indie producers | 
and released by it, 20th is current- 
ly elose to a deal with Nat Holt, 
heretofore an RKO producer since 
1944. Holt is expected to take over 
the chores of an indie producer with | 
20th footing much of the bill. 
Negotiations were personally ini- 
tiated by Spyros Skouras, 20th prexy, 
several week back in New Yor I | 
when Holt was in Gotham on visit. 
Details were worked out at that | 


ie 





|} time. Producer will probably make | 


four westerners for 20th, each at a | 
budget of $700,000 or thereabouts. 
Holt hit this pattern successfully 
(Continued on page 25) 





Jackson Park Decision 
Stands; U.S. Nixes Review 


Washington, Nov. 11. 

Five-year old anti-trust Jackson 
Park Theatre case, Chicago, came to 
the end of the line yesterday (Mon- 
day) when the Supreme Court de- 
nied a review of an injunction issued 
against the defendant distributors 
and affiliated circuits. Injunction, 
issued by the Federal district court 
in Chicago, provides for a complete 
change of booking pictures in that 
area. 

Under the new system, major 
Loop theatres will not be allowed to 
play a picture more than two weeks 
unless they release a print to other 
theatres so as not to form a backlog; 
three-week period between the end 


lease is discontinued; theatre cir- 
cuits can no longer set admission 


iLionel D. Edie & Co., 
|visers, and 


i with it; 





(Continued on page 27) 


NOT ENOUGH 
LEFT FOR AMUS, 


Inflation and a fast rise in pub 





spending on ‘durable goods, aaa 
touched off by the war’s end, are 
the basic economic factors behind 


the decline in domestic grosses. That 
conclusion is reached in a detailed 
study of the picture industry and its 
dividend prospects as prepared by 
investment ad- 
currently circulating 
among film biggies. It predicts pre- 
tax net earnings of $80,000,000 for 


jthe Big Five in 1948 after deducting 
$40,000,000 for an expected 40% de- 


cline in foreign revenues and $25,- 
000,000 for costlier pix released next 
year. 

In a carefully compiled graph 
(printed herewith), which traces 
key-city first-run boxoffice averages 
since 1936 against the national per- 
sonal income, effect of the inflation 
is dramatized. In 1946, for the first 
time in 10 years, the graph shows, 
b.o. revenues failed to respond to 
climbing income; parted company 
and dipped downscale. Sit- 
uation could well be attributed to 
the diversion of public spending to 
houses, automobiles, appliances, etc., 


jand to the sharp increase in food 


prices, the report declares. 

Over the period of 1936-45, analy- 
sis notes, b.o. revenues followed 
fairly consistently the pattern in 
which there occurred a 6% rise in 


|the theatre take for every 10% hoist 


in personal income. National earn- 
ing power is up 163%-from the ’39 
level. Using the ratio, report says, 
theatre biz should be 91% ahead of 
39. Actually, it’s onlye 68% to the 


| good. 


Pre-tax earnings of $80,000,000 for 
’48 compares with the Big Five's 
take of $145,000,000 for the current 
|calendar year and $204,000,000 in °46, 


it’s said, On the question of earnings | 


for ’48, report makes this forecast: 


"47 "47 "48 

Company Earnings Dividends Earn- 

ings 

Metro $2.50 $1.50 $1.40 

Paramount $4.40 $2.00 $2.75 

RKO $2.50 $1.20 $1.40 

20-Fox $5.00 $3.00 $3.00 
Warner 

Bros. $2.75 $1.50 $1.55 


Number of healthy factors are 
noted in the analysis. One funda- 
mentaily strong point is the fact that 
very little expansion has occurred 
in theatre facilities over the 18 years 
although population has _risen 
steadily. Seating capacity of flick- 
eries is currently around 12,000,000, 
which compares with 11,500,000 in 
37 and 12,150,000 in ’31. 

Meanwhile, theatre properties as 
well as other film holdings have been 
carried by the companies at cost 
“which is very low 
present replacement costs.” 
mount, for instance, has book value 
assets of $150,000,000, which compares 

(Continued on page 22) 





in relation to | 
Para- | 





British Treasury's 





Kady Cancels 


US. Trip; Slows 75% Tax Accord 





| Olivier to Aussie, Then U. 5 


Sir Laurence Olivier has ditched 
his plans to visit the U. S. late in 


January, upon completion of “Ham- 
let” for the J. Arthur Rank org. 
Olivier, instead, will plane directly 


for Australia from London to start 
his six-month tour of the Antipodes 
March 1. 

Cancellation of the U. S. trek fol- 
lowed a delay in completing “Ham- 
| let.” However, 
try on the way back to England. 
British thesp. will be accompanied 
iby his wife (Vivien Leigh). 





10 in ‘Contempt 


Washington, Nov. 11. 
Ten Hollywood figures cited for 
contempt of Congress got a breather 
today (Tues.) when Speaker’ Joseph 
W. Martin, Jr., announced after hear- 
ings that he would hold in abeyance 





contempt citations over to the U. S. 
district attorney for prosecution. 
Martin’s decision to postpone fur- 
ther action on the citations for the 
time being was due mainly to a brief 
and argument presented today by 
Martin Popper for the National Law- 
yers Guild. According to Popper, 
the Speaker’s function when the 
House is not in session is the same 
as the House’s function when it is 
meeting. Hence, he said, it is “not 
mandatory” for Martin to send the 
| citations on to the d.a. at this time, 
| when the House is recessed. Speaker, 
he added, has discretion now to de- 
cide whether the citations are legal 
and if they’re to be turned over to 
the d.a. for Grand Jury action. 
Popper asked Martin, consequently, 
not to forward the citations to the 
d.a. now but either to deny their 
legality or to hold them up until the 
(Continued on page 18) 


Joe Bernhard Says FC Will 
Have 12 New Films in ’48 


Film Classics will distribute ap- 
proximately 12 new films during 








closed in New York this week. About 
60% of the films will be in color, he 
said. FC was recently absorbed into 
Cinecolor. 

Outfit, which had previously spe- 
cialized in reissues, recently released 
its first new picture, “Spirit of West 
Roint,” starring Glenn Davis and 
“Doc” Blanchard. Bernhard said 
jhe was not only pleased with b.o. re- 
sults and terms, “but what’s more 
important, the wide coverage the 
picture is getting.” 
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U.S. NATIONAL INCOME. AND B.O. PART COMPANY 
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graph, prepared by investment adviser Lionel Edie & Co., maps the pattern of national personal 
income against the average weekly revenue per theatre of all first-run houses in the 31 key cities, 
from 1936 to date with the lighter vertical lines dividing the years into quarters. 


It runs 
Figures in the left column 


are in dollars representing the shifting per-theatre take during 10 years. 


he'll hit this coun- | 


Get U.S. Respite 


his decision on whether to turn the | 


1948, topper Joseph Bernhard dis- 


Washington, Noy. 11. 
The hot-and-cold prospects for a 
settlement of the British 75% tax 
dipped a few temperature points 


i this week While the top men of 


the island's film biz threw their 
| weight behind the bid to reduce the 
duties on American pix, it’s now 
learned that Sir. Wilfred Eady, Brit- 
ish Treasury official, isn’t coming 
over here after all. Moreover, Fay- 


ette Allport, Motion Picture Assn.’s 
European manager, has no concrete 
plan to present to the Labor govern- 
ment. 

Eric Johnston, MPA prexy, talked 
to Eady over the wires some 10 days 
ago, it’s been learned, and then 
ordered Allport to open negotiations 
when Eady advised him that his trip 
to America had been postponed, 
Eady may make the crossing in De- 
cember to thaw the $400,000,000 still 
unborrowed on‘the British loan. But 
Johnston didn’t want to chance that 
and therefore gave the go-ahead 
| word to Allport. 

First meeting between Bady and 
| Allport, staged yesterday (10), was 
limited to exploratory talks, it’s 
understood. If they can strike some 
common basis and there’s more than 
a 50-50 prospect of reaching a de- 
tailed settlement, Johnston and the 
| major company prexies will trek to 
London to finish it up. But olher- 
wise, there’s little likelihood of their 
(Continued em page 22) 


Closed British Theatres 
Sought as Warehouses; 
Del Giudice Tells M.P. Off 


London, Nov. 11. 
The Government is to be asked to 
| requisition 250 cinemas which may 
| have to close through lack of U. S. 


] 











films, and use the theatres as ware- 
houses for goods awaiting export. 
Suggestion is that of Sir Waldron 
Smithers, Member of Parliament. 
Sir Waldron is high pressuring the 
government for a series of inquiries 
on the film situation. He has asked 
the Chancellor of the Exchequer, in 
view of the fact that internal rev- 
enues equal to $332,000,000 annually 
are received in Britain from the 
showing of American films, if he'll 
give an estimate of the effect on 
revenue if the American film indus- 
try sends no more films to Britain. 
Sir Waldron has also addressed 
other special Parliamentary requests 
to the President of the Board of 
Trade. In one he asks what steps 
(Continued on page 22). 


LLOYD SETTLES COMEDY 
BIT SUITS VS. U AND COL. 


Hollywood, Nov. 11. 

Harold Lloyd’s suit for plagiarism 
against Universal has been settled 
out of court it was disclosed when 
dismissal of his two suits was filed 
in Federal district court. Simul- 
taneously, it was announced that set- 
tlement had been reached in Lloyd’s 
suit against Columbia Pictures. 
Lloyd's attorney Harold A. Fendler 
and Columbia lawyers agreed on 
amount of the settlement gnd will 
ink agreement within a few days. 

Deal with Universal, according to 
Fendler, will involve highest amount 
ever paid in settlement of copyright 
infringement action in this country, 
running well into six figures. Suit 
agaist U was based on alleged mis- 
appropriation of bits and comedy 
scenes from “The Freshman,” “Wel- 
come Danger” and “Professor Be- 
ware” for inclusion in “Her Lucky 
Night” and “She Gets Her Man.” 
Columbia suit involved asserted use 
of material from two films for pair 
of Three Stooges comedies. 








PAR’S REGULAR 50c DIVVY 

Regularly quarterly dividend of 
50c per share for outstanding com- 
mon stock has been declared by 
Paramount. Divvy will be handed 
out Dec. 19 to stockholders of rec- 
ord Nov. 28. 

Paramount's board is expected to 
meet tomorrow (Thursday) to au- 
thorize issuance of the company’s 





third-quarter profits report. 
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$100,000,000 Of Films’ Normal O'seas 
Take Hit By Foreign Market Snafu 


Represents 80% 


of Annual Take; 


British Tax 


Set Off Chain Reaction in Other Countries, But 
Hope Seen in ’48 


Within a rapidly shifting interna- 
tional scene, survey by VARieTY of 
the latest restrictions operative on 
U. S. films in major foreign markets 
reveals that 80%, or $100,000,000, of 
Holly wood’s normal overseas take is 
currently jeopardized in one form or 
another. 

Touched off by Great Britain’s 
drastic tax bite on film importations 
last July, a chain reaction of quotas, 
taxes and coin-freezing measures has 
been popping off on all points of the 
globe. In practically every country, 
the U. S. film industry’s dream of a 
free-trading postwar 
turned into a nightmare induced by 
a universal hard money famine, 
political uncertainty and _ potent 
nationalism. 

As of the present moment, the 
foreign market blackout is practi- 
cally complete. However, one bright 
spot in the picture is the expectancy 
that the Motion Picture Assn. will 
reach an agreement with Britain by 
the start of 1948 that'll considerably 
ease the situation. This fact, plus 
the launching of the Marshall plan 
for the rehabilitation of Europe, are 
regarded by film company execs as 
the starting points for easing the log- 
jam in world trade channels. 

Following survey includes all the 
important countries except the 13 in 
which the Motion Picture Export 
Assn. handles VU, S. film affairs. 
These are either military occupied 
or are in the Russian orbit, and 
present even more complex and in- 
surmountable problems than those 
listed below: 

Argentina 

Two months ago, the Argentine 
government clamped a freeze on 
U. S. pix funds following Britain’s 
ban on converting pounds to dollars. 
Step was supposedly temporary but 
film companies are still awaiting 
word on lifting of the freeze which 
will affect annual take of about 
$6,000,000 for major U. S. distribu- 
tors. In addition, income tax law 
slaps a 20% bite on 50% of the ex- 
hibitor price paid to producers of 
foreign films. 

Australia 

Agreement has been reached which 
freezes 30% of remittances (esti- 
mated at $6,000,000 annually) for a 
10-year period. Although represent- 
ing a heavy cut in film companies 
direct take, U. S. majors looked upon 
this settlement as relatively favor- 
able. Aussie government has also 
approved seven ways of investing 
the 30% blocked funds including 

film production, capital debt pay- 

ments, improvements, pension funds, 
real estate, securities and credit to 
theatre companies. Australia may 
have set the pattern for expected re- 
sttictions in New Zealand, Malaya, 
Burma, and other parts of the British 


empire, 
Belgium 
Belgium is one of Europe’s last 
remaining outposts where U. S. films 
are not subject, as yet, to any im- 
portant restrictions. This market, 
representing approximately $2,000,- 
000 for America, is being threatened 
by proposals along following lines: 
(1) quotas; (2) obligations to pro- 
duce in Belgium; (3) all prints re- 
leased in Belgium be made there; 
(4) bi-lingual dubbing; (5) elimina- 
tion of American newsreels; (6) dis- 
criminatory taxation in favor of 
domestic product; and (7) increase 
of import duties. 
° Brazil 
Remittances from Brazil, totalling 
over $5,000,000 yearly, have become 
increasingly irregular due to the 
government’s financial straits. On 
top of a threatened blocking of 
funds, Rio government has slashed 
all admissions by one-third and put 
ceiling on admissions, resulting in a 
one-third dip in returns on Yank 
pix. 
Chile 
Ceiling on remittances has been 
imposed by the Chile government 
limiting take for the U. S. companies 
on basis of their past earning cal- 
culated on an_ individual basis. 
Approximately $4,000,000 is involved 
in the Chile market. 
China 
Civil war and financial chaos have 


’ gompletely knocked out China from 


revenue calculations. However, since 
this area has been in practically the 
same condition for the past 10 years, 
it represents no new loss for film 
companies. 

Cuba 


Cuba, in addition to Puerto Rico, 


world has | 


Panama, Venezuela and Colombia 
among the Latin-American com- 
panies, ee ih remit coin on business 
done by American companies in that 
market. However, number of tax 
proposals have recurrently come up 


| for consideration which would prove 








detrimental to U. S. film companies. 
Denmark 

New US. films no longer show in 
Denmark following the government’s 
recent proposals for currency re- 
strictions. Under the new proposal, 
less than half the coin due Ameri- 
can companies could be exported 
with a heavy domestic tax on por- 
tion withheld. Less than $600,000 
would be available for films. Agree- 
ment is being sought on terms 
similar to the Australian deal. 


Ecuador 

Despite improved film business in 
Ecuador with returns upped more 
than 60% in last two years, U. S. 
distributors have been hamstrung by 
a dollar shortage. Since June, 1947, 
they've had to buy dollars at the rate 
of 17 sucres to $1 instead of the 
previous 13.5. Government has also 


imposed added taxes on incoming 
films. 

Egypt 
Funds are temporarily frozen. 


However, there’s talk that there may 
be 50% remittances permitted by the 
end of the year. Egyptian govern- 
ment, however, is talking only in 
terms of 30%. 


Eire 

Ireland is tied up on U. S. films 
just as much as England since that 
government pays through the British 
government, However, Yank dis- 
tribs are getting money out on old 
shipments already in the country. 
Internally, government is taking 60% 
of every $1 seat sold in cinemas. 


France 
Due to dollar crisis, remittances 
since 1939 have been frozen although 
French government agreed to remit 


| $11,400,000 of the blocked funds in 


quarterly installments this year. 
Only $2,285,000 of the total has been 
paid thus far. If Marshall plan goes 
into effect, however, it’s expected 
France will pay up early in 1948. 
Great Britain 

Since August, when Britain 
slapped a 300% ad valorem tax on 
all film imports, amounting to a 75% 
cutback in revenue take, American 
film companies have embargoed all 
new product to that country. Those 
pictures, however, which were 
shipped to England before the tax 
went into effect are exempt from 
the tax and U. S. film earnings are 
not expected to suffer until next 
spring when the backlog is ex- 
hausted. By that time, agreement 
on a modification of the tax into a 
50% coin freeze is expected to be 
reached between the Labor govern- 
ment and the MPA. 


Greece 
Deal for remittances expired in 
November, 1946, when exchange al- 
locations for all imports except 
essential foodstuffs were suspended. 
Everything points to an indefinitely 
bad climate for U. S. films in this 
territory as far as finances are con- 
cerned. 
India 
Following footsteps of Great 
Britain, a freeze or tax on U. S. 
films is anticipated shortly to save 
dollars. There’s also widespread 
agitation in India for measures to 
protect the domestic film industry. 
Italy 


There’s a deep freeze on coin in 
Italy, although in other respects, 
American films have been enjoying 
unprecedented business. U. S. film 
companies have indicated intention 
to produce in Italy to utilize blocked 
funds. Studio space, equipment and 
personnel are ample. 


Mexice 

Mexico is among the group of 
South- American countries which 
permits free remittances of fiJm coin. 
However, rapid growth of native in- 
dustry has inspired consideration of 
a law compelling local cinemas to 
reserve 50% of playing time for 
Mexican films. 


Norway 
Representing net take of $600,900 
for U.S. film companies, Norway has 
cut allocations for film imports dur- 
ing 1948 by 60% as an economy 
measure, In addition, U. S. films are 
subject: to a sliding scale of ren- 


| tals with a 40% ceiling and a 25% 











floor as contrasted to the flat 40% 





for domestic films, plus a .playing- 
time quota. 
Palestine 

Palestine import permits for U. S. 
films, cut off on Oct. 15, have been 
reissued in the past week. Palestine 
is among the last remaining sources 
of dollar remittances in the entire 
area despite the fact that the new 
import regulations, now being for- 
mulated, are being dictated by Lon- 
don, 

Peru 

Total remittances of all pix com- 
panies in Peru is about $1,600,000, 
half of which is to Hollywood and 
rest to other countries. There was 
talk that companies would get half 
their remittance money at the offi- 
cial rate but nothing materialized, 


Philippines 

Film industry has been singled out 
as a special source of tax revenue 
with a result that a total of 40% in 
taxes is being levied on gross rev- 
enues, giving the government a 
greater share than either the ex- 
hibitor or distributor. Moreover, 
government has indicated that it will 
impose ceiling prices on cinemas in 
near future, pushing scales down to 
prewar levels. 


Portugal 

Portugal was an_ unrestricted 
money area until recently when it 
took steps to conserve its dwindling 
dollar supply and blocked all re- 
mittances. In addition, following an 
intensive nationalist campaign at the 
beginning of 1947, high barriers went 
up against foreign imports of films. 

Spain 

Virtually no dollar exchange is 
available and the possibility of re- 
mittances from Spain is remote. 
Further complications are found in 
the import licenses which have to be 
bought on the open market, the raw- 


stock shortage, and discrimination 
against U. S. films. 
Sweden 
Sweden has imposed a _ freeze 


which blocks a yearly $2,500,000 to 
the big U. S. distribs. Until re- 
cently, this was an _ unrestricted 
money area. ; 
Switzerland 
Switzerland is an 
money area. However, 
import quota for each company 
based upon the amount of film 
brought in in the 1937-38 years, 


U. S. Not Pulling Out 
Of Norway Despite 607 


Cut as in Denmark 


It appears uncertain that Ameri- 
can film companies will pull out of 
Norway in reprisal to the 60% cut 
of allocations for film imports ord- 
ered by the Norwegian government. 
Sentiment is against anything as 
drastic because the vacuum created 
would only be filled by pix from 
other nations. 

In this regard, it’s now thought 
that the halt called by American 
companies in shipping pix to Den- 
mark was a mistake. The ban 
resulted in foreign producers rush- 
ing their product in to fill the hole 
in screen time. There’s great concern 
‘now that U. S. pix will lose their 
hold on the~-Danish public to no 
avail, 

Hence, though the Norwegian gov- 
ernment’s action is a replica of that 
taken by Denmark, the counter- 
moves of the majors may not be a 
repeat performance. Instead, Gerald 
M. Mayer, Motion Picture Assn.’s 
chief of the International Division, 
will huddle with Norsk officials in 
an effort to reach a compromise. 
Mayer sailed for the Continent 
Monday (10) aboard the Nieuw 
Amsterdam for a month’s sojourn. 

He'll also seek to clear the air in 
Denmark and Sweden where restric- 
tions have put the stopper on all 
remittances. France and Holland 
are aiso on his itinerary. 





unrestricted 








Century’s Marines Salute 

Cooperating with the U. S. Marine 
Corps, some 17 houses of the Cen- 
tury circuit in Brooklyn began dis- 
tribution of World War II Victory 
Medals yesterday (Tues.) to hon- 
orably discharged soldiers, sailors 
and marines. Emblems will be 
passed out through Nov. 18. 

By arrangement with the Marine 
Corps, a Marine Color Guard par- 
ticipated last night (Tues.) in Armis- 
tice Day ceremonies honoring the 
war dead at each of the same 17 
| Brooklyn theatres. 





Buenos Aires Sets Up New 
Pix Censorship Code 


Buenos Aires, Nov. 11. 

Municipal administration of Buenos 
Aires has set up a film code to 
regulate the exhibition of pix. De- 
cree issued last week provides that 
“no film must offend the moral sen- 
sibilities of the spectator or detract 
from the spiritual and ethical values 

..by scenes or suggestions opposed 
to natural and divine law.” 

Edict further establishes that films, 
being a form of art of predominant- 
ly social value, must respect the 
fundamental institutions which form 
the basis for public order “and for 
the community of men under law. 
The family, state, church, Army Gov- 
ernment and the law must not be 
shown in a derogatory light.” 


Eddie Small’s Kosiner 
Bullish on Italo Prod. 





Language difference has proved 


Edward Sme'l’s “Cagliostro” in 
Rome, but the production has proved | 
that films of Hollywood quality can 


ion of Harry Kosiner, Small’s sales 
chief, who returned to the U, S. las 
week after a month 
“Cagliostro” company in Italy. 

Picture is now well into produc- 
tion and will be finished by the first 
of the year, Kosiner said. Director 
Gregory Ratoff had been shooting 
around Orson Welles until arrival of 
star over the past weekend. 


down period, Kosiner declared, while 
the Americans and the Italian tech- 
nicians got accustomed to each 
other’s methods. That was solved— 
as was much of the language dif- 
ficulty—by locating an assistant di- 
rector, V. J. Balboni, an Italian who, 
for many years had been assistant to 
Clarence Brown in Hollywood. 


Kosiner brought back 1,500 feet of | 
edited film with him. He took it out 
to the Coast over the weekend to 
show to Small. Results were so good, 
he declared, that it is almost certain 


| the producer will make a_ second 


picture in Rome. 
“Cagliostro” is costing about §$1,- 
500,000 in lire equivalent, Kosiner, 





there’s an | 
| there any attempt to duplicate in | 


and represents probably $4,000,000 to 
$5,000,000 in production values were | 


| Hollywood the architectural settings 
|than can be “rented for buttons.” 

Much use is being made, Kosiner 
said, of the Villa d’Este, a place with 
extensive fountains about. 20 miles 
from Rome. 

Scalera studios, which are being 
used for indoor shots, are good, but 
lack recent refurbishing as a result 
of the war, Kosiner reported. As a 
result, Small’s crew brought in its 
own sound equipment and cameras. 
American makeup artists and an 
English sound crew were imported, 
but all other technicians are Italian. 

Gregor Rabinovitch is also work- 
ing in Rome currently, making low 
budgeters for Columbia, costing 
about $150,000 in lire equivalent. 


M-G SALES MEET DEC. 
IN CHI PRE-DECREE 


Metro is currently planning a divi- 
sion sales meet to be held in Chicago 
in‘ early December, in advance of 
the U. S. Supreme Court’s teeoff of 
hearings in the anti-trust decree. 
M-G sales veepee William F. Rodg- 
ers then heads for his annual four- 
to-six weeks’ vacation in Florida, 
after which he’ll go to the Coast for. 
a onceover of new product, 

Rodgers is mulling plans for a 
general sales meet in the early 
spring but will hold off on setting 
a date until the Supreme Court 
hands down its decision on the de- 
cree. Entire field sales staff will 
then be convened to huddle on what- 
ever new sales policies are dictated 
in the decree. Similar meets, inci- 
dentally, are expected to be called 
by other companies throughout the 
industry. 





ager Eddie Aaron may accompany 
Rodgers this year on his trip to the 
Coast, 





Stanwyck, Lancaster 
Get ‘Wrong Number’ 


Hollywood, Nov. 11. 
Hal Wallis signed Barbara Stan- 
wyck and Burt Lancaster to co-star 
in “Sorry, Wrong Number,” his next 
production for Paramount release. 
Filming starts early in 1948 with ' 
Anatole Litvak as director and co- 
producer. 





Facilities and Values « 


the principal difficulty in making of | 


be turned out there. That’s the opin- | 


close to the | 


There was a considerable shake- | 


Metro assistant general sales man-4 


UNESCO's Report 
On Film Programs 
‘For 12 Countries 


In a recently concluded study of 
conditions in the film industries of 
12 war-devastated countries, United 
Iyvations Educational, Scientific & 
Cultural Organization reports that a 
grant of only $25,000,000 to the dozen 
|nations could develop production 
|} and exhibition standards to efficient 
| levels. UNESCO commission report, 
completed in Paris two months ago 
| after a six months investigation, 
|}covers Belgium, Czechoslovakia, 
| Denmark, France, Greece, Luxem- 
| bourg, Netherlands, Norway, Poland, 
| Yugoslavia, China and the Philip- 
| pines. 
Major recommendation of the 
commission report was consideration 
the exemption from all import 
| taxes of film equipment, film materi- 
als and educational films, including 
newsreels. In addition, pointing out 
| dependency of most European com- 
| panies on Germany for spare parts 
| and equipment, commission also rec- 
|ommends that the Allied Control au- 
| thorities step up production of such 





| material in the Reich. 

UNESCO report, in general, takes 
;a hands-off attitude towards the 
}question of restrictions on com- 
mercial films operative in each 
| country. Pointing out that in France, 
j Se example, the film industry was 
| affected by “general economic prob- 
lems of a very serious character,” 
|the report declared such problems 
fell outside its present scope. 

Surveying raw stock situation, 
commission estimates that world 
| production capacity for monochrome 
| film and for chemicals is sufficient 
}to meet anticipated world~ needs. 
| However, supply of color films is far 
| below the demand, particularly in 
| France. Commission recommends on 
| this point that increased use of 16m 
instead of 35m film for public ex- 
hibition would result in savings on 
color film stock. 

Describing widespread 
trained personnel equipped to 
handle latest techniques in film 
production, UNESCO suggests inter- 
| national exchange of workers, to- 
| gether with scholarship schemes, to 
| encourage experts to work in other 
| countries. In conclusion, report 
| recommends that UNESCO act as an 
| international clearing house of in- 
| formation on all subjects relating to 
the screen. 


DAY-DATE ‘B’ THEATRES’ 
BOOTHMEN WANT ‘A’ PAY 


Hellywood, Nov. 11. 
Exec board of projectionists Local 
150 met this morning (Tuesday) to 
decide stand to be taken against 
other suburban houses screening 


lack of 








the firstruns. Local also sent re- 
port to Richard F. Walsh, prez 
of the International Alliance of 
Theatrical Stage Employees, on tem- 
porary darkening of a dozen Fox- 
West Coast houses last week for 
one day. 

Test of the local’s claim that 
boothmen in smaller houses playing 
day-and-date with deluxers should 
‘get class A pay comes up before the 
State Labor Bureau Nov, 17. Hear- 
ing on claim of James Graham, Lo- 
cal 150 operator at Fifth Avenue 
theatre, for extra pay is also set for 
that date. 

In report to Walsh, Local 150’s 
business agent George Schaffer said 
no strike is being called or contem- 
plated since dispute with FWC in- 
volved only individual boothmen 
who did not receive the contract 
scale. Meanwhile, number of new 
theatres are expected to be added to 
walkout list tonight (Tuesday) when 
first weeks with “Amber” will have 
been completed. In this event, cir- 
cuit will man booths with indie oper- 
ators which it has been recruiting 
Since trouble started last Wednes- 
day (5), 


Unions Pledge 1886 
To Charities Appeal 


Hollywood, Nov. 11. 

Studio unions, 47 in number, have 
pledged a total of $188,047 thus far 
| in the third annual appeal of the 
| film industry’s Permanent Charities 
, Committee. 
| Twenty-two of the locals have 
| Surpassed their last year’s records 
for the first two weeks of the drive, 








heme g to Edward Arnold, chair- 


man of the studio campaign. 





“Forever Amber” day-and-date with ’ 
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Geatleman’s Agreement 


20th-Fox release of Darryl F. Zanuck pro- 
duction. Stars Gregory Peck, Dorothy Mc- 
Guire, John Garfield; features Celeste Holm, 
Anne Revere, June Havoc, Albert Dekker, 
Jane Wyatt, Dean Stockwell. Directed by 
Elia Kazan. Screenplay, Moss Hart, from 
the novel by Laura Z. Hobson; music, Al- 
fred Newman; orchestra! arrangements, Ed- 
ward Powell; camera, Arthur Miller; edi- 
tor, Harmon Jones. Previewed N. Y. Nov. 





7, 47. Running time, 118 MINS. 
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The spectacular critical, popular 
and financial success of Laura Z. 
Hobson’s “Gentleman’s Agreement” 
as a novel should be repeated by 
Darryl F. Zanuck’s brilliant and 
powerful film version. Just as the 
original story of the writer (char- 
acter), who poses as a Jew to write 
a magazine series on anti-Semitism 
was a milestone in modern fic- 
tion, the picture is one of the most 
vital and stirring and impressive in 
Hollywood history. It should clean 
up at the boxoffice and bring de- 
served acclaim to its creators. 


The film is, if anything, an im- 
provement over the novel. This is 
not merely because the story 
been better focused and somewhat 
condensed, without softening the 
treatment. It is also more graphic 
and atmospheric than the book and, 
more importantly, because it has 
greater dramatic depth and force, 
and more personal, emotional im- 
act. Even the least-informed and 
east-sensitive filmgoer can hardly 
fail to identify himself with the 
characters on the screen, and be pro- 
foundly moved. The picture provides 
an almost overwhelming emotional 
experience and thus is not only 
highly topical, but truly universal. 

Moss Hart’s screenplay has elim- 
inated some of the book’s secondary 
characters, such as the writer’s big- 
oted sister, as well as a number of 
plot sequences, like the events at 


has | 








the winter resort. Also, obviously | 


for censor-morality reasons, the in- 
timate relationship between 
writer and Kathy, as well as between 
Dave and Anne, is now merely in- 


is impressive. Garfield is a natural 
in the part of Dave, giving it ad- 
mirable strength and understated 
eloquence. 

Except for her fault of diction 
noted above, Miss Holm is excellent 
in the likable part of Anne, while 
Anne Revere turns in another of her 
expressively terse portrayals as the 
mother. June Havoc as the anti- 
Semitic Jewish secretary, Albert 
Dekker as the red-blooded pub- 
lisher, Jane Wyatt in the bit 
part of Kathy’s sister, Dean Stock- 
well as the manly urchin, Nicholas 
Joy as the hypocritical doctor, and 
Sam Jaffe as the satirically philo- 
sophical scientist, are all excellent. 

Hart's screen adaptation is master- 
ful, and Elia Kazan’s direction, added 
to his work on such films as “Boom- 
erang,” establishes him in the top 
rank in Hollywood. (He already is 
on the Broadway stage.) Arthur 
Miller’s photography is outstanding, 
and the settings and special effects 
‘fare exceptional. In sum, “Gentle- 
man’s Agreement” is more than a 
top-drawer adaptation of a success- 
ful beok and a worthy treatment of 
a vital subject—it is a credit to the 
screen, Hobe. 


Read te Rio 
(Sengs) 
Hollywood, Novy. 11. 


Paramount release of Danie! Dare produc- 


tion. Stars Bing Creshy, Bob Hope, Doro- 
thy Lamour; features Gale Sondergaard, 
Frank Faylen, Wiere Bros. (3), Andrews 
Sisters (3). Directed by Norman Z. 
McLeod. Original stery and ecreenpiay, 


Edmund BHeloin and Jack Bese; camera, 
Ernest Laszlo; songs, Johnny Burke, James 
Van Heusen; music, Robt. Emmett Dolan; 


editor, Eltsworth Hoagland. Tradeshown 
Nov. 10, '47. Running time, 100 MINS. 

Scat Sweeney. ...s-....ssseees Bing Crosby 
BB? eee ore Bob Hope 
Lucia Maria De Andrade..Dorothy Lamour 
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Pin 6 0cbnepbeoebercscesen Frank Faylen 
MOOT 6 50 oo04 ts 0.000 nae vadeed ceed Joseph Vitale 
Rodrigues. ..cseco++..++e0+-.-Frank Pustia 
oO eer rorerers. me 
SPP TPT Peer Robert Barrat 


Stone-Barton Puppeteers 
Jerry Colonna 
Andrews Sistere 





This celluloid junket along the} 
“Road to Rio” should find smooth | 
riding to sturdy boxoffice. The pat- 
tern established by other Paramount 
“Road” pictures is solidly followed 
by Daniel Dare’s production to keep 
the laughs spilling and the paying 





se e vo 
Miniature Reviews 

“Gentieman’s Agreement” 
(20th). Film version of best- 
seller, should get critical raves 
and smash b.0o. 

“Read te Rio” (Songs) (Par). 
Another boxoffice winner in 
Paramount's “Road” series with 
Crosby, Hope and Lamour. 

“Night Seng” (Music) (RKO). 
OK drama of blind musician; 
marquee furnished by Dana An- 
drews, Merle Oberon, Artur 
Rubinstein and others. 

“Pirates of Monterey” (Color) 
(U). Conventional historical ad- 
venture-romance of California in 
the 1840s. 

“Fabulous Texan” (Rep.). Wil- 
liam Elliott, John Carroll, Cath- 
erine McLeod in super-western; 
good b.o. 

“Whispering City” (Canadian) 
(EL). Canadian-made melier 
with Paul Lukas, Helmut Dan- 
tine, Mary Anderson, looks OK. 

“Cemin’ Thro’ the Rye” (Ad- 
vance). British-made documen- 
tary has no chance in U. S,; 
minor even for England. 

“Ghests of Berkeley Square” 
(Pathe). Robert Morley stars in 
this strange British sophisticated 
comedy; not for America. 

“White Unicern” (GFD). Mar- 
garet Lockwood as femme lead 
gives this British-made _tear- 
jerker a chance in U. S. 

“End of the River” (GFD). 
Sabu, Bibi Ferreira in British- 
made meller about Brazil; dis- 
appointing even for England. 








Night Seng 
(MUSIC) 
Hollywood, Noy. 11. 


RKO release of Harriet Parsons produc- 
tion. Stars Dana Andrews, Merle Oberon, 
Ethel Barrymore; features Hoagy Car- 
michael, Jacqueline White, Denald Curtis, 
Walter Reed. Directed by John Cromwell. 
Screenplay, Frank Fenton, Dick Irving Hy- 
land; adapted by DeWitt Bodeen from story 
by Hyland; camera, Lucien Ballard; score, 
Leith Stevens; song, Hoagy Carmichael, 
Fred Spielman, Janice Torre; editor, Harry 


customers satisfied. Background is | sia tian aa 
laid in Latin-America, which fur- | Dee : . aie ae 
nishes reason for listenable tequilla | Qithy/7°2/7' 7777777777... Baste Ghesen 
score and pert new tunes by James | Miss Willey............... Ethel Barrymore 
Van Heusen and Johnny Burke. Chick pene 6s heb ebsEN eb ROO Hoagy Carmichael 
There are no talking animals im| (eonge.......liesssess+ Donald Curtis 
this to prep uproarish see-hear gags, | Jimmy..............0.....-0055 Walter Reed 
but a capable substitute is a trumpet | Mamie...................-+.+--- Jane Jones 


the | that blows musical bubbles. Stunt 


pays off as one of a number of top, 
hard-punching laugh-getters. Nor- 


ferential in the first case and com- | man Z. McLeod's direction blends the 


pletely eliminated 


The basic elements of the Hobson 
work are not only retained, but in 
some cases given greater dimension 
and plausibility. This is true of the 
adaptation, direction and perform- 
ances. Thus, the first meeting be- 
tween Phil Green and Kathy is more 
understandable on the screen than it 
was on the printed page. Similarly, 
the couple’s other scenes, especially 
the initial love scene, dramatize their 
irresistible mutual physical attrac- 
tion, which overcomes their violent 
philosophic disagreements. 

The picture is memorable for nu- 
merous other vivid, impelling pas- 
For instance, the break‘ast 
scene, when Green tries to explain 
anti-Semitism to his innocent li 
son, stamps the picture’s urgent theme 
on the spectator’s mind virtually at 
once, Other unforgettable moments 
are when the youngster tells his 
father of being taunted by his play- 
mates, Phil’s childlike terror at his 
mother’s heart attack, Kathy’s re- 
action when Phil reveals the “angle” 
for his magazine series, Phil’s help- 
less rage at the “restricted” resort 
hotel, the scene with Anne and the 
unconscious bigot in the cocktail bar, 
Dave's quiet account of the Jewish 
soldier’s death and Dave's conversa- 
tion with Kathy about her passive 
disapproval of “nice” anti-Semites. 

There are many other fine ones, but 
the picture isn’t perfect. There are 
also disappointing or confusing 
scenes. One is the party given by 
Kathy’s sister, which remains as un- 
resolved on the screen as in the book, 
and as lacking in realistic atmos- 
phere. In the same scene, the stupid 
Connecticut'dowagers seem exagger- 
ated. Celeste Holm, with some of 
the film’s most pungent lines, fre- 
quently reads them too fast for in- 
telligibility. And the scene in which 


Phil’s mother reads from his articles ' 


seems verbose and preachy, although 


her lines about “your father would | 
are acutely | 


have been pleased” 
touching. 

Another measure of the success of 
“Gentleman's. Agreement” as a pic- 


ture is the distinguished quality of | 


so many of its individual perform- 
ances. As Phil Green, the magazine 
writer, Gregory Peck gives unques- 
tionably the finest performance of his 
career to date. He is quiet, almost 


in the second.| music and comedy into fast action 


and sock chuckles that will please 
followers of the Crosby-Hope- | 
Lamour series. 

Able song selling is given to “But 
Beautiful” and “You Don’t Have to 
Know the Language” by Crosby. 
Miss Lamour tosses off “Experience” 
for listening pleasure. Two male 
stars combine on “Apalachicola, Fia.,” 
for laughs as song-dance team, while 
the Andrews Sisters lend their 
special touch to “For What?” Score 
is further abetted by inclusion of five 
a Latin standards. 

y and Hope repeat their slap- 
characters in the Edmund 
-Jack Rose plot. Opening es- 
tablishes the boys, as usual, 
trouble and broke. When they set a 
circus on fire, pair escape by taking 
refuge on a ship heading for Rio. It 
doesn’t take them to discover a 
damsel in distress (Miss Lamour) 
'and action centers around their 
efforts to save her from a wicked 
aunt and a forced marriage. Beloin 
and Rose pulled all stops in assuring 
generous supply broad gags, but 
wasted a lot of time finishing punch 
lines. Audiences start their roaring 
before a gag is finished so the tag is 
never heard. 

Star trio is up to all demands and 
gives extra punch because of obvious 
enjoyment of playing roles. 2 
fun are the Wiere Bros., dopey trio 
of Latins Lo — up by Crosby and 
Hope. Gale Sondergaard heads up 
the menace as the wicked aunt who 
tries to marry off Miss Lamour so 
she can get her money, using hyp- 
nosis. Frank Faylen, Joseph Vitale, 
Nestor Paiva and others are capable. 
Jerry Colonna, the talking mustache, 
is cut in for a wacky finale in true 
“the Marines to the rescue” style. 

Ernest Laszlo’s camera work is an 
asset, as are art direction, settings, 











gentle, progressively intense and res- | 


Shute, with just the right suggestion 
of inner vitality and turbulence. 
Doroth 
cally and emotionally compelling as 
Kathy, adding considerable scope and 
depth to anything she has done here- 
tofore. The range from her some- 
what flippant opening scene to the 


| 
| 


McGuire, too, is dramati-, 


| 
| 


special photographic effects and 
Robert Emmett Dolan’s musical di- 
rection. Brog. 





Artur Rubinstein 
Eugene Ormandy 





“Night Song” packs some compe- 
tent performances, both musical and 
thespian, to help its boxoffice. It’s a 
drama of a musician saved from bit- 
terness over sudden blindness by the 
love of a girl, and the top names in 
the cast carry marquee weight. Lat- 
ter value will be an aid in pulling 
customers, indicating average grosses 
in most situations. 

Physical values are good, the score 
registers on the ear, particularly Ar- 
tur Rubinstein’s piano performance 
of the Piano Concerto m C Minor, 
written for the film by Leith Stev- 
ens. Backing that assist is ene 
Ormandy conducting the New York 
Philharmonic Symphony Orchestra. 


Dana Andrews as the composer 
generally accounts for a topnotch 
performance. His bitterness in the 
early part of the film is much too 
stern as directed to register realis- 
tically but carries feeling. After he’s 
cured, character takes on a frivolous 
aspect but actor manages the transi- 
tions called for in plot with consider- 
able skill. 


Merle Oberon is extremely like- 
able and attractive as the rich girl 
who believes so much in Andrews’ 
possibilities that she adopts a blind 
pose herself. Actress’ role is entirely 
sympathetic and she skillfully carries 
an audience with her. 


Balancing dramatics are lighter 
performances by Ethel Barrymore 
and Hoagy Carmichael. Former’s 
light touch gives plenty of zip to 
lines furnished by the Frank Fenton- 
Dick Irving Hyland script. Car- 
michael, as Andrews’ seeing-eye 
friend, brings a personality that 
stands out to the part. Also, he has 
opportunity to sing a typical Car- 
michael number, “Who Killed ’Er,” 
written by himself in collaboration 
_— Fred Spielman and Janice 
orre. 


John Cromwell's direction plunges 


the players into brittle, staccato 
situations as story gets underway. 





Rebt. Green Shifts to Film Classics 
Pittsburgh, Nov. ll. | 

Robert Green, assistant booker at | 
Columbia, has resigned to head’ 
booking department of Hymie| 
Wheeler’s new Film Classics ex-| 
change. 

Sanford Miller, mew RKO sales-| 
man in this territory, assigned to | 
the Erie area. 

Stephen Petnar has acquired the 
Strand theatre in St. Michael, Pa., 
from Mike Youneridge, and will re-} 
open it after remodeling and reseat- 
ing. 

Walter Gettinger, who operated | 
Casino, burlesk house here, as a 
Laff Movie this summer, has acquired | 
a half interest in Howard theatre, 


Searing final one with John Garfield! Baltimore. 


Abrupt breakoff of early scenes by 
script and direction makes establish- 
ment of feeling difficult and sympa- 
thy for characters thin. Dialog puts 
a bit too much emphasis on differ- 
ence between wealth and poverty, 
but when off the soapbox tells an 
interesting story with both feeling 
and lightness. 

Harriet Parsons’ production guid- 
ance under the executive supervision 
of Jack L. Gross has invested picture 
with good physical background. 
Locale is San Francisco and New 
York and special effects blend well 
with studio lensing by Lucien Bal- 
lard. His camera graces players aad 
settings furnished by art direction 
and set decorations. Leith Stevens’ 
musical direction as well as his piano 
concerto are excellent. Brog. 





Pirates of Menterey 
(COLOR) 


Universal release of Paul Malvern produc- 
tien. Stars Maria Montez, Rod Cameron; 
features Mikhail Rasumny, Philip Reed, 
Gilbert Roland, Gale Sondergauard. Directed 
by Alfred Werker. Screenplay, Sam Hell- 
man and Margaret Buell Wilder; original, 
Edward T. Lowe and Bradford Ropes; cam- 
era (Technicolor), Hal Mohr and W. How- 
ard Greene; music, Milton Rosen; editor, 
Russell Schoengarth. Tradeshown N. Y., 
Nov. 10, 47. Running time, 78 MINS. 


Marguerita. .......eeseeceseee Maria Montez 
Phillip Kent.......ccscsecssss Rod Cameron 
th seeise neeenee ee eevee Mikhail Rasumny 
Et, Carlos Ortega. .ccccocccisss Philip Reed 
Major De Roja......eseeees: Gilbert Roland 
Senorita de Sola.......... Gale Sondergaard 
ONE: 5545s oss enon avenns Tamara Shayne 
GOVOPMOT. 05. 2 ccc ccceces Robert Warwick 
Sergeant Gomara.......... Michael Raffetto 
BEAM o os cnc vines ccvvisesanes Neyle Morrow 
Captain Cordova. .....+...5+. Victor Varconi 
«44. c¥er abs nee onniee Charlies Wagenheim 
PERGR. . codecs ccececseonces George J. Lewis 
OG oo ckn dsc ccccacéetecdeeucse Joe Bernard 
Lieutenant No. 1........+.. George Navarto 
Wet Bee, Be cccsdogecscecior Victor Romito 
Them Ne. D..cccccccs*cevecens Don Driggers 
yy | Se TTTTTTTTTrTTrTT ee George Magrill 





“Pirates of Monterey” is a roman- 
tic adventure story of the California 





coast in the 1840s, when the area be- | 


longed to Mexico. Because of the 
scenic beauty of its locale, impres- 
sively reproduced in color, it is a 
handsome productién. But when the 
outstanding appeal of an adventure 
film is the visual quality of its pho- 
tography, it’s a negative comment On 
its entertainment value. That's a fair 
estimate of the picture, however. It’s 
merely a decorative dualler. 


The story deals with an American 
soldier of fortune who takes a wagon 
train of the latest type rifles from 
Mexico City to a Mexican army de- 
tachment at the presidio in old Mon- 
terey. There are. ambushes, wild 
rides, sword and gun fights, intrigue 
and fiesta scenes of dancing, sing- 
ing, laughter and love-making. 

Although every bit of the story 
could obviously have happened, it all 
seems incredible. The lines are stilt- 
ed, the direction ar labored and 
the acting is hackneyed and fre- 
quently arch. The actual outdoor 
seenes are effectively photographed, 
particularly in their use of colorful 
costumes. But some of the sets and 
scenic effects are palpably — 

obe. 


The Fabuleus Texan 


Republic release of Edmund Grainger pro- 
duction. Stars William Elliott, John Car- 
roll, Catherine McLeod; features Albert 
Dekker, Andy Devine, Patricia Knight, 
Rath Donnelly. Directed by Edward Lad- 
wig. Screenplay, Lawrence Hazard and 
Horace McCoy, based on original by Hal 


Long; camera, Reggie Lanning; editor, 
Richard L. Van Enger; music, Anthony 
Gollins. Tradeshown N. Y., Nov. 5, ‘47. 
Running time, 97 MINS. 

GUUS... ckdcouas copies William Elliott 
John Wesley Barker........... John Carroll 
Alice Sharp........+-... Catherine McLeod 
GEMMRM THOERs 6 occ cepece ctacks Albert Dekker 
SOD: DEE c:'0 60650050066 0.000 6 Andy Devine 
Sonic AlNGR. osc ccvcccccagess Patricia Knight 
Utopia Mills.....cccccedeces- Ruth Donnelly 
OS TAA PCOM . a 96 060 esceensees Johnny Sands 
Heverend Barker........-- Harry Davenport 
Doctor Sharp. ..++....+--- Robert H. Barrat 
Luke Roland........ »..Douglass Dumbrille 
, .. LEEETEETEP TELL Reed Hadley 
ERECT eT eee Roy Barcroft 
TG : SUN. oc vccesdcewne Russell Simpson 
Bee CIAVAOR.,..cccccesteevcvese James Brown 
Bam BOB. 5.0. ccccccvecscccatess Jim Davis 
Dick Claytom..cccsssccsseres George Beban 
Sim Claytom...ccccccsssccssceses john Miles 





Republic has apparently taken the 
advice of some of its major stock- 
holders to forego attempts at mak- 
ing prestige films and sink its 
heavier budgets into the type of 
pictures it knows best how to make. 
“Fabulous Texan” is a western in 
every sense of the word and, as 
such, right down Republic’s alley. 
It’s obviously, too, an expensive job 
and, with the cast topped by William 
Elliott, John Carroll and Catherine 
McLeod, looks good for first runs, 
as well as the shootin’ galleries. 

Despite its opulence, “Texan” is 
beset by several obstacles that pre- 
vent it from being a standout film 
of its kind. Screenplay by Lawrence 
Hazard and Horace McCoy elicits 
plenty of interest by dealing with a 
phase of Texas history seldom touch- 
ed upon heretofore in films. Cameras 
take full advantage of the beauteous 
terrain in which the film was lensed 
but then negate all the good work 
by rendering Miss McLeod and Pa- 
tricia Knight, the second femme 
lead, anything but beautiful. 


On the credit side of the ledger is 
the fine work turned in by Elliott 
and Carroll. Former is a western 
star in the best William S. Hart 
tradition, even slightly resembling 
the old master. He’s got plenty of 
opportunity to demonstrate his thes- 
ping, as well as riding and shooting 
ability in this one, and emerges on 
on top in all three departments. 
Carroll, too, is standout, although 
he’s burdened by many of the trite 
phrases that were so unwisely in- 
jected into the screenplay. As for 
Miss McLeod, westerns definitely 
aren't her forte. Whatever acting 
ability she might possess is com- 
pletely lost in a welter of over- 
emoting and posing, much of which 
again is doubtless due to the screen- 
play. 

Story has Elliott and Carroll as 
a couple of Confederate officers who 
return to Texas after the war only 
to find it over-ridden by carpetbag- 
gers and despotic state police. To 
avenge the death of his father at the 
hands of the troopers. Carroll shoots 
it it out with them and has to flee 
into the mountains. Elliott follows 
and the two start a crusade against 
the police. Elliott then decides they’d 
get better results by cooperating 


with the Federal government, and so 
is appointed a U.S. marshal. 

Carroll meanwhile, has forsaken 
his Robin Hood career to 
bank with his band, which makes 
him a Federal offender. Disillusioned 
populace then forms a band of 
lantes and, in a major . t, 
Carroll’s the only one of his gang 
that escapes. . a ruse, he 
learns the state po general is 
out to ambush Elliott. He gets there 
first, they shoot it out and both are 
killed. Peace and order are restored 
and Elliott marries Miss McLeod, 
with whom both he and Carroll had 
been in love. 


Picture has a final sequence, in- 
cidentally, which will rank among 
the corniest ever seen unless Repub- 
lic gets hep and trims it before 
“Texan” goes into general release. 
It shows Miss McLeod as an old 
grandmother, posing before a statue 
of her late Husband and telling by- 
standers something about the fact 
he wasn’t the only one who did a let 
for Texas. Miss McLeod's gray wig 
and the painted backdrop are too 
obvious for comfort. 

Supporting cast, topped by Albert 
Dekker, Andy Devine, Ruth Don- 
nelly and Harry Davenport, handle 
their chores competently. Producer 
Edmund Grainger and director Ed- 
ward Ludwig missed out on the 
seript supervision but otherwise 
handled the film capably. Anthony 
Collins’ score lends much to the pic- 
ture’s heavier dramatic — 

tal. 


Jens Manssen I Amerika 


(‘Jens Menson in America’) 
(SONGS) 
(SWEDISH-MADE) 


Scandia Films _release of Europa Film 
production. Stars Edvard Persson; features 
Stig Olin, Mim Persson, Bojan Westin. 
Directed by Bengt Janzon. Screenplay, 
Janzon and Carl-Adam Nycop; camera, 
Bertil Palmgren and Mack Stengier; music, 
Alvar Kraft. At Sth Avenue Playhouse 
N. ¥., Nov. 1, ’47. Ranning time, 108 
MINS. 





(In Swedish; English Titles) 


One of the better Scandinavian 
imports, this film stars veteran 
Swedish comedian Edvard Persson 
in a yarn that takes him on a 
Cook’s tour of half the U. S. Pic- 
ture has a natural appeal for Swed- 
ish-Americans and the word-of- 
mouth should help. It’s bound to 
be a dependable grosser in the art 
situations. 

Making his first visit to America 
last year, Persson was accompanied 
by several technicians. Through the 
group’s collective efforts they shot 


some 40% of the footage which ap- 


pears in “Jens Monson in America.” 
Scenes of Niagara Falls, Chicago, 
=~ of Texas, Hollywood, San 
rancisco and Oregon are logically 
introduced in the script. Especially 
emphasized as samples of Americana 
are the many-hued neon signs, con- 
crete highways, drive-in eateries 
with their classy carhops and 
“cheap” automobiles. 


Prime fault of the film is its ex- 
treme length. Story easily could 
have been ended 20 minutes earlier. 
is built around Persson, a 
struggling farmer in Sweden. In- 
formed he’s inherited a farm in the 
U. S., he sails for America only to 
discover that he must find a missing 
brother before the property is his. 

Cast’s — has a sincere ring to 
it. Persson outstanding as the 
jovial farmer. He also shines with 
an occasional vocal, self-accompanied 
on the guitar. His man peeey Stig 
Olin, handles his bi-lingual role 
well betraying’ only the gestion 
of a Swedish accent. Mim Persson, 
the comic’s screen and real life wife, 
along with Bojan Westin register in 
lesser roles, irection and camera 
are okay. 


Whispering City 
(CANADIAN-MADE) 


Eagle Lion release of Quebec Production 
Corp. production, Stars Helmut Dantine, 
Mary Anderson, Paul lakas; features 
Mimi d'Estee, John Pratt, 
lacie Poitras. 


; Guy ; 
bec Concerto’’ by Andre Mathieu. Trade- 
shown in N. Y., Nov. 6, ‘47. Running time, 
98 MINS. 


Michel Lacoste......se.ee..-Helmut Dantine 
Marie Roberts....... coeee..-Mury Anderson 
Albert Frederick. .....cccess+s- Paul Lukas 
Renee Brancourt....cscecsess Mimi d' Estee 
Bdward Durant... .ccccrcsecsesers John Pratt 
i SPP IeeE ee ete errscoces Lucie Poitras 
Blanche Lacoste....csseeseees Joy Lak Yeur 
Police Inspector.......... George Alexander 
Assistant Police Inspector....Henri. Poitras 





This first Canadian feature film to 
attract attention in the U.S. is a 
melodrama of considerable suspense 
unfolded with Quebec and Montreal 
as a background. Having Mary An- 
derson, Paul Lukas and Helmut Dan- 
tine in the cast, it will do well in 
U. S. theatres and exceedingly so in 
Canadian houses, 


Besides a fairly intriguing murder 
yarn, done skillfully by Rian James 
and Leonard Lee from the George 
Zukerman-Michael Lennox original, 
production introduces an excellent 
concerto by Andre Mathieu. This 
theme figures in two rehearsal scenes 
and then the full-dress preem with a 
big symphony orchestra, latter being 
done as the picture moves to its 
crashing climax. . 

Plot has Miss Anderson, as a police 
reporter, trying to unravel an old 





(Continued on page 24) 
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Body’ Gets Knockout Dates So Ent 
Slows Shopping Tour for New Distrib 


Smash grosses being scored 
openings of “Body and Soul” during 
the past week are understood taking 
the edge off of Enterprise's hunt for 
a new distribution outlet. United 
Artists’ sales force succeeded in pil- 
ing up such a formidable number 
of engagements for “Body” at good 
terms and b.o. results have been so 
strong, Ent partners David Loew 
and Charles Einfeld are said now to 
be slowing down, temporarily, at 
least, their negotiations with other 
distributing companies. 

With only one more film to make 
for UA under its present cntract, 
Enterprise toppers, who have beén 
in New York during the past week, 
have been huddling with a number 
of distribs on possibility of a re- 
leasing deal. Discussions have re- 
portediy been held with 20th-Fox, 
RKO and Eagle Lion. 

It’s also understood that Ent may 
try to swing a stock transfer deal 
for absorption into a major com- 
pany, such as Liberty recently nego- 
tiated with Paramount. Mentioned 
in this connection are Metro, which 
handles foreign distributign for Ent, 
and Universal-International, with 
which the unit had a releasing deal 
before it switched to UA. 

Loew, Einfeld, sales v.p. George 
Schaefer and pub-ad v.p. Taplinger 
are all highly pleased with the 
“Body” openings, which give Ent 
the assurance of its first hit. Re- 
views in the New York papers 
equalled the record-breaking grosses 
at Brandt’s Globe on Broadway. 
Out-of-town engagements were very 
good, although not quite so strong 
as New York. 

Results apparently justified exhib 
Harry Brandt’s concession of a 12- 
week guaranteed run at the Globe 
in order to snare the film. Holdover 
figure doesn’t apply until after the 
dozen weeks are up. 


Unit's first two entries, ree 


and “The Other Love,” bot 
only fair biz, making “Body’s’ 
returns even more welcome to a 
In the can now is “Arch of 
Triumph,” while “So This Is New 
York” is being edited. Sixth pic, to 
complete the UA commitment, will 
be Ginger Rogers’ “Wild Calendar.” 
“Arch,” which was to have been 
released the last week in December 
to catch the Academy Awards dead- 
line, now won't be sent into dis- 
tribution until February or March. 
Oscar Derby deadline has been ex- 
tended until March 31, under new 
rules promulgated two weeks ago. 
Einfeld and Loew will continue 
talks on distribution deals in New 
York this week, as well as huddle 
on plans for “Arch.” Loew, slated 
to return to the Coast over the 
weekend, was forced to remain east 
for a week or more for personal 
reasons. He and Ejinfeld may go 
back to the Coast at the end of this 
week. 


N.Y. BOOTHMEN RESUME 
NEW CONTRACT TALKS 


Resumption of negotiations, after 





*s month-long hiatus, between N, Y. 


projectionists Local 306 and theatre 
circuit execs of 20th-Fox. Warners, 
Loew’s and RKO for a new contract 
will take place within the next few 
days. Herman Gelber, 306 prez, has 
been pressing for an early start ever 
since Richard J. Walsh, prez of the 
International Alliance of Theatrical 
Stage Employees, returned two 


weeks ago from his trip to the Coast. | 


Latter has indicated that he'll set 
date for a meeting as soon as he 
clears his desk. 


Despite recurrent strike talk from 
the boothmen over the circuit’s al- | 
leged stalling for a six-month period, | 
outlook currently is for an early 
settlement of the drawn-out proceed- | 
ings. Before his departure, Walsh 
had partially paved way to an agree- 
ment which is to cover 800 men in| 
about 200 theatres around New York. 
It’s understood that Walsh has con- | 
siderably pared down the local’s 
original demands for a 34% increase 
and 5% welfare fund which have | 
been the chief stumbling blocks in 
the inking of the new union pact. 


in¢ 





Rep. Readies Four 


Hollywood, Nov. 11. 
Heaviest production activity since 
last spring goes on at Republic in 
the next two weeks, with four pic- 
tures slated to roll. 
Starters are “Oklahoma Badlands,” 





“Under Colorado Stars,’ “Thunder 


jin the Forest” and an untitled pro- 


Majors Differ On 
Pressbooks’ Aims 


Survey of the majors shows that 
none plans drastie changes in its 
pressbook formats similar to that 
inaugurated last week by Universal. 
Recent dissolution of U’s field ex- 
ploitation staff prompted the com- 
pany to alter the style of its books 
into more of an exhibitors’ manual 
and, at the same time, making a 
general reduction in their size. 

As worked out by John Joseph, 
firm’s national ad-publicity director, 
and Maurice Bergman, U’s eastern 
ad-publicity chief, idea behind the 
revised book will be to include only 
aids that will help exhibs sell the 
picture to the public rather than to 
interest the exhibs’ attention, for 
which so many books in the past 
have been framed. ; 

RKO trimmed the size of its books 
about three months ago and, simul- 
taneous: with this move, the com- 
pany is now using color only on 
Technicolor films. 20th-Fox is con- 
tinuing with its standard makeup 
with the exception of inserting re- 
productions of ads on newsprint 
stock in their books rather than 
printing ’em on coated paper as done 
x | previously. This was done in order 

to give the exhib a better idea of 
what the ad will look like in his lo- 
cal sheet. 

Rather than cut down on their 
books, Metro is building ‘em up. 
Policy of increasing the general tone 
of the books began some six months 
ago when the books were dressed 
up with hard covers in colors. Other 
“impressive touches” were also made 
in an effort to hike the saleability 
of company product. 

“Our books have been streamlined 
for years,” a Paramount spokesman 





pany’s exhibitors’ guides there was 
“less tinsel and gingerbread” than 
in any other firm’s books. 

Backing up Universal’s newly de- 
signed press book are the company’s 
homeoffice ad-publicity staffs which 
will be so geared to service key 


ballyhoo material. Also where cam- 
paigns go over in big cities and 
seem most successful in selling new 
U production, these along with ads 
and other gadgets used will be in- 


ual. 


IA-BACKED JOE BASSON 
AUGURS HOT 306 FIGHT 


Hot fight for the top spot in local 
306, New York Motion Picture Pro- 
jectionists’ Union, is now a sure 
thing. Joseph Basson, backed by the 
| International Alliance of Theatrical 
_& Stage Employees, is opening an 








‘election campaign to recoup the lo- 
cal 306 presidency from Herman 
Gelber, incumbent. Voting takes 
place at*the end of the year. 

Basson has been a Coast rep for 
the IA during the past few years. 
Prior to that, he filled the prexy 
post in 306 for a considerable stretch, 
until ousted by the Gelber forces. 
Reportedly, Basson will be backed 
‘by the IA because of a falHing out 
between the latter’s top-drawer of- 
| ficials and Gelber over maneuvers 
| for boosed projectionists’ scales. Gel- 
'ber wanted to call out his men on 
| strike to force the raise through, but 
Richard Walsh, IA prexy, insisted 
|that the call for a walkout be 





| shelved. 


declared. He felt that in his com-| 


spots with latest ad, publicity and; | 


corporated into the Showmen’s Man-! | 





| Mighty” 





QUALITY NOT SET 


BY GOaT OF PROD. 


By HERB GOLDEN 

He’d like to see the term “B-pic- 
ture” eliminated to clear from the 
Hollywood mind the idea that a 
film’s cost and its quality are neces- 
sarily related, Dore Schary, RKO 
production chief, declared in New 
York last week. 

“More money or less money, as 
needed, should be spent on a pic- 
ture, depending on the requirements 
of story and casting,” Schary ex- 
plained. “It’s entirely wrong to 
think that one picture, because it is 
made on a lower budget than an- 
other, shouldn't be expected to hold 
the same interest for the patron.” 

Studios should think in terms of a 
program, the RKO topper asserted, 
rather than in blocks of pictures 
falling into certain price and quality 
categories. This latter leads to “the 
most awful thing” he could imagine, 
Schary said, which was_ studios 
“actually trying to make B’s.” 

“Let the public identify the B's,” 
the producer pleaded. “Don’t put a 
sign on them in advance.” 

His idea of the way to beat the 
cost angle without sacrificing the 
b.o. potential, Schary said, was to | 
get “provocative” stories. He ex- 
plained he much preferred such 
scripts with small casts to “vapid” 
ones with the biggest possible names. 

That isn’t to say he overlooks the 


(Continued on page 25) 


RKO EXECS HUDDLE 
WITH STUDIO CHIEFS 


Hollywood, Nov: 11. 
RKO biggies, including Floyd B. 





Odlum, chairman, and Frederick L. | 


Ehrman and L. Lawrence Green 
board members, are huddling here 
with N. Peter Rathvon, prexy, and 
Dore Schary, studio production chief, 
on studio affairs. 

Studio announcement that the 
meeting’ was planned a month ago 
is evidently meant to still reports 
that the gathering was arranged as 
a result of Schary’s recent testimony 
before the House Un-American Ac- 
tivities Committee in Washington. 
At that time Schary declared he 
would not discharge Reds unless it 
was proved they aimed at the over- 
throw of the U. S. government. 








\See Commercial Film Production 
Soaring High Within Next Year 





Schary’s Billing 


Appearance at the recent 
Washington probe of leftism in 
films is certainly no deterrent to 
Hollywoodites in New York's 
Greenwich Village. In fact, it has 
resulted in the rarity of a film’s 
producer getting billing over the 
title. Marquee on the 8th St. 


Playhouse over the weekend 
read: 
“Robert Young in Dore 


Schary’s ‘Crossfire.’ ” 


Korda’s Niven Pic 
Not So ‘Bonnie’ 


London, Nov. 
Continued headaches by Sir By ame 











| confidently 
| that 





| ander Korda on production of “Bon- | 


inie Prince 
| starrer, 


Charlie,” David Niven 
culminated last week with 


|the walkout of producer Edward 
| Black. 
| Sir ‘Alex’s previous toubles_ in- 


cluded a change in directors with 
Robert Stevenson resigning the task 
in midstream and Anthony Kimmins 
getting the assignment. These dif- 
ficulties are believed to have at least 
partially accounted for Korda’'s de- 
cision to cancel his trip to the U. S. 
to deliver the print of “An Ideal 
Husband,” Paulette Goddard starrer, 
to 20th-Fox. This is his first pic for 
that company’s release, 

Korda was to have arrived next 
week. Instead, his American rep, 
Morris Helprin, came here over the 
| weekend and will remain for about 





>| two weeks. 





Curtiz’ ‘49ers’ to Be 
Cal. Centennial Film 


Hollywood, Nov. 11. 


Michael Curtiz’ forthcoming pro- 
duction, “The 49ers,” was selected as 
the official motion ' picture of the 
California Centennial Celebration, 
which opens Jan. 1, 1948. 

Atmosphere shooting for the gold 
rush fill will start next month, with 
Michael North, Doris Day and 
Thomas Mitchell in top roles. 








Briefs From the Lots 











Hollywood, Nov. 11. 

Stephen Auer will produce “Whis- 
pers in the Dark” at Republic ... 
Philip Ford assigned to direct “Tim- 
ber Trail,” Monte MHale-Adrian 
Booth musical western, at Republic 
. Hal Peary is talking a deal to 
revive his “Gildersleeve” pictures, 
formerly released by RKO .. . John 
Stone is developing his own yarn, 
“Heart to Heart,”_to be produced by 
Sol M. Wurtzel for 20th-Fox release 
. Lowell V. Caivert appointed 
general sales manager and eastern 
rep for Robert Riskin Productions 

. Marjory Walker, former moppet, 
returns to films after 14 years for a 
role in the Rosalind Russell starrer, 
“The Velvet Touch” , .. Barton 
MacLane bowed out of “The Noose 
Hangs High” at Eagle Lion because 
of a prior commitment with 20th- 
Fox in “The Walls of Jericho.” 

Walter Catlett makes his 279th 
screen appearance in “Mr. Reckless” 
for Pine-Thomas ... Frank Faylen 
checking off the Paramount lot on 
completion of his role in “Hazard” 


. . . Samuel Goldwyn awarded the!... 


Parents Magazine medal for “The 
Bishop’s Wife” . .. “Master of Las- 
sie” is the new tag on “The Hills of 
Home” at Metro . . A, Howard 
Fuller, brush company prexy, will 
play himself in “The Fuller Brush 
Man” at Columbia ... Carl (Al- 
faifa) Switzer, former film moppet, 
resumed his film career as a bellhop 
in “State of the Union” .., John H. 
Auer will produce and direct “Mr. 
at Republic . . Francis 
Sullivan checked in from New York 
for his role in the Ingrid Bergman 
starrer, “Joan.” 

Tom Pedi draws the barber role 


and Frank Austin the crackpot poli- 
tician in the Frank Capra produc- 
tion, “The State of the Union”... 
Michael Curtiz announced the post- 
ponement of “Forever and Always” 
to make way for his California 
Centennial picture, “The "49ers” ... 
Wilton Graff signed for a featured 
role in “Another Part of the Forest,” 
a Jerry Bresler production at Uni- 
versal-International . . . Addison 
Richards drew a key role in the 
Dorothy Lamour starrer, “Lulu 
Belle” ... Paramount is calling 900 
extras this week for “Connecticut 
Yankee,” “The Long Gray Line,” 
“The Sainted Sisters” and “Hazard.” 

New trademark for Independent 
Artists, Inc., to be used for the first 
time on “The Velvet Touch,” will 
be a flaming torch and a slogan, 
“Libertas Artis” ... Percy Helton, 
Broadway thesp, signed for “Hazard” 
at Paramount ... Irving Bacon drew 
a comic role in “Adventures of Sil- 
verado” at Columbia ... Henry 
Hull plays a newspaper editor in 
“The Walls of Jericho” at 20th-Fox 
Herbert Leeds will direct “Let's 
Live Again” for Frank Seltzer Pro- 
ductions . . . Lester Allen drew a 
featured role in “This Is The Mo- 
ment” at 20th-Fox ... Metro picked 
Jan. 2 as the starting date for “The 
Three Musketeers,” to be produced 
by Pandro Berman and directed by 
George Sidney .. . Enterprise is 
holding up the start of “Wild Calen- 
dar” until Ginger Rogers approves a 
revision of the script. 

Sam Bischoff will have two pro- 


a 





(Continued on page 27) 
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Hollywood, Nov. 11. 
Commercial film production in 
Hollywood is expected to extend to 
new heights right after the holidays. 
Producers of this type of film are 
levelling their sights for a particu- 
larly active season. 


During past year particularly, 
commercial and industrial produc- 
tion, coupled with institutional, has 
developed into an important part 


of the nation’s fourth greatest in- 
dustry. Last 12 months has seen 
the country’s biggest industrialists 
and advertisers realizing more than 
ever that films are among their best 
sales media. 

The year 1947 brought forth ap- 
proximately $4,000,000 worth of 
such production. Next year, it is 
predicted by producers 
this figure will more than 
double. 

25 Commercial Firms 

There are today in Hollywood 
nearly 25 established firms who are 
active in this type of work. Others, 
flash-in-the-pan film-makers, may 


ireach as high as 100. Each of this 


entertainment 


ifor both 





ductions in work with the Dec. 15 | 
start of the Diek Powell starrer, | group trio for Rep. release this year, 
“The Pitfall,” the other being the | others being “Red Pony” and “Mac- 
| beth.” 


|latter category, however, has turned 
‘out at least one film. 

Instance of the interest aroused 
in commercials by Hollywood pro- 
ducers is seen in Jerry Fairbanks, 
who for past few years has been 
making three series of short sub- 
jects for Paramount release. Up 
until about a year ago producer had 
devoted all his energies to straight 
shorts. Then the 
commercial bug hit him. 

He sent an entire camera unit to 
Hawaii for an extensive series of 
films for Hawaiian Pineaple Co. 
These are all two-reelers, filmed in 
both commercial Kodachrome and 
Ansco, and are to be used by HPC 
institutional advertising 
and for direct selling of their prod- 
uct. 

Many Sponsors Interested 

For Eastern Aijrlines, he did 

several shorts on history of aviation. 


(Continued on page 18) 


RKO’S EASTERN PROD. 
BUDGETED AT $500,000 


Shooting on RKO’s “The Window,” 
first picture ever to be scheduled for 
production entirely in New York, 
tees off tomorrow (Thursday) at the 
RKO-Pathe studios and in lower 
Harlem. Pre-production budget has 
been set at $500,000, with shooting 
scheduled to take six weeks or 
longer. 

Barbara Hale and Arthur Kennedy 
arrived from the Coast over the 
weekend to play the leads in the 
film. Part of the. street urchin, 
around whom most of the film’s ac- 
tion revolves, has not been cast yet 
and until a suitable actor is found, 
the crew will shoot around him. 
Producer Frederic Ullman, Jr., has 
two standby boys on the Coast 
ready to step into the part, but will 
continue his search for an unknown 
lad from N. Y. 

Most of the picture is to be shot 
on exterior locations. Since the 
script calls for a summer scene, in 
which the urchin and his gang tramp 
the city streets barefooted, it’s pos- 
sible the shooting might take much 
longer than six weeks because of the 
weather. Cover set, consisting of a 
tenement building interior, has been 
constructed on the main soundstage 
of the Pathe studios and will be used 
in case of bad weather. 

Film is to be the first production 
effort of Ullman, who resigned as 
RKO-Pathe prexy recently to join 
the RKO production staff. Particular 
interest is attached to the film, in 
that Ullman was personally respon- 
sible for having the Pathe studios 
built. He and director Teddy Tetzlaff 
arrived in N. Y. a week ago from the 
Coast for pre-production work. 








“Moonrise” Goes Dec. 15 
Hollywood, Nov. 11, 
Dec. 15 has been set as the starte 
ing date for Charles K. Feldman- 
Arnold Grant-Frank Borzage pic- 
ture, “Moonrise,” at Republic. 
It’s third and last of Feldman’s 


Borzage will direct 
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WALTER 


is the biggest 
DANNY KAYE 


to hit the screen 


Samuel Goldwyn 
has hit it again! 
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CHICAGO 
WOODS THEATRE 
ELEVENTH WEEK 
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DETR OIT—MiITTY BREAKING ALL-HOUSE 
RECORDS for opening week at Adams 
Outdistancing box-office of previous 


national champions te play this house 


PHILADELPHIA 
AT THE STANLEY 
The mostsuccessfully hilarious Kaye the 


Kaye's funniest to date ...a bright new 


Goldwyn 
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L. A. Hit by Holdovers; ‘Moment’ Tops 


New Pix, Rugged 


$45,000 in 5 Spots, 


West Pt.’ 346, 5: ‘Amber’ 576, 2d in 4 


a 





Los Angeles, Nov. 11. +— 


With only two new firstrun bills 
eurrent this week, the overall gross 
picture here is not too forte. “Lost 
Moment,” playing in five theatres, 
is doing best of newcomers, with 
good $45,000. “Spirit of West Point,” 
also in five spots, looks to hit $34,000. 

“Forever Amber” is taking a fast 
drop in its second week, four houses, 
and will be held two extra days 
past the second stanza. Looks to hit 
$57,000 as against more than twice 
that much in six spots opening 
week. “Had to Be You” shapes 
steady $38,000 initial holdover ses- 
sion almost same as first week. 
“Desert Fury” also is neat at $33,000 
in second frame, two _ locations. 


“Verdoux” is landing $24,000 in sec- 
ond stanza in four smaill-seaters. 


Estimates for This Week 


Belmont (FWC) (1,532; 60-$1) — 
“Spirit West Point” (FC) and “High 


Tide” (Mono). Oke $4,000. Last 
week, “Fun, Fancy Free” (RKO) 
and “Adventures Don Coyote 


(UA) (2d. wk), $3,200. ; 
Beverly Hills Music Hall (G&S- 
Blumenfeld) (826; 65-$1) — “Mons. 
Verdoux” (UA) (2d wk). Neat $4,- 
500. Last week, good $6,100. 
Carthay Circle (FWC) (1,518; 60- 
$1)—“Frieda” (U). Slow $6,500. Last 
week, “Foxes Harrow” (20th) (4th 


wk', $2,700. 
Chinese (Grauman-WC) (2,048; 
80-$1.50)—“Forever Amber” (20th) 


(2d wk). Light $11,500 in 9 days. 
Last week, stout $21,800 but not 
terrific considering advanced prices. 

Culver (FWC) (1,145; 60-$1) — 
“Spirit West Point” (FC) and “High 


Tide” (Mono). Near $5,000. Last 
week, “Fun, Fancy Free” (RKO) 
and “Don Coyote” (UA) (2d wk), 
neat $3,800. 

Downtown (WB) (1,800; 60-$1)— 
“Unsuspected” ©(WB) (2d wk). 
Finales at $11,000 or near. Last 
week, slow $15,100. 

Downtown Music Hall (Blumen- 


feld) (872; 60-$1)—‘‘Mons. Verdoux” 
(UA) (2d wk). Oke $10,000. Last 
week, fair $12,500. 

Egyptian (FWC) (1,538; 60-$1)— 
“Song of Love” (M-G) (2d wk). 
Thin $7,000. Last week, slow $8,600. 

El Rey (FWC) (861; 60-$1) — 
“Spirit West Point” (FC) and “High 
Tide” (Mono). Near $4,000. Last 
week, “Fun, Fancy-Free” (RKO) 
and “Don Coyote” (UA) (2d wk), 
nice $3,500. 

Esquire (Rosener) (685; 85) — 
“Know Where I’m Going” (UV). 
Good $3,000. Last week, “Angel and 
Sinner” (Indie), $1,800. 

Four Star (UA-WC) (900; 60-$1) 
—“Fun, Fancy Free” (RKO) and 
“Don Coyote” (UA) (m.o.). Nice $4,- 
500. Last week, “Women” (M-G) 
- reissue) (2d wk-5 days), light $2,- 

OU. 

Guild (FWC) (968; 60-$1) — “Lost 
Moment” (U) and “Pretender” 
(Rep). Good $6,500. Last week, “Up- 
turned Glass” (U) and “Driftwood” 
(Rep) (9 days), $3,000. 

Hawaii (G&S-Blumenfeld) (956; 
60-$19—“Verdoux” (UA) (2d wk). 
— $5,000. Last week, good $6,- 


Hollywood (WB) (2,756; 60-$1) — 
“Unsuspected” (WB) (2d wk). Near 
$10,000. Last week, better than hoped 
at $12,000 but still below average. 

Hollywood Music Hall (Blumen- 
feld) (475; 60-85)—‘Verdoux” (UA) 
(2d wk). Good $4,500. Last week, 
average $5,400. 

Iris (FWC) (828; 60-85)—‘Lost Mo- 
ment” (U) and “Pretender” (Rep). 
Nice $7,000. Last week, “Upturned 
Giass” (U) and “Driitwood” (Rep) 
(9 days), scant $3,300. 

Laurel (Rosener) (890; 85)—‘Shoe 
Shine” (Indie) (2d wk). Steady $7,- 
000. Last week, sock $8,300. 

Loew’s State (Loew-WC) (2,404; 
80-$1.50)—“Forever Amber” (20th) 
(2d wk). Near $28,000 in 9 days. Last 
week, big $45,200. 

Los Angeles (D’town-WC) 
60-$1)—“So@g of Love” 
wk). Light $11,000. Last week, thin 


(2,097; 


$15,000. 

Loyola (FWC) (1,248: 80-$1.50)— 
“Forever Amber” (20th) (2d wk). 
Near $7,000 in final 9 days. Last 


week, sturdy $13,200. 

Marcal (G&S) (900; 50-$1)—*Pri- 
vate Life Henry VIII’ (UA) and 
“Lydia” (UA) (reissues). Okay $3.- 
000. Last week, “Great Mr. Handel” 
(Indie) and “Moonlight Sonata” 
die) (reissues) (10 days), $1,500. 

Orpheum ‘(D'iown-WC) ‘2,216: 66- 
$1)—“Spirit West Point’ (FC) and 
“High Tide” (Mono). Pleasing $16,- 
000. Last week, “Fun, Fancy Free” 


RKO? and “Dan Coyote” (TTA 149A} 
Saeeeye Chit avUii VY Ue \waae eu | 


wk). neat $12,100. 


Million Dollar (D'town) (2,122: 55- | 


98)—“Philo Vance Returns” 
with Count Basie orch on stage. 
Husky $23,000 or over. Last week, 
“Racketeers Call It Murder” (Mono) 


(PRC) 


with Chris-Pin Martin, Mexican acts | 


on stage, $15,100. 
Pantages (Pan) 
“Had to Be You” 


(2,812; 60-$1)— 
(Col) and “Key 


(M-G) (2d): 


(In- | 


Broadway Grosses 


Estimated Total Gross 





This Week ..........- $676,000 
(Based on 22 theatres) 
eS (| er eee eee $788,000 


(Based on 18 theatres) 
nen Ce ten SIAN < oe 
& 9 ‘0 | 9 
Ramrod - Orleans 


Solid 216, St. Loo 


St. Louis, Nov. 11. 
A combo of fresh screen fodder, 
end of rainy spell and cooler weather 
is not causing any great stir at the 
big cinemas. Biz still is a trifle 
above average. Best of the current 
offerings is “Ramrod”’ teamed with 
“New Orleans.” “Forever Amber” 
was dropped at one of two houses 
where showing because disappoint- 
ing. All the crix asserted it was 
mild and no cause for complaint. 
Estimates for This Week 

Ambassador (F&M) (3,000; 50-75) 
—“Hagen Girl” (WB) and “Violence” 
(Mono). Modest $20,000. Last week, 
“Forever Amber” (20th), disappoint- 
ing $22,000 at upped scale. 

Art (S’Renco) (115; 85)—‘Stair- 
way to Heaven” (U) (2d wk). Trim 
$650 after big $750 for first session. 

Fox (F&M) (5,000; 50-75)—“Brute 
Force” (U) 

(Continued on page 22) 


‘Alley’ Trim 18G, Buff.- 
‘Mitty’ Great 15G, 2d 


Buffalo, Nov, 11. 
Biz is okay currently. Top new- 
comer is “Nightmare Alley,” at the 
Buffalo, 
Estimates for This Week 
Buffalo ‘(Shea) (3,500; 40-70)— 
“Nightmare Alley” (20th) and “In- 
visible Wall” (20th). Stout $18,000. 
Last week, “Golden Earrings” (Par) 
and “Killer Dill” (SG), ditto. 














Trespasser” (Rep). Nice $15,500. Last 
week, “Song of Love” (M-G), $13,000. 

Hipp (Shea) (2,100; 40-70 )—“Golden 
Earrings” (Par) and “Killer Dill” 
(SG) (m.o.). Trim $9,500. Last week, 








“Forever Amber” (20th) (2d wk), 
big $16,400 at 74c-$1.20. 
Lafayette (Basil) (3,000; 40-70)— 


“Spirit West Point” (FC) and “Philo 
Vance’s Secret Mission” (EL) (2d 
wk). Neat $4,000 in 3 days. “It Had 
to Be You” (Col) replaces. Last week, 
fancy $15,600. 

Teck (Shea) (1,400; 40-70)—“Song 
of Love” (M-G) (m.o.). Good $4,000. 
Last week, “Foxes of Harrow” (20th) 
(m.o.), same. 

20th Century (20th Cent.) (3,000; 
40-70)—“‘Walter Mitty” KO) (2d 
pa pend $15,000. Last week, great 


’ 





Witness” (Col) (2d wk). Steady $19,- 
000. Last week, fair $19,400. 
* Paramount (F&M) (3,398; 60-$1)— 
“Desert Fury” (Par) and “Jungle 
Flight” (Par) (2d wk). Good $22,000. 
Last week, nifty $27,000. 

Paramount Hollywood (F&M) (1,- 
451; 60-$1)—“Desert Fury” (Par) (2d 
hy LF pa $11,000. Last week, good 


RKO Hillstreet (RKO) (2,890; 60- 
80)—‘‘Had to Be You” (Col) and 
~“Key Witness” (Col) (2d wk). Sturdy 
$19,066. Last week, fair $19,466. 

Ritz (FWC) (1.370; 60-$1)—‘“Lost 
Moment” (U) and “Pretender” (Rep). 
Trim $10,000. Last week, “Upturned 
Glass” (U) and “Driftwood” (Rep) 
(9 days), $6,800. 

Studio City (FWC) (880; 60-$1)— 
“Lost Moment.” (U).- Oke $5,000. Last 
week, “Upturned Glass” (U) (9 
days), only $3,000. 

United Artists (UA) (2,100; 60-$1)— 
“Lost Moment” (U) and “Pretender” 
| (Rep) Good $16,500. Last week, 
|; “Upturned Glass” (U) and “Drift- 
wood” (Rep) (9 days), dull $9,700. 








Uptown (FWC) (1.719: 80-$1.50)— | Love” 
(2d wk). | $20,000. 
Last 


(20th) 
last 9 days. 


“Forever Amber” 
Neat $11,000 in 
week, big $18,100. 


(Mono). Fine $5,000. Last 
“Fun, Fancy Free” (RKO) and “Don 


oyote’ (UA) (2a wk), good $4,560.; “Magic Town” 


Wilshire (‘FWC) (2.296: 60-$1)— 





and “Bury Me Dead” | 


-ment’s 





Great Lakes (Shea) (3,400; 40-70) | 
—“That Hagen Girl’ (WB) and “The | 


Vogue ‘FWC) (885; 60-$1)—“Spirit | Average $7,500. Last 
| West Point” (FC) and “High Tide” | 
week, | $9,000. 


‘Night’ Mild 86, Omaha 
Omaha, Nov. 11, 


First real blast of winter with 
heavy wind and snow crippled week- 
end openings but weather's clearing 
Saturday helped some. eatres had 
plenty of opposition with electric 
show, Skating Vanities, N. Y. Civic 
opera and some concerts, “The Lon 

ight” at Brandeis looks okay bu 
others are not so good, 

Estimates for This Week 

Brandeis (RKO) (1,500; 16-65)— 
“Long Night’ (RKO) and “Blondie 
in Dough” (Col). Mild $8,000. Last 
week, “Husband's Affairs” (Col) and, 
“Bulldog Drummond Strikes Back” 
(Col), $8,500. 

Omaha (Tristates) (2,100; 16-65)— 
“Lone Wolf in Mexico” (Col) and 
“Stairway to Heaven” (UI). Light 
$8,800. Last week, “Singapore” (U) 
(m.o.) and “Stepchild” (EL), $9,000. 

Orpheum (Tristates) (3,000; 16-65) 
—“Other Love” (UA) and “The Pre- 
tender” (Rep). Fair $11,000. Last 
week, “Cynthia” (M-G) and “Stork 
Bites Man” (UA), $10,000. 

Paramount (Tristates) (2,800; 55- 
$1.20) — “Forever Amber” (20th). 
Price and weather held biz down 
after promising opening. Fine $15,- 
000 in 10 days, way below hopes. In 
ahead, legit show. 


State (Goldberg) (865; 16-65)— 
“Northwest Outpost” (Rep) and 
“That’s My Man” (Tep). Fairly 


ood $5,500. Last week, “Romance 
Secy Ridge” (M-G) (2d wk), $4,300. 


Pitt Still Slow Albeit 
‘Stallion’ Lusty $9,000; 
‘For Keeps’ Oke $18,000 


Pittsburgh, Nov. 11. 


Not much improvement here this 
week, with the general sluggishness 
of the past month continuing. Best 
of new pix will be “This Time for 
Keeps” at Penn although it’s not 
very big. “Magic Town” is a dis- 
appointment at Stanley while “Her 
Husband's Affairs” is barely getting 
by at the Harris. “Red Stallion” is 
doing well at the Warner. 

Estimates for This Week 

Fulton (Shea) (1,700; 40-70)— 
“Walter Mitty” (RKO) (5th wk). A 
last-minute h.o. when biz perked up 
somewhat and will justify manage- 
decision at around $6,500. 
Last week, stout $8,200. 

Harris (Harris) (2,200; 40-70)— 
“Husband's Affairs” (Col). Moderate 
$11,000. Last week, second of “For- 
ever Amber” (20th), fell off to be- 
low $20,000. 

Penn (Loew’s-UA) (3,300; 40-70)— 
“This Time Keeps” (M-G). Only 
thing in town that’s showing any 
spunk this session. Reaching for 
$18,000, which isn’t too good but 
better than most spots. Last week, 
“Song of Love” *M-G), only $13,000 


in 6 days. 
Ritz (Loew's) (800; 40-70)—‘Song 
Nice $4,000. 





of Léve” (M-G) (m..). 
Last week, “Unconquered” (Par) in 
5th week downtown at advanced 
prices did $4,500. 

Senator (Harris) (1.750; 74-$1.20) 
—‘“Forever Amber” (20th) (m.o.): 
Stout $8,500. Last week, “Spirit West 
Point” (FC) and “Lone Wolf Lon- 


poo bi (Col). fine $6,000 at regular 
scale. 
Stanley (WB) (3,800; 40-70)— 


“Magic Town” (RKO). Jimmy Stew- 
art picture was a last-minute switch 
to this house from Warner, and isn’t 
panning out, too well. Disappointing 
$14,000. Last week, “Hagen Girl” 


(WB), $13,000. 
(2,000; 40-70)— 


Warner (WB) 

“Red Stallion” (EL). Rush of kids 
over the week-end, plus good cam- 
paign, helping this one to around 
$9,000, not bad considering no-name 
cast. Last week, second of “Cross- 
fire’ (RKO), fine $10,000. 


‘ALLEY’-VAUDE STOUT 
$28,000 IN DULL D.C. 


Washington, Nov. 11. 


Standout in a relatively dull 
session is “Nightmare Alley,” which 
is being helped by strong vaude at 
Capitol. Otherwise the pace is slow, 
with two holdovers and reissue of 
“Anthony Adverse” at Warner all 
hurting. 

Estimates for This Week. 

Capitol (Loew's) (2,434; 44-80)— 
“Nightmare Alley” (20th) plus vaude. 
Strong $28,000, being hypoed by big 
stage show. Last - week, “Other 














(UA) with vaude, so-so 


Columbia (Loew's) (1,263; 44-70)— 
| “Foxes of Harrow” (20th) (2d run). 


week, “Ni- 

notchka” (M-G) (reissue), nice 
Keith’s (RKO) (1,838; 44-80)— 
(RKO) (24 wk). 


Fair $7,500 in 6 days 


“Song of Love” (M-G) (2d wk). Good | above hopes at $15,000, solid, 


$9,000. Last week, mild $10,200. 

Wiltern (WB) (2,300; 60-$1)—“Un- 
' suspected” (WB) (2d wk). Fair $11,- 
000. Last week, light $12,600. 

Beverly (FWC) (1.270: 80-$1.50)— 
“Forever Amber” (20th) (2d wk). 
Down $3,400 in last 6 days. 
week, sturdy $11,600. 

Village (FWC) 
“Forever Amber” (20th) (2d 


good $11,266. 


(1.489: 80-$1.50)— | 
wk)./thony Adverse” 
Oke $3,200 in final 6 days. Last week, | Okay $17,500. Last week, “Husband's | 


| Metropolitan (WB) (1,153: 44-70)— 
; ‘Unsuspected” «WB) (2d run). Okay 
$7,500. Last week, “Down to Earth” 
(Col) (2d run), $6,500. 

Palace ‘Loew’'s) (2,370: 74-$1.20)— 
“Forever Amber” (20th) (3d wk). 


Last | Slipped to $17,000 after good $26,000 


for second week. Moves on. 
Warner ‘WB) (2.154: 44-74)—‘‘An- 
(WB) (reissue). 


Affairs” (Coi), $12,000 in 5 days. 


Last week, | 


‘Had to Be Strong 


Hub Still Big; ‘Alley -Vaude Hot 326, 


396, ‘Amber’ 536, 2d 





Key City Grosses 


Estimated Total Gross 
This Week ..........$3,160,000 
(Based on 22 cities, 227 thea- 
tres, chiefly first runs, tncluding 
NW. ¥3 





Total Gross Same Week 
Last Year ...........$3,439,000 
(Based on 23 cities, 201 theatres) 


Cugat Ups ‘Wall 
Brisk 336, Cleve. 


Cleveland, Nov. 

Of the newcomers currently only 
“Body and Soul” looks big. “For- 
ever Amber,’ on its moveover at 
the Allen, is being yanked after 5 
days. Xavier Cugat and “Invisible 
Wall” are stout at Palace. 


Estimates for This Week 
Allen (RKO) (3,000; 55-70 )—‘“For- 
ever Amber” (20th) (m.o.) (3d wk). 
Down to $12,000 in 5 days, and be- 
ing pulled. Last week, “Something 

in Wind” (U), pleasing $10,000. 
Hipp (Warners) (3,700; 55-70) — 
“Nightmare Alley” (20th). Middling 





$16,000. Last week, “Hagen Girl” 
(WB), same. 
Lake (Warners) (800; 55-70) — 


“That Hagen Girl” (WB) (mao.). 
Oke $3,500. Last week, “Spirit West 
Point” (FC), fancy $5,500. 

Lower Mall (Community) (570; 
55-70)—“‘Shoe Shine” (Indie). Light 
$2,200 in 6 days after ordinary $3,000 
for last week. 

Ohio (Loew’s) (1,200; 55-70) — 
“This Time Keeps” (M-G) (m.a). 
Perky $8,000. Last week, “Song of 
Love” (M-G) (m.o.), $6,500. 

Palace (RKO) (3,000; 65-90)—“In- 
visible Wall” (20th) plus Xavier 
Cugat orch on stage. Band’s building 
this to brisk $33,000. Last week, 
“Forever Amber” (20th), swell $28,- 

on second lap. 

State (Loew's) (3,450; 55-70) — 
“Body and Soul” (UA). Stout $28,- 
000 or over. Last week, “This Time 
For Keeps” (M-G), $19,000. ’ 

Stillman (Loew's) (2,700; 75-$1.25) 
— “Unconquered” (Par) (3d wk). 
Retaining strength at $20,000 in 9 
days after fancy $23,500 last week. 


Mpls, Oke Despite Bliz: 
‘Lured’ Terrif $13,000, 
Town’ Modest at 116 


Minneapolis, Nov. 11. 
University of Minnesota homecom- 
ing that pulled 64,000 to the Purdue 
football game crowded the loop over 
the weekend ahd got grosses off to a 
fine start despite bad weather. Even 
a blizzard hasn't been able’ to hold 


back such newcomers as “Magic 
Town” and “Lured” 


. Estimates for This Week 

Aster (Par) (900; 30-44)—"“Second 
Chance” (20th) and “Trespasser” 
(Rep). Okay $2,000 in 5 days. Last 
week, “Saps at Sea” (U) and “Jack 
London” (UA) (reissues) split with 
“Sport of Kings” (Col) and “Smoky 
River” (Col), $2,500 in 8 days. 

Century (Par)) (1,600; 50-70) — 
“Great Expectations” (U). Raves 
from crix and good word-of-mouth. 
Good $8,000. ast week, “North- 
west Outpost” (Rep), $5,000. 

Gopher (Par) (1,000; 44) —“‘Ar- 
nelo Affair” (M-G). Light $3,000. 





(reissue), $4,500. 
: Lyceum (Murray) (1,700; 60-85)— 
‘Gone With Wind” (M-G) (reissue) 


(3d' wk). Still profitable at $7,000 
after healthy $9,000 last week. 
Lyric (Par) (1,000; 76-$1.25) — 


“Forever Amber” (20th) (3d wk). 
Winding up briskly at about $7,500; 
last week, $10,000. 

Radio City (Par) (4,400: 50-70)— 
“Mother Wore Tights” (20th) (2d 
wk). Sagging to mild $12,000 aftes 
hefty $18,000 first week. 

RKO-Orpheum (RKO) (2,800; 50- 
70)—“Magic Town” (RKO). Looks 
good $11,000. Last week, “Long 
Night” (RKO), disappointing $9,000, 

RKO-Pan (RKO) (1,600; 50-70)— 
“Each Dawn I Die” (WB) and “Bad 
Men From Missouri” (WB) (reis- 
[eee se wes. ‘Last week, 
“Dar assage” (WB) (2d wk), 
$7,500. . Sea 

State (Par) (2,300: 50-70) — 
“Lured” (UA). Niceiy bailyhoed to 
big $13,000. Last week, “Song Thin 
Man” (M-G), $10,000. 


Uptown (Par) (1,000: 50-55)— 
“Dear Ruth” (Par). First nabe run. 
Big $6,000. Last week, “Wild Har- 


vest” (Par), $4,000. 

_ World (Mann) (350; 50-70)—“Mag- 
ic Bow” (U). Fairly nice $2,000. 
| Last week, “Down to Earth” (Col) 
' (3d wk), $1,800. 





Boston, Nov. 11. 

Another sock week for the Hub, 
with most spots starting new product 
today to catch the holiday biz. In 
most cases, the exhibitors could 
have held the top quality films they 
brought in last week. New theatre, 
the Astor, added to firstrun list tee- 
ing off on with “The Fugitive” today 
(Tues.). “Forever Amber,” second 
week day-date at the Paramount and 
Fenway looks huge while other spots 
shape solid. 

Estimates for This Week 

Astor (Jaycocks) (1,400; 40-80)— 
“The Fugitive” (RKO). This house, 
re-seated and modernized, on site of 
old Tremont, enters downtown com- 
petition with this world preem today. 

Boston (RKO) (3,200; 50-$-1.10)— 
“Nightmare Alley” (20th) plus Larry 
Green orch, Kaye Ballard, Johnny 
Coy, Nip Nelson, others on stage. 
Great start plus holiday and stage 
debut of Larry Green, pop local 
band, hypoing this to great $32,000. 
Last week, “Each Dawn I Die’ «(WB) 
and “Bad Men Missouri” (WB) (re- 
issues) plus Georgia Gibbs, Mark 
Plant, Joey Adams, others, on stage, 
$30,000 

Exeter (Indie) (1,000; 40-65)— 
“Tawny Pipit” (U) and “Mail Train” 
(Indie) (2d wk). Nice $5,000 after 
$7,500 first. 

Fenway (M-B) (1,373; 76-$1.20)— 
“Forever Amber” (20th) (2d wk). 
With Sundays out, still turning them 
away with huge $22,000 same as first 
week. “Mark of Zorro” (FC) and 
“Drums Mohawk” (20th) (reissues) 
play Sundays. 

Kenmore (Indie) (700; 40-65)— 
“Cage Nightingales” (Indie). Nice 
$2,500. Last week, “Magic Bow” 
(U) and “Seventh Veil’ (U), $2,000. 

Memorial (RKO) (2,985; 40-80)— 
“Exile” (U) and “Sweet Genevieve” 
(Col). Begins today (Tues.). Last 
week, “Ride Pink Horse” (U) and 
“Invisible Wall” (20th), great $23,000, 

Metropolitan (M-P) (4,387; 40-86) 
—“Golden Earrings” (Par) and “Big 
Town After Dark” (Indie). Begins 
today (Tues.). Last week, “Foxes of 
Harrow” (20th) and “Roses Red” 
(20th). In 5 days of second week, 
sturdy $17,000 after smash $32,000 
opener. 

Modern (M-P) -(900; 75-$1.25)— 
“Life With Father” (WB) (llth wk). 
Still happy at $5,000 after about 
same last. 

Orpheum (Loew) (3,000; 40-80)— 
“Body and Soul” (UA) and “Crime 
Doctor’s” Gamble” (Col). Opens to- 
day (Tues.). Last week, “Had to Be 
You” (Col) and “Laddie in Dough” 
(Indie), strong $22,000. 

Paramount (M-P) (1,700; 70-$1.20) 
—“Forever Amber” (20th). Smash 
$31,000 on second, nearly same as 
first session’s $32,000. ‘Mark of 
Zorro” (FC) and “Drums Mohawk” 
(20th) (reissues) plays Sundays 
only. 

State (Loew) (3,200; 40-80) — 
“Body and Soul” (UA) and “Crime 
Doctor’s Gamble” (Col). Opens to- 
day (Tues.). Last week, “Had to Be 
You” (Col) and “Laddie in Dough” 
(Indie), $13,000. 

Translux (Translux) (900; 30-74) 
—"‘Black Friday” (U) and “Black 
Cat”’(U) (reissues). Standard $4.- 
500. Last week, “Last Roundup” 
(Col) and “Murder Mob” (indie), 
$6,000. 


Catholic 10-Day Ban On 
Cincy Houses Hurts But 
‘Had to Be’ Sturdy 186 


Cincinnati, Nov. 11. 

Spotty returns are dropping the 
overall take for downtown houses 
this round. Which may or may not 
stem from the extension of a Cath- 
olic ban on “Forever Amber” to a 
boycott on all cinemas for 10 days, 
with no trade help in this big Cath- 
olic city. Current top grosser is 





Last week, “Swamp Water” (20th) “Had to Be You” with a sturdy Al- 
* 


bee figure. Of the other firstruns 
“New Orleans” is hot and “Last of 
Redmen,” which is okay. “Ride Pink 
Horse” is limp. 
Estimates for This Week 

Albee (RKO) (3,100; 50-75)—“Had 
to Be You” (Colf, Sturdy $18,000. 
Last week, “Magic Town” (RKO), 


good $16,000. 
Capito! (RKO) (2,000; 75-$1.19)— 
(20th) (m.o.) (2d 


“Forever Amber” 
wk). All right $12,000 after stout 
$16,000 last week, ; 

Grand (RKO) (1,400; 50-75) — 
“New Orleans” (UA). Sprightly $9.- 
500. Last week, “Song of Love” 
(M-G) (2d wk), moderate $6,500. 

Keith’s (CI) (1,542; 50-75)—‘Last 
of Redmen” (Col). Okay $7,500. 
Same last week for “Arnelo Affair” 
(M-G). 

Lyric (RKO) (1,400; 50-75) — 
“Nightmare Alley” (20th) ‘m.o.). 
Fairish $5,000. Last week, “Tobacco 


| Road” (20th) and “Grapes of 
Wrath” (20th) (reissues), $6,000. 
Palace (RKO) (2,600; 50-75) — 
“Ride Pink Horse” (U). Thin $8,500. 
Last week, “Nightmare Alley” 
(20th), plump $15,500. 
Shubert (RKO) (2,100: 50-75) — 


“Magic Town” (RKO) (m.o.). Mod- 
erate $5,500. Last week, “Uncon- 
| quered” (Par), fourth downtown 





i stanza, eight days, lush $9,000. 
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VARIETY PICTURE GROSSES as © 


‘Outlaw’ 226, 2d, ‘Amber’ |’ re =e 
296, sd, hee Phil Bets Bway Sturdy , Cass Socko $145,000, 
Body’ New High 706, Escape -Carle 


Wednesday, November 12,-1947 | 


Chi Climbs; “Xmas Eve'-Dotty Shay 
Sock $65,000, ‘Widow’ Rousing 256, 
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Despite Church Pickets 


Philadelphia, Nov. 11. 
Picketing by Catholic groups of 
| Fox and Erlanger theatres hasn't 
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‘Body Record 426, ‘Horse’ Big 216 


~ Chicago, Nov. 11. 


+ 





Film biz has rebounded from last 
week’s slump, with the Armistice 
day holiday promising plenty of 
golid entries. Four new films are 
breaking through holdover deadlock. 


“Christmas Eve,” set for two weeks 
at Oriental with Dorothy Shay and 
Francis Craig on stage. looks terrific 

“Wistful Widow of Wagon 


- 





65,000. 
Bap” shapes up as gmart $24,000 at 
Palace. “Body and Soul,” at Woods, 
ghould hit new record: of 
‘Ride a Pink Horse,’ at Grand 
se sure of smash $21,000. 

Of the holdovers, “korever Amber” 
at the State-Lake still is first 
big. $50,000 in_view for the 


ems 


fourth stanza, 
Estimates for This Week 


Apollo (B&K) (900; 95)—Foxes 
of Harrow” (20th) (4th wk). Pert} 
$14.000. Last week, $16,000 

Chicago (B&K) (3,900; 95)—"“Un- | 
derecover Maisie” (M-G) with “Truth 


’ 


Consequences” 


01 
Neat $46,000. First eight days was 
okay $55,000. 

Garrick (B&K) (900; 95)—‘“Gone 
With Wind” (M-G) (reissue) (4th | 
wk). Excellent $12,000. Last week, 
$14,000 

Grand (RKO) (1,500; 95)—‘Ride 
Pink Horse” (W). Keen $21,000. Last 
week, “Mons, Verdoux” (UA) (2d 
wk), $16,000. 

Oriental (Essaness) (3,400; 95) 


“Christmas Eve” (UA) with Dorothy 
Shay and Francis Craig in person. 
Smash $65,000. Last week, “Red 
Stallion” (EL) with Martha 
and Andy Russell on stage, 

Palace (RKO) (2,500; 95)- 
ful. Widow” (U) and “Dick 
Meets Gruesome” (RKO) 
$25,000. Last week, “Long 
(RKO), $18,500. 

tialto (Indie) (1,700; 95)—‘New 
Orleans’ (UA) and “Second Chance” 
(20th) (2d wk). Mild $9,500. Last 


week, $11,900. 

Roosevelt (B&K) (1,500: 
“Dark Passage’ (WB) (2d 
Staunch $20,000. Last week, $26,000. 

State-Lake (B&K) (2,700; $1.25)— 
“Forever Amber” (20th) (3d wk). 
Boff $50,000, Last week, $52,000. 

United Artists (B&K) (1,700)— 
“Unconquered” (Par) (4th wk). 
Sharp $46,000. Last week, same. 

Woods (Essaness) (1,073; 95)— 


$34,000 


Smart 
Night” 


95) 


“Body and Soul” (UA). New record, 


$42,000. Last week, “Magic Town” | 
(RKO) (3d wk), fine $14,000. 
World (Indie) (587; 75)—‘‘Magic 


‘ wold (Indie) (2d wk). Tidy $3,500. 


ast week, $4,100. 


L’ ville Up; ‘Alley’ Brisk 





$18,000, ‘Song’ Loud 166) sc: 


Louisville, Nov. 11. 


pace along main stem is 
healthy this week. “Nightmare 
ley,” single-billed at the Rialto 
0oks nice, while “Song of Love,” at 
State, helped by midnight hillbilly 
Jamboree Saturday (8) will wrap up 
strong session, 
Estimates for This Week 


Brown (Fourth Avenue) (1,200; 40- 
0)—*Red Stallion’ (EL) and “Saddle 

als” (Rep) (m.o.). Lively $5,000 
after strong week at Strand. Last 
week. “Jungle Book” (FC) and 
“Goldwyn Follies” (FC) (reissues), 
$3,500. 

Kentucky (Switow) (1,200; 30-40) 
— “Bachelor and _ Bobby - Soxer” 
(RKO) and “Unfinished Dance” 
(M-G ). Lively $3,500. Last week. 
Bown to Earth” (Col) and “Deep 
Valley” (WB), $3,000. 

Mary Anderson (People’s) (1.100: 
40-60)—“Hagen Girl” (WB) (2d wk). 
oe $7,000 after last week's stout 


National (Standard) (2,400; 40-60) 
+-“Lured” (UA). Midnight show 
Friday-Saturday (7-8) had Dr. Neff 
dees pe ‘em in for his spook doings, 
but looks only dull $6,000. Last week. 
‘Too Many Winners” (EL) and Ted 
William orch, others, on stage, solid 
$13,000. ; 

Rialto (FA) (3,400; 40-60)—“Night- 
mare Alley” (20th), Virile $18,000. 
Last week, “Forever Amber” (20th) 
(2d wk), big $24,000. 

Scoop (Louisville Theatre) (700: 
40-60) —“Beloved Vagabond” (FC) 
{reissue) mild $2,200. Last week, 
‘Stone Flower” (Indie), $2,000. 
tate (Loew's) (3,300; 40-60)— 
Song-of Love” (M-G) and “Crime 
Doctor’s Gamble” (Col). Strong $16,- 
000. Helped some by hillbilly 
Jamboree midnight show Saturday 
8} played by Clayton McMichen’s 

eorgia Wildcats, local radio faves. 

ast week, “Christmas Eve” (UA) 
and “Blondie in Dough” (Col), sturdy 
$18,000. 

Strand (FA) (1,400; 40-60)—“Spirit 
West Point” (FC) (and “Invisible 
Wall” (20th). Timely subject looks 
fine $7,500, and may hold. Last week, 
‘Red Stallion” (EL) and “Saddle 
Pais” (Rep), about same. 


Biz 


| 


$42,000. | 


| 


with | 
third j 
frame. “Unconquered” snapped back | 
at United Artists to fancy $40,000 for | 


| 356, Tops Frisco: 


on stage (2d wk). | 


| small-seater St. 


“Wist- | 


Tran ! - 
Trac a “Forever 


| “Unfinished 


wk). | 





Grosses Are Net 


Film gross’ estimates, as re- 
ported herewith from the vari- 
ous key cities, are net, i.e, with- 
out the 20% tax. Distributors 
share on net take, when playing 
percentage, hence the estimated 
figures are net income. 

The parenthetic admission 
prices, however, as indicated, in- 
clude the U.S. amusement tax. 
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Unconquer d Hot 


San* Francisco, Nov. 11. 
Armistice Day holiday is helping 
i}up biz some this week, with “Un- 
conquered” hypoed by visit here of 
Cecil B. DeMille, film’s producer. 
It's soaring to a terrifie session at 


Francis. Typical of 


the way business haS been here in 
recent months and the way it slips 
in second weeks the showing of 
“Forever Amber.” It is off sharply 
at both the Fox and United Nations 
“Christma Eve” and “Upturned 
Glass” also look solid. 


Estimates for This Week 
Golden Gate (RKO) (2,844: 65-$1) 
-‘Magic Town” (RKO) plus vaude 


| headed by Miquelito Valdes and Re- 
Tilton | 


nee DeMarco (2d wk). Nice $21,000 
Last week, big $29,000. 
(FWC) (4,651: 74c-$1.20) — 
Amber” (20th) (2d wk). 
Oke $25,000. Last week, 
Warfield (FWC) (2,656: 
Dance” (M-G). 
$16,500. Last week, “Song of Love” 
(M-G) (2d wk), okay $11,000. 
Paramount (Par) (2,646; 95-$1.20) 


Fox 


|—~“Exposed” (Rep) plus vaude head- 


Frankie Laine and Marion 

Hutton. Pleasing $25,000. Last week, 

“Golden Earrings’ (Par) (2d wk), 

fine $16,500 at 60-85c. scale. 

St. Francis (Par) (1,400: 74-$1.20) 
“Unconquered” (Par). Smash 

$35,000. Last week, “Life With 


ed by 


| Father” (WB) (5th wk), husky $16,- 
| 300. 


Orpheum (Blumenfeld) (2,448; 55- 
85)—“Had To Be You” (Col) (2d 
wk). Off to $11,000. Last week, mod- 
est $16,000. 

United Artists (Blumenfeld) 
207; 55-85)—“Christmas Eve” 
Solid $16,000. Last week, 
Verdoux” (U) (4th wk), 
okay $6,500. 

Stagedoor (Ackerman). (350; 60-85) 
—‘Know Where I'm Going”: (U) 
(2d wk). Fat $3,500. Last week, $4,- 


(1,- 


“Mons. 
5 days, 


Guild (Lippert) (400; 35-85) — 
“Gone With Wind” (M-G) (reissue) 
(14th wk). Smooth $2,500. Last week, 
$3,200. 

Clay (‘Roesner) (400% 65-85) — 
“Cage Nightingales’ (Indie) and 
“Un Carnet De Bal” (Indie) (2d 
=): Husky $2,200. Last week, $2,- 
00 


Larkin (Roesner) (400; 65-85) — 
“Shoe Shine” (Indie) (6th wk). 
Snappy $2,000. Last week, $2,500. 

United Nations (FWC) (1,149; 80- 
$1.20)—"‘Forever Amber” (20th) (2d 
wk). Ole $6,000. Last week, sock 
$12,500. 

Esquire (Blumenfeld) (952; 55-85) 
—‘Upturned Glass” (U). -Strong 
$13,000. Last week, “Wistful Widow” 
(U) (2d wk), $8,000. 

Center (Lippert) 
“Magnificent Obsession” 
“100 Men and Girl’* (U) 
Fair $3,000. Last week, “The In- 
former” (RKO) and “Winterset” 
(RKO) (reissues). (2d wk), same. 

State (Par) (2,133; 90-$1.25) — 
“Life With Father’ (WB). Nice $9,- 
000 for sixth week downtown. Last 
week, “Frankenstein” (U) and 
“Dracula” (U) (reissues), $8,500. 


‘Earth’ Lofty $22,000 
In Denver; ‘Horse’ 14G 


Denver, Nov. 11. 
“Unconquered,” at upped scale, is 
standout this week, setting new rec- 
ord at Denham with $26,500. Also 
big are “Down to Earth” and “Ride 
Pink Horse,” each in two spots. 
Estimates for This Week 
Aladdin (Fox) (1,400; 35-74) 
“Grapes of Wrath” (20th) and “To- 
bacco Road” (20th) (reissues). Good 
$4,500. Last week, “Foxes Harrow” 
(20th), after two weeks each at 
Paramount, Esquire, fair $3,800. 
Denham (Cockrill) (1,750; 74-$1.20) 
—‘Unconquered” (Par), To all-time 
high of $26,500. Holds. Last week, 
“Wild Harvest” (Par), fair $5,500 in 
4 days of third week at pop scale. 
Denver (Fox) (2,525; 35-74) 
“Down to Earth” (Col) and “Bull- 
dog Drummond Strikes Back” (Col), 
(Continued on page 22) 


(300; 35-85) — 
(U) and 
(reissues). 








sock $52.000. | 
60-85) — | 
Fair | 





(UA). 


_(reissues) 





hurt either “Forever Amber” or “The 
Outlaw” to any great extent, these 
two pictures topping the boxoffice 
entries this session 
are holdovers. New entries are 
“Something in Wind.” “Black Gold” 
and reissue of “Anthony Adverse.” 
“Outlaw” was pulled Monday (10) 
night after 6 days in deference to 
the Philly Catholics. 

Estimates for 


This Week 


Areadia (Sablosky) (700: 50-94)— 
“Golden Earrings” (Par) (2d run). 
Okay $6,500.: Last week, “Repeat 
Performance” (EL) (2d wk-5 days), 
$4,000 

Bovd (WB) (2.350: 50-94)—“Song 
of Love (M-G) (2d wk). Fau 
$21,000 after good $27,500 last week 

Earle (WB) (2,760: 50-94)—‘Ar- 
nelo Affair” (M-G) and “Adventure 
Island” Indie). Thin $12,500. Last 
week, “Christmas Eve” (UA) (2d 


wk), fine $15,600 
Erlanger (Goldman) (1,859: 50-94) 
—‘The Outlaw” (UA) (2d wk). Sock 


$22,000 in 6 days after big $30,000 
opener, but yanked after 6 days due 


to Catholic pressure, house now be- 
ing dark since no picture was avail- 


able 

Fox (20th) (2.250: 50-94)—‘For- 
ever Amber” (20th) (3d wk). Robust 
$29,000 afte) last week’s great 
$35,000. 

Goldman (1,300: 50-94) — “Some- 
thing in Wind” (U). Solid $22,000. 
Last week, “Desire Me” (M-G) (3d) 
wk), $12,500 

Karlton (Goldman) (1,000; 50-94) 

‘Unfinished Dance” (M-G) (2d 
wk). Oke $10,000 after fine $15,000 
last week i 

Keith’s (Goldman) (1,300; 50-94)— 


“Foxes of Harrow” (20th) (2d run). 


Good $8,000. Last week, “Variety 
Girl’ (Par) (2d run), $6,500 

Mastbaum (WB) (4,360; 50-94)— 
|“Magic Town” (RKO) (2d wk). 
ale $16,500 after nice $24,500 last 
week. 

Stanley (WB) (2.950:  50-94)— 
“Walter Mitty” (RKO) (4th wk). 


Fine $16,000 after $18,500 last session. 


Town’ Mild 206 


Detroit, Nov. 11. 
Holdovers and reissues are shar- 
ing biz this week. Neither “Unsus- 
pected” or “Magic Town” are big 


of top newcomers. “Walter Mitty,” | 


“Forever Amber” and “Uncon- 
quered” are outstanding holdovers. 


Estimates for This Week 


Adams (Balaban) (1,740; 70-95)— 
“Walter Mitty” (RKO) (3d wk). 
Solid $17,000. Last week, $18,000. 

Broad way-Capitol (United Detroit) 
(3,309: 70-95)—“Each Dawn I Die” 
and “Bad Men of Missouri’ (WB) 
(2d wk). Fine $13,000 in 
6 days. Last week, $17,000. 

Cinema (Marten) (250; 60-99) — 
“Shoe Shine” (Indie) (2d wk). Neat 
$2,400. Last week, $2,400. 

Downtown (Balaban) (2,683: 70- 
95)—“The Gangster” (Mono). Mid- 
dling $13,000. Last week, “Dragnet” 
(SG) plus Harmonicats on_ stage, 
$14,000. 

Fox (Fox-Michigan) (5,100: 90- 
$1.20)—“Forever Amber” (20th) (3d 

(Continued on page 22) 


‘Wind’ Fancy $9,500 In 
Port.; ‘Fifth Ave.’ Nice 
9G, ‘Bachelor’ 1636, 2d 


Portland, Ore., Noy. 11. 

Biz is down a bit this week largely 
because ‘of the load of holdovers. 
“Something in Wind” at Broadway 
and “It Happened On Fifth Avenue” 
at Orpheum are new entries that are 
drawing. “Bachelor and _  Boby- 
Soxer” at Paramount and Oriental 
and “Crossfire” at Mayfair are the 
top holdovers. 


Estimates for This Week 

Broadway (Parker) (1,832; 40-80) 
—“Something in Wind” (U) and 
“Time Out of Mind” (U). Fancy 
$9,500. Last week, “Singapore” (U) 
and “Last Frontier Uprising” (Rep), 
fat $12,000. 

Musie Box (H-E) (1,000; 40-80)— 
“Welcome Stranger” (Par) (m.o.) 
(2d wk). Oke $3,700. Last week, 
$4,500 after 3 weeks at Paramount 
and Oriental Theatres, 

Oriental (H-E) (2,000; 40-80)— 
“The Bachelor and Bobby-Soxer” 
(RKO) (2d wk), day-date with 
Paramount. Strong $6.000. Last 





week, $9,200. 

Orpheum (H-E) (1,750; 40-80)— 
“Happened On 5th Ave.” (Mono) 
and “Thunderbolt” (Mono).- Lofty 


$9,000. Last week, “Dust Be Destiny” 
(WB) and “Marked Women” (WB) 
(reissues), $9,500. 

Paramount (H-E) (3,400; 40-80)— 
“Bacheior and Bobby-Soxer” (RKO) 
(2d wk). Hefty $10,500. Last week, 
$15,500. 





although both | 


8G, ‘Merton’-Raye & Naldi Fat 326 


Despite torrential rain last Satur- 
day (8) until late afternoon, Broad- 
way firstruns are shaping up strong- 
ly this session, being aided materially 
by Armistice Day upsurge yesterday 
last Sat- 


(Tues.). Heavy downpour 


+ urday virtually wiped out the strong 


| to 


; new 


In Sagging Det. 





| 


the weathe 
much colder that 
night, enabling theatres to rebound 
Saturday night and 
trade §S da (9) 

Be 


crowd 


matinee business but 


cleared and grew 


enjoy strong 


holiday 
the pre- 
gave houses a 
healthy Monday (10)° night. The 
strong attendance yesterday helped 
several spots to hold near or bette1 
preceding week's figures. 

Field of new pictures 
by “Cass Timberlane” with new 
stageshow at Music Hall. It will hit 
socko $145.000 in first stanza ending 


fron 


Day, 


it> ine 
Arn 


holiday sit 


upvdeatl 
stice 


t rn 
Ua LIOTI 


1S 


topped 


today ‘Wed.). Film is displaying 
enough strength to indicate a run 
well into December or until the 
Hall's Christmas show opens 
Another great moneymaker this 
round is “Body and Soul,” which i 


to a new all-time record at 
the Globe. In first week ending 
next Friday (14), it looks to hit 
colossal $70,000 or near. Late night 
shows and early starting time make 
this money possible, with most crix 
doing raves about film. 
“Escape Me Never,” 
Carle band heading 
giving the Strand a nice $58,000. 
“Upturned Glass” is doing fairly 
well at $28,000 or slightly less at the 


soaring 


plus Frankie 
stageshow, is 


Winter Garden. “So Well Remem- 
bered” is getting the same figure 
at the Palace. Neither “Glass” nor 


“Remembered” are expected to stay 


around long 
State, with “Merton of Movies,” 
new Red Skelton comedy playing 


firstrun, and-vaude headed by Mary 
Raye & Naldi, Alan Carney, Vaga- 
bonds and Edith Fellows, is climbing 
sturdy $32,000 or near. House 
holds over “Merton,” bringing in a 
vaude layout for next week. 

“Forever Amber.” which dipped 
badly at the Roxy the middle of last 
week. continues in big coin at 
$112,000 or near for 
albeit way off from $148,000 garn- 
ered in second stanza. Despite the 
dip. continuance of pace near 
$100,000 mark spells additional weeks 
for “Amber.” Fact that the picture 
picked up over the weekend in 
healthy fashion sidetracked previous 
plans to move up opening of “Daisy 
Kenyon.” 

Paramount is opening “Wild Har- 
vest,” with King Cole Trio, Connie 
Haines and Randy Brooks band 
heading stageshow, today (Wed.) 
after four nice weeks with “Variety 
Girl” and stagebill topped by Charlie 
Spivak band and Mel Torme. May- 
fair teed off “Gentleman’s Agreec- 
ment” in big fashion yesterday 
(Tues.). 

Capitol launches a new bill to- 
morrow (Thurs.) with stageshow 
headed by Frank Sinatra, Skitch 
Henderson and Lorraine Rognan, 
and “Her Husband’s Affairs.” Broad- 
way brings in “Heaven Only Knows” 
on the same day. 

“Mourning Becomes Electra” opens 
two-a-day run with world preem at 
the Golden, Nov. 19. 


Estimates for This Week 


Astor (City Inv.) (1,300; 80-$1.80) 
—‘“Walter Mitty” (RKO) (13th wk). 
Holiday helping this to solid $27,000, 
ahead of last week’s nice $25,000. 
Stays on three more with “Bishop’s 
Wife” (RKO) set to open Dec. 9. 

Bijou (Citv Inv.) (650; 85-$1.50)— 
“Man About Town” (RKO) (4th 
wk). Third week ending last Sun- 
day (9) night dipped to $5,200 after 
$6,500 for second. Staying around 
about two weeks longer, with new 
film due in late this month. 

Broadway (UA) (1,895; 70-$1.50)— 
“The Outlaw” (UA) (9th-final wk). 
Sagging to $10,500 or under on blow- 
off, which is not good; okay $15,000 


was registered in eighth. “Heaven 
Only Knows” (UA) opens tomor- 


row (Thurs.). 

Capitol (Loew's) (4,820; 70-$1.50) 
— “Unfinished Dance” (M-G) plus 
— Fieids orch, Jane Powell, Buck 
& Bubbles on stage (2d wk). Down 
to mild $47,000 after fairish $58,600 
opener, which was above hopes. 
“Her Husband’s Affairs” (Col) with 
Frank Sinatra heading anni show 
that includes Skitch Henderson 
erch, Lorraine Rognan, Will Mastin 
trio, opens tomorrow (Thurs.). 

Criterion (Loew’s) (1,700; 60-$1.25) 
— “Green Dolphin Street” (M-G) 
(5th wk). Fourth week ended last 
(Tues.) night, struck okay $30,000 
or close after $33,000 last week. 
Stays on, with “Exile” (U) likely 
to follow. 

Globe (Brandt) (1,500; 70-$1.20)— 
“Body and Soul’ (UA). For first 
stanza concluding next Friday (14) 
night, soaring to terrific $70,000, new 
high here. Stayed open until 6 a.m, 
Sunday (9) to take care of crowds. 
Stays indef. Last week, “Wry Poo 


| $5,000 last week 


, hight with fairish $28,000. 


| mistiece 


thitd week | — 
| Still doing strong business at around 
| $40,000 this session after $44,000 last 


$1.20)—“Upturned Glass” 


Free” (RKO) (6th 
$15,000. 

Gotham (Brandt) (900: 70-$1.40)— 
“Children on rial” (Indie) and 


“School For Danger” (Indie). Two 


wk), fancy 


| British-mades likely will land only 


$7,000, and stay only one. Last week, 


second of “Man in Iron Mask” (EL) 

and “Gentleman After Dark” (EL) 
(reissues), $7,500 

Little Carnegie (Indie) (460: 95- 

, $1.20) “Tawny Pipit” (U) (10th 

wk). Down to mild $4,500 after 


Still 
this fig 
four n 


able to make 
ire continues 
sessions 

Mayfair (Brandt) (1,736: 

“Gentlemans Agreement” 
Opened yesterday (Tues.). Last week, 
“Nightmare Alley” (20th) (5th wk- 
4 days), only $9,000 after $17,500 in 
fourth week. 

Palace (RKO) (1,700; 60-$1.20)— 
“So Well Remembered” (RKO) (2d 
wk). First week ended Monday (10) 
In ahead, 
(4th wk), 


money 


three 


at So 
or iore 


70-$1.50) 
(20th), 


‘Magi Town” 
$14,000. 

Paramount (Par) 

‘Wild Harvest” (Par) with King 
Cole Trio, Connie Haines, Randy 
Brooks orch on stage, Opens today 
(Wed.). Last week, “Variety Girl’ 
(Par) and Charlie Spivak orch, Mel 
Torme, Al Bernie heading stage bill 
(4th wk), okay $55,000 after $60,000 
in third stanza. 

Park Avenue (U) (583; $1.20-$1.50) 

‘Beware Pity” (U) (2d wk). Sec- 
ond round ending tomorrow (Thurs.) 
likely will be down to $5,000 after 
modest $7,000 for first. Won’t hold 
much longer. 

Radio City Music Hall (Rocke- 
feller) (5,945; 70-$2.40)—‘“Cass Tim- 
berlane” (M-G) and new stageshow. 
Soaring to great $145,000 in first 
week ending today (Wed.), with Ar- 
Day (Tues.) helping over- 
come losses caused by rainfall early 


(RKO) 


(3.664: 55-$1.50) 


Saturday. Holds. Last week, “Song 
of Love” (M-G) and stageshow (4th 
wk), fairly good $116,000. 


Rialto (Mayer) (594; 35-85)—“High 
Tide’. (Mono). Doing nicely, near 
$6.060 in week ending tomorrow 


| (Thurs,) after $6,809 for one week of 


“Invisible Wall” (20th). “Roses Are 
Red” (20th) opens next Friday (14). 

Rivoli (UAT-Par) (2,092; 60-$1.25) 
—‘Unconquered” (Par) (6th wk). 


week. Stays on indef, 
Roxy (20th) (5,886; 80-$1.80)— 
“Forever Amber” (20th) and Veloz 


|& Yolanda, Sid Caesar heading stage- 


bill (4th wk). Third frame ended last 
(Tues.) night dipped way under sec- 
ond week's figure but still sock at 
$112,000; second hit $148,000. Week- 
day prices dropped back to $1.50 mid- 
dle of last week, being partly respon- 
sible for dip. “Daisy Kenyon” (20th) 
due in next. 

State (Loew's) (3,450; 43-$1.10)— 
“Merton of Movies” (M-G) (list 
run) plus vaude headed by Mary 
Raye & Naldi, Alan Carney, Vaga- 
bonds, Edith Fellows. Red Skelton’s 
latest film and strong vaude layout 
climbing to sturdy $32,000 or near, 
Picture holds over. Last week, “Wel- 
come Stranger” (Par) (2d run) with 
vaude topped by Slate Bros., Yvette, 


$26,000. 
Strand (WB) (2,756: a —_ 
“Escape Me Never” (WB) with 


Frankie Carle orch; Jack E. Leonard, 
Olsen & Joy topping stageshow. In 


initial week ending tomorrow 
(Thurs.) doing nicely at $58,000. 
Holds. Last week, “Hagen Girl” 


(WB) and Ted Weems orch, Morey 
Amsterdam heading stagebill (2d 
wk), $43,000. 

Sutton (Rugoff-Becker) (561: 70- 
$1.25) — “Know Where I’m Going” 
(U) (3th wk). Twelfth stanza end- 
ed last Monday (10) night gained 
to land $9,300 after sturdy $8,500 
in llth week. 

Victoria (City Inv.) (720; 70-. 
$1.20)—"Gangster” (Mono) (2d wk). 
Second session ending today (Wed.) 
slipped considerably from opener, 
but still big with $23,000. First was 
sock $29,000. Stays on. 

Warner (WB) (1.499: 90-$1.50) — 
“Life With Father” (WB). (13th wk). 
Holding nicely at $20,500 after $21,- 
000 for 12th round. Continues. 

Winter Garden (UA) (1,312; 60- 
(>. In 
first session ended Monday 110) hit 
nice, if not big, $28,000- albeit far 
behind “Ride Pink Horse” (U) pace. 
“Horse” wound up fourth week of 
six days at solid $14,800. “Lost Mo- 
ment” (U) is next in here. , 





Aussie Equity Names 
Sharpe as H’wood Rep 


Hollywood, Nov. 11. 

Don S. Sharpe, Australian-born 
actor currently living in Hollywood, 
has been appointed local representa- 
tive of the Actors and Announcers 
Equity Ass’n. of Australia. 

Sharpe's job is to report on wages, 
working conditions, contracts and 
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Motion Picture Herald Boxoffice Champion! 


‘MOTHER WORE TIGHTS” 
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Steady Spread on 16m; Cuba Active: 
Argentina Plans Own Production 


. Washington, Nov. 11. 


Steady spread of the 16m theatres 
is indicated in film surveys of sev- 
eral countries made by the US. 
Dept. of Commerce. Growth of the 
substandards is marked in the back- 
woods and in areas where the box- 
office is so small the less expensive 
16m operation is necessary to keep 
out of red. 

Some indications of the situation: 

CUBA: About 60 small theatres 
equippd to handle 16m films were 
opened in rural areas in 1946. Total 
investment in these houses is esti- 
mated at about $100,000, principally 
in the value of equipment. Last 
year two independent Cuban dis- 
tributors and the Cuban offices of 
four major U.S. firms entered the 
16m entertainment field there with 
137 features and 174 shorts. Films 
were rented to rural exhibitors for 
40% of gross fee for the distributor. 
General take was about $10 for the 
distributor per eight- to nine-reel 
show. 

DENMARK: Country has no. spe- 
cial regulations covering l6m and 
there is no distribution of 16m en- 
tertainment films. One US. distrib- 
utor has a load of substandard reels 
on hand which he is interested in 
leasing on the same basis as the 
85m subjects. However, no com- 
mercial 16m house is operating in 
Denmark at present although there 
is one, in the main Copenhagen rail- 
read station, which has the equip- 
ment to play such films. It has 305 
seats. 

A few mobile 16m units are in 
operation in the country, but none 
are showing entertainment pix. Com- 
merce states: “It may be concluded 
that there is no present market in 
Denmark for 16m theatrical films 
but that the potential market war- 
rants U.S. producers being on the 


alert to take advantage of any 
change in the situation.” 
ARGENTINA: There are only 


about a dozen 16m theatres operat- 
ing in Argentina, and they have from 
150 to 200 seats. They are open only 
weekends and holidays. Only US. 
foreign films are available and they 
are limited to areas without 35m 
theatres. Argentina is preparing for 
considerable production for 16m. 
One plan is to have the government 
guarantee enough product to nation- 
al narrow gauge theatres. Country 
also has about 20 mobile 16m units 
which service communities without 
any permanent picture installations. 


JAMAICA: Commerce sees little 
opportunity of 16m to catch on be- 
cause all the theatres are owned by 
a single company which is in no 
hurry to change over from its pres- 
ent 35m equipment. 


Mayer Boosts 16m 
Manila, Oct. 28. 

Seymour R. Mayer, general sales 
manager of Loew’s International, 
here during a world tour, said that 
16m films are now universally ac- 
cepted as a commercial success, hav- 
ing passed the experimental stage. 
Planes, ships, trains, camps and 
small towns throughout the world, 
he added, are now using. this 
medium. 


Referring to the Philippines as a 
field for this product, Mayer stated 
he was surprised at the success of 
16m development here. He found 
that there are 128 16m theatres pres- 
ently operating successfully in the 
Islands compared with 300 theatres 
Operating in 35m. 

Pointing to the “unlimited possi- 
bility of expansion,” Meyer declared 
that France, which has operated in 
16m for the past six years, now has 
11,000 16m theatres in operation. He 
disclosed that Metro has released 74 
pictures in 16m up to the present 
time, and that it is planning to re- 
lease 52 such pictures in the next 
year, or one production a week. 





WB Reopens Story-Talent 


Department in London 
London. Nov. 11. 

Warner Bros. has reopened its 

story and talent department office 

here after it had been shuttered for 

a three-month stretch. This leaves 

Universal as the only U. S. major 
without a London talent branch. 


U and WS closed their offices as 
& means of axeing expenses over- 
seas. Other majors, while not lock- 
ing their doors, have sharply re- 
duced personnel and other expendi- 
tures of their talent and story depts. 
here. — 





Manitoba Exhibs Marshal 
Forces Vs. 20% War Tax 


Winnipeg, Nov. 11. 

Undeterred by refusal ofthe Do- 
minion government to repeal the 
20% war excise tax, the Manitoba 
Motion Picture Exhibitors Assn. is 
continuing its campaign against the 
tax and has enlisted the support of 
other provincial film associations to 
make this a nation-wide drive. 

Committees have been appointed 
in the various provinces to coordi- 
nate activities, and support has been 
forthcoming in pieces by Roly 
Young, film editor of the Toronto 
Globe and Mail, and Frank Morriss, 
film editor of the Winnipeg Free 
Press. 

In a recent and highly important 
development, Famous Players has 
pledged its support and active co- 





with the various provincial federa- 


tions, 
The Manitoba organization. is 
strongly urging its members and 


non-affiliated exhibitors publicly to 
pledge that if the 20% tax is re- 
pealed the saving will be passed 
along to patrons. 


Italian Pix Buys 
Being lroned Out 


Rome, Noy. 4. 


Though the Italian Tax Commis- 
sion has exempted American film 
frozen funds from the 4% levy ap- 
plying to all capital in Italy, Frank 
McCarthy, -Motion ~~ Picture Assn. 
European rep, is still negotiating 
with Italian authorities to adjust 
several other matters. 








Apart from the screen quota de- 
voting 20 days per quarter to Italian 
product exclusively, first matter to 
be adjusted is that of dubbing. Ques- 
tion is, are American pix dubbed 
there to be considered as remaining 
American, or having become Italian? 


When these Italian-dubbed pix are 
exported to the Italian-speaking zone 
of Switzerland and other 
speaking territories, if they are con- 
sidered American, all money col- 
lected there can be transferred to 
the parent companies without inter- 
ference of the Italian government. 
Whereas if the dubbed product is 
to be considered Italian, the foreign 
currency accruing has to be trans- 
ferred to Italy in lire, meaning piling 
up with the frozen funds accumu- 
lating there. 

McCarthy is also negotiating with 
Commendatore Calvino to permit an 
extension of the use of the blocked 
funds, which at the present time 
can only be used to cever office 
expenses. Permission is being sought 
to use funds to lease or purchase 
theatre properties. Currently it’s 
okay to construct them, but not to 
lease or buy. 

Matters relating to production in 
Italy also have to be adjusted. 
Italian authorities are being very 
cooperative in these discussions. 


Hungary Plans 300 New 
Pix Houses Plus 2,000 
For 16m Within 3 Years 


Budapest, Nov. 1. 

Construction of 300 new picture 
theatres and 2,000 16m houses are 
included in the three-year plan of 
the Hunnia state factory as an- 
nounced by Laszio Angyal, new 
chairman. Building of 300 35m 
theatres will swell the total in Hun- 
gary to 800, which was the prewar 
number. These will supplant those 
destroyed by the war. The 16m 
houses are popular, there being 
many already in operation, mostly 
in the country. 

Also revealed that six Hungarian 
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| go along with the arrangement which 


; ; .|major U. S. distributors were with- 
operation in the campaign, working | grawn from the Danish market be- 





|up with “Unfinished Symphony,” a 


Italian- | 


] 


| 


| 
| 


| 


lsereen productions will be made 
shortly. These are “When Smoke 
Raises.” to be directed by Viktor | 
|Gertler; “Don’t Marry Muse,” writ- 
jten by Stephan Bekeffy, whose 
\“Janika” was the top legit success 


| of the past season: “Song of Corn- 
| fields,” “Prophet of the Fields,” 
|“Siege of Besterce,” historical film, 
jand “Somewhere in Europe,” 


\named now being in production. 


| 


last- | 


| “Wicked Lady” 





DISNEY’S ‘SOUTH’ HAS 
SOCK MEX 52G PREEM 


Mexico City, Nov. 11. 
Top gross honors for any pic’s 
preem in Mexico — $52,000 (U. S.)— 
were copped by Walt Disney’s “Song 
of the South at the Cine Alameda 
here Thursday (6). Preem was at 
tended by President Miguel Aleman 
and wife, and top government of- 
ficials and socialites. Preem was a 
benefit, to help feed Mexico’s under- 
nourished children, and cost $60 
(U.S.) per. 
Pic is doing land office biz at 60c. 
to $1 (U. S.), children half price. 


Denmark Biz Dips 
When U.S. Majors 
Pull In Top Pix 


Copenhagen, Nov. 4. 
Since all pictures from the big 





cause the Yanks nixed the new film 
pact, Denmark exhibitors have been | 
scurrying after product to fill the 
gap. American companies refused to 


would allow them to export only a 
few thousand dollars as percentage 
on films played. Pic theatre attend- 
ance is considerably off as a result | 
but no new film pact will be set un- 
til March. 
Metropole .took off “Bambi” 
(RKO), after a record run of six 
months and pushed in a 15-year-o!d 
French film, “Don Quixote.” The 
Dagmar, which had just opened 


Sharp Increase 


Brit. Pix Biz Looks OK Next 6 Months: 


In U. S. Reissues 





Swedes, Soviet in First 
Joint Football B’cast 


Stockholm, Oct. 31. 

Both Swedish and Russian radio 
stations cooperated last Sunday (26) 
in handling a joint broadcast of a 
football game between players rep- 
renting the two countries at Ra- 
sunda Stadium here. Sports airet 
reportedly is the first time that the 
Swedish and Russian radio have 
ever participated in a mutually 
handled program. 

Contest, as described by Russian 
sports announcer Vadis Sinpavski), 


in Moscow and other Soviet cities. 


Sven Jerring did the play-by-play 
ep the Swedish radio. 


Mex Tooters Set 
For Radio Strike 


Mexico City, Nov. 11. 
Strike against all radio stations 
here may be called by the Musicians’ 





Union as of Saturday (15) unless 
the tooters’ demands for a 50% pay 
hike are met. Drive for salary 


boosts comes in the wake of many 
musiker layoffs from station staffs 
brought about by a sharp reduction 
of time sales. Union has already 





“Shop Around the Corner” (M-G), | 
also put in a French pic, then ran “39 | 
Steps” for a few days and wound 


very old Austtrian production. It’s 
now running “Mani,” a Danish film. 
Other houses used new Denmark- 
made pictures. 

Many Flat Rental Deals 


filed notice of its strike decision with 
the Federal Board of Conciliation 
and Arbitration, basing its requests 


pensate for less work. 

Originally the walkout had been 
set for Nov. 5, but strenuous efforts 
of the Labor Ministry induced mu- 
sicians and station announcers,.who 





Second-runs played old U. S. pic- 
tures, many being Laurel-Hardy | 


comedies, nearly all bought at flat | 


rental. J. Arthur Rank is active in 
the current: market with “Matter of 
Life and Death,” at the Grand, and 
at the Carlton. 

Constantin Films, biggest inde- 
pendent distributor. here, scored by 
obtaining “Great Dictator” and “Best 
Years” at flat rentals. The former 
goes into World Cinema _ while 
“Years” will play at the Palada. 
Asa obtained “Kid From Brooklyn” 
also on flat deal. “Years” and “Kid” 
are Samuel Goldwyn productions re- 
leased in. the U. S. by RKO. These 
three American productions plus 
about 20 other Holywood-made films, 
largely from.United Artists produc- 
ers, will have to appease Danish film 
patrons for U. S. product in the next 
season. 

“Nothing Sacred,” which was rated 
too rough for Denmark when shown 
first in 1938, is now a big hit at the 
Rialto where handled by Asa. Origi- 
nally it was released by UA. 

Major distribs are maintaining 
only skeleton staffs in their offices 
here, much of personnel going to 
independent companies which now 
are doing a thriving business. 


IST NIP FILMS READY 
FOR EXPORT 10 U. 8. 


Tokyo, Oct. 28. 

First Japanese films to be ex- 
ported to North and South America 
and Hawaii since Pearl Harbor will 
be enroute soon. Eugene L. Scherer 
of World Suppliers, Inc., and repre- 
sentatives of Jap Board of Trade are 
expected to ink the Gen. MacArthur- 
approved contracts soon. 

Pictures will be earmarked for 





also are seking more coin, to defer 
the work stoppage temporarily. Both 
ithe Ministry and the Conciliation 
| Board still hold out a faint ray of 
|hope that a strike may be averted 
| before Saturday’s deadline. 

Wage demands tie in with a gen- 
eral slump in the local entertain- 


ment industry. Musicians’ Union has | 


squawked in particular that top 
niteries have cut costs by sluffing 
off sidemen and secondary spots are 
said to have trimmed their bands 
more than 60%. Question of higher 
wages and improved working con- 
ditions for musicians, organized ra- 
dio labor, white collar workers and 
members -of the Mexican Authors, 
Composers and Publishers were 
dealt with in a mass meeting held 
last week at the Teatro Lirico. 





New Aussie Trade Pact 
With U.S. Seen Paving 
Way for Coin Unfreeze 


Canberra, Oct. 30. 
Australians will’be pleasantly sur- 
prised over the new trade pact just 
reached with the U. S., according to 
John Dedman, Aussie. postwar re- 
construction minister attached to 


here. Agreement starts. operating 
next Nov. 18, it being designed to 
help trade with the U. S.. It removes 
or eases certain trade preferences 
now operating. 

Coincidentally, the outlook is more 
hopeful in the Australian film busi- 
ness that dollar restrictions against 
U. S. films will not continue in- 


not be long before Yank distrib coin 





Jap-speaking audiences who have 
not seen a new nip film for about | 
six years. Scherer said there’s | 
nearly 1,000,000 of these Nisei and 
Issei Japs. Films must be approved 
for export by Gen. MacArthur’s | 
Civil Information and Education 
Section. 


MUNICH TRANSMITTER 





tied up with the new trade agree- 
ment. 

It seems certain that no more re- 
strictions will be imposed on the 


| picture biz by the Aussie govern- 


ment. It also appears sure’ that U. S. 
distribs will be able to use that 30% 
holdback coinage in other ways than 





Washington, Nov. 11. 
New shortwave transmitter has 
gone into operation at Munich, ac- | 
cording to word just received here. 
Broadcast station will carry U. §. 
Military Government programs on 
the American way. : 





Other Foreign News 
on Page i7 














via investment in local picture pro- 


duction. Currently there is no talk 
of production enforcement. 
One significant development is 


that the U. S. is buying Aussie wool, 
and that many U. S. industrial com- 
panies are sending reps here for a 
looksee at the field with an eye for 
industrial expansion Down Under. 


Also it's revealed that the Chifley | 


government is helning with trans- 
portation costs of U.S. migrants to 
Aussie. 


ee 


was said to have been well received | 


for more-money in order to com- 


Ben J. Chifley’s labor government | 


definitely, with the hint that it will | 


will be flowing freely to the U. S. | 
again. Feeling here is that this is all | 


London, Nov. 4. 

Despite deep gloom over industry, 
observers see no reason why busi- 
ness in theatres should not be ex- 
‘tremely good for the next six 
|months, unless furher government 
| intervention, domestic crisis or bad 
' weather cause unforeseen setbacks. 

With practically no unemployment 
and with limited facilities for shop- 
ping, theatres should have good 
share of the weekly pay checks. 
|In industrial centers matinee busi- 
ness is off owing to staggering of 
hours, but theatres are packed at 
night if the pictures are popular. 
Unfortunately, few films have 
peapled to the public in recent 
| weeks. 

Of all the Rank product only three 
—all from Sydney Box—have clicked 
at the boxoffice. These are “Jassy” 
and “Holiday Camp,” running neck- 
and-neck, followed ,by “The Up- 
turned Glass,” the James Mason pic- 
ture. Exhibs are eagerly awaiting re- 
lease of “The Best Years of Our 
Lives” and “Bachelor Knight” (“The 
| Bachelor and Bobby-Soxcr’’). 

Two pictures smashing boxoffice 
records beyond the firstruns are 
Herbert Wilcox’s “The Courtneys of 
,|Curzon Street” and David O. Seiz- 
|nick’s “Duel in the Sun.” Both are 
| heading for an exhib’s gross of $1,- 
500,000. “Courtneys” has beaten Wil- 
“Piccadilly Incident” in over 
600 theatres. With present conditions 
it’s impossible to estimate final 
| grosses. Rather than book reisssucs 
| Rank may, for example, book the 
Wilcox and Selznick films now run- 

ning mainly in opposition circuit, 
land may play the Box films in his 
theatres for which they weren't 
| originally intended. This may boost 
| returns to all-high record figures. 
Dip Exagge: ste! 


ap- 


’ 
COX § 


Fall in business here has. been 
;somewhat exaggerated. Summer 


| business was about 30% down on 
| previous year due in main to weath- 
er, After next six months the 75% 
| tax will begin to take effect. Hence 
|sudden increase in number of re- 
| issues now being tradeshown. In the 
four months since July, 77 have been 
sereened for reissue. Many more are 
being announced daily. 

Paramount has at least 26, includ- 
ing “Beau Geste” (1939). “Hold Back 
the Dawn” (1941), “The Crusades” 
(1935), “The Light That Failed” 
(1939), “Sign of the Cross” (1932, 

|modernized 1944), “The Lady Eve” 
(1941), “If I Were Kings” (1938), 
| “This Gun For Hire” 1942) and “For 
Whom the Bell Tolls” (1943). 

Metro’s reissues include 
Town” (1938), “Escape” 
“Serenade” (1939), “Mrs. 
(1942), “Random. Harvest” (1942) 
and “Gone With the Wind” (1939), 
at the moment packing the West 
End Empire. 

Warners is preparing “The Sea 
Hawk” (1940), “High Sierra” (194i), 
“Jezebel” (1938), “Bad Men of Mis- 
souri” (1941), “Anthony Adverse 
(1936), “Dust Be My . Destiny” 
(1939) and “Marked Woman” (1937). 

20th-Fox has scheduled only “The 

‘Bleck Swan” (1942) and RKO has 
|“They Got Me Covered” (1943). . 

| Sitting pretty in the reissue busi- 
ness is Eros Films (Hyams Bros.), to 
whom Universal and Rank sold re- 
issue rights last May of 110 pictures, 
a few month before the tax was an- 
nouneed. 3 

But experienced exhibs heve little 

long term faith in reissues. Nor are 
they over-optimistic about most- of 
the present product reaching them. 
They claim that patrons are shop- 
| ping more carefully now and that 
good pictures do really good busi- 
ness while.bad ones empty the house. 
And this goes for British as well as 
for the Hollywood product. 


“Boys 
(1940), 
Miniver” 








Lopert Leads Off Season 
Sked With ‘Shoe-Shine’ 


With some five films on its sea- 
son’s release slate, Lopert Films, Inc., 
has marked “Shoe-Shine,” current at 
the Avenue, N. Y., as its initial dis- 
tributional entry. Picture will probe 
| ably be followed at the Avenue some 

time in January by the firm’s second 
release, “Beauty and the Beast” 
(“La Belle et la Bete”). A cellue 
loid version of the classic fairy tale, 
“Beauty” was scripted by Jean 
Cocteau, who also directed. 

Other pix on Lopert's schedule are 

“Martin Roumagnac,” starring Jean 
Gabin and Marlene Dietrich; “Mr, 
' Orchid” (“Le Pere Tranquil”) star- 
ring Noel-Noel, and “A Friend Will 
Tonight” ("Un Ami Viendra 
ce Soir”), starring Michel Simon and 
Madeleine Sologne. 
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Marianne who stole 
her sister’s man. Big 
cast includes Van 


AW a ails: et ae : 
viHaad’ “THIS TIME FOR KEEPS’ SOCKO! 


thousands more! 


Richard Hart and 





Vivien Leigh—and 


you hold-over! 


“Were ready 





to buy / What have you 
got to sell, Mister Exhibitor 7” 









“GREEN DOLPHIN STREET HIT! 


Just what the public wants! New M-G-M records at the Criterion, 
N. Y. 5th big week and still going strong. And in a poll of. the audience 
by Motion Picture Research Bureau, it reveals 92% excellent or very 

good, the highest rating in N. Y. audience history. Your folks will flock 
to see the biggest spectacular romance in 10 years! 


If it’s an M-G-M Technicolor Musical your public knows there’s a 
treat in store. And it’s packing them in nationwide. Not since “Bath-% ™& 

ing Beauty” has there been anything like it, the Aqua-revels, the ‘ 
gorgeous girls, an appealing love story, songs galore and top entertain-’ rake 
ers including Esther Williams, Lauritz Melchior, Jimmy Durante, new = Aqua-revels 
romantic singer Johnnie Johnston, Xavier Cugat and his Orchestra and 

plenty more. 


“GONE WITH THE WIND’ REPEATS! 


The miracle Technicolor picture of all time. Every engagement proves 
that everybody wants to see it. There’s a whole new teen-age public 
plus countless folks who are coming again. Extended engagements are 


the rule! (A David O. Selznick Production. An M-G-M Release). 


“CASS TIMBERLANE’ BEGINS! 


Another BIG M-G-M entertainment starts its history-making career. ¥# 
S.R.O. audiences at the Radio City Music Hall World Premiere en- @ 
gagement are enthralled at the love story that seventeen million readers 
of Sinclair Lewis’ novel are waiting to see. Spencer Tracy, Lana Turner, 


im” 








Zachary Scott in:aigreat de luxe production! Lana Turner 
—an exciting 


AND WATCH FOR MORE FROM M-G-M! isan 


“GOOD NEWS”—Celebrate a gay Technicolor New Years! 
“KILLER McCOY”—Trade Press in unanimous raves! 
“THE BIRDS AND THE BEES”—Technicolor Musical Joy! 
“HIGH WALL” —Terrific thriller! High receipts too! 
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Chile Postwar Show Biz Trend Up But 
Dollar Exchange Lack Balks H'wood 


By BAY JOSEPHS 


Santiago, Oct. 28. 

Competition, hot, fast and heavy, 
marks ‘the post-war show biz trend 
in Chile. New operators entering 
the film and théatre fields and old 
indies expanding into larger situa- 
tions have given a new shot in the 
arm to a never previously overly 
strong entertainment-minded coun- 
try. Result is bettered grosses all 
around. 

Hollywood majors, while benefit- 
ing by upped b.o. returns, have been 
in more and more of a hole because 
of lack of dollar exchange, however. 


What makes the setup here worse 
than in Peru, Bolivia, Ecuador and 
other west céast South American 


counties is the fact that they can’t 
even swap pesos for greenbacks at 
the free market rate of 52-to-$1, as- 
suming they’re willing to take the 
loss. 

Government of President Gabriel 
Gonzalez Videla—himself no mean 
pix fan‘and a line-waiter frequently 
seen at downtown theatres — will 
only allow pix to. be brought in if 
paid for on the official exchange. 
And when it comes to getting that, 
the inevitable answer is: “There 
ain’t none—we need to save our 
dwindling’ supply for more vital 
necessities.” 

Whole film industry, including the 
Argentines and Mexicans, had been 
earmarked for $3,000,000 (U. S.) for 
"47 remittances which would have 
been o.k. despite protests always in- 
evitable that it wasn’t quite enough. 
But film distribs who’ve sought to 
get a share in order to remit to 
homeoffices have found only delays, 
putoffs and inquiries about when 
Washington will extend a new loan 
to Chile to get going on international 
trade again. 

Among the estimated $50,000,000 of 
U. S. goods piled up on the docks at 
Valparaiso, Chile’s second city and 
top port, are vaults of films, plus 
hundreds of thousands of dollars in 
radios sought by a more and more 
entertainment-minded public. Ad- 
ditionally, as elsewhere in Latin 
America, lack of abundant or lower 
price goods in other lines has made 
public more and more willing to buy 
films and theatre tickets — which 
only accentuates things more. 

Competitive Situation Marked 

Competitive situation has been es- 
pecially noted in the major cities 
and in this capital—whose popula- 
tion now tops 1,021,000. In past the 
Troni circuit which had five Santi- 
ago release houses, nine second and 
third runs plus three release spots 
in Valpo,-and the Betteo chain with 
11 nabes, were getting a majority 
of the cream trade. 

Benito del Villar’s opening of the 
Rex, said to be South America’s 
newest and finest, helped break the 
hold here. House is a one-price 
1,650 orchestra and balcony only. 
Del Villar, incidentally, was for- 
merly Paramount manager here. 

In Valpo the Cooperatia Vitalicia 
took over the Victoria which Troni 
formerly operated, the Pacifico is 
being opened by Armando Velaye 
and a flock of indies are opening 
or have started houses. 

In northern part of the country— 
Chile is 2,600 miles long and only 
averages a width of 110 miles—the 
onetime Martinez and Cia monopoly 
now has indie competish almost 
everywhere, aided in no smaii meas- 
ure by 20th and Warners. South is 
also the same. Fox is taking over 
the Windsor in Concepcion which 
Juan Akel is constructing and Akel 
is also readying the Explane as a re- 
peat firstruns. Rest of the town is 
controlled by the Brieva circuit but 
they've given their three firstruns a 
new push, added refurbishing, more 
attention to customers, etc., than.be- 
fore the going got tough. 

Chile, incidentally, has 317 houses, 
68 in this capital of which seven are 
firstruns. Valpo has 18 — this in- 
cludes ythe famed seaside resort of 
Vina del Mar, a 20-minute run—in- 
cluding five firstruns. Some nine 
new houses are under construction 
in key secondary cities and a flock 
of others are in planning stage, again 
held up by dollar exchange since 
equipment, seats and much of the 
construction material must be im- 
ported. 

Another important factor in the 
increased competitive setup has been 
change from block booking “pro- 
medios” to a picture by picture, per- 
centage of value basis. In the past an 
entire season was booked and an 
allocation value determined arbi- 
trarily for the books. Mexicans 
were first to introduce value ideas, 
particularly after a few of their 





strong Cantinflas pix began piling 
up amazing grosses. Americanos 
followed and the Argentines then 
joined in. 

One. distrib told Varrery this 
change has accounted for at least a 
15% increase to distribs: others 
months. “There is a stark feeling this 
still higher. 

B.o. trends are also up. Prices 
have risen about 25% since V-E 
Day but it’s still possible to go first- 
run to many Santiago houses for 10, 
15 and 20 pesos—20, 30 and 40c, 
U. S.—very little considering prices 
of many things, food for one, are 
equal to those in the States. 


Native Production 
Competition of non-U. S. pix has 





Ontario’s 675 Filmers 
Hobbled by New Law Re 
Outdoor Lighting Ban 


Toronto, Nov. 11. 


Because of increased industrial 
demands on electrical. power sup- 
plies, the Ontario Government has 
ordered a complete blackout of all 
forms of outdoor commercial light- 
ing, effective 1 a.m. Sunday (9) and 
to continue at least until April next. 
Coming under the ban are the ap- 
proximately 675 filmhouses in this 


| province which will have to refrain 


|from using upright signs and also 


come not only from the Argentines | 


and Mexicans as agg a oa 8 gen mean a fine of $100 a day. So far, 
ms, @/ there. will be no rationing of elec- 


Chile’s own studios. 
quasi-governmental agency, went 
bankrupt about five months ago but 
is mow reviving, spurred on by cer- 
tain governmental officials who see 
local production and outside dis- 
tribution one way by which Chile 
can earn dollars and other currency 
for purchases abroad. 

Angel Ibarra, local distrib for 
Mexican films,’ has brought down 
directors and actors from his coun- 
try. Argentines are also bringing 
in technical and talent aid. Chile 
Films has made six pix yearly in the 
past. Its plans are not to increase 
the number but the quality and b.o. 
value. 

Argentine-made are naturally way 
ahead of the Mexicans here since 
former is just across the Andes and 
has a population makeup and theat- 
rical taste very similar. Addition- 
ally, Mexicans have made only a 
weak effort to build up star names 
and to eliminate many of their slow- 
moving items, thus adversely affect- 
ing word-of-mouth on entire product. 

Indicative of new competitive ef- 
forts in legit field has been increased 
importation of continental compa- 
nies. Emma Gramatica and a full- 
scale Italian company are currently 
filling the Teatro Municipal. Series 
of French companies — first since 
war’s end—have been here earlier in 
the season. Josephine Baker has 
been bringing in the largest crowds 
in years to the Casanova and Vir- 
ginia Romay’s group is ‘at the 
Teatro Lux. Hardly a newcomer 
any longer, Lucho Gordoba, who is 
Peruvian born, continues to occupy 
the Imperio, where he’s been stock- 
company comedy operator for al- 
most 10 years. 

Radio is the least active of all in 
the post war setup but there have 
been some major developments. 
Pushing into a field already domi- 
nated by three majors, CB-114, oper- 
ated by the Corporacion Chilena de 
Broadcasting, opened about a year 
ago in the largest, most complete, 
RCA-designed studios. Outfit hada 
spurt, then went down, and is now 
again on the upgrade. Competition 
is primarily Radio Agricultura, 
which the Agricultural Society of 
Chile runs; Radio Minera, run by the 
Mining Society; and Cooperativa Vi- 
talicia, an insurance concern which 
also has theatre interests. 

Primarily it’s been that same lack 
of dollar exchange which has lim- 
ited the amount of goods the big 
U. S. advertisers, biggest wartime 
users, from expending on air time. 
Spot announcements are still the 
rule on Santiago’s 16 outlets, though 
every visiting artist of note is inked 
for an appearance. Top public is 
still regarded as not radio buying 
conscious, however, despite some ef- 
forts to develop class following. 

(Sixth in a series on postwar show 
biz trends). 





Mex Scripters Win 
Mexico City, Nov. 11. 


Pix producers have bowed to the 
unionized writers demand that $1,200 
(U.S.) be the minimum fee for 
script. 

Up to Oct. 31, writers registered 
with the Ministry of Public Educa- 
tion, Mexican copyrighting proce- 
dure, 2,800 scripts, a new high. 





CUBAN WB HOUSE RUSHED 


Havana, Nov. Il. 

Radiocentro, delayed in construc- 
tion because of lack of building ma- 
terial and labor troubles, is now 
rushing work on the film house 
leased to Warner Bros., who want 
to have it ready in December for 
the Christmas crowds. 

However, it’s doubtful if whole 
building will be ready before next 
February. 


cut marquee and lobby 
the absolute minimum. 

After-dusk lighting of. interior 
premises of business, particularly 
show windows, is now illegal, with 
the exception of banks which re- 
quire lighting for holdup protection. 


lighting to 


Ban also applies to billboards, serv- | 


ice stations 
parking lots. 


and floudlighting of 
Non-observance will 


tricity in homes but commercial es- 


| tablishments and offices are forbid- 


den to turn on electrical heating 
accessories, plus lights after closing 
hours. But street lights will stay on 


| all night. 











Brazil Pix 


Buildup Set 


Move to build up the Brazilian 
film industry has been launched by 
Howard Randall, studio construction 
expert and pioneer of the Mexican 
picture business. Under a_ setup 
known as Film Enterprises, a Bra- 
zilian corporation, his firm will 
build a four stage studio in Rio de 
Janeiro and will also produce four 
pictures on the new* lot starting 
next spring. 

Randall, who arrived in New York 
last week to discuss his plans with 
film company execs here, revealed 
his forthcoming pix will be “con- 
servatively budgeted at about $100,- 
000 each.” Distributional deal with 
Columbia has already been negoti- 
ated, he added, whereby Co! will 





$875,000 Philippines Film Co. Signs  - 
H'wood Technicians for Key Spots 





Korda Takes ‘Shoeshine’ | 


“Shoeshine,” Italian film now in 
its fourth month at the Avenue the- 
atre, New York, has been pacted for 
distribution in England by Sir Alex- 
ander Korda’s London Film Produc- 
tions. Deal was made by Morris 
Helprin, Korda’s U, S. rep, with 
Lopert Films, which holds the rights. 

Pie will open shortly at the Rialto, 
London, which Korda owns, 





Mex Biz Slowed 











handle release of the quartet of films | 


throughout Brazil. 

Pictures, of which two will be 
musicals and two historical yarns, 
will use Brazilian talent exclusively 
while dialog, of course, will be 
Portuguese. Films’ budget, Randall 
pointed out, is necessarily limited 
due to the government’s policy of 
fixing exhibitors’ admission prices. 
Firstruns in Rio, he noted, are scaled 
to a 30c top. 

While Mexico grants subsidies to 
its own film industry in the form of 
tax exemption and other benefits, 
Brazil as yet has not made similar 
concessions to native film-makers. 
However Randall feels that Brazil 
may consider such moves in the fu- 
ture, but first the industry will have 
to prove its worth by turning out 
stable product. ; 

Randall leaves for the Coast today 
(Wed.) to arrange for equipment pur- 
chases as well as line up technical 
personnel, and expects to plane to 
Rio within three weeks. 
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~ Current London Shows 
London, Nov. 11. 


(Figure shows weeks of run) 
“All Over Town, Playhouse (3). 
“Anna Luceasta,” Majesty's (2). 
“Annie Get Gun,” Col’sm (23). 
“Bless the Bride,” Adelphi (29). 
“Born Yesterday,” Garrick (42). 
“Chiltern Hundreds,” Vaude (11). 
“Crime of Foley,” Comedy (18). 
“Dr. Angelus,” Phoenix (15). 
“Du Barry,” Princess (5). / ~ 
“Edward My Son,” Lyric (24). 
“Finian’s Rainbow,” Palace (4). 
“Fly Away Peter,” Fortune (14). 
“Girl Quite,” St. Martin’s (12). 
“Here There,” Palladium (32). 
“Life With Father,” Savoy (23). 
“Linden Tree,” Duchess (13). 
“Man in Street,” St. James (5). - 
“Never Can Tell,” Wynd. (6). 
“Noose,” Saville (21). 

“Off Record,” Piccadilly (24). 
“Qklahoma!,” Drury Lane (28). 
“One, Two, Three,” Yorks (9). 
“Peace In Our Time,” Aldw’h (14). 
“Piccadilly Hayride,” Wales (35). 
“Present Laughter,’ Haym’kt (30). 
“Starlight Roof,” Hipp. 

“Separate Rooms,” Strand (12). 
“Sweetést Lowest,” Ambass. (80). 
“Together Again,” Vic Palace (30), 
“Trespass,” Apollo (17), 
“Tuppence,” Globe (5). 

“Worms View,” Whitehall (28). 











But Not Down 


Mexico City, Oct. 28. 

Showbiz in Mexico is currently 
pretty slow, according to Eduardo 
Moreno, local booker who is partner 
of Ramon Reachi,' ex - ballroom 
dancer (Ramon 
booking agency. 
Mexican or 


But all performers, 
foreign, continue to 


draw what they can command and | 


reports that all local theatres have 
forced their 
wage cut are erroneous. 

have had to 
sez Moreno. But 
native or foreign, 


Secondary players 
take less money, 
the performer, 


who: can register at the boxoffice, | 


still can get his or her pay demand. 
There is 
stellar performers, 
aliens, Moreno stressed, as it’s a/| 
case of those who bring in the big | 
biz copping the top coin. 


Theatres are feeling the pinch of | 
the depression. However, there is 
still work for U. S. troupers who 
can deliver the way they want it 


| here, and they can still profitably 


double in niteries which are now 
keen for talent that can bring in 
trade. 


Scare of all theatres shuttering be- 
cause of high costs and dipped in- 
take has passed, for a while. Man- 
agers have made show biz union 
chiefs see their side. Pay cuts ac- 
cepted affect, as a group, chorines 
and smalitimers, It’s agreed that 
further hikes in theatre admission 
charges can’t be tried in these times, 
and while there is no government 
ceiling on these prices, as there is on 
some foods, clothing, etc., economics 
dictate no boosts at theatre box- 
offices. . 


OATERS LOSING FORMER 
B.0. LUSTRE IN EIRE 


Dublin, Nov. 4. 


Westerns—once a surefire draw at 
boxoffices in Ireland—are losing 
favor, particularly in the larger 
cities. Onetime favorites Roy Rogers 
and Gene Autry are not the attrac- 
tion as in the past. Recent studies 
of public opinion also show waning 
interest in musicals, except for a 





| big attraction like Metro’s “Till the 


Clouds Roll By.” 


Same audience surveys also show 
a growing approval of British prod- 
uct, with a tendency to buy British 
rather than Hollywood films. It is 
felt by some exhibs, however, that 
unless British studios can build new 
stars quickly the comparatively 
small number of star names in Brit-) 
ish pix may react on boxoffices in 
the future as audiences tire of see- 
ing the same faces frequently. 

Biz in Dublin firstrun houses has 
taken a nosedive recently owing to 
a transport strike which has had 


buses and tramcars off the streets | 


for the past eight weeks. Nabe 
houses, however, report an upswing 
due to the fact that people who can’t 
get travel facilities uptown are go- 
ing more to their local cinemas. 


New Foreign Distrib Set 


Jean Goldwurm and George 
Schwartz, operators of the World, 
N. Y., have set up the Times Film 





|Corp., designed to distribute foreign 
| film imports. 
|partner’s fall slate 
‘entry, “To Live in Peace,” 


Initial release on the 
is the Italian 
produced 
by Lux-Pao in Rome. 

Goldwurm recently returned from 
a three-month European junket dur- 
ing which he o, o. ’d product. Times 
is also handling “The Bandit,” fea- 
turing Anna Magnani, who scored 
in “Open City.” 


& Renita) in his} 


talent to take a 30% | 


no fixed wage scale for | 
Mexicans or | 


. ‘* Manila, Oct. 28. 


United Philippine Artists, Inc., a 
new film company to be managed 
by some Hollywood directors and 
| technicians but with control held by 
| local capital, is going into the Philip-. 
|pines film industry in a big way. 
| Corporation is capitalized at $875,000, 
| with $175,000 already subscribed. 

Frank J. Courtney, a company 
vice-president, claims that UPA will 
import film experts from the U. S. 
to head the company’s principal de- 
partments until Filipino technicians 
are trained in handling modern film 
equipment. 

Company’s new studio would be 
erected at a cost of $650,000. Be- 
sides producing native films, facili- 
ties will be rented out to others 
with the hope that this will swell 
the company revenue. 

UPA has the following executives 
from Hollywood already under con- 
| tract: Sidney Salkow, vet director, 
who's to handle story, direction and 
| production; Clyde de Vinna, Metro 
technical man, who will be on cam- 
era, lighting and electrical setup; 
Claude Baldridge, to be in charge 
| of laboratory work; George Ramsey, 
who will direct all recording and 
dubbing work; and Bert Salmon, 
who will handle film editing. 

Filipino directors and actors who 


will be on the staff are Dr. Gerardo 
de Leion, Bert Avellana, Luis Sal- 
| vador, Leopoldo Salcedo, Dr. Gre- 
gorio Fernandez, Manuel Conde, 


| Paquito Bolero, Jose Nepomuceno 
and Rogelio de la Rosa. 
Corporation has many prominent 
Manila residents as officers and di- 
These include Judge Ma- 
merto Roxas, brother of President 
Manuel Roxas, chairman of board; 
| Marcial P. Lichauco, vice-chairman; 
{Herman Yaras, president; Salkow, 
vice-president in charge of produc- 
tion; Romeo Villonco, treasurer, and 
Pacita de los Reyes, widely known 
in Manila society circles, director. 


Dutch Backlog 
Eases U.S, Pix Out 


The Hague, Oct. 25. 

With playing time for U. S. films 
restricjfed to 28 weeks in the year, 
and an abundance of American prod- 
uct available from the Motion Pic- 
ture Export Assn., exhibs are holding 
over only the top b.o. pix. Many films 
which ordinarily would stay for a 
second week are yanked to book in 
equally worthy pictures in the back- 
log. Notable exceptions are RKO’s 
“Notorious,” Metro’s “A Woman’s 
Face,” 20th’s “House on 92nd St.” 
and Goldwyn’s “Wuthering Heights,” 
all of which have chalked up hold- 
overs. 

Balance of the year is devoted to 
European product. Best of the con- 
tinental films to date is the French- 
made “Les Enfants du Paradis” 
(“Children of Paradise’), held over 
for the 3lst week at the Alhambra. 
|Rank’s “Odd Man Out” was 2 b.o. 
click as well as the Dutch documen- 
tary, “Whale in Sight,” based upon 
exploits of the first Dutch whaling 
expedition to the Antarctic. Film 
was produced by a local newsreel 
firm, Polygoon-Profilti. 


MEX COS. SET UP PROD., 
EXHIB DEAL WITH SPAIN 


- Mexico City, Oct. 28. 

Three Mexican companies. will 
soon begin producing films in Span- 
ish studios under an agreement 
reached by Guillermo A. Carter, the 
Mexican firms’ representative in 
Madrid, with the Spanish govern- 
ment and industry. 

The agreement also calls for dis- 
tribution in Spain of the companies’ 
Mexican-made films. The firms are 
Clasa Films Mundiales, Filmadora 
Mexicana and Producciones Grovas, 
three of Mexico’s biggest. 

Carter, who has been in Spain for 
| two months, reported to headquar- 
ters here that he had received “all 
kinds of cooperation” from the Span- 
ish government’s Motion - Picture 
Dept. and the National Showmen’s 
Union. Miguel Mesquiriz will be 
permanent representative of the 
three Mexican producers in Spain. 


| rectors. 














Guy Guilbault, of Joliette, Que- 
| bec, nas Deen sworn in as new cen- 
'sor for 16m films in the province of 
| Quebec. 
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Bypassed at TOA’s One-Day Chi Meet 


Chicago, Nov. 11. + 


PICTURES 
Claim Exhib Problem of Local Taxes 





Although scheduled two-day board 
meeting of the newly formed The- 
atre Owners of America lasted only 
one day amid cozy atmosphere of 
sweetness and light, there were 
many members who went away 
mumbling that thorny problems of 
filmhouse operators had been gently 
bypassed. Specifically, they com- 
plained that nothing had been done 
to combat mounting threat of local 
and state taxes. (Chicago passed 3% 
amusement tax last week.) Over 60 


delegates from 35 exhibitor groups | 


attended. 
The board confirmed the commit- 
tee and officer setup temporarily | 


made at Washington in September, 
and approved a resolution that there 
be only one charitable drive for all 
film houses annually, with coin to 


Goldwyn-Brandt Debate 
Pic Product Issue in N.Y. 


Producer Sam Goldwyn and Harry 
Brandt, exhib leader, square off to- 
morrow (Thursday) afternoon over 
the poser of whether current pro- 
duction economies at the studios 
forebode a product pinch; They'll 
spar verbally at an open forum 
whieh Brandt's Independent Theatre 
Owners Assn. is staging at a Hotel 
| Astor luneheorn in New York. Gold- 





| wyn is disputing an [TOA resolution, 
| issued last week, that double-feature 
| houses are being threatened by a 
| scarcity of pin. 

Reduction of A’s will spell “busi- 
ness suicide” for thousands of dual- 
bill theatres, Brandt told VARIETY. 
| Announcements by the companies 


1 


be divided among all national or-| that they meant to cut the costs on 


ganizations. Red Cross and several 
other groups have opposed such a 
plan, but exhibs maintain that pub- 


| films can only result in the curtail- 
iment of the number of heavy~budget 
| films, he said. With the public now 


lie is tired of forking out coin and | indoctrinated to expect two picture 
that theatre grosses suffer from fre-| bills headed by a costly film, the 


quency of campaigns. 
Ted Gamble, TOA prexy, revealed 
discussions with Harold Knutson 


| studios can’t turn back to big-scale 
|fashioning of B's without hitting 
| patronage of the-dualers, according 


(R., Minn.) chairman of the House | to Brandt. 


Ways and 


Means committee, and | 


ITOA topper contends that sur- 


that, while no cut could be made in} veys condiitted by his organization 


the excise tax at the emergency ses- | 
sion, he said Knutson would be fa- than 


vorable to 
20% levy at next regular session of 
Congress. Charles Skouras, treas- 
urer, reporting on a personal na- 
tional survey, said that houses made 
no objections to 10c per seat assess- 
ment to apply as dues or partial 
dues to TOA. 

Left to the discretion of the exec 
committee was the choice of execu- 
tive director and headquarters for 
national office. However, most 
sources indicated that Robert Coyne, 
acting director, would be approved 
for the position and that headquar- 
ters would be in Washington. 

Other subjects discussed and set 
aside for further’ study were 
ASCAP, 16m competition, fimance 
and budget problems, advanced ad- 
missions (‘a touchy subject since 
many board members are also allied 
with film producing companies), dis- 
tr_butor-exhibitor relations, and the 
use of a clearing group for all 
propaganda and educational films. 

The TOA officers and committees 
confirmed are: President, Ted R. 
Gamble: chairman of the board, 
Fred Wehrenberg; first vice-presi- 
dent, Leonard H. Goldenson; general 
ceunsel. Herman M. Levy; secre- 
tary, Morris Loewenstein; treasurer, 
Charles P. Skouras; finance com- 
mittee, Sam Pinanski and J. J. 
O'Leary. 

Regional vice - presidents, Roy 
Cooper, W. F. Crockett, S. H. Fabian, 
Lawrence E. Gordon, Herman Hunt, 
Mack Jackson, Merritt A. Kyser, M. 
A. Lightman, Bob Livingston, Ar- 
thur Lockwood, Harry Lowenstein. 
Martin J. Mullin, R. J. O’Deonnelli., 
Lewen Pizor, E. V. Richards, Jr., 
Homer Strowig. Ben Strozier, Frank 
N. Walker, Mitchell Wolfson, Ed- 
ward Zorn. 

The Board also appointed the fol- 
lowing executive committee: Fred 
Wehrenberg (chairman), S. H. Fa- 


bian, Lewen Pizor, E. V. Richards. | 


Robert W. Coyne, Leonard Golden- 
s0n and Harry Lowenstein. All of- 
ficers serve as ex-officio members. 

The Board also elected the follow- 
ing standing committee on ASCAP: 
Ed Fabian, Dan Michalove, Fred 
Wehrenberg, C. E. Cook, Sol Hy- 
man, Maury Miller, Paul Williams, 
Bob Livingston, Sol Schwartz, Ralph 
Branton, with Elmer Rhoden and 
Roy Cooper as co-chairmen. 


Myron Blank and Fred Kent were 


elected co-chairmen of a standing 


16m cOmmittee. Other members of 


the ecommitiee are: Emanuel Frisch. 
Gil Nathanson, W. W. Griffin, Sid- 
mey Lust, N. L. Carter, 
Wolfson and Arthur Lockwood. 





Dezel’s Reissues 


Mitchell | 


show that there are less pix now 
ever before. He concedes, 


hearings to reduce the | however, there isn’t any real scarcity 


at present. That shapes as a future 
development because “you can’t put 
two B films together to make up a 
bill unless they're both very good.” 


20 KANSAS-MO. EXHIBS 
BOLT TOA FOR ALLIED 


Kansas City, Nov. 11. 


A head-on organizational clash has 
cropped up here between the re- 
cently formed Theatre Owners of 
America and National Allied. Group 
of some 20 indie exhibs has bolted 
the Kansas-Missouri Theatre Assn., 
now affiliated with TOA, and issued 
a call to set up a rival Allied unit. 
They've slated an organization con- 
vention in KC, Dee. 16-17. 

Rump group organized themselves 
during the recent KMTA convention 
which was specifically held to push 
through affiliation with TOA. KMTA 
|} was formerly associated with the 
|} Motion, Picture Theatre Owners of 
Ameriea, one of TOA’s founding 
groups. 

New group, labelled Allied of 
Kansas and Missouri, has aimed a 
barrage at Fred Wehrenberg, TOA 
board chairman and former head of 
MPTOA, charging him with “distor- 
tion of facts.” That's in answer to 
Wehrenberg’s contention that Allied 
was kidding exhibs into the belief 
that it could force through cheaper 
rentals. 

In a series of bulletins which the 
insurgents are circulating among 
KMTA members and other indie 
exhibs they've also launched an at- 
tack against distribs for taking sales- 
men off the road and forcing exhibs 











Continued from page 4 


it was sometimes exorbitant, 
Bennett Cerf. 


chat they should have some estab- 


sale income. 
Dramatists Guild contract which 
gives a play’s producer 40%. 

“How unfairly this system can 
work out,” Cerf said, “is shown in 
John Steinbeck’'s 
Down.” In novel form, it was an 
outstanding success. When the play 


had a limited run and was consid- 
ered a failure. 


Albert Dezel Productions, Inc., of | ducer of the pley received 40% and 


Detroit. 
oldie action serials, released more 
than a decade ago, into a brace of 
full-length features. Condensed epi- 
soders are slated for distribution as 
a dual feature combination. 

Films are “Fighting With Kit Car- 
son.” originally produced by Mascot 
in 1933, and Mascot’s 1932 version of 
“The Last of the Mohicans.” Former 
has been retitled as “Return of Kit 
Carenn ” 


is “The Return of the Mohicans.” 


has converted a pair of , the publisher nothing.” 


With publishing costs so high it is 
almost impossible to make money on 
book sales alone, Cerf has empha- 


income from subsidiary rights, such 
as a film sale. 

Model contract was worked out by 
Donald Klopfer, partner in RH, and 
Robert Linscott, senior editor, with 
Luise Silleox, exec secretary, and 
Christonher LaFarge prez of the 
Authors Guild. 








usually nothing and with new ones 


Random House's 
topper, along with other pubs, felt 


lished right to participate in the film 
They pointed to the 


‘The Moon _ Is 


was produced, considerably later, it 


The picture rights 
fetched $300,000, of which the pro- 


Public Relations 


Continued from page 3 


over their own activities in counter- 
acting the smear accusations of the 
committee, execs came to the con- 
clusion that they could have used 
no different tactics than they did. 
And if the investigation reopens, 
they'll continue on the same tack. 

Next order of business so far as 
public relations go-is counteracting 
the impression being given by the 
current Catholic Church campaign 
aginst 20th-Fox's “Forever Amber” 
that Hollywood “has returned to 
smut”. There's a widespread feeling 
that 20th’s present troubles have 
started the pot boiling.over and the 
entire industry is in for a scolding 
as church and civic censors go to 
work on films. 

Open letter issued last week by 
Abe Myers, boara chairman of Na- 
tional Allied, to Eric Johnston, got 
considerable sympathetic reading in 
the trade. Myers called on the MPA 
prez to come forth with a strong 
public statement that the Production 
Code would be complied with to the 
hilt in the future. 

Although there's always a» large 
segment of the industry in protest 
at rigid administration of the code 
by the Joe Breen office, those in the 
know are familiar with the fact 
ithat only by an occasional rough- 
house by Breen can the industry 
avoid the much tougher and more 
costly censorship of the church and 
local political appointees. 

Great importance attached to the 
public reaction to the Washington 
hearings was 
amount of time given by company 
execs to the review last week. They 
discussed it at sessions on two suc- 
cessive days at Motion Picture Assn. 
headquarters in New York. 


D.C.ers at Huddies 


Up from Washington for all or part 
of the huddles were Paul -V. McNutt, 
special counsel representing the in- 
dustry at the hearings; MPA chief 
Eric Johnston and Johnston’s princi- 
pal aides, Joyce O'Hara, Edward 
Cheyfitz and Kenneth Clark. Com- 
pany heads, incidentally, expressed 
Satisfaction with MecNutt’s activity in 
the probe, the feeling being that the 
sideline function to which he was 
restricted by the committee's ruling 
prevented his taking any more im- 
portant role than he played. 

Main concern,’ however, was over 
| the national reaction that the indus- 
try was defending Communist em- 
ployees. Idea apparently grew out of 
the fact that the “19 unfriendly wit- 
nesses”—a number of whom the 
committee claimed held party cards 
—were lumped in the public mind 
with the “official” segment of the 
industry, as represented by Johnston 
and MeNutt. 

Since the MPA reps were attack- 
ing Thomas’ administration of the 
hearings on pretty much the same 
ground as “the 19” and their counsel, 
it became relatively easy for the 
confusion to grow in the public 
mind. But it was unavoidable under 
the circumstances, the company top- 
pers concluded. 


New Hearings 


Had the hearings continued, they 
feel, the distinction would have be- 
come apparent between the defense 


to buy film from a catalog. Bulletins | of the alleged leftist witnesses and 
urge theatre men to curb the prac- 
tice by refusing to buy pix by mail. 


the industry’s defense of itself from 
an overall smear attack. The con- 
fusion will be erased, think the 
execs, if the hearings are resumed. 
Most of them are of the opinion, 
incidentally, that Thomas will keep 
his promise to reopen the show. 


Thought was expressed that both 
the committee chairman and “the 
19” were ill-advised. Thomas, it was 
opined, could have avoided the in- 
dication of strong-arm tactics, and 
could have let the witnesses “kill 
themselves with talk” by showing 
patience in allowing them to read 
their statements and beat around the 
bush in answering questions before 
demanding a final reply from them. 
Criticism of the unfriendly wit- 
nesses was expressed in that they 
stooped to the same undignified level 
as Thomas in shouting and insisting 
on making statements. 





Hambleton Named U-I 
Production Coordinator 


Hollywood; Nov. 11. 
Newly created post of production 
coordinator on the Universal-Inter- 


sized, so the publisher must get his | national lot goes to John Hambleton. 


who recently functioned in that 
capacity on “Letters From an Un- 
known Woman” for Rampart Pro- 
ductions. 

Hambleton will coordinate set de- 
sign, set dressing, wardrobe, hair 
dressing and wardrobe on all t-% 


pictures. 








evidenced by the} 


Wednesday, November 12, 1947 


MEMPHIS TO COMBAT 
UA’S TEST ON ‘CURLEY’ 


‘ Memphis, Nov, 11. 

The City of Memphis is going to 
fight back in the film industry's bat- 
tle with the local censor board. 

In a motion attacking the suit filed 
by. United Artists and Hal Roach 
against Censor Board Chairman 
Lloyd T. Binford and his associates 
oyer the deletion of a Negro school- 
boy from “Curley,” City Attorney 
Frank Gianotti marshalled a battery 
of special counsel in defense of the 
local film snippers. 

The city’s legal action in chancery 
court asks that the suit to remove 
the ban on “Curley” be dismissed on 
the ground that Chancellor Lois D. 
Bejach has no jurisdiction over Bin- 


Dallas Theatre Owner 
Asks 7506 Damages 
In Conspiracy Suit 


Wilmington, Del., Nov. 11. 

Charging violation of the Sher- 
man anti-trust and Clayton acts and 
seeking treble damages totaling 
$750,000, a suit was filed in U. S, 
district court here last week on be- 
half of Tivoli Realty, Inc., of Dallas, 
against 12 picture producers and 
exhibitors. Defendants in the action 
are Paramount, Loew’s, RKO, WB, 
20th-Fox, Columbia, United Artists, 
Interstate Circuit, Inc., and Texas 
Consolidated Theatres, Inc. 

Tivoli Realty is owner and oper- 
ator of the New Delman theatre, 
Dallas. The bill of complaint alleges 
the plaintiff cannot obtain firstrun 
ford under the law and further con- | Pictures for the New Delman due 
tends that both UA and Roach have | to “unlawful conspiracy by the 
not qualified to do business in Ten- | defendants. 
nessee' within the law as foreign 
corporations and are therefore en- 
titled to no protection because | 
“operating illegally.” 

The motion claims UA and Roach | 
have never actually tried to exhibit 
“Curley” in Memphis and thus are 
not actually being restrained by the 
board. It upholds the right of the 
board to censor without interfer- 
ence and challenges the right of any 
court to hear evidence or screen the 
picture. . 


Arguments are expected to 











———— 


Reynolds-Lavery 


Continued from page 4 cial 


try to the producers to “show us 
your courage.” 

After lambasting what he termed 
the “ineptness and studipity” of the 
House committee personnel and the 
“craven fear” of several of the Hol- 
lywood witnesses, Reynolds express- 
lly took issue to the stance expressed 
be | at the hearings by Sam Wood and 


















heard next Monday (17) or the fol- | Leo McCarey, that the screen should 
lowing Monday (24). 


be used only for entertainment and 
| not for ideas. In late years, he said, 
the sereen has “come of age” via 
|pix with provocative ideas, citing 
|especially Dore Schary’s “Crossfire” 
land Darryl F. Zanuck for “Gentle- 
'man’s Agreement.” 


: for Camel If this trend is to continue, how- 
Several shorts were made ever, then the industry must be 


cigarets, to be sent to South Africa, | safeguarded from all censors, Reyn- 
and a two-reeler was turned out for | ojds declared. If, however, the sereen 








Com’! Films 


Continued from page 9 





Standard Oil of Indiana. Still an-| becomes only another arm of the 
other went to Sherwin-Williams | Federal government, such as oc- 
Paint Co. curred in Russia and in Nazi Ger- 


These films are typical of wide |™any, then the industry will again 


assortment of sponsors for whom be classed with peep shows and 
Hollywood commercial producers |Penny arcades.” Reynolds also de- 
are making pictures. Some produc- Lerhed ae ostrich attitude” taken by 
ers, like Fairbanks, already were | Certain top film execs at the hear- 
established in regular film produc- ings, pointing out that such an at- 
tion, and are combining commercials | titude always “leaves another part 
\with their current programs. Others | the nna —— — 
left regular theatrical production to | _ 4nalyzing the general tenor of the 
enter cammercials. Still others | Washington hearings, Lavery cited 
started up fresh companies ‘with the “venom that existed between the 
| view golely to turning out commer- | ¢*treme right and the extreme left. 
cial films. Industry, he declared,.“must take its 


. stand on objective principles and 
Walter Lantz is one of those com- H t onR euiative Themes 
bining commercials with his regular jsgean tone’ Y - , 


, as against Lester Cole.” Noting that 
film program. Others in this classfi- | committee members had defended 
ee ack —— 4 og = their stand against cross-examination 

: coe: an pat os @SSOUF. | by termi themselves a “grand 
John Sutherland, who formerly cd <2 a = 


made series of cartoons for United ay, ee See Se 6 petites to 


Congress to force all Congressional 
Artists, swung over to full program j A vate lik 
at enmmnaselel. ond . inaiitatanal committees to meet in private like 


n and , or else give wit- 
al any gr jury, gi i 


nesses the right of cross-examination. 
Toppers among companies set up| Lavery declared he'd had more 
exclusively fdr this medium are | fights with Communists inside the 
California Commercial Film Co.,| SWG than “Thomas ever will have in 
All-Seope Pictures, Eddie Albert | Congress.” Since it would be unwise 
Productions, Herb Lamb Produc-/to attempt to dissolve Communisis 
tions and Rocket Productions. under democratic procedure, he rec- 

Coming year doubtless will see |ommended that they be held in their 
many more companies springing | Ow channels. “We can't let the 
Communists try to work another 
finesse with the Democratic party,” 

said. “That always makes the pic- 
ture too fuzzy.” 

Prof. Paul Hayes, head of the New 
York chapter of the Americans for 
Democratic Action and member of 
the Columbia Univ. law school fac- 
‘ulty, voted an “Oscar” to Lavery 
for the best performance of the year 
during the Washington hearings. 





into existence, with additional pro- 
ducers augmenting their programs 
with commercial turnouts. 








‘Contempt’ 


House reconvenes. Martin had 
earlier assumed it was his duty to 
forward the citations. 





ing to hearings. 


torney for the Speaker. 


Another technicality also arose 
which may block presentation of the 
citations to the House. Considerable 
doubt is reported as to whether the 
House committee on un-American 


Activities can legally 


contempt citations 
session. 


his jurisdiction. 


Best estimates of opinion on Capi- 


is that the 
Meuse will eveitiuaiiy upbeid the 


tol Hill, 


meanwhile, 


citations by a 3-1 vote, 


He quoted the 
House laws to newspapermen to the 
effect that “the Speaker shall certify” 
as meaning that such action is “man- 
datory.” He felt, however, that those 
cited should have a chance to be 
heard first and so devoted this morn- 
To be eertain of his 
decision, he announced he would dis- 
cuss the matter further with the at- 


recommend 
except in full 
Since the hearings were 
held by a sub-committee, with ap- 
proval of the full committee for- 
warded later by telephone and tele- 
graph, it’s held that the citations are 
invalid. If they have to go back to 
the full committee ior re-appraisal, 
they may be held up anyway until 
next week when the House recon- 
venes and so Martin will have lost 


Also present were Quincy Howe, 
Bella Spewack, Laura Z. Hobson, 
Morris Novick, Hector Chevigny and 
several other show biz personalities. 


Col. Bankrolled 


Continued from page 3 
features delivered by the outsiders. 
Only two of the 13 big films under 
way last year this time were off-the- 
lot projects. 

Col’s gross income for the year, 
ended June 30, was $48,832,201 from 
which the company derived its 
$3,706,541 profit. It paid $2,100,000 
in Federal taxes and earned $5.33 
per share on common and $51.65 on 
preferred. Dividends totalled $622,- 
782 im cash at $1 per share and 
$379,749 in stock bonuses. 

Working capital reached $34,123,350 
of which $21,188,099 was inventory. 
Cash holdings declined from $7,655,- 
888 to $5,300,731. Last year’s work- 
ing capital total was $32,776,374 so 
that actual assets climbed a shade. 

During the fiscal stretch, Colum- 
bia bought in 2,535 shares of $4.25 
cumulative preferred stock from 
holders. Transaction cost the com- 
pany $211,149. 
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UA’s RKO Dicker Having Flivved, 


- = +. ~ » 
Distrib Is li g W of loeal papers to accept advertis- 
ing. As a result, attendance has 


With complete fizz of the United 





Artists deal to buy a quartet of films 
from RKO, UA execs have renewed 
their efforts to line up additional 
indie product to be made for the 
company’s release. A new pact, 
which approached the signing stage 
this week, will make eight films for 





which the distrib has recently 
arranged. 
New deal is with W. R. Frank, 


Minneapolis exhib, for production of 


“Dan Patch.” Pie concerns the fa- 
mous trotting horse of that name. 
Partnered with Frank will be John 


Taintor Foote, Hollywood writer. It’s | 
a one-picture arrangement at UA’s | 
new standard 27%‘ distribution 
fee. Film is budgeted at about 
$1,000,000. 

At least one of the other flicks 
for which UA has recently con- 
tracted is still in the dubious stage. 
That’s the Lou Goldberg-Jack Peg- 
ler production of an Al Capone biog 
by Westbrook Pegler, Jack’s brother. 
Goldberg is the formef business 
agent for the late Major Bowes. | 
Production Code Administration has 


steadfastly refused to ‘approve 
Capone stories. 
Another deal which was okayed | 


by the UA board at its last meeting 
has not been inked yet, and there’s 
a pozsibility it may fall through, al-. | 
though there’s been no official indi- | 
cation. It’s with Robert Hakim for a 


Technicolor production of “Mayer- 
ling,” staring Joan Fontaine. Budget | 


was to be $2,500,000. UA was to | 
have participated in financing, but | 
has arranged nothing along this line 
as yet;-which may be the stumbling ! 
block im the deal. 


Geldberg-Nasser’s Deals | such action en that basis. If Miss |versy. In  Beston, paradoxically, 
Believed okay is the contract of , Pickford is suceessful in making |“Amber” is more or less in the! 
Jack Goldberg, former maker of , Some sort of acceptable arrange- clear as far as censors are con- 
Negro pictures, to produce three | ment, it’s understood that Chaplin (cerned and im San Antonio, Texas, 


films, the first to start shooting in | 
April, and James Nasser’s agreement | 


Pegler’s Capone Story 
Submitted to Breen 


Hollywood, Nov. I1. 


Westbrook Pegler’s story of the 
life of Al Capone, screenplayed by 
John Moffitt, has been submitted for 


ithe approval of Joseph I. Breen, 
production code administrator. 
Script of the film, designed for 


| United Artists release, was filed by 
|Twoey Productions, as indie outfit |nearby counties, the Cardinal asked | “boy-meets-girl” and to make the sports fans conscious of the film. 
(headed by Lou Goldberg and Jack : 


writer. 

A day before the script was sub- 
mitted, Breen announced he had re- 
cently turned down several 
based on Capone's life. 
declared the story has a 
and asked that judgment be deferred 
until the script has been studied. 
Three films, he said, have already 
been made about the Chicago gang- 
ster—“Little Czesar,” “Public Enemy 


Peger, brother of the Hearst 


Goldberg 


| Number One” aand “Scarface.” 











Mary Pickford 


Continued from page 3 





agent named by the banks to con- 
trol the company. Mentioned at that 
time as possible escrow agent was 


| Joseph. Rosenberg, former exee of 
' . 

Bank of America in -Los Angeles, 
now with Lehman Bros. on’ the 


Coast. 

Miss Pickford’s present scheme is 
apparently a modification of that 
idea, since Chaplin wouldn't go for 


will come east to cement the deal. 
Banks involved in Miss Pickford’s 


| 
yarns 


“message” | 











‘Amber’ 


Centinued from page 4 sae" 





fallen off sharply. Mayor. John 
Ahern is said ta have requested 
cancellation of the pic but the WB 
manager told him there was a con- 
tract. Station WTRY also stopped 
spot announcements on the third 
day of the six-day run. 


In Chicago; Samuel Cardinal 
Strich approved the action taken 


last week by the <Archdiosesan 





Council of Catholic Women con- 
demning “Amber” now current at 
the State-Lake. In a letter sent to 


all parishes in Chicago, plus six 
| that Catholics follow 
ithe ACCW. Pic, 

$70,000 the first 
| $60,000 the second 
In Pittsburgh, 


however, 
week and 

week. 
where 


about 


“Amber” 


| opens next week, no official word 
from the clergy has been received | 
on their attitude towards the pic. | 
In nearby town of Braddock, how- | 
ever, the pastors of nine Catholic | 
churches posted a bam» on the pic. | 
In Fort Wayne, Indiana, a united 

|front of women’s clubs, Parent- 

, Teachers” Assn., and Catholics 


petitioned the Palace theatre to ban 


the film but it opened as scheduled | 


last Thursday (6). Paramount’s 
| Great States house, the Madison, in 
Peoria, was also faced with a 
Catholic boycott if they open as 
scheduled today (Wednesday) with 
the pic. 

On the bright side for 20th-Fox, 
| Mayor Charles F. Neider, of Geneva, 
iN. Y., wo before election threatened 
to use his authority te ban local 
\showing of “Amber” was defeated 
at the polls by a large margin. 
| Castner E. Rapalee, election winner, 
i has taken ne stand on the contro- 


} 
,as a result of a report of several 


| prominent citizens and members of | 


to produce “My Dear Secretary,” plans are the First National of Bos-.| the police vice squad, no action will 
starring William Powell. These two | ton, Bankers Trust (N. Y.), Security- | be taken against the film. 


deals were also approved by the | 
board at. its last meeting. 


First National (Los Angeles) and the | 
Frank's | Bank: of America in California. It’s | by 


Word of the banning of “Amber” 
Cardinal Speliman_ reached 


“Dan Patch” contract is expected to | understood possible that if an ar- | Buffalo too late for interference 


get the board’s nod at its next ses- 


sion. | 


| rangement were made, Serge Seme- 


nenko’s First National of Boston 


| with the first run showing of the 
| film. However, local Legion stated 


An eighth picture is slated to start | would operate the loan for the other la bulletin was being sent to pastors 
shooting Dec. 12. It will be. made by | banks. 


Sam Bischoff on an extension of the 


pact under which he recently deliv- | 


ered “Intrigue.” Picture is “The 
psychological thriller by Jay Dratier. 

Final. break on the UA-RKO deal 
came last, week with inability of 
prez Grad Sears and exee v.p. 
Arthur W. Kelly to line up the 
$5,000,000 nceded for the 100° lump 
sum payment demanded by RKO. 
Latter announced the four pictures 
UA was to buy will be distributed, 
as originally planned by RKO. First 
of them goes out in December. It’s 
“Out of the Past,” co-starring Robert 
Mitchum and Jane Greer.’ 

' Coerey, Hawks Holéeuts 

While mest -of UA’s. producers 
have ended the revolt whieh caused 
them to refuse to deliver their nega- 
tives a few months ago ‘until the 
company’s internal affairs were 
straightened out, William Cagney 
noc, possibly, Howard Hawks are 
holding out. Cagney announced 
openly on the Coast last week that 
he wouldn't turn over the neg of 
“Time of Your Life.” 


Hawks brought his “Red River” | 


into New York three or four weeks 
#0 and proceeded to screen it in 
the UA projection room for many of 
his friends, but failed to invite any 
UA employces. Scars was the only 
one who saw it. Action was con- 
sidered highly peculiar and there's 
ccnsiderable hard feeling about it. 
UA, fated with a product shortage, 
is in no mood ta let the producers 
out of their pacts. It is said that 
legal action will be taken immedi- 
aiely if-a producer withholding his 
fi'm aitempts to nezotiate with an- 
other company. In the meantime, 


according to UA execs, if he chooses | 


to pay imterest on his production 
loans while his picture sits on a 
shetf, that’s his business. 


Rainer for ‘Concrete’ 
Hollywood, Nev. Il. 

Rod E. Geiger Productions inked 
Luise Rainer to star in “Christ in 
Concrete,” first of two 1948 produc- 
tions. Other is “Galileo.” based on 
Eerthbhold Brecht’s legiter, which 
werld preemed here a few months 
aco end is due for a test date on 
Broadway Dec. 7. 

Geiser wants to borrow Joseph 
Iescy from RKO to direct “Con- 
ercte.” Losey directed “Galileo.” 
currently in N. Y. for experimental 
theatre bow. 


jand schools asking them to protest 


the lead’ of | 
did | 


° ; . 
- Inside Stuff—Pictures 

That “dispute” between producers of “Body and Soul” and the Boxing 
Managers Guild, which got the Enterprise picture a load of space on the 
sports pages, was the brainstorm of Cass Adams, former N. Y. Herald 
Tribune and INS sports columnist. Adams, now a p.a. for United Artists, 
which is distributing the picture, is a pal of Charles Johnston, prez of the 
Boxing Managers Guild, and ran the campaign via a pile of BMG sta- 
tionery in his drawer at UA. When Johnston got “real tough” and de- 
manded withdrawal of the film, Adams turned his hat around and 
knocked out a quick letter of defense in the name of UA prez Grad Sears. 

Actually Johnston has been down in Caracas, Venezuela, with one of 
his fighters for more than a month. Much less knowing about the “cam- 
paign” the UA flack was carrying on in his behalf, he has never even seen 
| the. picture. All the wire services and virtually all papers throughout 
| the country gave space to the “controversy,” although all the New York 
| newspapermen and columnists who were giving it a ride knew ful] well 
| after the first few days that it was a phony. 
Aim of the scheme was to eliminate the idea that “Body” is an ordinary 





| 
Metro's “Green Dolphin Street,’ now winding its fourth at the Broad- 
| way Criterion, looks to be the year’s biggest grosser at that house. Film 
| did a boxoffice take in the first 26 days of $165,000, which is more than 
$10,000 over the gross racked up by “Gone With the Wind,” previous hich 
for this year. Universal's “Brute Force” (Mark Hellinger) ranks third, 
pulling some $150,000 in a similar period. 

“Dolphin” was greeted with only passable reviews when it first opened 
| on Broadway. Standout biz, consequently, is attributed Mostly to strong 
word-of-mouth and the sock ad-publicity campaign given the picture. Film 
opened yesterday (Tuesday) at Loew's theatres in six other key cities and 
goes into spotted pre-release bookjngs in other situations Thanksgiving 
Day. , 

Metro sales veepee William F. Rodgers has already ruled against upping 
admission prices for “Dolphin.” No bookings are to be accepted for the 
first several months, however, unless they guarantee at least one week's 
playing time. Film is being sold on Metro's usual sliding scale percentave 
arrangements. 


t 


| Skirting possible legal entanglements, Universal toppers are currently 
| discussing a change of title for “Mortal Coils,” adaptation of an Aldous 
Huxley yarn, which is now nearing completion at the studios. Picture is a 
filmization of a short story, “The Giaconda Smile,” which is one of a 
number of briefies included in a Huxley volume bearing the overall title, 
“Mortal Coils.” 

|} Question arose whether U could employ the-book’s label for the pic as 
| originally planned. With Huxley suggesting a new title, “Sleep No More,” 
the studio will probably release the film under that tag, company officials 
| say. 


The profligacy of any of tht Hollywood directors is purportedly as noth- 
ing compared to the antics of Marcel Carnet, director of “Les Enfants du 
Paradis” and other pix. He’s currently the most colorful director. in 
France and his demands are legendary. For example, he ordered the 
re-do of a period set of chairs just because they. weren't in authentic 
Abusson covering. Then there’s the case of the gold Dunhill cigaret 
| lighters, which weren't sufliciently fancy and properly reamed, necessi- 
| tating dispatching a prop boy from France to London, to fetch them, and 
| further delaying production. 





Typical of the sharp cutbacks in advertising outlays for major films is 
fact that 20th-Fox only spent $47.000 apiece for “Forever Amber” and 
“Captain From Castille” in their national mag campaigns. Before the 
|} economy wave set in, films of this stature rated budgets totaling around 


is known, does not contemplate a 


} change in the present management 
Pitfall,” starring Dick Powell. It’s a | 


of Grad Sears as prexy or Kelly as 
exec V.p. 

Kelly said yesterday that the play- 
ing time UA pix are now getting on 
the Gaumont-British circuit in Eng- 
land—after an eight-month refusal 
by the Rank chain to book the prod- 
uct—has edsed bank financing for 
producers. This is making it pos- 
sible for a number of the indies to 
liquidate outstanding loans to the 
extent they now have enough equity 
to borrow coin for further pictures. 


Present British ad valorem tax 
and the prospect, even when the 
levy is removed, that only part of 
English rentals will be remitted, 
Kelly said, will affect loans only to 
the extent that pix must be made on 
budgets that will permit profits in 
the U. S. market alone. 


,at Shea’s Hipp, however, was 
|marked by block-long queues—the 
longest seen here within memory. 

Cincinnati exhibs protested a 
suggestion last week by Archbishop 
John T. McNicholas that Catholics 
in his diocese stay away from ‘all 
motion pictures for 10 days in-dem- 
onstration against films considered 
immoral by the church. Boycott 
was occasioned by the showing 
locally of “Amber.” - 


| Tom Connors. 


Centinued from page 3 
can wangle an okay from his erst- 
while @mployer. He asked for a set- 
tlement of his five-year advisory ca- 
pacity contract with 20th once before 
but it was nixed. Under the terms 
of that pact, Connors réceives $1,000 
weekly with payments starting last 























| Upped Prices 


Centinued frem page 5 


mounters for “Unconquered,” for in- 
stance, aims at booking the De Mille 
spectacular at upped scales in any- 
where from 200-400 situations. When 
that’s done, Par will pull the film for 
ia reasonable rest before starting it 
over again. That stretch probably 
won't exceed three months. 
“Unconquered” will replay -in 
some instances in the same houses 
that booked it originally—at the 
lower price. 
houses were used for the upped 
: Seale, itll move into the A house in 
the particular situation. 
| Warners will do the same thing. 
| “Father,” currently making the 
| rounds at the higher nick, will only 
| play first-runs at that scale. When 
| the pic has played in all big situa- 
‘tions in the first-runs, WB will 
shelve the film for 
then head it for the exchanges at 
regular scales. 





Present indications are, however, 
that 20th-Fex won't follow the same 
paitern for “Forever Amber” and 
“Captain from Castile.” Andrew W. 
Smith, Jr., 20th’s sales chief, has de- 


nied reports that thé company is 


planning limited upped admissions 
for the due. He's proposing a down- 
the-ime campaign with no reguiar 
price screenings for 1948 at least. 


Elsewhere. when B 


a breather and | 


September. 

Joining EL will depend on whether 
20th new greenlights a seitlement. 
Benjamin will consult with Arthur 
Krim, EL prexy, and Bryan Foy, vee- 
pee in charge of production. 
nors has 


ert R. Young, EL’s controlling stock- 
holder 





CHAIN ON FALSE % RAP 


Chicago, Nov. 11. 

Major film distributors filed suit 
in Chi federal district court last 
week against the Alger theatre cir- 
cuit, LaSalle, Ill, for alleged false 
returns on percentage picts for 
| period from 1941 until now. Distribs 
| charged that E. E. Alger. Howard 
R. Alger, William R. Alger and four 
separate corporations reported false 
|figures. and ask award of correct 
| monies plus punitive damages. 
Plaintiff majors are Warners, 20th- 
| Fox, Paramount, _Loew’s, RKO, 
| United Artists, Columbia and Uni- 
| versal-International. 

Incidentally, Paramount dropped 
| percentage pic suit against the An- 
derson theatre circuit, Morris, I1., 








centage films from majer distribu- 
jters. Of the original plaintiffs all 
have settled or dropped charges 
jnow except Columbia. 


Con- 
been dickering in New | 
York with both Benjamin and Rob- | 


MAJOR FIRMS SUE ALGER 


last week. Suit alleged that Ander- | 
son had filed false returns pn per- | 


| Exceptionally big coin, $285,000, has already been spent on the national 
|. mag campaign for “Arch of Triumph,” Enterprise production for United 
Artists release. Budget, however, was set before the general retrench- 
ment. 





Drew Pearson, in his syndicated column Monday (10), writes: “Harry 
Warner, 67, ill and retired from picture business, when asked to be chair- 
man of the Friendship Train committee, against doctor’s orders accepted. 
In 48 hours, he ‘felt fine.” Someone told Warner, departure ceremonics 
would take business from the theatres. They reminded him that many 
European governments cracked down on U. S. movies. ‘If there isn't any 
peace in the world, replied Warner, ‘there won't be any theatre business.’ ” 





Motion Picture Assn. is issuing a series of foreign film directories, 
starting with one covering Alexandria and Cairo in Egypt. Book lists 
the theatres, seating capacities, type of equipment, operating companies, 
sources of product and general data on film business in that sector. 





Philip Yordan’s deal with Columbia for the release of “Anna Lucasta” 
calls for that and nothing more. Under the terms of the agreement, 
Yordan will produce the film independently and the studie will bave no 
control or supervision of any kind over the making of the picture version. 





Argosy reported that 14 out of 18 Protestant publications turned down 
advertising for its RKO release. “The Fugitive,” which has a heavy 
Catholic slant. Most of the rejections were-explained by “paper shortaye.” 


_ Friendship Train’s Sendoff 


of supplies that will be added te 
,the train on its cross-country tour. 
Two governors, Warren of Cali- 
fornia and Stainback of Hawaii. 
|Mayor Welsh of Grand Rapids, 
|Mich. Charles Luckman, national 
|food administrator, and numerous 
|civie officials were on hand to con- 
gratulate Harry M. Warner on his 
work in getting the train started. 
































—_————— - 
its transcontinental’ mercy mission. 
More than 100 luminaries, headlined 
by Eddie Cantor, Irving Berlin, 
Mickey Rooney, Red Skelton, Mar- 
garet O’Brien and others, pitched in 
for the parade which traversed the 
full length of Hollywood Boulevard. 
Aboard illuminated floats and /4 
flatears, the stars provided enter- 
_tainment for the passers-by. Cantor 
Dick Dickson served as executive | acted as emcee with Berlin leading 
| coordinator under Warren's super- a choral group im “God Bless 
vision, and Charles P. Skouras func- | America.” : 
tioned as western area coordinator.| In New York, Grover Whalen, 
a | acting for Mayor William O'Dwyer, 
N. ¥Y. Show Biz Ready | mobilized the films, radio, press and 
——_ — Is going all-out in | other industries-over last weekend 
|Support of the Friendship Food | (9) to epare the reception of the 
1 Train, symbol of the U.S. Govern- train oh i arrival next eck. Ata 
ment’s drive to feed the peoples of | special meeting, plans were drawn 
Europe, which ieft Hollywood last | up by Mort Blumenstock, Warne? 
Friday (7), en route to New York! Bros. pub-ad chief: Joseph Lill, 
where it will pull in Nov. 18. The | representing western area chairman 
train, which will hit most key cities | Charles P. Skouras; exhibitor Harry 
on its eastward journey, will pick | Brandt; Charles Seblaifer, 20th-Fox 
up donations of food packages from | pub-ad director; Fred Schwartz of 
the local citizenry. | the Century circuit, and So! 
Under national chairmanship of Schwartz of RKO Theatres. 











Both 


Harry M. Warner. film industry as- press and radio ewes full coop- 


eration in plugging for donations to 
the train, 


| sembled one of its largest turnouts 
jon Friday for the train’s-sendoft on 
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With these star-powered 
current and forthcoming 
major productions 
edy Smash yp" 
[ UJ F’’ 
* VIRGINIA May 
ORAK - CAROLE LANDS 
RO 
proves its 
Entertainment Leadership 
at the box office! 
. 
A [ 
The West's Fighting Glory . rove > filmed on an Unparalleled Scale of Action! q 
Pictur M icent Thrills : eo | is 
THE MAN FROM TEXAS” w.~SC«s NORTHWEST STAMPEDE” : 
pegs | starring JOAN LESLIE - JAMES CRAIG - JACK OAKIE { 
JAMES CRAIG-LYNN BARI-JOHNNIE JOHNSTON in Cinecolor : $ 
with UNA MERKEL = WALLY FORD > HENRY DAVENPGRT « SARA ALLGOOD papaesied by Saturday Evening Past articte, “Wild Horse Round-Up’ f 
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DENVER 


(Continued from page 13) 
day-date with Esquire. Big $18,500. 


Last week, “Wistful Widow” (U) 
and “Key Witness” (Col), big 
$18,000. 

Esquire (Fox) (742; 35-74) — 


“Down to Earth” (Col) and “Bull- 
dog Drummond Strikes Back” (Col), 
also Denver. Fat $3,500. Last week, 
“Other Love” (UA) and “Lone Wolf 


RAIN HURTS PROV. BUT 
‘HAD TO BE’ TALL 216 


Providence, Nov. 11. 
Heavy rain killed part of week- 
end but on the whole there isn’t too 
much to kick about this session. 
Riding high is Loew’s State’s “It Had 
to Be You.” Also neat is Majestic’s 
“Kiss of Death.” Strand’s “Wild 





in London” (Col), fair $2,250. 

Orpheum (RKO) (2,600; 35-74)— 
“Magic Town” (REO) and = “They | 
Were Sisters” (RKO). Fine $16,000. 
Last week, “Desire Me” (M-G) and | 
“Under Tonto Rim” (RKO), good | 
$15,500. 

Paramount (Fox) 
“Ride Pink Horse” (U) and “Philo 
Vance’s~ Mission” (EL), day-date 
with Webber. Good $11,000. Last | 
week, “Other Love” (UA) and} 
“Lone Wolf in London” (Col), good | 
$10,000. 

Rialto (Fox) (878; 35-74)—“Wist- | 
ful Widow” (U) and “Key Witness” 
(Col), after week at Denver, Web- 
ber. Fine $4,500. Last week, “Night- 
mare Alley” (20th) and “Sweet 
Genevieve” (Col) (m.o.), fair $3,500. 

Taber (Fox) -(1,967; 35-74) —“Stel- 
la Dallas” (UA) and “Palmy Days” | 
(UA). €reissues). Good $10,000. Last 
week, “Grapes of Wrath” (20th) and 
“Tobaceo Road” (20th) (reissues), | 
$9,000. 

Webber (Fox) (750; 35-74)—“Ride 
Pink Horse” (U) and “Philo Vance’s 


(2,200; 35-74)— 


Secret Mission” (EL), also Para- | Metropolitan (Snider) (3,100; 65) 
mount. Nice $3,000. Last week, | —‘“New Orleans” (UA) and vaude 
“Wistful Widow” ‘(U) and “Key | headed by Bob Douglas. Not too 
Witness” (Col), big $4,500. strong at $11,000. Last week, “Ram- 





H.0.’s Slough K.C; ‘Alley’ 
Dull $15,000 in 3 Spots 


Kansas City, Nov. 11. 


| holding. 


| Opened today 


| Trail” (WB), about same. 


Harvest” is not too strong but _is 


Estimates * + This Week 
Albee (RKO, (2,200; 44-65)— 





“Magic Town” (RKO) and “Dick 
Tracy Meets Gruesome” (RKO). 
(Tues.). Last week, 
“Fun, Fancy Free” (RKO) and “Web 
of Danger’ (RKO), caught nice 
$14,000 in 6-day holdover. First was 
snappy $23,000. 

Cariton (Fay-Loew) (1,400; 44-65) 
—‘*Hagen Girl” (WB) and “Along 


Oregon Trail” (WB) (2d run), Fair- | 


ish $4,000. Last week, “Each Dawn | 
I Die” and “Bad Men Missouri” | 
(WB) (reissues) (2d wk), same. 
Fay’s (Fay) (1,400; 44-65)—“Gas 
House Kids in Hollywood” (Rep) 
and vaude on stage. Hep $7,000. 
Last week, “On Old Spanish Trail” | 
(Rep) ‘and vaude, $7,500. 
Majestic (Fay) (2,200; 44-65)— 
“Kiss of Death” (20th) and “Don't 
Gamble With Strangers” (Mono). 
Snappy $15,000. Last week, “Hagen 
Girl” (WB) and “Along Oregon 


rod” (UA) and Gary Morton head- 
ing stage show, $12,000. 

State (Loew) (3,200; 44-65)—‘Had 
to Be You” (Col) and “Blondie in 
Dough” (M-G). Nifty $21,000. Last 
week, “This Time for Keeps” (M-G) 
and “Key Witness” (M-G) (2d wk), 
nice $14,500. 





New offerings are in the minority | 
this week with holdovers and reis- 
sues getting heavy play. “Nightmare 
Alley” in the three Fox-Midwest | 
houses looks dull. “Unconquered,” 
in second week at Paramount, still 
is stout: following first week’s smash 
$25,000. “Merton of the Movies” at 
the Midland stays only five days to 


T. Dorsey Tilts “Tide’ 


Strand (Silverman) (2,200; 44-65) 
—‘Wild Harvest” (Par). Second 
week opened Monday (10). First 
stanza was satisfactory $14,000. 





Great $26,000, Indpls. 


Indianapolis, Nov. 11. 
Four out of five bills are prosper- 





give way to an Armistice Day open- 
ing on “Green Dolphin Street.” 
Estimates for This Week 
Esquire (Fox Midwest) (820; 45- 
65)—“Corsican Brothers” (EL) and 
“South Pago Pago” (EL) (reissues). 
Average $5,000. Last week, “Holly- 
wood Barn Dance” (SG) and “Killer 
Dill” (SG), $5,500. 
Kime (Dickinson) 
“Queen’s Necklace” 


(550; 


“Shoe Shine” (indie), $1,500. 


Midland (Loew’s) (3,500; 45-65)— 
“Merton of Movies’ (M-G) and “The 
Women” (M-G) (reissue), in 5 days 
light $10,000. Last week, “Christmas 
Eve” (UA) and “Adventures Don 
Coyote” (UA), $12,000. 

Orpheum (RKO) (1,900; 45-65)— 
“Each Dawn I Die” (WB) and “Bad 
Men of Missouri” (WB) (reissues). 
Moderate $11,000. Last week, “Dark 
Passage” (WB), average $12,000. 

Paramount (Par) (1,900;. 75-$1.20) 
—“Unconquered” (Par) (2d wk). 
Continues nicé at $15,000 and likely 
to hold a third. Last ‘week, smash 
$25,000, : 


Roxy (Durwood) (900; 45-65)— 
“Lost Honeymoon” (EL) and “Philo 
Vance’s Gamble” (EL). Back to 
first-runs here. Average $5,000. 
Last week, “Frankenstein” (U) and 
“Dracula” (U) (reissues) with extra 
midnight shows and heavy bally, 
fine $7,000 

Tower-Uptown-Fairway (Fox Mid- 
west) (2,100, 2,043, 700; 45-65)— 
“Nightmare Alley” (20th). Dull 
$15,000. Last week, “Forever Amber” 
(20th) at $1.20 top slid off to good 
oo but nothing extra at upped 
scale, 





ST. LOUIS 


(Continued from page 12) 

Average $19,000. Last weck, 
“Deep Valley” (WB) and “High 
Tide” (Mono), $16,500. 

Leew’s (Loew) (3,172; 50-75)— 
“Ramrod” (UA) and “New Orleans” 
(UA.) Solid $21,000. Last week, 
“Had to be You” (Col) and “Blondie 
in Dough” (Col) (2d wk) (5 days), 
$14,000. 

Missouri (F&M) (3,500; 75-$1.20) 
—‘Forever Amber” (Z0th) (2d wk). 
Fine $18,000 after big $20,500 initial 
stanza. 

Orpheum (Leew) (2,000; 50-75)— 
“Arizona” (Col) and “Texas” (Col) 
(reissues). Trim $9,000. Last week, 
“Congorilla” (Com) and “Borneo” 
(Com) (reissues), $8,500. 

St. Louis (F&M) (4,000; 50-75)— 
“Nightmare Alley” (20th) and “Ad- 
venture Island” (Par) (3d wk). Neat 
$7,000 after strong $9,500 second ses- 
sion. 

Shubert (Ind) (1,500; 40-60 )—“Jol- 
son Story” (Col) (2d run). Solid 
$6,500. Last week, “Spirit West 


(EL). 


Point” (FC) and “Patient ee | 


(FC), $7,000, : 


65)— | 
(Indie) French | 
film looks average $1,000. Last week, | 


| ing at deluxers here this week. “High 
Tide” is making biggest splash with 





hefty lift from Tommy Dorsey band 

;} on stage at Circle. Both “Walter 
| Mitty” at Indiana and “Song of Love” 
| at Loew's are Over average. 


Estimates for This Week 
Circle (Gamble-Dolle) (2,800; 48- 
|74)—“High Tide” (Mono) with 
Tommy Dorsey orch., others, on 
stage. Great $26,000. Last week, 
“Forever Amber” (20th) (2d wk), 
sturdy $12,000 at 74c-$1.20 scale. 

Indiana (Gamble-Dolle) (3,300; 40- 
60)—‘“Walter Mitty” (RKO). Strong 
$14,000. Last week, “Nightmare 
Alley,” $10,000. 

Keith’s (Gamble-Dolle) (1,300; 40- 
60)—“Rebecca” (UA) and “Daniel 
Boone” (RKO) (reissues). Thin $4,- 
000. Last week, “Green Was Valley” 
(20th) and “Swamp Water” (20th) 


(reissues), $4,500. 

Loew's w’s) (2,450; 40-60)— 
“Song .of e” (M-G) and “Son of 
Rusty” (Col). Nifty $12,000. Last 
week, “Christmas Eve” (UA) and 
“When a Girl’s Beautiful’ (Col), 
$13,000. 

Lyric (Gamble-Dolle) (1,600; 40- 
60)—“Adventure Island” (Par) and 
“Yank in London” (20th). Oke $6,- 
500. Last week, “Spirit West Point” 
(FC) and “Philo Vance Secret Mis- 
sion” (EL), fancy $8,000. 


DETROIT 


(Continued from page 13) 
wk). Still selling well at fine $26,000. 
Last week, sock $39,000. 

(UD) (1,866; 50-60)—“Sea 


Madison 
Wolf” (WB) and “Sea Hawk” (WB) 
(reissues). Droopy $2,000 in 3 days. 

week, “Welcome Stranger” 
(Par), $2,500 in 3 days. 

Michigan (UD) (4,039; 70-95) — 
“Magic Town” (RKO). Fair $20,000. 
Last week, “Golden Earrings” (Par) 
and “Railroaded” (EL) (2d wk), 
passable $15,000. 

Palms (UD) (2,976; 70-95)—“Un- 
suspected” (WB). Okay $16,000. Last 
week, “Deep Valley” (WB) and 
“Love of Rusty” (Col), same. 

United Artists (UD) (1,951; 80- 
$1.20) — “Unconquered” (Par) (2d 
wk). Bangup $30,000. Last week, 
socko $40,000, 


Lupino Wins Duel With WB 


Hollywood, Nov. 11. 

Ida Lupino won a technical de- 
cision over Warners in her demand 
for heavyweight billing in “Escape 
Me Never.” 

Errol Flynn, as the Warner ace, 
‘is naturally accorded top billing but 
| after a threat of legal entangle- 
;ments, Miss Lupino steps up one 
{notch in the credits. Photo finish 
shows’ Flynn leading, with Lupino 
}a@ length behind and Eieanor FParicer, 
originally slated for place, winding 
up in the show position, 














Del Ruth West to Start . 
Babe Ruth Biopic for AA 


Roy del Ruth trained to the Coast 
Sunday (9) after a fortnight east 
visiting Boston and Baltimore to re- 
search on his forthcoming film, “Life 
of Babe Ruth.” Prior to his departure 
he revealed that Jack Carson is ten- 
tatively set for the title role. 

While in New York del Ruth 
huddled with the biopic’s scripter, 
Bob Considine. With Allied Artists 
financing 100%, pic is scheduled to 
roll early in January. Producer’s 
assistant, Joe Kaufman, who pre- 
ceded him east, stays a while longer 
to handle additional preparations on 
the picture of the famed home run 
king. 














20th-Fox 


Continued from page 3 











coming year. Meet winds today | 
(Wednesday) with talks scheduled 
by ad-publicity chief Charley 


Schlaifer; a roundup of shorts for 
the coming year by shorts sales 
manager Peter Levathes, and more 
discussions to be led by Smith. As- 
sistant general sales manager Wil- 
liam C. Gehring is assisting Smith 
in leading the huddles. 

Despite an onslaught of church 
censorship and trouble from civic 
officials -in various cities on “For- 
ever Amber,” 20th-Fox exceeded its 
goal of 3,000 bookings on the film 


British Theatres 


Continued from page 5 


tive source of supply of films to keep 
are being taken to secure an alterna- 
British cinemas open now that the 
American film industry has sus- 
pended shipments to this country. 
And in another inquiry he asks 
whether the Government intends to 
reorganize the making and distribu- 
tion of British films in Britain, and 
whether a decision has been made 
on the appointment of an official 
films controller. Sir Waldron here 
is hinting at rumors that Filippo del 
Giudice, chief of Pilgrim Pictures 
and ex-chief of Two Cities Films, is 
to be appointed Britain’s film czar. 
To Variety Del Giudice said: “It 
is a compliment to be -insulted by 
such people.” As regards allegations 


‘ernment ministers on 
| fiestas,” he replied: “I know all sorts 
of clever people—Socialists, Con- 
servatives and Liberals. I have no 
political opinions. I make pictures— 
pictures that I hope will add to Brit- 
ish national prestige. These stories 
about me are utter nonsense. 

“IT am not an enemy of American 
films. If I were the czar they say 
I am I would let in films like ‘The 
Best Years of Our Lives’ free of all 
tax but there are a lot of others on 
which I would pat a 110% tax.” 











between now and Jan, 1 by 102 play- | 


dates. Another 1,076 bookings have 
already been secured for January, 
Smith announced Monday (10). 

In a report to his. division sales 
chiefs, Smith declared the 417 book- 
ings in the first three weeks of re- 
lease set a new industry record. He 
attributed this to the “cooperation of 
exhibitors” and the straight 50-50 
terms on which “Amber” is being 
sold in all situations. Under these 
terms, Smith said, earnings on ““Am- 
ber” top those netted by exhibs on 
any other roadshow picture ever re- 
leased in proportion to the boxoffice 
gross. 

As a result of the “Amber’ record, 
Smith has set “Captain from Cas- 
tile” to be sold exactly the same 
way—on a 50-50 basis at upped ad- 
mission prices, “Captain,” filmed in 
Technicolor and mostly in Mexico, 
will day-and-date in 250 theatres in 


ithe U.S. and Canada on Christmas’! 


Day, going into general release al- 


York opening has been scheduled for 
the Broadway Rivoli, 

Smith also announced a definite 
policy for reissues to. be released 
during 1948. In addition to getting 
recagjmendations from exhibs, each 
reissue will be tested in several 
representative theatres in various 
parts of the country before prints 
are ordered, If the test runs prove 
unsuccessful, the film will be ditched 
and 20th will try again with another 
oldie. All reissues, Smith said, will 
be given special exploitation han- 
dling by ad-publicity chief Charley 
Schlaifer and his staff. 

_More than 1,000 theatres in key 
cities in the U. S. and Canada, Smith 
announced, have scheduled repeat 
bookings on “Miracle on 34th Street” 
between now and Christmas Day. 
| Smith predicted that every avail- 
able print on the picture will be in 
use during that time. 


Cancels ‘Outlaw’ 


Continued from page 4 


ment, is considered by any large 
group of the public to be offensive.” 

Due to lack of available product, 
the Erlanger shuttered after with- 
drawing “Outlaw.” During the pic’s 
13-day run, the house piled up great 
business with $30,000 for the first 
week and $22,000 for the uncom- 
pleted second. According to the b.o. 
barometer, the Church opposition 
did not make itself felt in any ma- 
terial way. 

Neither is “Amber” feeling any 
depressed business at the Fox. How- 
ever, company execs are frankly 
perturbed by the intensified cam- 
paign being waged by the Holy 
Name societies, Catholic students and 
war veterans. Roving committees 
started combing neighborhood the- 
atres over the weekend warning 
managers against playing any 20th 
pictures. What effect this action is 
having on 20th bookings is, however, 
too early to tell. 








N. C. Drive-in Outfit 
Raleigh, Nov. 11. 
The following certificate of incor- 
poration has been filed with the N. C. 
Secretary of State here: Asheville 
Drive-in Theaire, inc., Asheviiie, to 
operate drive-in theatres. Author- 





ized capital stock $100,000. 


most immediately afterwards. New | 





Eady 


Continued from page 5 


making the trip. Another Eady- 
Allport huddle is slated for later this 
week. 

Meanwhile, a favorable develop- 
ment occurred this week. British 
film industry reps called on. Harold 


Wilson, president of the British 
Board of Trade, and put on the pres- 
sure for a tax slash. Committee was 
headed by J. Arthur Rank and Sir 
Alexander Korda. 

Wilson reportedly was told that 
British production saw no possibility 
of profitable operations unless~ the 
American market could be kept 
open. Understood they made a 
pitch for a settlement which would 
insure wider playing of Anglo pix 
in the U. S. Best grossing British 
| films can only count on 200,000 
pounds ($860,000) from the home 
market, they said, and the profitable 
differential must come mainly from 
the Yanks, 

Against this 200,000 pound British 
return, Wilson was informed, the 











average homemade film now costs 
an average of 300,060 pounds. Pre- 
war average was 200,000 pounds per 
picture. 





HGL 


Continued from page 5 


with current replacement value of 
around $450,000,000. 

Large gains in working capital and 
substantial reductions in outstand- 
ing obligations have put the indus- 


try in a sound financial position, re- 
port points out. Moreover, there’s 
already developed “a greater will- 
ingness to cooperate and do an hon- 
est day’s work on the part of labor 
as well as talent employed in the 
production end.” 

The sharp drop in film common 
stock price quotations has gone a 
long way in discounting unfavorable 
developments, it’s said in the study. 
Nonetheless, there’s a belief that a 
number of the majors will be forced 
to slash dividends some time in ’48. 

H. William Knodel of Edie Co. 
supervised preparation of the study, 


UA FIRST TO NEGOTIATE 





Waiter Gelhorn, professor of law 
at Columbia University, has been 
named the impartial arbitrator in 
the pay rise dispute between United 
Artists and Screen Office & Profes- 
sional Employees Guild. Arbitration, 
which is scheduled to be within 
next several days, will be first in a 
series of eight involving the major 
film companies and white collarite 
union, 

Peter K. Hawley, of the Financial 
Employees Guild, is the arbitrator 
selected by SOPEG while Jesse Lane 
has been chosen by UA. Union is 
demanding 30% or $10 wage hike 
while the company has countered 


with intention to keep current pay 
scales pat. 








that he disports himself with gov- | 
“weekend | 









SOPEG’S PAY. DEMANDS 


SKYSCRAPER STUDIO — 
FOR N.Y. BRUSHED OFF 


Reports that two major film out- 
fits had evidenced interest in plang 
for a new skyscraper film studio to 
be built in New York are denied by 
Judge Edward ©, Maguire, Mayor 
O’Dwyer’s special film coordinator, 
He quoted film officials as point. 
ing out that the six studios currently 
available in N. Y. are being used 
only to 50% of capacity so that 
there’s no need for a new building. 

At the, same time, Maguire re- 
vealed that the services offered to 
film producers by his office may 
soon also be extended to television 
broadcasters. Broadcasters, long 
plagued by the same administrative 
red tape that faced film producers 
until Maguire’s office was formed, 
have requested a central agency be 
established to handle their requests 
for permits to shoot film and do re- 
mote shows’ in different parts of 
the city. Tele delegation to see 
Maguire was headed by Robert F, 
Jamieson of WABD (DuMont, N.Y.). 

Appointment of Maguire recently 
as city commerce commissioner 
means the film coordinator’s office 
will probably be merged with the 
commerce commission. No decision 
has yet been reached on that, though, 
and Maguire meanwhile will con- 
tinue to hold both jobs. 


U’s 3-Reel Westerns Start 
At Eastern Dude Ranch 


Universal's idea of making three- 
reel, 25 minute westerns, filmed in 
toto within commuting distance of 
the New York homeoffice, takes 
form this week. Company starts 
camera work today (Wednesday ) at 
Cimarron, a dude ranch located near 
Peekskill, N. Y., some 35 miles above 
the Bronx line. 

Deal with Cimarron grants the 
ranch’s facilitiés and ponies for a 
two-picture operation. First film’s 
been labelled “Cimarron Gunfire,” 
the second, “Blazing City.” James 
Moore, ass’'t to E. J. McEvoy, U’s 
shorts subject sales chief, will han- 
dle the directing. 

U has latched onto Dick Thomas 
and his cowboy singers to people the 
cast. Company’s dickering for 
Harry Fleer, who plays in chaps in 
“Annie Get Your Gun,” current 
Broadway musical smash. 

Series of six to eight three-reelers 
are slated as an experiment. U’s 
toppers think the briefies may be 
used as substitutes for the second 
half of the program in dual-bill 
houses. 
sales with single-feature - theatres 
where the exhib is on the lookout to 
pad out his program with something 
more than shorts, 


Technicolor Nets 692G 
As 1947 3d Quarter Take 


Technicolor, Inc., this week came 
up with a handsome $692,100 net 
take for its third quarter, ended 
Sept. 30, representing close to a 
150% gain over the $286,000 profits 
for the equivalent period last’ year. 
Ninemonth performance was also far 
ahead of the company’s 1946 score, 
since it’s estimated to be $1,932,000 
against $919,700 in the previous 
semester, 

Third - quarter earnings were 
equivalent to 76c per share, That 
compares with 3ic per share in ‘46. 
Earnings for the nine months is 
computed at $2.11 per share* against 
$1.01 last year, ‘ 


. 

Rocky Mt. Allied 
Continued from page 5 
of the Rocky Mountain group, also 
took its cuts against increased scale 
pictures this week, citing the rela- 
tionship of high admissions to in- 
creased city and state taxation. 
Allied quoted an editorial recently 
printed in the Chicago Sun, describ- 
ing the cry raised by Chi exhibs 
against a propesed 3% city amuse- 
ment tax. “These same exhibitors 
are not saying anything about the 
extra charges they have been mak- 
ing on you themselves,” Allied quoted 
the Sun as saying. “Hollywood 
started after your extra amusement 
pennies long before the Chicago City 
Council, and they didn't give you 
much chance to object.” 

Allied reaction was that 








“every 


distributor, before deciding to de- 
mand increased admission prices aS 
a condition of licensing any picture, 
would read and ponder” the edi- 





torial, 


It’s also planned to drum up — 
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“THE PICTURE i: WEEK” 
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’ Drifty 
' Homesp Arn about a small far- 
, west ' and its fight against 





spotted@#iever is backed up by fine 
| perfafmances of five stars and strong 


Iprodiction Pact that Walter Bren® 
nan, Ruth Warrick, Dean Jagger, 
Charlotte Greenwood and Natalie 
Wood provide solid marquee deco 
ration should bring “Driftwood” ni 
boxoffice . 


Diminutive Miss Wood is the young- 
ster-who won attention as the litt 
refugee in senetow Is Fg 


oFOnG te W] 


























~ Story centers about Miss Wood as 
the orphan girl who's left alone in 
a desert town when her grandfather 
dies. He was the minister in the 
| Enow town. and the precocious miss 

nowledge of the Bible leads her to 
| constantly quote passages from it 
| Adopted informally by a young 
country medico and the town’s drug- 
| Fas in a nearby community, she 












sere ee to creep into the lives of 
many sedate figures in the typical 
village. 

For the most Part J this tale has 
*~ told in a straightforward man- 
it the near-deathbed scenes 
‘en permitted to become 

‘4y. This is too 

Dwan’s cia 

“reenp! - 
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JEROME COWAN e¢ H. B. WARNER ¢ MARGARET HAMILTON 
Original Screen Play by MARY LOOS and RicHaRD save » Directed by ALLAN DWAN 
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Whispering City 
(Continued from page 8) 


mystery and becoming involved in 
a murder plot which seeks to have 
her bumped off. Scripters have clev- 
erly worked in a suicide and an 
innocent husband coming under the 
thumb of an unscrupulous attorney, 
suspected of the old crime by the 
femme newspaper scribe. By doing 
this, the yarn brings this baffled 
male into a series of meetings with 
the gal reporter with the auditors 
led to believe he will take her life 
at any moment. He’s been ordered to 
do this by the lawyer in order to 
save his own neck. 

Fedor Ozep rates a bow for the 
way in which he has built suspense 
in several sequences. George Marton 
does creditably as production chief, 





with the scenic beauties of Canadian 
cities nicely worked into the story 
without slowing it up. Guy Roe does 
well enough in photographing his | 
exteriors but is not so success- 
ful with his closeups, those of Miss | 
Anderson often being far from flat- 
tering. 

Lukas, as the wealthy attorney 
who becomes enmeshed in additional 
murder plottings in an effort to 
cover up his old crime, is superb 
although in an unflattering role. Miss 
Anderson plays the American-born 
police reporter with the minimum 
of implausible moments, being espe- 
cially effective in the episodes where 
her life is in jeopardy. She provides 
the slight rqmantic angle with 
Dantine as the vis-a-vis. 

He’s the pianist- composer who 
comes under the evil influence of 
Lukas until his affair with Miss An- 
derson adjusts him mentally. His 
interpretation is solid. John Pratt 
makes an okay editor but Joy La- 
Fleur overdoes the neurotic wife. 

Wear. 


Lueia di Lammermoor 
(ITALIAN-MADE) 


Grandi Film Distributors release of Opera 
Film Co. (Mario Trombetti) production. 
Stars Nelly Corradi, Italo Tajo. Directed 
by Piero Ballerini. Music, Gaetano Doni- 
zetti; libretto, Salvatore Cammarano, based 
on Sir Walter Scott novel; adapted by Bal- 


lerini and Pier Giuseppe Franct; camera, 
Mario Albertelli; editor, Virginia Genesi Cu- 
faro; English titles, Walter Klee. At Cin- 
ema D.inte, N. ¥., Oct. 31, ’47.. Running™ 
time, 108 MINS, 

MCN 6... 5 « shingeen 4k8 300 60smRO re Nelly Corradi 
Bi0eG.. AGO. brig dead oss ctaceeess Afro Poli 
er Maga? . .tiicecrrcecsed Mario Filippeschi 
Lord Bucklaw...-ccccscesss Aldo Ferracuti 
Raymond Bidebent............... Italo Tajo 
POEs 6.5 06s comb iwihe vewn<eed Loretta di Lelio 
RE Pe ee ee eee Adelio Zagonara 


Orchestra and chorus of Rome Opera Co. 





(In Italian; English Titles) 

Recent opera film imports have 
been of several categories. One 
type dramatizes the story on which 
an opera had been built, using the 
opera’s music only incidentally (as 
in “Carmen”). Another tells a story 
with an opera used as background in 
flashback (as in “Elixir of Love”), 
and some of the opera’s chief arias 
brought in. A third (as in the case 
of “The Barber of Seville” and the 
current “Lucia di Lammermoor”) 
is a literal translation of the opera 
to the screen, with characters sing- 
ing their roles as on stage, and the 
music continuing throughout as th 
main ingredient. “. 

“Lucia,” being a literal lensing, 
has all the drawbacks of such a 
treatment. It’s static and _ stilted. 
There is no spoken dialog or recita- 
tive, and to make matters worse, the 
English titles are in stiff and un- 
natural verse. Actionless story and 
old-fashioned treatment make film 
curiously corny and slow, so that 
though the beautiful Donizetti music 
is appealing, film can be of only 

ited draw. . 

Direction is also pretty stodgy, the 
camera trying vainly to prove inter- 
esting while a long aria is in prog- 
ress, and failing: because of its un- 
imaginative lensing of a fountain, a 
garden, a lake as alternative to the 
singer’s countenance. Principals are 
singers, rather than actors, and per- 
form woodenly, in the true tradition 
of grand opera. Dubbing, too, is 
unsatisfactory, it being apparent that 
voices were recorded at another 
ime, and not too faithfully dubbed 


Story is the familiar one of the 
Scotch lady who is loved by a mem- 

r of a rival clan, enemy of her 
brother, and the tragedy that en- 
sues. Singing is good, both in princi- 
pes and chorus, while recording too 

quite satisfactory. Nelly Corradi 
is a physically attractive Lucia, with 
an appealing lyric soprano. Afro 
Poli, as Lord Ashton, and Mario 
Filippeschi, as Sir Edgar, are quite 
wooden. Itaio Tajo is distinctive as 
Raymond. Bron. 


Comin’ Thro’ the Rye 
(BRITISH-MADE) 
London, Oct. 30. 


Advance Films production ‘and release of 
documentary, biographical film of Robert 
Burns. 





Directed by Walter Cc. Mycroft. 
Screenplay, Gilbert McAllister, M.P. Cam- 
@ra, Cedric Williams; editer, Robert Hill. 


At House of Commons, Oct. 29, °47. 


- ; r Run- 
Tine time, 5S MENS, 








}and old-fashioned. 


| him, 


under ideal conditions, this story of 
Robert Burns’ life has little to offer 
the commercial theatre, It is un- 
believably amateurish and, with the 
exception of the singing, it is little 
better than the old lanternslide 
lecture. 

The first time the screen has done 
a biog of this sort of poet's life and 
loves, it is mainly silent footage 
with continuous commentary, Com- 
pletely devoid of action, the pictures 
“illustrate” in an almost childish 
way the narrator’s words. For ex- 
ample when the song “My Love Is 
Like a Red Red Rose” is sung, pic- 
tures of roses are spattered all over 
the screen. Trefor Jones is outstand- 
ing among the singers and is respon- 
sible for five of the 19 songs. 

It may have some appeal to the 
numerous Burns Societies but aver- 
age audiences will find it tedious 
If Bing Crosby 
still plans to do a story of Robert 
Burns, this should in no way deter 
Cane. 


Ghosts of Berkeley Sq. 
(BRITISH-MADE) 
London, Oct. 30. 


Pathe Pictures’ release of British Na- 
tional production. Stars Robert Morley, 
Felix Ayimer; features Yvonne Arnand, 
Claude Hulbert. Directed by Vernon 
Sewell. Screenplay by James Seymour 
from novel by Caryl Brahms, 8S. J. Simons; 
music, Hans May; camera, Ernest Palmer, 


Moray Grant. At Studio One. Running 
time, 85 MINS, 

General Burlap..........-- Robert Morley 
Colonel Kelsoe..........+-+> Felix Aylmer 
BEEN si cise vets Ce eeteseees Yvonne Arnaud 
King’s Equerry.....-.«.. Robert Beaumont 
Merryweather.........+....-Claude Hulbert 
Y, SPeerrrererper yi ia, Ronald Frankau 
tN PPPTRTELIT TT ee Madge Brindley 
DAGREIB. «00 ccccesccevibesecéesss Marie Lohr 
Lady Mary... .ccssscscsccses Martita Hunt 
Pe PT CeO OTE) 
Disraeli...........+-+.--.-Abraham Sofaer 
General Bristow.......... A. E. Matthews 
eee Ernest Thesiger 
a” James Hayter 
COOTMGE . 06s Kovecteeeses Gerald Kempinsky 
Pe er ey ee Edward Lexy 
Mortimer Digby.............- John Longden 





Original novel, “No Nightingales,” 
on which this is based, was a joke 
that could be taken in small doses. 
A chapter or two and one could put 
the book down. But this elaborate 
screen joke has to be taken in one, 
and obviously it won’t suit every 
person. Not for America. 

It’s a story about a couple of pals 
in the days of Queen Anne. They 
are General Burlap and Colonel 
Kelsoe. They. dislike Marlborough 
and the way he’s running the war 
and plot to trap him in Berkeley 
Sq.iare. Testing the booby trap, 
they are killed. The Queen, incensed 
at their behavior, has them ar- 
raigned before a celestial court- 
martial whose verdict is that Burlap 
and Kelsoe must haunt the house 


runtil royalty visits it. 


What might have been a short 
remp is extended into a long series 
of gags. There is straining to point 
parallels to the modern way of life, 
but what must have seemed funny 
in the conference room hardly raises 
a smile in the theatre. And the 
camera tricks, good as they may be, 
lose by repetition. 

Robert Morley and Felix Aylmer, 
both first-rate character actors, had 
,a tough assignment as the ghosts. 
Story that converts them into hu- 
mans when they desire is likely to 
mystify audiences. Yvonne Arnaud 
is given little to do as the French 
countess but does it well. Direction 
and camera work are good and the 
a by Hans May is eerily appro- 
priate. 


priate. Cane. 
The White Unicorn 
(BRITISH-MADE) 
London, Oct. 30. 


General Film Distributors’ 
Arthur Rank-John 
Stars Margaret . lan Hunter, 
Dennis Price, Joan Greenwood. Directed 
by Bernard Knowles. Screenplay, Robert 
Westerby, A. R. Rawlinson, Moie Charles 
from novel by Flora Sandstrom; camera, 
Reginald H. Wyer; editor, Robert Johnson. 
At Odeon. Running time, 97 MINS, 

DUE 660 a cote dee 4 Oe08 Margaret Lockwood 
EMBUGs cvicins co sveccesesseccs Joan Greenwood 
PRUBD. oc kcbetcccvcccesescocccess Ian Hunter 
Richard. ..ccccccccccccccsccess Dennis Price 


nash ss ONDER ST OS hid Bored aud Eileen Peel 
mn! LEO ERETE Oecd evcceccrces Guy Middleton 
Miss Cater.......... Seccces Catherine Lacey 
PG Sandon e ceed egeoceso deed Paul Dupuis 
BERGE Watets. ccccsccccccssdcsacs Joan Rees 
Mrs. Madden.............. Elizabeth Maude 
Charlies Madden.............. Stewart Rome 
Sir Humphrey Webster.......Noel Howlett 
SES Margaret Julia Lockwood 
BRAGA. ona cndvdvvocssiecsces Valentine Dyall 
BORN es 0 dG ce cb one cdase Mabel Constanduros 





Following a “Love Conquers All” 
formula, this romantic melodrama 
will have rough handling by the 
highbrows, but should prove a box- 
office winner. Story is on hokey 
side but a tearjerker, and with Mar- 
garet Lockwood and Joan Green- 
wood in the two leads, it might do 
well in U. S. 

Miss Lockwood is the well-to-do 
woman disappointed in marriage and 
robbed by death of her real love. 
Miss Greenwood is Lottie, an unwed 
mother who has learned the hard 
way about men and love. Former is 
warden of a home for delinquent 
girls to which she has been remand- 
ed pending her trial for attempting 
to kill her own baby. In trying to 
bring comfort to the derelict girl, 
the two exchange life stories via 
flashbacks. These are fairly well 
knit together. 





Robert Burns........... Terence Alexander 
Jean AMO si5s én0008 te’ Patricia Burleigh 
Clarinda rer ee Beryl Bowen 
Highland Mary. Olivia Barley 
Handsome Nell..........<+.2. Sylvia Abbott 

Previewed in the improvised cin- 
ema of a committee room in the 


House of Commons (scenarist Gil- 
bert McAllister is a member of 
Peete) Bie. BS dene tee cee 
a Me semesseaese ss b88AD 26521, Wad 11UL SECT 
to best advantage, particularly in 
the matter of sound. But even seen 


Substuff yarn can hardly fail to 
; wind up a potent mixture of ham 
'and hokum for women, and an ob- 
vious tearjerker. Both women play 


| wi'h aii tne stops out, and perhaps | 


| Miss Greenwood has a silght advan- 
| tage because of the nature of her 


role. But the camera flatters neither 
of them. Particularly it is unkind to 
Miss Lockwood in many sequences. 
Nor could Hunter be too happy over 
closeups made of him. 

Dennis Price is good as the lover, 
and Guy Middleton meanders pleas- 
antly about as a ood-hearted 
bour '-r. Without being outstanding, 
the ‘:.inor characters are well 
ple,ed. Miss Lockwood’s own 
daughter, Margaret Julia, appears as 
her daughter in this. Cane, 


End of the River 
(BRITISH-MADE) 
London, Oct. 30. 


General Film Distrib. release of J, Arthur 
Rank-Archers (Michael Powell-Emeric 
Pressburger) production. Stars Sabu, Bibi 
Ferreira; features Esmond Knight, Robert 
Douglas, Raymond Lovell. Directed by 
Derek Twist. Screenplay by Wolfgang Wil- 
helm from novel by Desmond Holdridge; 


camera, Christopher G. Challis; music by 
Lambert WilHamson. At Odeon. Running 
time, 83 MINS, 

BaMOOl .ccccccceseresesvescesctrscoses Sabu 
TOTO... ccccvccscccencevesss Bibi Ferreira 
DaRtos. ..ccccccccseceeosses Esmond Knight 
COonceicad,...sccccsereees Antoinette .Cellier 
JONES... ccvcvcvccscceceseses Robert Douglas 
TLASDOR .. ccccccvccccccceveses Torin Thatcher 
Harrigan..... sovcetecesuaes Orlando Martins 
Porpino.......sccccsccceces Raymond Lovell 
Dona Serafina.....+-++««: Nicolette Bernard 
GEE nc or covepeccseaepeunas James Hayter 
Defending Counsel........ Maurice Denham 
Maria GonsalveB.....eseeese-+- Eva Hudson 
IvPMOVON. 2... cece ee eee ee eenees Alan Wheatley 
Raphael... ...ccccccscsceses Charlies Hawtrey 
Feliciano. ........+.e+eee0+-..-Nino Rossini 
Ship’s Officer.......++ee0+--- Basil Appleby 
Be bc nocecnsecces Vetunad Dennis Arundell 





Judged by usual standards, this pic- 
ture, with Brazil lecale, has little 
te offer at the boxoffice. Nor does 
it rate for its artistry. It does not 
even measure up to previous efforts 
of Michael Powell and Emeric 
Pressburger. Sabu and Bibi Fer- 
reira, latter publicized as the “First 
Lady of the Brazilian theatre,’ won't 
draw many customers. It will be 
very tough to sell in the U. S. 
Original story idea becomes hope- 
lessly entangled, with the 60% shot 
on location difficult to justify. ~ 

Sabu plays Mancel, a young Are- 

kuna Indian, on trial for murder in 
Brazil. Terrified, he refuses to speak 
to his lawyer and only murmurs 
“Kanaima” and “Mister.” Obviously 
this cries for flashbacks. and the 
film gets them. Sabu’s family had 
been wronged by “Mister,” a local 
chief. The boy was declared “Ka- 
naima,” an outlaw. He falls foul 
of a trade that sends him to a slow 
but certain death. Later he becomes 
involved in a political plot, with the 
staying of the mulatto in some way 
purging his soul. 
There’s little in the way this story 
unfolds to touch any emotion, and 
the acting by the stars calls for 
little comment. On her showing in 
this, her first picture, Miss Ferreira 
looks small addition to screenplayer 
ranks. 

Minor parts are well played, par- 
ticularly since getting little help 
from the script. For Derek Twist, 
directing his first feature, it was a 
tough assignment. Cane. 


Return of the Lash 


Eagle Lion release of Jerry Thomas pro- 
duction. Stars ‘‘Lash’’ La Rue, Al ‘‘Fuzzy’’ 
St. John; features Mary Maynard, Brad 
Slaven, George Chesebro. Directed by Ray 
Taylor. Original screenplay, Joseph 0’ Don- 
nell; camera, Ernest Miller; editor, Hugh 
Winn. Previewed N. Y., Oct. 31, 47. Run- 
ning time, 61 MINS. 

eencceteos ecceesese Lash” La Rue 





Al “Fuzzy”’ St. John 

oscadeesaests Mary Maynard 

GEAR. . ccvecccccedeseuis bieced es Brad Slaven 
7 Ree ovovsecesseeds George Chesebro 
eesescece ee eecesesesceess+ see Morgan 

-| Dave....... coveacesesee «+++-Lane Bradford 
POCO... cocccecvsscvs judas eevces John Gibson 
Baek. scccsccscacce opsves beseces Dee Cooper 


There’s a new twist in “Return of 
the Lash,” latest in the “Lash” La 
Rue sagebrush series—amnesia has 
been discovered by the westerns as 
a story element, It’s a change of 
pace for the usual formulas but 
nevertheless the film’s appeal lies in 
the nabe dualers and action situa- 
tions. B.o. prospects should be sub- 
stantially the same as those experi- 
enced by preceding pix in this chain. 

La Rue’s forte is his unerring abil- 
ity with what resembles a long 
blacksnake whip. It cracks out fre- 
quently to foil the schemes of the 
“bad guys” who nefariously conspire 
to take over property of ranchers 
adjacent to the town of Sagebrush. 
In this most recent episode in the 
adventures of La Rue and his side- 
kick, Al “Fuzzy” St. John, the pair 
aid the ranchers who are led by 
Brad Slaven. 

Plot is a variation on the old 
“water rights and railroad right-of- 
way” ingredients. George Chesebro 
is the heavy who seeks to rook the 
settlers. But La Rue and St. John 
hit upon raising some necessary cash 
for the ranchers by rounding up 
some six of the oufiaws, ali of whom 
have a stiff price on their heads. 
En route home with the coin, St. 
John falls from his hoss in a skirm- 
ish with the baddies and can’t recall 
his identity nor what happened to 
the money. However, he regains his 
memory in a free-for-all fisticuff 
climax with Chesebro’s men, which 
results in a complete victory for the 
oa and recovery of the reward 
cash, 





La Rue turns in his customary 
forthright portrayal of Cheyenne 
Davis, the modern Robin Hood; St. 
John is okay as the comedy relief, 


| while Mary Maynard is cast in the 


lone femme role as.Slaven’s sister. 
Utner performances are adequate as 
is the lensing and direction in this 


| Jerry Thomas production. 
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The Woman in the Hall 
(BRITISH-MADE) 
London, Oct. 29. 

General Film Distributors release of J. 
Arthur Rank-Wessex (lan Dalrymple) pro- 
duction. Stars Ursula Jeans, Jean Sim- 
mons, Cecil Parker. Directed by Jack Lee, 
Sereenplay by Dalrymple, Lee, G, B. Stern, 
from novel by Stern; camera, C, Penning- 
ton Richards, H. E. Fowle; film editor, 
John Krish; music, Temple Abady, At 
Odeon; London, Oct, 28, '47, Running time, 
93 MENS, 





Lorna Biake.......++ esceresees Ursula Jeans 
BOY vccivicrvaedicervevncsdsee* Jean Simmons 
Sir Halmar,....ceseresees »++.-Cecil Parker 
SN SS ae Peers e Jill Raymond 
Neil. ..ccese dGdtes Edward Underdown 
SUSAN... cece recesses cevessesscen Joan Miller 
TODY.cccvesecseee eoceeesss+ Nigel Buchanan 
Shirley......sccsees Eas sivoes Ruth Dunning 
Baroness....+.+ SocbeuGes seeeegee Lily Kann 
AMM... cc cere ccencsseeseereses Terry Randal 
Mrs. Maddox.....0..sees0+s5 Barbara Shaw 
Miss Gardiner......Dorothy Truman Taylor 
ZOO, iiss caennnsbe.sbeeees MAF wy alInee 
Lady Clay...cecsccccsseeeees Everley Gregg 
Miss Mounce.........+.+++-.-Alexis France 
Mir, Wallter...cceccccveccesevss Hugh Miller 





Wessex Productions (Ian Dalrym- 
ple), a J. Arthur Rank subsidiary, 
makes an inauspicious debut with 
the first of G. B. Stern’s novels to 
be screened. A story should have a 
beginning, middle and an end, and 
this story certainly has no end. And 
the ending is all important in this 
picture, as far as audiences are con- 
cerned. They will certainly come 
away dissatisfied. . 

Woman in the title, Lorna Blake, 
is an unprincipled cadger with a 
knack of telling a hard-luck story 
and getting money from soft phil- 
anthropists. Presumably she does 
this for her two daughters, but one 
of the girls, Jay, on finishing school, 
leaves home because she can’t stand 
her mother’s mode of life, and takes 
a job. Her notions of honesty are 
definitely warped and feeling it is 
better to give than to receive she 
forges a check and plays Lady 
Bountiful. She is caught and held 
for trial. 

Meanwhile mother has hooked 
and married a rich victim, to whom 
she has told a string of lies. In the 
inevitable court scene mother tries 
to straighten things out for her 
daughter, but the husband, now 
aware of his wife’s real character, 
insists on her going into the witness 
box, and there the-story ends. 

Somewhere in the film are a 
couple of tepid love stories that are 
completely uninteresting. Without 
a marquee name and with little 
word-of-mouth to help it, prospects 
for this one at the boxoffice appear 
none too rosy, It stands little chance 
in U. S. 

Ursula Jeans struggles hard in the 
name part, but the story defeats her, 
and the only one of the principals 
to register is Cecil Parker as the 
husband, a role hardly worthy of his 
talents. 

Production is lavish, camera work 
is good, as is the music, and Jack 
Lee’s direction is competent. 

Cane. 


La Vie de Boheme 
(‘The Love Life of Mimi’) 
(FRENCH-MADE 


Superfilm Distributing release of Andre 
Paulve production. Features Maria Denis, 
Suzy Delair, Gisele Pascal, Louis Jourdan. 
Directed by Marcel L’Herbier. Screenplay, 
Nino Frank, based on Henri Murger’s oper- 
atic libretto, ‘‘La Boheme’’; camera, Pierre 
Montazel; music, Giacomo Puccini; musical 


‘ 






adaptation, Louis Beydts. Previewed in 
New York, Running time, 92 MINS, ' 
RuGeighs.. . csvscssies seeee+-Louis Jourdan 
ee 000400062 isépoekes Maria Denis 
Musette........ covccvceecs .Gisele Pascal 
Phemie..... eeccce @occene ...Suzy Delair 
SCHAUHalG, ..cccccccecccvocseses Alfred Adam 
SINR 0 ces ce deicconsoce ecccces Louis Salou 
Bah VOOUMADs 6 5-i00 ctsoceséneess Jean Parades 
IOI «oo oh 6. 6:0.0-00 006460 590% 00108 Sinoel 
a eer ee POPC eee ereccrrees Roussin 





(In French; English Titles) 
Based upon the libretto of “La 
Boheme,” “La Vie de Boheme” is an 


overlong, chronological account of 
a quartet of 19th century Paris bo- 
hemians—their love life and their 
foiled financial ambitions. Pucccini’s 
music is a good selling point but un- 
fortunately most of it is subordi- 
nated as background strains with 
the exception of a few arias. Pic- 
ture should do moderately weH in 
the art situations but is unlikely to 
receive acceptance beyond those 
houses. 

Introductory scenes showing the 
transition of Musette from an en- 
vironment of wealth to a penniless, 
carefree existence, carry an element 
of sparkle. Final reel is also charged 
with pathos when the dying Mimi 
slips away in the arms of her poet, 
Rudolphe. However, the _ inter- 
vening portion is a welter of noisy, 
pointless dialog which rambles on 
through a multitude of parties, ro- 
mantic disappointments and graphic 
illustrations of poverty suffered by 
the behemians. 


It’s a long, winding route that 
scripter Nino Frank takes in adapt- 
ing the Henri Murger libretto. Fi 
etches the lives of Rudolphe, paint- 
er Schaunard, philosopher Collins 
and painter arcel, lightly and 
airily. All four are typical den- 
izens of the Paris garret literary and 
easel set. 


Acting is generally good. As Ru- 
dolphe, Louis Jourdan (now a Selz- 
nick contract player) plays Mimi's 
lover with elan. His emotions—from 
a gay suitor in spring and summer 
to abject sorrow at Mimi’s winter 
demise—are finely drawn. Equally 
pungent is the work of Maria Denis 
as Mimi. Gisele Pascal’s Musette 
captures the mood of a gal who 
knows the value of her blonde 








charms, while wae Delair’s per. 
formance as Phemie is done in.a 
similar vein. Louis Salou’s charac- 
terization of Collins, faithful and 
a to his companions, also stands 
out. 

Marcel L’Herbier’s direction ig 
good but a tighter script and judi- 
cious editing might have been the 
saving grace of this Andre Paulve 
production. Lensing is fair. Print 
at this screening showed signs of 
wear. Armando Macaluso’s English 
subtitles satisfactorily interpret the 
story movement. 


Anteine et Antoinette 
(FRENCH-MADE) 


Gaumont production and release. 


Stars 
Roger Pigaut, Claire Maffei. 


Directed by 
Jacques Becker. Original story and adape 


tation, Francoise Giroux, Becker and M. 
Griffe; assistant producer, C. F. Tavano;: 
Camera, P. Momtozel. Previewed in Paris, 
Running time 98 MINS, 

MOUS bn'ad co) 86% 646604 2000-8 Roger Pigaut 
POI. 66-00 56.0408 5.08. 00an0% Claire Maffej 
Roland... ...ceeeceeesecesss Noel Roquevert 
PUORNS . ce cccceccsaesceacesed Annette Poivre 
PEINEDS 0 < s adie we bocteeseees Jacques Meyran 
Pather-in-laws.cccocseccccecess: Emile Drain 
PIGOOS, 000 coccecbessvececede Paulette Jan 
CENCE. coi sccteccccccececces’ Gaston Modot 
CustOMer...ccccecessccsaetesssesss G. Oury 
POVIGORVOOME occ ccccisccceders Francois Joux 
PRUs cassadoeeneseoeconvens Pierre Trabaud 
BRIE se os ce ce adectscgeeedn sees Huguette Saget 





Refreshing French-made picture 
turned out under the Gaumont ban- 
ner won a grand prize at the Cannes 
Festival mostly because of its sim- 
plicity and change from most pix 
representing the masses. It is un- 
questionably a departure from the 
usual comedy because the light story 
is merely a pretense on which to 
hang authentic filming of work- 
people without trimmings. It may 
interest some in the U. S. because of 
backgrounds and closeups of French 
life, but even so its appeal will be 
very limited. 

Jacques Becker, one of foremost 
French directors, has done a com- 
mendable job, although seme scenes 
are questionable due to their ex- 
treme length. Acting is good 
throughout. Roger Pigaut carries 
lead role well while Claire Mattei 
as his wife looks to be a new find. 
Others in cast are unusually good 
down to the smaller bits. Noel 
oe, oe pe is an Okay villain; Pierre 
Trabaud shines as a third-rate prize- 
fighter and Hugueite Saget is funny 
as the bride who is called upon to 
sing at her wedding breakfast. 


Story shows Pigaut as a foreman 
in a bookbinding works, and Miss 
Maffei, as his wife, a salesgirl in an 
easily recognizable Champs Elysees 
equivalent of a five-and-ten. She is 
a solid click. The young couple is 
involved in a story about a lost lot- 
tery ticket, with yarn having a sim- 
ple, happy ending. 

Appeal of the picture, lies in the 
fact that the French people are 
treated realistically. Camera work by 
Montazel is good and Jules Garnier 
has provided sets which are exactly 
what the homes of the French 
masses are like.. In France, even 
without the Cannes Festival buildup, 
it’s a sure top grosser.- It might 
rate a remake for an American pro- 
ducer, Mazi, 





Les Maudits 

(‘The Accursed’) 

(FRENCH-MADE) 
Discina release of Speva production. Stars 
Dalio, Henri Vidal, Florence Marly and 
Paul Bernard. Directed by Rene Clem- 
ent. Scenario, J. Companez, V. Alexan- 
drev; screenplay, Clement and Jacques 
Remy; dialog, Henri Jeanson; camera, 
Henri Alekan. At Normandie, Olympia 
and Moulin Rouge, Paris. Running time, 
103 MINS. 
Larga eeececce Poe e eee eee ee eee ee eee eee Dalio 
Reporter es ee 





TinMeet Cantaltics ccciccccceesss Jean Didier 
REESE er eeeacee Anne Campion 
German General..........00++0+++ Kronefeld 
His Assistant........... Sess see Karl Munch 
Ce ery ee eee me Fosco Giachetti 


This picture, directed by Rene 
Clement, who handled the big 
grosser, “Battle of the Rail,” got one 
of the Cannes Film Festival awards. 
But it doesn’t rate it. 

Story centers on no one in par- 
ticular, meves frequently at a slow 
—— a lot of dialog ken in 

and depicts the adventures 
of a U-boat escaping the Allied 
blockade at the end of the war, 
when anything pertaining to the 
war is already practically outdated. 
It is technically well made, with 
some fine direction in several se- 
quences and_ occasionally some 
a agg lenswork, but it isn’t 
ikely to be one of the big grossers. 

The various episodes depicted ap- 
pear like so many sketches, permit- 
ting at times bits of fine acting. The 
women have comparatively second- 
ary parts, and the episodes in which 
they appear leave the film an un- 
decided mixture of adventure or 
psychology. 

Acting is usually good, and the 
picture well cast. Dalio, as the 
South American who gets murdered, 
is exemplary, but appears only in a 
small part of the film. Michel 
Auclair, as the tool of the Gestapo 
chief. and Jo Dest as his boss, are 
excellent. Henri Vidal as the doc- 
tor has the only sympathetic part 
and acquits himself well. Paul Ber- 





nard, stage and screen star, is only 
given a minor part, though appear- 
ing in many sequences 

The sets are good and the open 
sea sequences look authentic. 
production is good. 


The 
Maxi. 
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British and French Devaluations 
Would Hit U.S. Film Credits Hard 


Strong reports this week that¢ 


both the French and Brtish govern- 
ments were getting set to revaluate 
their currencies threatened further 
the U. S. pix companies’ stake in 
those two countries. Film biggies 
view a French step in that direction 
as possibly slashing the~ $8,500,000 
due the majors in defaulted pay- 
ments from that country. A British 
devaluation ukase, now considered 
in the cards, would play havoc with 
profits from the United Kingrom. 
It’s now reliably indicated that 
the French will devaluate the franc 
from its present official rate of 120 
to the dollar to something around 


400 francs. Both French officials 
and the International Monetary 
Fund, it’s said, are currently work- 


ing on details of timing and coor- 
dination. Fund’s okay on any shift 
of more than 10% in rates is re- 
quired. The British, the same re- 
ports say, will follow suit since the 
pound has shown little strength at 
its present dollar value. 

As to the French situation, here’s 
why film toppers fear the change. 
Yank distribs have an agreement 
which permits them to withdraw 


the $8,500,000 (originally $11,400,000 | 
reduced by one payment) | 


but later 
by cashing in their francs at the 
rate of 120 on the dollar. That sum 
was to be paid off before the end 
of '47 but France’s fiscal troubles 
have delayed remittance licenses. 
Legally, pix execs say, the deal 
stands at the 120-per-dollar 
even after devaluation. But there's | 
no telling whether the French gov- 
ernment will see it that way. 








| by projectionists. 
| with previous projectionist experi- 


| and took over the jobs. 
| still shuttered is the Cabrillo, San 


rate, | 


If it ;could run “Amber” 


Eastern Scribs’ Slate 


Eastern Screen Writers  Assn., 
formed six months ago with aim of 
organizing freelance scripters work- 
ing in the east, has elected its first 
permanent staff. Officers are Dud- 
ley Hale, staff writer at RKO Pathe, 
president; John Davenport and New- 
ton Meltzer, freelancers,  vice- 
prexies; Richard Koch, writer-direc- 
tor for National Educational Films, 
secretary; and Grace Goodman, of 
Films, Inc., treasurer. 

Outfit, which is not affiliated with 
any other guild or association, will 
engage in projects to improve qual- 
ity of eastern scripters’ output be- 
sides bettering working conditions, 


Reopen 11 FWC Houses 
Closed by Operators 
As Mgrs. Take Over 


Los Angeles, Nov. 11. 
Eleven of the 12 Fox West Coast 
houses showing “Forever Amber” 
resumed screenings after a walkout 
Theatre managers 





,;ence obtained temporary licenses 


Only house 


Diego. 

Walkout was ealled by Motion 
Picture Operators, Local 150, IATSE, 
| taking the stand that no operator 
on a day-date 


doesn’t—and rules that the new rate | hookup with Los Angeles first runs 


must apply—it will be equivalent | 
to. lopping two-thirds from the 
$8,500,000 fund. Distribs would be 
forced to buy their dollars by pay- 
ing 400 francs or whatever other 
official rate is fixed instead of 120 
per dollar. 

As for Britain, devaluation will 
mean less dollars for the profits in 
pounds garnered by Yank distribs. 
The same amount in pounds will be 
earned but on conversion to dollar 
remittances, there’ll be fewer of 
them to the pound. 

In this regard, company execs 
cite the fact that devaluation is 
nothing more or less than inflation. 
Since boxoffice scales rarely keep 
pace with rising prices in commodi- 
ties, distribs profits take a second 
blow. Inflation means more con- 
sumer cash forced into necessities 
and less, therefore, available for 
film shows and other amusements. 

Entire situation is summed up by 
film foreign toppers as follows: Pix 
earnings are based on the relation- 
ship of the dollar to the particular 
foreign currency involved. Any 
switch which makes the foreign coin 
officially less valuable, is equivalent 
to a direct slicing of remittances in 
the same proportion as the change 
ordered. 


NEBENZAL’S ‘QUEEN FOR DAY’ 
Hollywood, Nov. 11. 


Seymour Nebenzal bought screen 
rights to the radio show, “Queen for 
a Day,” and will produce it as a ro- 
mantic comedy with a Hollywood 
background, with a number of ether 
personalities in the cast. 

Currently Nebenzal has two 
“Queens” in his stable. The other 
is “Queen of Hearts.” 











United's new DC-6 Mainliner 
300 flight 


OVERNIGHT TO LOS ANGELES! 
. &r. 8:15 a.m. 


Ly. 11:30 p.m... 
% 


UNITED 
AIR LINES 


Airlines Terminal, 80 E. 42nd St. or 
Pennsylvania Hotel or 1 Wall St. 
Call Murray Hill 2-7300 
_ or an authorized travel agent 








without receiving the Class A wage 
scale, which amounts to $2.35 per 
hour. 

George Bowser, general manager 
for FWC, announced that replace- 
ments for the striking projectionists 
would be made as soon as possible. 
He added: 

“The walkout of the men is in vio- 
lation of our understanding with the 
union for the negotiations of a new 
contract. During the whole period 
of our negotiations for a new con- 
tract with Local 150, it has been 
clearly understood by us and the 
union committee that any wage in- 
creases would be retroactive to 
July 1, 1947.” 


N.J. DRIVE-IN SUES ON 





PATENT INFRINGEMENT 


Philadelphia, Nov. 11. 

Park-In Theatres, Inc., of Camden, 
N. J., filed suit in Federal court here 
last week charging Si Fabian, Harry 
Hellman, Neil Hellman and the Penn 
Drive-In Corp. with infringing upon 
their Hollingshead drive-in theatre 
patent. Triple damages are sought. 

Plaintiff specifically charged the 
defendants with pirating patent 
rights in constructing the Lincoln 
Drive-in Theatre, located on Lincoln 
Highway at Trevose, Bucks Co., Pa., 
as well as infringing in Other drive- 
ins operated elsewhere. Patent is 
said to cover the construction and 
arrangement of drive-in theatres in- 
cluding the “car-aiming” ramps and 
the driveways. 


Mason-Rose Set for Quick 
Trial in N.Y. Federal Ct. 


James Mason, whose legal en- 
tanglements with David Rose has 
stymied any thesping in American 
pix, had the way cleared last week 
for a fast ruling on his professional 
status. N. Y¥. Federal Judge C. 
Knox directed a preference on the 
trial of the Mason-Rose suit and set 
the case at the top of the February 
calendar. Ruling was made follow- 
ing a hot argument on the moot 
point whether both sides could have 
their array of witnesses ready at 
that time. 

Mason, through his lawyer, Louis 
(Schwartz &) Frohlich, contended 
that he was losing his fans because 
of the enforced absence from U. S. 
screens. Rose’s rep opposed the 
early hearing claiming that Rose and 
a raft of witnesses were stifi in 
England and couldn’t make the 
crossing in time for the February 
bout. 

Mason and Rose are disputing a 
joint filmmaking pact which had the 





former as the acting lead and the 
latter as producer. Mason wants 
the deal tossed out because he 


claims Rose attempted to “sell him 
down the river” to Paramount with- 
out his knowledge or consent, 





- § 


‘Best Years’ B’way Encore 
Foliowing Chevalier Pic 


Following run of “Man About 
Town,” Maurice Chevalier starrer at 
the Bijou, N. Y., “Best Years of Our 
Lives” will be brought into the con- 
verted legit theatre for its second 
Broadway booking by Maurice 
Maurer, manager of the Bijou. 
Maurer also manages the Astor 
where “Best Years” first had a 
lengthy stay. Maurer initially was 
planning to turn the 650-seater Bijou 
into a foreign pix playhouse but 
couldn’t find suitable product. 

At the Astor, “The Bishop’s Wife,” 
Samuel Goldwyn production, ~ is 
scheduled to replace “Walter Mitty” 
early in December. At the Victoria, 
another house managed by Maurer 
for City Investing Co., RKO’s “Fugi- 
tive” has been booked for the Christ- 
mas holidays. 


METRO TAKES 2 STORY 
PROPERTIES OFF SHELF 


Campaign at Metro for economy in 
production was evidenced during the 
past week by the fruitful rummaging 
through the shelves for story proper- 
ties. Studio pulled down two of 
them and assigned them for pro- 
duction at once. 


“A Date With Judy,” from a radio 
serial by Aileen Leslie, purchased 
for $75,000 in 1945, has been assigned 
to Joseph Pasternak, “Three 
O’Clock Dinner,” a novel by Jose- 
phine Pinckney, for which $175,000 
was paid, also in 1945, has been 
handed to Robert Lord. 


Screenplay of “Judy” has been 
done by Dorothy Kingsley and Doro- 
thy Cooper; Elizabeth Taylor, Xavier 
Cugat, Carmen Miranda, Wallace 
Beery and Jane Powell have been 
cast init. “Dinner” is being scripted 
by Lenore Coffee. It was originally 
bought for Lana Turner. No new 
casting has been announced. 
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value of name players when em- 
ployed intelligently, producer added. 
“Crossfire,” he said, could have been 
made for $425,000 instead of $600,000. 
It was felt, however, that the $175,- 
000 spent for Robert Young, Robert 
Ryan and Robert Mitchum was “in- 
surance” that was well worthwhile. 


RKO next season will have about 
a half-dozen of these “provocative” 
films, Schary said, which will fall 
into the $400,000 to $600,000 class. 

“They will in no wise be con- 
sidered B’s, they will be just part of 
our program,” he declared. 

The pictures will include “Your 
Red Wagon,” “The Window” (being 
made in New York), “Boy With 
Green Hair” (a fantasy which is a 
plea for peace), “Great Man’s Whisk- 
ers” (an Abe Lincoln story which 
dramatizes the rights of citizens), 
“Beyond All Doubt”. (from a short 
story by Billy Rose, pleading for 
Americans to do their part in civic 
affairs—in this case serve on a jury 
when called) and a story by column- 
ist Sam Grafton on atomic energy. 


Even such pictures as the Tim Holt 
westerns, Schary said, he hopes to 
make a little better than they’ve 
been made before. “We must elimi- 
nate a kind of carelessness that slips 
into films because they are labeled 
as B’s,” he declared. 


The whole RKO 1948 program, 
Schary revealed prior to this week’s 
meeting of top execs on the Coast 
to lay out plans, will consist of about 
24 films. The studio will provide 16 
to 18 and independents the rest. 
Indies will turn in fewer than dur- 
ing 1947, since the studio is now pre- 
pared to make more. There’s greater 
profit in pix made by the studio, so 
they’re preferred, Schary stated. 


Absolute maximum he hopes to 
spend on any picture on the pro- 
gram, producer asserted, was $2,000,- 
000. He said he felt the company 
could come out satisfactorily in the 
domestic market alone on films pro- 
duced at from $1,400,000 to $1,700,000 
and it was his aim to keep costs 
down to this level. 

Deal by which David O. Selznick 
released him from his contract to 
accept the RKO production post at 
the beginning of this year, Schary 
said, entailed RKO-Selznick partner- 
ship in one more film. First is “Mr. 
Blandings Builds His Dream House,” 
which RKO will make and Selznick 
Releasing Organization distribute. 
Next one, Schary stated, would be 
RKO for its owi reie€ase, 
with Selznick providing many of the 
elements and sharing in the profits. 
It will be for 1948-49 release. 
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British Step Up Production Talk 
To Block Requisition of Idle Studios 


London, Nov. 11. 
Splurge of production programs 
announced this week and last for 
the coming year is a concerted ef- 
fort to head off the growing demand 
for the British government to take 


over idle sound stages. The hue and 
cry for requisition of studios was 
whipped up to a high decibel point 
by J. Arthur Rank’s recent state- 
ment that the “time isn’t ripe” for 
production expansion. That chance 
remark added to the hard fact that 
14 sound stages are out of action and 
the disclosure of Alfred Shipman 
that his three Alliance studios were 
shuttering for three months created 
the furore. 

Sudden and perhaps coincidental 
announcements of Rank and Sir 
Alexander Korda now indicate that 
Britain’s studios are launching into 
unprecedented filmmaking activities 
in ’48. Rank will make 43 features 
in the next 12 months at a cost of 
$40,000,000. Korda’s contribution 
will be 13 pix, made by eight indies, 
with his estimated cost set at 
$20,000,000. Combined with smaller 
indie producers, Britain’s pix outlay | 
will reach $65,000,000 next year. 


its production close to 100% Over 
1947 which was the peak year up to 
now. Rank will have turned out 
some 35 features this year at a nut 
of about $35,000,000. Korda’s pic- 
making resolved into a half-dozen 
films—none of them sizeable enough 
for the American market. 


Labor was infuriated and aroused 
by Rank’s previous no-expansion 
statement. The rumors were dime- 
a-dozen that he intended to pull out 
of production entirely. Tom 
O’Brien, M.P., and general secretary 
of the National Assn. of Theatrical 


'and Kine Employees, expressed gen- 
eral sentiment by remarking: 


“No 
wonder Rank is thinking of going 
back to his flour mills. The govern- 
ment and the ‘Milky Way’ in his own 
organization are letting him down 
badly.” 


Film Industries’ Employees Coun- 
cil thereupon asked the Board of 
Trade to hold a crisis meeting. Its 
intention was to ask for requisition 
of idle studios, establishment of a 
film bank for indie producers, and 
immediate initiation of production. 
But the ground has been cut from 
under the movement by Rank’s and 
Korda’s latest action. 


Studios not working now are 
Riverside (Alliance—two _ stages); 
(Southall Alliance—one stage); Ted- 
dington (Warner Bros.—two stages); 
Wembley (20th-Fox—two _ stages); 
and half of Metro (two stages). 
Twickenham (Alliance) will close 
shortly. Islington (Gainsborough- 
Rank) has two stages idle as well as 
Sound City and Worton Hall. 


Korda’s most active year includes 
such slated productions as “The 
Devil’s Delight,” Cary Grant starrer 
directed by Carol Reed; “The King’s 
General,” vehicle for James Mason; 
Orson Welles in “Cyrano de Ber- 
gerac”; a Frederick Lonsdale come- 
dy directed by Reed. There’s also 
the filmization of the Jules Verne 
novel, “Around the World”; Robert 
Donat in Terrence Rattigan’s “The 
Winslow Boy”; “The Eagle Has Two 
Heads”; and the Michael Powell— 





| Ed a > 
In short, Britain will have upped ward Alperson 





Emeric Pressburger production, “The 
Promotion of the Admiral.” 

Rank now has 13 films in produc- 
tion and 20 features making the 
rounds in Britain and the U. S. 
Ready for release in Britain are 
four films. In the cutting and edit- 
ing stage are 10 more. 


Nat Holt 
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with RKO where he’s turned out such 


bread-and-butter pix as “Riverboat 
Rhythm,” “Badman’s Territory” and 
“Trail Street.” With the average 
20th feature now in the neighbor- 
hood of $2,000,000, Skouras is ac- 


tively moving to lower that budget 
level. He thinks a resurgence of B's 


| is the partial answer to diminishing 


overseas: markets and climbing pro- 

duction expenditures. 
Company has already 

three other 


tied onto 
indies on partial-bank- 


| rolling and releasing pacts. One deal 
| was made recently with Frank Selt- 
| zer, 
| budgeters 


who’s putting together six lowe. 
for 20th. Sol Wurtzel’s 
runs several years more, and 
is making pix 
along the lines of “Black Beauty” 
and other less costly features for the 
company. 


| deal 











Rapper 
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New York, directed 
Turtle” as his last pic for Warner 
Bros. e said the dispute which led 
to his departure after more than 11 
years on the lot started over dis- 
agreement with Jack Warner on 
casting “Christopher Blake,” which 
was to have been his next. 

Director asserted that the studio 
habitually refused to discuss objec- 
tions, if any, and as a result he will 


seek one-picture deals only, in the 
future. 


Inasmuch as “Menagerie” won’t be 
ready for six months or longer, Rap- 
per said in the meantime he may do 
“House of Mist” for Hal Wallis or 
“Mayerling” for Robert Hakim. 
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MIAMI BEACH 


OCEAN FRONT e 40th to 4ist Sts. 
Reservations Invited -« Walter Jacobs 














The “Miami Beach" 
of the Carolinas 


Modern 65-Room Furnished Hotel 


Fountain, Arcade & Dance Area. 


Resort. 


N YOU PICK A WINNER? 


THEN HERE IS YOUR OPPORTUNITY 


A Complete Ocean Front Hotel & Amusement Enterprise 
Total Gross Income $223,136 


ATLANTIC BEACH, cancun 


On U.S. Highway #70 © Opposite Morehead City © 156 Mies Frox Raleigh 


room * Beach, Boardwalk * 2 Bath Houses * 600 Loc 
sions Stands * Amusement Center Bidg. with Bowling Alleys, Soda 


Adjacent Land Ideal For Golf Course, Business or Summer Homes 


Favored by Location, Climate & Nature, Atiantic Beach Has Just 
About Everything to Make It a Popular & Prosperous Year-Round 


OFFERED IN PARCELS & AS AN ENTIRETY 


AUCTION SAT., DEC. 


2 Ask For Bookiet V-5 
Property Office — The Idle Hour Amusement Center, Atlantic Beach, N. C. 
ae Re Broker’s Participation On This Sale On oe 
















Operating Profit — 736 


¢ Auditorium With 75 x 140’ Ball- 
kers * Conces- 


2 P. M. ON PREMISES. 
ATLANTIC BEACH, N.C, 
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SURVEY AT MIAMI & LINCOLN THEATRES 
ON “SOMETHING IN THE WIND” 
AUGUST 28th & 29th, 1947 

















75 


90 





pete’ << 














Y“UnArPORwrr—-w 





NODAPrPNO NCW 





ON-THE-SPOT-SURVEY — 


from Sonny Shepherd, General Manager of 
Wometco’s New, DeLuxe, Ultra-Modern Miami 
Theatre, reveals that MORE patrons attended 
showing of Universal-International's ‘Something 
In The Wind”, because of TRAILERS .. . than be- 


_cause of any other advertising medium. Patrons 


of Miami and Lincoln Theatres proved The PRIZE 
BABY's box-office pull by indicating that TRAIL- 
ERS sell more seats! 














IN YOUR THEATRE 


The PRIZE BABY gives you the same TOP results 
that are proved by Sonny Shepherd's survey! 


| LOOK at the advertising media, TOPPED by TRAIL- 


ERS! Compare the COST! Trailers are BEST! Trail- 
ers COST LESS! Trailers do the JOB! Number One 
advertising medium in Every Theatre! The PRIZE 
BABY of the Industry! 
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PRIZE BABY OF THE (DUSTRY 
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Fx-RKOer Takes Over Five Selected 
Pix Branches; Other Xchange Briefs 


Denver. 


- 
vv 





Tom Bailey has sold his five 
elected Pictures exchanges, which 
e organized last summer, to Frank 
hilds, who resigned as RKO sales- 
an to operate them. They are in 
enver, Salt Lake City, Des Moines, 


ha and Kansas. City. 
Oma Hossfeld, Wm. Agren and 
obt. Garland, owners of Film 


lassics franchises here and Salt 
Lake City, have sold to the parent 

upany. 
coarold E. Wilson, owner of the 
Chief, La Veta, Colo., is opening a 
155-seat Chief in Gardner, Colo. — 

w. F. Aydelotte has opened his 
Trail, Ft. Collins, Colo. 

Sam Langwith sold the Mines, 
daho Springs, Colo., to Smith & 
pe who also operate in Wyoming 
and Nebraska. 

Chas. Barnes is opening a 300- 
geater at Crook, Colo. 





Berger Buys Pix, Mpls. 
Minneapolis. 
Bennie Berger independent theatre 
circuit has acquired a half-interest 
in the downtown sure-seater Pix, 
formerly Newsreel, from Sherril 
Corwin, also a theatre chain owner, 
and it will operate the house. — 
Since abandonment of straight 
newsreel policy, successful during 
the war, the 276-seat house has been 
playing -first and subsequent runs 
and reissues. Ted Bolnick, Berger 
ircuit general manager, says policy 
or the theatre hasn’t been decided 
et, but trade circles believe a down- 
own second-run will be bid for. 
Berger at one time had the Pix 
himself, but traded it to another 
exhibitor who sold it to Corwin. The 
resent lease has six years to go. 
f a first-run policy eventuates, Ber- 
ger may bid along with Ted Mann, 
who will operate the World and 
Alvin downtown, and the legitimate 
roadshow Lyceum, noW going in on 
a bigger scale for pictures, against 


the Minnesota Amus. Co. (Para- 
mount) and RKO theatres. : 
Mrs. Louis Gainsley, the city’s 


only woman theatre manager, who 
managed the Pix, has been trans- 
a by Corwin to Santa Bar- 
ara, Calif., in the same capacity. 
Her assistant here, Morrison Buell, 
has been promoted to fill the va- 
eancy. 





Nix Pre-Xmas Week Closing 
St. Louis. 

Exhibitors in St. Louis and St. 
Louis county have shelved,the idea 
of shuttering the week preceding 
Xmas, and although many of the 
nabes will. douse the lights Xmas 
eve to enable employes to spend that 
night at home, the larger houses will 
continue to operate as usual. 

The shuttering plan as originally 
roposed did not include the de- 
uxers. When the matter was dis- 
cussed by execs of Fanchon & 
Marco it was decided that firstrun 
houses would not be included in the 
overall plan. When the info was 
conveyed to Fred Wehrenberg, prez 
f the Motion Picture Theatre 
wners of St. Louis, he decided to 
abandon the general shutdown plan 
and permit the individual operators 
to follow their own ideas. In 1945 
the St. Louis Amus. Co. houses 
closed Xmas eve, and last year a 
number of indie houses also remained 
dark on that date. 

The Roxy, Stonington, Mll., was one 


“ of seven places broken into there by 


burglars. The loss was $200. 
Theatre owners in Springfield, Ml. 
are joining to oppose the 4% amuse- 
ment tax proposed in a bill recently 
introduced’ in the city’s Council. 





Allen Usher to Quit Par, Chi 
Chicago, Nov. 11. 
Allen Usher, local Paramount dis- 
trict manager, has resigned, effec- 
tive Jan. 1, after 24 years with the 
company. No replacement has been 
announced and Usher has not yet 
indicated any future plans. 





Sam Fineberg Resigns Mono 
Pittsburgh. 

Sam Fineberg has resigned as 
manager of Monogram branch to 
rejoin his old partner, Jim Alex- 
ander, in operating the“RCA theatre 
equipment franchise here. Abe 
Weiner, one-time head of the UA 
office in Pittsburgh but more re- 
cently with U-I in Boston, will suc- 
ceed him. 

Jean Porter has been upped from 
cashier to asst. mgr. of WB's Holly- 
wood theatre in rmont. 

Milton Turner has resigned from 
Screen Guild to return to Cleve- 
land. Jack Bellman, also of Cleve- 
land succeeds him as Screen Guild 
salesman. 

Jerry. Geinzer, ex-theatre owner 
who recently parted company wit 
Eagle Lion, has gone with Max 
Shulgold’s indie Crown Film Ex- 
change as a salesman. 





Boucher Heads D. C. Variety Club 
Washington. 

Frank M. er last week was 
elected chief barker of Tent 11, 
Variety Club. He manages the K & 
B theatres here. Others chosen at 
the annual election were Jake Flax, 
first assistant chief barker; Wade 





| outfit recently acquired 


Pearson, second assistant chief 
barker; Sam Galanty, treasurer; and 
Art Jacobson, property master. 
Nathan D. Golden, Commerce De- 
partment motion picture consultant 
and the outgoing chief barker, was 
elected national canvasman, with 
Fred S. Kogod as his alternate. 
Boucher and A. E. Lichtman were 
picked as delegates to the 1948 Va- 
riety convention; with Gene Ford 
and A. J. Brylawski as alternates. 
Sally Perle to Masterpiece 
Masterpiece Productions, headed 
by Jules Weill, has named Sally 
Perle as ad-publicity director. Distrib 
39. United 
the Broder Re- 





Artists reissues for 


| leasing Corp, 


Eagle Lion’s 6 New Salesmen 

Quintet of new pix peddlers been 
taken’ on by Eagle Lion. Harry W. 
Tyson named Harrisburg, Pa., sales- 
man and Theodore Scheinberg for 
New Jersey. Both will work out 
of the Philadelphia exchange. Others 
appointed are Paul A. Hull, Seattle 
branch; Joseph Friedman, Chicago; 
and William T. Grant, Los Angeles. 





Sack Amus. N. ¥. Office 
Sack Amus. Enterprises, of Dallas, 
has set up a New York branch, with 
Jules J. Nayfack, formerly of Met- 
ro, as manager. Company dis- 
tributes Negro features and shorts. 





Fred Ford Returns to Memphis RKO 
Memphis. 

RKO Publicist Fred Ford has been 
transferred back to Memphis by 
Terry Turner after several months 
in the North Central States. Spot 
was held in his absence by Carol 
Weld, who recently underwent a 
major operation, 

Tony Tedesco, of Omaha, is the 
new UA salesman here, replacing 
Buster Hammond, who resigned to 
become branch manager for Film 
Classics. 

FC has hired Betty Dauser, for- 
merly of Flexer Theatres, and Cath- 
erine Randall, of Monogram. 





Griffith Opens Another in Texas 
Borger, Texas. 

The new Morley theatre, a Griffith 
house with 1,250 capacity, has opened 
here, with Tom Davidson, manager 
of the circuit’s four other theatres 
here, in charge. It was named for 
Fred Morley, Griffith partner and 
vice-president of Theatre Enter- 
prises, Inc., Dallag. ' 

New 800-seat theatre is being built 
at New Boston, Texas, by the W&K 
Theatres Co., owned and operated 
by T. F. Keasler, of Jacksonville, 
Tex., and L. W. Watts, of Oil City, La. 

S. G. Fry, who recently purchased 
the Elk theatre, Saline, Texas, from 
os Waggoner, has dismantled the 

ouse, 





Clare Appel Heads Ontario MPTA 
Toronto. 

Directors of Motion Picture Thea- 
tres Ass’n. of Ontario, representing 
the chains and 85% of independent 
houses, elected Clare Appel, eastern 
Canada manager for Odeon Theatres 
(Rank), to presidency. Other ap- 
pointments were H. C. D. (Dick) 
Main, Listowel, vice-president; Ralph 
Dale, National Theatre Services, 
secretary; William Summerville, Jr., 
B. & F. Theatres (Famous Players), 
treasurer. 

Arch H. Jolley was reelected ex- 
ecutive secretary. 





Charlotte Variety Club Elects 
Charlotte, N. C. 

Roy L. Smart, assistant general 
manager of North Carolina Theatres, 
an executive of the Wilby-Kincey 
organization, operating a long chain 
of movie houses in the two Caro- 
linas, last Saturday (8) was elected 
chief barker of the Charlotte Vari- 
ety Club, succeeding Cy Dillon. 

Other executives chosen include 
Scott Lett, first assistant chief 
barker: Barney Ross, escond assist- 
ant chief barker; Sam Trincher, 
property master, and T. A. Little, 
dough guy. 





New Youngstown Drive-In 
Youngstown, O. 
West Side Drive-In Theatre, Inc., 
has been incorporated to operate a 
drive-in theatre here, with $50,000 
capital. Principals are Nerbert 
Stern, Ernest Stern and Sam Green- 


harles F. Hankey, laundry owner, 
has purchased the three-story Grand 
Theatre building, Tiffin, O., from the 
Grand Theatre Co. of Lima, O. The 
house has been dark more than 10 
years. 





New Ohio Drive-Ins 
Toledo. 

Two new drive-ins are being built 
in northern Ohio. George Kaler, 
Jerome Kaler, and Ray Watts, all of 
Delaware, O., are building a 500-car 
drive-in near there, featuring in-car 
speakers. C. A. Workman, Mt. Ver- 
non, O., is also building a 500-car 
drive-in. which he will operate in 
association with Ron Sturgess and 
Bill Bachert. Latter two now operate 





the Star theatre, Coshocton, O. Each 





Bp boon will cost approximately 


Palen Seanmaeen’ tea hinds con” 
ace, Yo own, has con- 
trolling interest in the Lee theatre, 
Fort ers, Fla.. and has moved to 
that city. John é. Bispeck, manager 
of the State in Youngstown for four 
years, has been named manager of 
the Palace, 





Interstate Opens Circle, Dallas 
Dallas. 

Interstate Circuit’s newest su- 
burban house, the Circle, has been 
opened here. Louis Charninsky is 
manager of the 1,000-seater. 

Carl A. Milentz has sold his 600- 
seat Cameo, San Antonio, to the 
Bijou Amus, Co., of Nashville, Tenn., 
headed by Evans Sprout. It is the 
only Negro house in San Antonio. 

The Karl theatre, Eustace, Texas, 
opened by Carl Lambertz, has shut- 
tered. 





Shaw’s 350-Seater 
Turnertown, Texas. 
Marvin Shaw 
350-seat Star, at Turnertown, Texas. 


Freeman Upped in Okla. City 

Charles Freeman, ad manager, be- 
comes general manager of C & R 
Theatres, Oklahoma City, succeeding 
Ed Tidwell, resigned. 


RKO Also Cuts Mpls. Staff 
Minneapolis. 
Sales_staffs here are still being 
pared in line with the industry’s 
economy move. Latest to feel the 
axe is Dick Dynes of RKO, whose 
North Dakota and western Wisconsin 
territory will be divided up among 
remaining members of the staff. 
Previously, 20th-Fox had let out 
one salesman and M-G-M had trans- 
ferred two to other branches with 
their duties shifted to other staff 
members. Office staff also are being 
trimmed. Business continues close 
to the post-war peak, however. 





John Stahl Adds House 
Pittsburgh. 
John E. Stahl building a new 
theatre in Homestead, Pa. It'll ad- 
join the arcade entrance to Stahl 
and Elite, his other two houses here. 

Helen Garlitz, with Metro for last 
decade, has resigned to join the 
Eagle Lion accounting department. 

With Harry A. Doman on a leave 
of absence due to illness, Jack Blat- 
nick has been named temporary 
manager of the Harris theatre in 
DuBois, Pa. Also on leave because 
of sickness is Bert Allbright, man- 
ager of WB State in Washington, 
Pa., with Paul Williams, Etna pilot, 
subbing. 

Russ Zebra has returned as office 
manager-booker for Monogram, suc- 
ceeding. Leo Wayne. Latter was 
upped to salesman with the resigna- 


tion of Hymie Wheeler to open aif 


new indie exchange to handle Film 
Classics here. 

Betty Miller out as local 20th- 
Fox office manager after 27 years 
with the company. 








Briefs From Lots 


Game Continued from page 9 


George Raft starrer, “Outpost Mo- 
rocco,” which rolls in North Africa 
Nov. 20. . .RKO is borrowing crim- 
inological files from the Post Office 
Department for its “File 342,” to be 
produced by Richard Goldstone ... 
Dorado Films started “The Judge 
Has an Alibi,” the first of six 16m 
eolor features for distribution by 
Telefilm ... ARKO Productions, 
headed by Merian C. Cooper, gets 
under way Dec. 2 with Mr. Joseph 
Young of Africa,” for RKO release 
... Ann Blyth draws the mermaid 
role opposite Bill Powell in “Mr. 
Peabody and the Mermaid” at Uni- 
versal-International. Irene Hervey 
plays Powell’s wife. 

Jack Goldberg is transferring all 
his production activities from New 
York to Chicago, starting with a 
film starring Jackie Robinson, 
Brooklyn Dodgers’ first baseman... 
Next galloper by Tim Holt at RKO 
will be “Guns of Wrath,” statting 
Dec. 1... . William Berke will dix 
rect “Waterfront at Midnight” for 
Pine-Thomas . .. King Brothers are 
negotiating to make two pictures, 
“Dangerous Money” and “Gun 
Crazy,” for Enterprise release ... 


Lieyd Bacon signed Donaid Moore | 


and Elliett H. Gern, legit thesps, for 
his indie film, “Glittering Hill,” 
slated for March production. ... 
Rev. W. H. Alexander, Oklahoma 
City minister, in town for huddles 
about “Hand On My Shoulder,” the 
story of his life, which will be pro- 
duced independently by Lee Bonne, 
Gale Sterm and Frank Tashlin... 
Fred Sears drew ea featured role in 
“Adventures of Silverado” at Co- 
lumbia ... Taylor Holmes, John 
Emery and Hillary Breoke signed 
for “Let’s Live Again,” to be pro- 
duced by Frank Seltzer and Hugh 
King for 20th-Fox release . .. Para- 
mount called 900 extras, largest 
number of the year on that lot, to 
appear in four productions... Sierra 
added seven days to the shootin 
schedule of “Joan,” making it 10 


has completed his | 


Majors are being handed the long 
end of the rope to work out their 
decree problems in pix selling and 
exhibition without facing the Gov- 
ernment on legal hassles over bor- 
derline cases. Despite the pressure 
of a volume of exhib gripes over al- 
leged decree violations, Dept. of 
Justice, it’s been learned, has now 
fixed a policy which spells no prose- 
cution of anti-trust defendants un- 
less a flagrant violation of the de- 
cree occurs. This D of J stance will 
hold until the U. S. Supreme Court 
hands down its decision some time 





the present decree. 

Justice Dept. has been under 
pressure from a flock of exhibs 
| who've carried complaints to it of 
| decree deviations along with a de- 


|mand for punitive contempt pro- 
| ceedings. In the main, it’s said, the 
gripes refer to clearances with re- 
fusals to offer product second in 
volume. Exhibs want the Govern- 
ment to turn their fire on “unrea- 
sonable clearances” which the de- 
cree, as it now stands, consigns to 
outer darkness. 

Apparently, Government legalities 
deem the current decree strictly in 
the temporary bracket. There’s a 
feeling that the high court is going 
to order changes. Hence, the D of J 
wants to mark time for the nonce. 

While the bid method of peddling 
pix has been stayed pending Su- 
preme Court findings, most majors 
have embarked on a limited and 
modified technique of decree selling. 
Voluntary adoption of that method, 
notwithstanding, exhibs have been 
carrying tales out of school on pur- 
ported discrimination in awarding 
| pix on bids. 

Government put its policy in effect 
last week when it stood by while 
New Salinas Theatre, Inc., operator 
of the Vogue, Salinas, Calif., made 
a pitch for a contempt _ holding 
against 20th-Fox and National The- 
atres before New York Federal 
Judge John Bright. Plaintiff at- 
tacked 20th and NT as violating the 
theatre expansion freeze in opening 
its Alisal theatre in Salinas. Judge 
Bright reserved decision. 

Objection was raised by defend- 
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Justice Dept. Stalls Action on Exhib 
Beefs ‘Til Final Decree Decision 


ants to the entire proceeding since 
exhib is no party to the’*New York 
equity action. New house was com- 
pleted before the effective date of 
the decree, Fred Pride, 20th attor- 
ney, contended. 

On a second claim pushed by the 
exhib, that 20th and NT were con- 
structing a new theatre in Watson- 
ville, Calif.. Government lawyers 
told the court that the D of J had 
not yet decided whether to charge 





next year on the cross-appeals from | 








decree violation. Since the defense 
maintained that this house was re- 
placing another in the same locale, 
whether the expansion freeze was 
thawed illegally might depend upon 
whether the new house had better 
facilities and greater seating 














| Jackson Park 


Ht, oontinaed from page 5 


prices for certain pictures; nabe 
theatres cannot run a film over a 
week after the Loop showing. 

Case did not involve block book- 
ing and injunction still leaves han- 
dling of rental terms in hands of 
distributors, However, Supreme 
Court action uphelds the lower court 
rulings enjoining the fixing of mini- 
mum prices by distributors; allowing 
free competitive bidding; granting 
reasonable clearance and stopping of 
restricting pictures. 

Original theatre complaint named 
RKO, Loew’s, 20th-Fox, Paramount, 
Balaban & Katz, Warner Bros., and 
WB circuit. Ruling involves all of 
the theatres in the Chicago district 
and extends to Springfield, Peoria 
and Milwaukee. 

Yesterday’s ruling was the secend 
time the high court ruled adversely 
against the majors. In 1944, the 
Supreme Court found that there was 
sufficient evidence pointing to viola- 
tion of the Sherman Act with re- 
sultant damages, overruling the cir- 
cuit court findings that no damages 
were involved. After the case was 
sent back to the lower court, a 
Chancellor was named to try the 
suit before a jury. Majors appealed 
once again to the Supreme Court on 
grounds that the Chancellor refused 
to hear new evidence. 
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days, because of the recent illness 
of Victor Fleming. 

Universal-International bought 
“The Last Count,” an unpublished 
novel by Henry Edward Helseth and 
turned it over to Jules Schermer as 
his first production on that lot 
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Upbeat Seen in Network News, 


Commentary Programming; Postwar 
“Anti Pendulum Is Swinging Back 


By DICK PACK + 





ciose to $2,000,000 in new billings | Philbin GAC Radio -Head 


on news shows during the past few 
weeks, network programming of 
mews and commentaries is hitting a 
pronounced upbeat. CBS is kicking 


Jack Philbin, veepee in charge of 
| talent at General Artists Corp., has 
| been named head of the GAC radio 
| dept. by Thomas Rockwell, GAC 


off a new five-a-week domestic | stg : 
roundup next Monday (17) called Rendea' 3 Philbin was named following 
“CBS News of America.” NBC last |resignation of Frank Hobbs from 


Saturday (8) teed off a Saturday 
afternoon “Report On Europe” which 
will air overseas pickups. ABC re- 
ports it is airing more overseas 
pickups weekly now than it did dur- 
ing the height of the war. 

The upcoming election campaigns, 
the labor-managemegt struggle cen- 
tering around the Taft-Hartley Act, 
and the generally explosive state of 
world affairs are seen as important 
factors in hypoing news listening. 
Same factors also are upping spon- 
sorship. Arthur Gaeth last month 


| the radio sector last week. 
| Danny Hollywood will assist Phil- 
| bin. 


Bob Burns Pact 
Hypos Wax Works 


Hollywood, Nov. 11. 








started an interviewer-of-the-people 
stint on Mutual for the United Elec- 
trical Workers (CIO), which previ- 
ously sponsored Leland Stowe and 
was the first union regularly to 
benkroll a web show. Last week 
the Brotherhood of Railroad Train- 
men bought a weekly commentary 
on ABC. Appalachian Coals, Inc., 
of Cincinnati, a big coal marketing 
agency, is reported shopping for a 
network spot for a five-a-week news 
commentary by Alvin Helfer, who 
hzs done ABC and Mutual stanzas. 
Developments total up to a sharp 
refutation of the war’s end cry that 
news programs would cease to pay 


off in terms of listeners as they had | 


during the conflict, because the pub- 
lic would seek escape stuff to for- 
get the’war, etc. If news and com- 
mentaries slipped off slightly in pull 
immediately following V-J Day, 
they're in a way to regain fully 
their wartime emphasis in program- 
ming. 
Accent on Analysis 

_Accent now, in contrast to the 
straight, flash-bulletin type of news 
shows of war days, is on interpre- 
tive and behind-the-scenes reporting, 
astute analysis and new techniques 
in roundups and on-the-spot cover- 
age, such as rapidly éxpanding use 
of tape recorders. CBS, for instance, 
is experimenting with a news strip, 


Upsurge Seen 
In Drug Com 


! 
; 





One phase of radio advertising 
that agency men figure to stage a 
sharp upsurge with the new year is 
that of branded drugs. The ad ex- 
perts in that field point out that drug 
inventories among wholesalers, syn- 
dicates and retailers are at a record 
low level and that the latter are be- 
ginning to buy again in large quan- 
tities. Since the advertising dollar 
is geared by the manufacturer to an- 
ticipated factory sales, this trend 
toward heavier stocking up will re- 
sult in substantially increased budg- 
ets for the coming year. 

The branded drugs cut huge 
chunks out-of their ad outlays last 
winter after wholesalers and syndi- 
cates got worried about prices and 
consumer sales and started to unload 
against inventories. Also to limit 
their buys to the smallest stock pos- 
sible. The manufacturers, caught off 
balance by this sudden reversal of 
irend, ran for cover themselves, 
slashing their radio budgets accord- 
ingly. A case in point was White- 


hall Drug, which clipped off around | 
radio commit- j 


$1,000,000 from its 
ment Another major backtracker 
was Alka Seltzer. 

As it happened, consumer pur- 
chases themselves remained on the 
same level and the continuance of 
such has encouraged the distributors 
and retailers to resume the broaden- 
ing of their inventories. 


Bob Shaw’s Gab Pact 


Robert Shaw, writer of the 
District Attorney” and “Christopher 
Wells” programs, has signed a three- 
year lecture contract with Columbia 
Concerts. Edna Giesen, head of the 
agency's lecture bureau, set the deal. 

Shaw will speak on radio writing 
and production and program trends, 
under the title, “Behind the Micro- 
phone.” 





“Mr. | 


Bob Burns has been contracted by 
| Star Transcriptions for a year’s out- 
{put of weekly half-hour shows sim- 
| ilar in format to last season’s com- 
| edyv-variety pattern. Burns will both 

produce and finance, with Star han- 
dling distribution and promotion. 
| Sample platter for sales crew will be 
| cut before Dec. 1. 

Star Transcriptions was organized 
i'by Cal Swanson, formerly with 
| J. Walter Thompson, Roy Wilson and 
Stanley Wolf. Second deal for the 
new company is being negotiated 
| with Mark Hellinger for his picture 
| properties and star talent. 





Doubling Up on Program 
Sponsor Proved by Test; 
Colgate Following Suit 


Colgate-Palmolive-Peet is the lat- 
est network account to go in for the 
practice of plugging three brands on 
a single half-hour program. It’s fol- 
lowing in the footssteps of such ad- 
vertisers as Bristol-Myers and Ster- 
ling Drug. Previously C-P-P had a 
policy of allocating a single product 
to a program. 

Nielsen studies have disclosed that, 
on the basis of cost per 1,000 listen- 
ers, it was cheaper to have two prod- 
ucts split the bill for two programs, 
with each product sharing half of 
the two shows, than for each of two 
products having their own show. By 
spreading itself over two programs 
under such circumstances a product 
also gets the benefit of a maxi- 
mum number of impressions per 
month. 

Agencies have found it tough sell- 
ing clients on this practice of spread- 
ing a product over more than one 
nighttime show, particularly be- 
cause of the identiftcation factor, buf 
now the value of the theory has 
been proved out by the Nielsen 
audimeter checks. 


NOLL GETS NOD AS 
- NEW WJR MANAGER 


Detroit, Nov. 11. 
Conrad Noll, Jr., has been ap- 
poinied operating manager of WJR, 
Detroit, and will head all WJR op- 
erations directly under Harry Wis- 
mer, assistant to prez G. A. Richards. 
Noll is an attorney and communi- 











KLZ’S KILOCYCLE CONTROLLER 


HARVEY WEHRMAN 


KLZ’s chief engineer has been 
chaperoning KLZ's 560 ke. frequency 
for a dozen years; now has FM 
under his wing, too. KLZ holds one 
of the industry’s best operational 


records. 
KLZ, DENVER. 


8. 000-Woman Riot 
Over Jack Bailey 
No News in Philly 


Philadelphia, Nov. 11. 

A crowd of more than 8,000 
screaming women jammed _§ the 
Pennsy’s Broad Street station yester- 
day (Mon.) to greet Jack Bailey, 
emcee of “Queen for a Day,” trying 
to get tickets for his show at Con- 
vention Hall. Riot calls were sent 
out by police. Bailey had to be 
rescued, lest he be torn apart. 

Fire department details rushed to 
the station and general pande- 
monium reigned. But you wouldn't 
have known it by reading the Philly 
papers, The incident didn’t rate a 
line in the local dailies. It pointed 
up their policy of virtually ignoring 
news which touches on any station 
which isn’t owned by them. “Queen,” 
a Mutual show, is broadcast locally 
by WIP, which has no newspaper 
affiliation, 

Bailey was skedded to give away 
1,000 tickets. Women are sore and 
WIP had no way to explain. 


NBC Personnel Changes 
Continue Youth Accent 
On Net’s Middle Level 


NBC's wholesale realignment of 
personnel in recent weeks, cued 
mainly to an accent-on-youth in ex- 
ecutive capacities and to postwar de- 
velopmerit of the web, was reaching 
into the middle levels this past week, 
resulting in added promotions and 
appointments. 

Theodore Thompson was upped 
from assistant director to director of 
the personnel department, succeed- 
ing Ashton Dunn, who checked out 
to become personnel director of 
RCA Communications. 

Jacob A. Evans was advanced from 
| assistant manager of network sales 
| promotion to audience promotion 
| Manager, and was succeeded by John 
K. Montmeat, who came over from 
Remington Rand, where he was an 
ad copy writer. Evans replaces Roy 
Porteous, who has become assistant 











cations specialist from Springfield, 
| Ill, with wide experience in_ busi- 
-ness management. As a superinteng- 
ent of the Willow Run bomber plant, 
he authored a production analysis on 
|B-24 bombers and co-authored an- 
other book on an Air Service Com- 
,; mand survey. 





S-H-G Still Going Strong, 


Merritt R. Schoenfeld will remain 
with Schoenfeld, Huber & Green, 
‘contrary to widespread reports last 
|, week that he was slated to manage 
WIR, Present prosperity of SH&G 
; wouldn't warrant such a move, ac- 
;cording to Schoenfeld, whe 
‘out the firm has been gathering a 
cabinet of new accounts to dispel 
any idea that SH&G isn’t continuing 
as a going general advertising 
agency. 
| Firm's wholly owned subsid, Green 
| Associates, which produces and sells 
|disk shows including “Leahy of 
| Notre Dame,” has just signed Joe 
| Kelly te a new recorded kid story 
series, 


| ‘I’m Staying’: Schoenfeld 


points | 


director of advertising and promo- 
| tion. 

| Burroughs H. Prince, member of 
the news staff since 1942, was named 
'assistant manager of operations, 
| supervising night. news programs. 
lIt's a newly created title. 

Alton Kastner, assistant editor of 
the press department’s magazine 
section, has been appointed column 
| editor, to supply and coordinate info 
| for radio editors and columnists. 








‘Mutual Documentary On 
Black Market Babies 





| Expose of a black market in baby | 
adoptions, and the reasons for it, | 
will form basis for a Mutual docu- | 


;mentary, “Wanted—A Baby,” cal- 
endared for airing Wednesday, Dec. 
| 10, 9:30-10 p.m. 

| Stanza will be 
|series of three on 


the second in a 
“Your Children 


Today,” planned and supervised by 
| Elsie Dick, the web's director of 
| educational and religious programs. 
| Mitchell Grayson, who directed the 
| initialer on “War Babies,” 
ido the upcoming sequence. 


Back at WSAY 


Monopolistic Charges Are Thrown 


in $12,000,000 Claim 





° ‘ s . > 
Y.&R. Options ‘Candid Mike 
“Candid Microphone,” the wire- 
recorded unaware interview sus- 
tainer Thursday nights on ABC, has 
been’optioned by Young & Rubicam 
for an undisclosed client. The op- 
tion extends until Nov. 19 and the 
price for the package is $3,000. 

The series is performed and owned 
by Julian Funt, writer of the “ ig 
Sister” and “Nora Drake” serials, 
and is exclusive on ABC. 


Year of Heritage 


On 4-Net Agenda 


Four major networks yesterday 
(Tues.) unveiled a “Year of Re- 
dedication” program under which 
they’ll devote a number of their 
regularly scheduled airers, at in- 
tervals during the next 12 months, 
to special broadcasts stressing the 
responsibility of all Americans in 
the maintenance of their heritage. 

Year-long project, undertaken in 
cooperation with the American 
Heritage Foundation, which is spon- 
soring the “Freedom Train,” will be 
launched next month. Program and 
promotion departments of the webs 
are blueprinting the shows, most of 
which will be spotted on forum, 
roundtable and other public service 
stanzas. 


Taft-Headed WKRC Files 
NLRB Charges Vs. Tooters 
Local, Claiming Coercion 


Cincinnati, Nov. 11. 

Countering a_ threatened strike 
Nov. 22 by Local No. 1, American 
Federation of Musicians, to enforce 
its quota system, the only point of 
disagreement for a hew contract, 
WKRC filed charges Friday (7) with 
the National Labor Relations Board 
claiming that the union is violating 
a section of the Taft-Hartley act 
which bans coercion. 

WKRC, the Cincy Times-Star sta- 
tion and a CBS affiliate, is headed 
by Hulbert Taft, Jr.. a cousin of 
Sen. Robert A. Taft, who co- 
authored the bill under which the 
alleged unfair labor practice will be 
tried. 

Terming the union’s quota system 
featherbedding, Taft said his station 
is unwilling to go along with it. 
WKRC has been apportioned 11 
musicians and two leaders under the 
quota system, the union limiting 
each man’s service to 14 hours per 
week, most of it in rehearsal time. 
According to Taft, seven of the sta- 
tion’s musicians have been working 
on the air 30 minutes a week; two 
have been working two and one-half 
hours, and one man has been on the 
air five and one-fourth hours. 


TOM EVERITT INTO 
ABC PROGRAM SPOT 


Tom Everitt, formerly of Young & 
Rubicam’s radio department, moved 
into ABC this week as eastern pro- 
gram manager, a newly created job, 











Barry. Job of national program di- 
rector, which Barry vacated when he 
succeeded Adrian Samish earlier this 
year, presumably is still open. 
Everitt has written for Ellery 
Queen” and is a former editor of the 
radio and newsreel March of Time.” 
He worked with all of Y&R’s shows 
during seven years with that agency. 


Coast CBS Offices | 
To Undergo Reshuffle 


Hollywood, Nov. 11. 
CBS here reshuffles two depart- 








| ments within the next week, moving 
its press department from the main 
building and shifting Ernie Martin's 
“Network Program Department,” 


fountain of Coast-originated t.c.’ers 
| into the four offices and anteroom 
/the drumbeaters vacate. 

Additional property on the street 
| backing the headquarters building, 
acquired some time back, is now 
| partially occupied by the visiting 
| Program Analysis Division of the 


house press boys. 


under program veepee Charles (Bud) ; 


* Mutual attorney Leon Lauterstein 


last week threw the charge of mo- 
nopolistie practices back at Gordon 
Brown, owner of WSAY (Rochester, 
N. Y., indie), claiming that it ig 
Brown and not the networks that's 
the monopolist, 

Charge was made as preliminary 
hearings opened in N. Y. federal 
court in the anti-trust suit filed by 
Brown against Mutual, ABC, CBS 
and NBC, Brown seeks $12,000,000 
triple damages on the claim that the 
webs, through their alleged price- 
fixing practices, eut his station off 
from access to their shows and thus 
to the national ‘advertising market. 
He also asked that the four nets be 
forced to relinquish their owned- 
and-operated stations, 

WSAY has sought a temporary 
injunction to prevent Mutual and 
ABC, two stations presently feeding 
it, from cutting if off when their 
contracts expire today (Wednesday). 
Judge Alfred Coxe declared the 
station is probably not entitled to 
the injunction but would study the 
briefs further before deciding. Sta- 
tion, meanwhile, will continue to 
get ABC and Mutual shows. 

Lauterstein, in answer to Brown's 
charges, claimed the nets had tried 
to “live peacefully” with him but 
found it impossible. He claimed that 
Brown had taken advantage of his 
being the only indie station in 
Rochester by demanding several 
shows from each net and the right 
to discard those he didn’t want on 
20 days’ notice. WBET, new station 
owned and operated by a group of 
|GIs, is. slated to open in Rochester 
within a few weeks and it’s in an- 
ticipation of that that Mutual gave 
Brown notice the contract wouldn't 
be extended. 

In 1943, Lauterstein said, Brown 
in anticipation of a wattage increase 
for WSAY, raised his time charges 
from $160 per hour to $280. For 
comparison, Lauterstein pointed out 
ithat WARC, CBS outlet in Roches- 
ter, today gets only $175 per hour. 
New vet station is also asking only 
$175. In summary, Lauterstein said 
Brown’s allegations in the suit are 
“vague and indefinite.’’, 

WSAY attorney William McGov- 
ern declared the station is not ask- 
| ing for a “standard contract.” All 
|Brown wants, he said, is to prevent 
| WSAY from being cut off network 
| shows. 


Sabbath Music 
Sked Set by CBS 


First-of-the-year realignment of 
CBS’ Sunday afternoon program- 
ming is in the offing, with prospects 
that, except for Howard K. Smith's 
intermission news from London in 
the N.Y. Philharmonic concerts and 
Joseph C. Harsch’s 5:30 commentary, 
the four-hour stretch from 3 to*T7 
p.m. will be solidly musical. 

“Prudential Family Hour” is shift- 
ing Jan. 4 from 5 to 6 p.m. Sponsor 
has been pressing for a different spot 
for months in belief that the show 
would fare better (current rating is 
3.9) in another segment. 

Probability is seen that CBS will 
| pitch the 5 p.m. period to Listerine, 
if the antiseptic outfit’ will go for 
a half-hour Abe Burrows stanza, or 
to Borden’s for a new musical show. 
As an alternative to the 5 o'clock 
Sunday slot, Listerine may be offered 
the Wednesday 9 p.m. period. This 
|would necessitate shifting the Old 
/Gold Show, which occupie: this slot, 
;and speculation is that OG would 
|be offered Borden's 9 o'clock Friday 
segment if the milk and cheese out- 














fit okays a switchover to.5 p.m 
Sundays. 
Six o'clock time for “Family 


| Hour” was opened by the decision 
|to shift Ozzie & Harriet into the 
|web's new Friday night showcase 
| sequence. 


| AlBland Upped at KMOX 


St. Louis, Nov. 11. 

| Program manager's job at KMOX 
-has“@een given to Al Bland, special 
‘events announcer for the CBS-owned 
‘station arid brother of Lee Bland, 
|CBS director of special events. He 
; Succeeds Jack Sexton, who's leaving 
‘to join the program department of 
WBBM, CBS o-and-o outlet in Chi 
| Cago. 

Bland will 








continue to emcee 


also will Research Department, and will also -KMOX's “Quiz of Two Cities” # 


“Bible Quiz” shows. 
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RADIO KEEPS OLD SCHOOL TIE 





Golenpaul s Test Action Vs: AFM 


Seen Sparking 


What is believed in the radio trade¢ 


to: be the precursor to a bombara- | 
ment of legal challenges of James C. 
Petrillo’s various bans was the con:- 
plaint which Dan Golenpaul, owne: 
producer 


ana 
Please” filed Monday (10) with the 
National Labor ‘Relations Board, | 


charging the American Federation of 
Musicians with imposing a regulation 
that violates the Taft-Hartley Act 
Impression pervading the music, as 
well as the radio, industry is that 
other quarters affected by Petrillo 
ukases will seek redress without 
awalliing 
test action. 

With the two industries pretty wee 
that the netwgrks are 


Conv inced 


_- 


Choral Contingent 


Besides “Information, Please” 
the only other: network co-ops 
thus far seriously affected by 
the AFM ban are the Abbott & 
Costello (ABC), Joan Davis 
(CBS) and “Meet Me at 
‘Parky’s” (MBS) shows The 
substitute for the commercial 
bridges in eaeh instance has 
been a chorat. group. 





Alexander's Mediatio: 
Board’ (MBS) might also be 
cited since it formerly used an 
organ. 





headed for a crisis after Jan. 31, the 
expiration date of the present AFM 
contract,-on the issue of musician 


employment by affiliated stations, the | 


Golenpaul petition will, it is antici- 
pated, serve as a spark to bring the 
multiple tensions»(this including the 
ban on phono disks) to a premature 
head. Golenpaul’s move, according to 
legalities, will in any event be fol- | 
lowed closely by labor and industry 
nationally since it involves the {first 
attempt to enforce the anti-feather- 
bedding provisions of the T-H Act. 
The complaint stems from Petrillo’s 
refusal to permit his members to 
work on network co-op shows. 
Golenpaul charges that the taboo not 
only strikes at the anti-featherbed- 
ding clause but constitutes an unlaw- 
ful secondary boycott of “Informa- 
tion, Please.” In his affidavit to the 
NLRB Golenpaul states that when 
Petrillo imposed the ban he sug- 
gested that musicians would be fur- 
nished for co-op shows upon the pay- 
ment of a standby fee equivalent to 
the New York or Los Angeles rate, 
multiplied by the number of stations 
Carrying the show. On the basis of 
“Information’s” 300-odd stations this 
Standby bill, Golenpaul estimates, 
(Continued on page 40) 


FM Getting Int 

It appears that baseball sponsors 
throughout the country have sud- 
denly awakened to the potentiali- 
ties of FM, particularly in view of 
the fact that by t summer those 
FM audiences are to be 


something to be reckoned with. 


Sponsors committed te longierm 
contracts have been poring over the 
legal phraseology to determine 
whether existing pacts also include 
FM pickups. Until now there’s been 
no distinction made in contracts for 
radio bankrolling of baseball be- 
tween AM and FM. By next sum- 
mer there will be a flock of AM sta- 
tions £0ing into the FM subsidiary 
business. 

What the 
wants to know at the 
Will contracts for next 
Sive him a free ride on the FM | 
wavelength, or must he plunk dow n 
additional coin for the FM audience 
And, by the same token, do existing | 
Contracts for next summer embrace 
FM as well as AM? 

As result, the  station-law ver- 
sponsor huddle routine is expected 


“ gain momentum during the win- 
er. 





baseball bankroller 


of “Information, | 


the outcome of Golenpaul’s | 


moment is: | 
summer 


MORGAN, PARE 
TOO FRESH 


Fizdale Taking Over oo ak pe” 
| Vic Ratner’s Operation 


Petrillo Showdown 








show on ABC by Eversharp, plus 
the reported impending exit of Jack 








: Paar as a Lucky Strike st: ard 

Victor Ratner, who rejoined CBS |, * icky 5 rike standa a 

this month as veepee and director |2€4Te™: two of the major casualties | 
; of the 1947-48 season, aceent anew 


of sales-promotion 
announced Monday (10) that the 
activities and operations of his in- 
dependent promotion outfit, the Vic- 


and advertising, the plight of radio in general in its 
attempt 
ness and freshness 
casting picture 


tor M. Ratner Co., will | andl . ‘ 
“ Ra werd Co ill be handled Word of the Morgan-Eversharp di- 
vy Tom Fizdale. ; ‘ 

3 vorce, effective Dec. 3, and the news 
Latter, long active in public rela- |that American Tobacco was ready 
tions, with a publicity setup of his | io throw = 


in the sponge on Paar, re- 
called immediately tg the trade that, 
over the past four or five years. 


own with offices 
Hollywood as 


in Chicago and 
well as New York, 


to Mject an element of new- | 
into the broad- | 


i 
' 
i 
| 


} 


will : headquarter at 515 Madison, ‘only three comedians of major con- | 
N. Y. He'll direct his Gotham pub- sequence managed to hit the com- 
licity operations from there. |mercial jackpot. These were Alan 
——_—— | Young, the Canadian comic brought 

|down by agent Frank Cooper and 

Young & Rubicam for a Bristol- | 

isk- a en Nn ies |Myers sponsorship deal; Morgan, 
}who had been circling the sustain- 

jing kilocycles for some years, and 


trade generally anticipates when the 


season’s initial 13-week cycle ex-| 


| 
| 
Paar. 
a 3 a rom But if the LS/MFT camp carries 
jout the Paar cancellation, as the 
Web Affiliates 
| 


Stations Slam Whole Code Idea, 
678-49, in Secret Poll on Eve 
Of NAB Meet to Decide Its Fate 


+ Chicago, Nov. 11. 


‘ on 599 ° Overwhelming, 13-te-1 siand 
Guild s Touring Booth against the propesed NAB code 





| was voiced by stations reply- 

Fickett’s Plastic Setup Set Teo ing to a private poll conducted 

Travel When Show Goes Out by Raiph Atiass, prexy of 

| WIND, Chi, and Ed Breen, 

Homer Fickett’s plastic booth, | chief of KVFD, Ft. Dodge, fa., 

from which he directs the “Theatre| Atlass announced iate today 
|Guild on the Air,” now part of the; (Tues.). 


organization's entourage, goes travel- 


: Sa “De 
ing with the show when it originates | 


In answer to a question: 


you want to run yeur station 
| from Birmingham the Sunday after | as you think it should be run 
| Thanksgiving. “Guild” then has) ang accept the responsibilty for 
| stated a DettORRaEce of Eugene | its operation without the direc- 
[O'Neill's ~The Straw, with Mary | tion of a Code and a Code 
{Anderson and Robert Mitchum co-/; authority?” 678 stations replied 
PpRET Ing. . | “yes,” only 49 “no.” 
Plastic booth. an innovation in ' 
broadcasting, was first preemed out | In answer to a question: “Do 
of town when “Guild” did “Lady In| you think the newspaper pub- 
the Dark” from Boston. Booth was} lishers — they enjoy govern- 
constructed by show’s sponsor, U. S menial privileges in_ special 
Steel. postal rates, too—would vol- 
untarily aecept regulation and 
regimentation such as is sug- 
gested by NAB?” the stations 


| 


pires, the score will revert back to | 
exactly zero in radio’s bid to inject } 
: a a facelift into the comedic pattern | 
Compton agency has been citing tg counter the sad-sa#a-of-sameness | 
| to network time salesmen a statis- | squawks. 
tical study which it had just com- Y ‘< ‘D tion’ 
P . . Ss 
pleted, showing that the listening omnes —— 


trend is away from the network-af- 
filiated station and is progressively since 
favoring the independent, or record- | out, until 
| playing, outlet. This nibbling away | to give 
of audiences has been particularly | day 


airlanes 
Texaco recently 
him a trial run on its Sun- 
night CBS show. But it’s no 


effective during the daytime. | longer the Alan Young Show, with | 
| Daniel Potter, head of Compton's Tony’ Martin retaining star billing | 
'plans board who directed the study, and major prominence. Paar, who 


his summer 

Jack Benny’s 
which resulted in Amer- 
Tobacco giving him his own 
Wednesday night ABC show, has 
just started to hit his stride, the 
|trade concedes. And Morgan, prob- 
lably more than any other comic on 
the air. has stirred up more com- 
ment for injecting that elusive 
element. of freshness into comedy 
programming. 

It’s a case. many argue, where 
“the Hoopers speak;’ of sponsors 
who tend to perpetuate the year-in- 
year-out cycle of sameness by genu- 
flecting before the Hooper scorecard, 
and making a hasty retreat unless 
they wrap up an impressive Hooper 
at the outset. 

True, in the case of Morgan, the 
cancellation is seen stemming from 
the economic plight of the Ever- 
shdrp outfit and the general tobog- 
ganing that’s hit the pen and razor 
market. But the fact remains that, 
if Eversharp and the Biow agency 
conceded that Morgan was paying 
off rating-wise (his current rating 
|in fhe post-Bing Crosby slot is 6.8), 
jit’s a cinch that he’d continue to 
ifly the Eversharp-Schick banner. 

The Morgan bowout and reported 
Lucky Strike cancellation of Paar 
have significant overtones in terms 


(Continued ¢ on page 38) 


won general kudos for 


| explained last week that he had not 
semester as 


| gone into the programming facets of | fasayet ; 
|the situation but that there was | Strike fillin, 
“clear evidence of a swing away | ©?" 
| tr om network fare.” Potter said | 
that the study covered local Hooper 
reports from the beginning of 1941 | 
through February. 47, and that from | 
the “Hooper standpoint” it demon- | 
strated that the share of audience 
-has been “progressively increasing” 
in the direction of the indie outlet. 

Potter added that his study fur- 
ther disclosed that where new sta- 
tions got going in a community such 
stations drew their audiences in 
much larger quotients from net- 
work-affiliated outlets than from in- 
dependent operations. It was this 
angle that struck Potter as particu- 
larly significant. 


NAB CONVENTION SITE 
NARROWING TO L.A., CHI 


Washingon, Nov. 11. 


Choice of the site for the next 
National Assn. of Broadcasters an- 
nual convention has narrowed down | 
to Les Angeles or Chicago in midd- 
May, according to trade reports here. 
Right now there is more supporSfor 
the L.A. location, though the smaller 
stations are plugging for a central 








| 


Young had been missing’ from the 
his last season’s bow- | 
decided | 


| gram 


j 
| 


Lucky } 


i 


lary. it was said, 





voted 14 “ves” and 697 “no.” 
Atlass said the two questions 
were asked of 1,040 stations. 
Results of the poll have been 
forwarded to NAB, he added, 


Y&R Likes AFRA’s ; 
‘Comedy Theatre’ 


No Action . Likely 
| Prospects that the NAB board of 
& OWlCASE | aircctors will settle upon even a 


compromise version of the proposed 
new standards of practice at the 
code session in Washington starting 
tomorrow (13) dimmed in the light 
of developments during the past 


“Comedy Theatre,” guest-star pro- 
with an AFRA benefit angle, 
is being recommended by Youns & 
Rubicam as’ the replacement or 





\“We, the People” for Gulf. Neitner | week. The developments included 
the agency nor the sponsor has an these: 

option on the show, but the talent There was definite, though unoffi- 
union has promised them first re- | cial, indication that the board will 
fusal. The current cycle for “We, | “move cautiously” in acting on a 


revised code. Any dissenting votes, 
will stay board.action, 

At least a half-dozen 
directors of NAB are committed to 
represent the views of their state 
associations protesting immediate 
adoption of new standards. 

NAB toppers, in huddles in New 
York during the past week with rep- 
recentatives of the American Assn. 
of Advertising Agencies and the 
Assn. of National Advertisers, re- 
ceived “suggestions” from both 


(Continue& on page 42) 


WOXR, N.Y, Hits 
Comm! Jackpot 


One of the biggest sales spurts in 
history of Times-owned WQXR, 
N. Y., has knocked the indie sponsor- 
happy. Siatiion’s salesmen have 
bagged 11 new sponsors, including 
the N. Y. Stock Exchange, since the 


first of November—and all of them 
te bankroll programs, rather than 


the People” extends to mid-Janu- 

Price for “Comedy Theatre” is 
about $15,000 net, including a $2,500 
weekly fee to AFRA, which intends 
using the coin for a welfare fund for 
the members. Balance of the budget 
would go for scripting, music, nom- 
inal fees to stars and scale for the 
regular AFRA cast, etc. Property is 
being handled by Music Corp. of 
America. 

Show would probably be spotted 
in the present Gulf spot, 9-9:30 
Tuesday nights on CBS, although the 
agency and client would like to get 
an easier niche, in view of the 
tough going “People” has had there 
this season against “Amos ’n’ Andy” 
on NBC. However, there’s no im- 


(Continued on page 40) 


sy" , ° 
Vic & Sade’ Reprise 
Chicago, Nov. 11. 

Green Associates, Chicago, is tying 
up a transcribed package that will 
revive “Vice and Sade” series. 

Bit of whimsy folded several years 
ago after long network run. Later 
eame back asa: half-hour show, but 
went nowhere. 


























city to save travel expenses. 
Big headache for the NAB'ers is 
when and how to schedule the 17 
NAB district meetings due to get 
under way in the fall of 1948. Con- 
flict is expected in view of the Con- | 
gressional and Presidential election | 
‘ igns—alw a busy time for 
“te vie ng sg J | Cliffhanger serials, long regarded 
‘ the staple with juvenile audiences, 
. r have about worn out their appeal. 
Draper Lewis Exits CBS That is the conclusion of Robert 
| Maxwell, producer of “Superman,” 
For AFN Post in Germany - ‘Hop Harrigan” and other moppet 
' : a 
Draper Lewis, staff writer at CBS, LSuenneen ower maeap 19 el 
N.Y. for seven years, is leaving the |°" @ 10-year survey, which he ex- 
network Nov. 21 and will fly im-| plained Thursday night (6) at a 
| mediately to Frankfurt, Gertnany, | seminar on children’s shows, heid by 
where he is to be producer-director | the Radio Writers’ Guild, at Hol- 
with the American Forces Network land House, N. Y. 
station in Frankfurt. | According to Maxwell, his charts 
| While in the Army during the war | indicate that 10 years ago about 80° 
on leave from CBS, Lewis was | of the 20,000,000 available kid listen- 
| writer-producer of the GI show (ers preferred adventure serials of 
“Contact Caravan.” Among his CBS | the “Superman” thriller type, while 
writing iobs have been “The Robert | the remaining 20% liked varioc 
Q. Lewis Show,” “Matinee at Mead- | other kinds of programs. Now, Max- 
owbrook,” “School of the Air” and | well says, the figures are reversed, 
“Theatre of Romance.” | with only 20°. of the urchins choos- 


o--———. 


Maxwell, Who Should Know, 
Sez Kids Nixing Cliffhangers 





spots or participations. 

Stock Exchange, getting into radio 
for the first time (although it has 
sponsored a CBS television show), 
bought a weekly 55-minute “Concert 
Hour.” Exchange’s “commercials” 
will plug its role in the country’s 
economic life. Deal is in the nature 
of a test, according to Emil Schram, 
Stock Exchange prexy. and if effec- 


ing cliffhangers and 80% 
other types. 
Maxwell sees the greater competi- 


preferring 





tion presented today by so-called | tivé it may be expanded. 
adult adventure and mystery airers | Longhair indie inked General 
as responsible for the shift in kid Electric Supply Corp. also using 


listening choices. He pointed out radio for the first time (to sell radio 
that research indicates that children | and tele sets), to bankroll two 55- 
remain up an average of one hour|minute “Symphony Hall” airers 
and 50 minutes later at night than | weekly; Davega-City Radio Inc. 
they did 10 years ago. This has en- | advertising Westinghouse radios and 
abied them to hear adult programs, | phonographs, to sponsor three quar- 


and the majority now prefer grown-/|ter-hour “Great Names in Music” 
up _whodunits like “Mr. District periods per week: Schraffis’ restau- 
Attorney” and “Gangbusters,” hejrants to sponsor thrte Monday- 


believes. He thinks the war was a 
factor in the changing trend | Sachs Quality Stores, Wallace & Co. 

Besides Maxwell, speakers at the | (candies), Botany Worsted Mills, 
seminar included Grace Johnson, | and others to various program deals. 


nit 26028 mene ache fay 
ABC supervisor of juve prograins, Tw mang ees 


and Albert Barker, former writer of | Mime 15-minute periods weekly. 
“Terry and the Pirates.” Sheldon WQXR says it’s just about a 
Stark was chairman of the session. record for quick-sealed new biz. 


through-Saturday strips, all musical; 
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20 
‘Mis 


Editors 


to Get The 


Works at NARND 3-Day Conclave 





Cleveland, Nov. 1l. 4 


A verbal spanking by the hand 
that helps feed them is promised the 
Associated Press Managing Editors 
Assn. by Edward R. Wallace, execu- 
tive secretary of the National Assn. 
of Radio News Directors, whose 
convention opens Thursday (13), in 
Washington. 

Wallace, whose headquarters are 
in Cleveland, declared NARND can 
be expected to bandy words on the 


AP’s recent attack on radio as a 
news medium. Radio stations pur- 
chase AP and recently the news- 


gathering agency voted station per- 
sonnel assocate membership in AP. 

Another remark expected to draw 
fire from NARND is the recent 
Newspaper Editors’ resolution assail- 
ing radio as “a parasite on estab- 
lished news gathering agencies.” 

Wallace declared this is “undoubt- 
edly inspired by those few managing 
editors who still live in the days of 
picayune-mindedness.” Wallace de- 
scribed such men as “misguided edi- 
tors making a stupid attack on 
radio.” 

The three-day convention will also 
have an off-the-record White House 
news conference, and hold clinics on 
new trends in news selection; culti- 
vation of news sources; gadgets and 
gimmicks as newsroom time savers 
and use of recording devices in news 
programs. 





Providence Journal In 
FCC FM Okay Despite 
Protests of 3 Mayors 


Washington, Nov. 11. 

Over vigorous opposition of the 
mayors of three Rhode Island towns, 
the FCC last week okayed 4 long- 
delayed FM permit to the Provi- 
dence Journal. Six AM and five 
other FM stations have been au- 
thorized for Providence. 

Commission had before, it pro- 
tests from the mayors of Providence, 
Pawtucket and Woonsocket and an 
“unfriendly” resolution by the 
Rhode Isalnd House of Representa- 
tives. The resolution and letters 
declared city officials had had to buy 
advertising space in the Journal to 
reply to articles and editorials “af- 
fecting their reputation and char- 
acter.” 

City Fathers also argued that the 
station was unnecessary, would not 
serve their interests and would give 
the newsapaper a “virutal monop- 
oly” in news dissemination. An 
FCC majority, hqwever, concluded 
that the Journal had promised to air 
all sides of controversial issues on its 
FM outlet and with 11 other stations 
in the area could not very well 
monopolize the news. 

In a dissenting opinion, Commis- 
sioners Charles R. Denny, Paul 
Walker and Clifford Durr took the 
view the Commission should hold a 
second hearing to give the public of- 
ficials opportunity to air their 
grievances against the newspaper. 
Journal went through hearing with 
other FM bidders last spring. 


BALTO STATION SUED ON 
ALLEGED TIME RESALE 


‘ Baltimore, Nov. 11. 

Suit for $50,000 damages has been 
filed against WFBR, local ABC out- 
let, for alleged resale of radio time 
taken from a regular sponsor. The 
plaintiff, Hercules Ship Maintenance 
Co., ¢laims the station cut 30 sec- 
onds of time from its 15-minute 
weekly program and resold it for 
spot announcements. The damages 
sought are the alleged value of the 
spots, for a 52-week period, the term 
of the contract. 

John E. LaVeck, Hercules presi- 
dent, stated that, in addition to the 
suit, he will appeal the matter to the 
FCC. He claims that besides the 
disputed 30-second spot each week, 
the station was at fault in refusing 
to renew his 52-week contract for 
the 15-minute series. LaVeck had 
used the program to promote vari- 
ous public projects. 


‘Kiddie Hours’s’ 19th Yr. 


Philadelphia, Nov. 11. 

Horn & Hardart Baking Co. has 
signed for another year of sponsor- 
ship of the “Kiddie Hour,” aired 
Sundays over WCAU, making the 
19th consecutive year of sponsorship 
of the program by the restaurant 
chain. 

Clements Co. of Philadeiphia, 
placed the 52-week contract. 








thorities in Germany. 


Radio a Lottery? 
Havana, Novy. 11. 


Recently organized Radio An- 
nouncers Guild will have its own 
building. 

Presideft Grau San Martin has 
donated the receipts of one of the 
weekly lottery drawings for that 
purpose. 


US. Army in Reich 
Asks Radio's Aid 


U. S. Army, intent on utilizing all 
existing media of entertainment and 
communications to help in the re- 
education job in Germany, is cur- 
rently making a pitch fo the major 
American radio broadcasters to 
share financially in the job. Accord- 
ing to Gen. B. G. McClure, chief of 
the Army’s program, huddles on that 
subject have already started. 


American Military Government 
stations in Berlin are woefully lack- 
ing in money and talent to provide 
the type of shows necessary. With 
little likelihood that any further 
funds will be forthcoming from Con- 
gress, the Army hopes to have the 
major radio outfits in America spon- 
sor part of the program. They’ll be 
asked to permit some of their key 
programming men to go to Germany 
and to pay the difference in salary 
in what the men would get on their 
jobs in this country and the Govern- 
ment allowance for such jobs. 


Program also calls for use of the 
legit theatre and for films, Gen. Mc- 
Clure said. As far as films, which 
he termed “very important,” are 
eoncerned, theatres in the American 
zone of Germany are provided with 
packages. Latter consist of a news- 
reel, produced jointly by the.U. S. 
and Britain, a documentary and a 
feature. Features are recommended 
by the Motion Picture Export Assn. 
and then screened by the Army au- 
If there is 
any question about their aceeptabili- 
ty, they’re screened again by Army 
authorities here before being ap- 
proved. 

Army also has an arrangement 
with the British and Russian occu- 
pation forces for an exchange of 
films on a print-for-print basis. To 
forestall the possibility of having to 
send them back and forth across the 
Atlantic, these are either accepted or 
rejected by Army officials in Berlin. 


PHILCO’S $157,209,000 — 
NEW NINE MONTH HIGH 


Philco Corp. reports sales in the 
first nine months of i947 totalling 
$157,209,000 — compared with $72,- 
465,000 in the same period last year 
—setting a new high in the firm’s 
history. Net income for ‘the nine 
months was $5,632,000 after all taxes 
and charges, including an inventory 
reserve of $2,500,000 and a reserve 
for future research expenditures. 

“Present indications,” said prexy 
John Ballantyne, “are that the total 
volume for 1947 should run well 
over $200,000,000.” 


Simon Shuffles Off To 
Buffalo for WKBW Post 


Following transfer of WKBW. 
Buffalo, from Buffalo Broadcasting 
Corp. to the church-owned Broad- 
casting Foundation, Inc., last week, 
Arthur Simon has checked out as 
general-manager of WLIB, N. Y., to 
assume post of exec wiee-prez for 
the upstate ABC outlet. Appoint- 
ment was made by WKBW prexy 
Dr. Clinton H. Churchill, with whom 
Simon had been associated pre- 
viously. Before leaving, Simon de- 
clated that WKBW would undergo 
a program averhauling without any 
drastic personnel changes. 

Meantime, Mrs. Ted O. Thackrey. 
N. Y. Post-WLIB owner, stepped 
into the spot vacated by Simon as 
the indie’s interim exec. Simon de- 
layed shuffling off to Buffalo for 10 
days in order to wind up affairs here 
and act as consultant to Mrs. 

















Thackrey. 





FRANKIE CARLE 


Providence, Rhode Islan@’s boy | 
with the flashing smile and dancing 
fingers is back in New York for a 
return engagement at the Strand 
Theatre, 

Between shows and after mid- 
night, Frankie will be knocking out 
hit tunes for Columbia Recording 
Corporation and Lang-Worth. 
LANG-WORTH, INC., NEW YORK 
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IN NEW YORK CITY... 


Genevieve Rowe, inadvertently included in last week's issue in the 
Artists Committee slate for the coming local AFRA elections, is actually 
a candidate of the Independents....Bernice Judis profiled in current 
Musical Courier....WNEW turned over its plugs on the Douglas Leigh 
blimp last night (Tues.) to the food conservation program... .Ed Cashman, 
Kudner agency’s Coast topper and producer-director of the Tony Martin 
show. in for huddles with Myron Kirk and Texaco execs....Will H. Voel- 
ler, exec veepee of Universal Radio Productions, Hollywood, and manager 
of Universal Recorders, off to Europe on business....Lyman Cameron, 
ex-“Tennessee Jed” announcer, being pitched up by packager Frank 
Cooper as a hillbilly disk jockey....James Gordon Bennett, formerly 
with Atherton Currier agency, into Mutual sales as account exec....Mike 
Foster's new CBS press title is head of trade and features. Dorothy 
Leffler stays as head of the mag section ...Benton & Bowles inking the 
Bituminous Coal Institute to sponsor Al Warner in a “Congress Today” 
stint on WOL, Washington. 

Kenneth Fry, chief of the State Dept.’s international broadcasting divi- 
sion, and John Hayes, manager of WQXR and head of the NAB committee 
on international broadcasting, billed as speakers at the New School of 
Social Research Nov. 19....Ed (“Charlie Chan”) Begley, whose party of 
17 will occupy the President’s box at the Radio Directors’ Guild ball Nov, 
21, leaves immediately afterward for the Coast for a featured role in 
20th-Fex’s “Sitting Pretty”....Jack Barry and “Juvenile Jury” will move 
out of N. Y. for the first time for a sequence Nov, 16 via WGN, Chi..... 
Harry Herman, script chief at J. Walter Thompson, tonight (Wed.) will 
tell the Gagwriters Institute “Where’*Comedy Shows Are Heading.” 

Lyndall Wilson annexed by Dick Bellamy’s flack setup at Benton & 
Bowles. She was formerly in charge of sales promotion and merchandis- 
ing for ABC co-ops....Lee Segall, the original Dr. IQ, who now rung 
KXIL, Dallas, in town for a week on biz....Car? Beier has checked out 
of CBS, where he directed such airers as “Once Upon a Tune,” to join 
his former CBS colleague, Ronald Dawson, in the latter’s indie production 





Bui Mozart for Morning, 
Suits D.C.’s WQQW Fans 


Washington, Nov. 11. 


“Harry James is alright for an 
evening but we would rather wake 
up to Mozart music.” This _ is 
the overwhelming consensus of 3,000 | 
listeners to “good music station” 
WQQW who sat down to writé the 
station last week. The 3,000 com- 
munications resulted from a_ test 
made by WQQW’s new manager, M. 
Robert Rogers, who substituted an 
hour of popular jukebox tunes for 
the usual classical fare aired over 
the station between 7-8 a.m. 


It was the first time since the sta- 
tion went on the air nine months ago 
that its diet of classical disks be- 
twéen sunrise and 9 a.m. had been 
disturbed by jive and re-bop.- So 
many complaints came pouring in 
that WQQW had to hire an after- 
hours switehboard operator to man 
the board during the evening hours 
when the station itself was off the | 
air. 

Having broadcast the popular 
tunes three mornings out of the 
week and solicited listener-reaction 
for six days last week, WQQW man- 
ager Rogers concluded that not one 
of those who wrote in favored sub- 
stitution of the jive on the morning 
show. Most pointed out if they 
wanted popular music and small talk 
before breakfast they could get it 
on any one of 12 other local stations. 
Majority said they had no, objections | 
to “reasonable” commercials slotted 
in the classical offerings, and “a sur- 
prising number” offered to pay a 
subscription fee if that would be the 
only way to keep classical music 
during the early morning. 

Some enclosed checks as concrete 
evidence of their willingness to sub- 
scribe. As a result, Rogers said sta- 











tion has decided to set up a “listen- 
|ers’ fund” for. these unsolicited con- 
| tributions and whenever figure tops 
|$50 (the card rate for an hour of 
morning time) station will carry an 
entire hour of symphony, unbroken 
by any commercial plugs. Program 
will be identified as one paid for by 
listeners and will largely reflect 
their program preferences. 


Rogers said that according to sur- 
vey specialists this overwhelming 
mail response “could indicate a 
listening audience between 20,000 
and 30,000 during the hours which 
were tested.” 


FCC OKAYS TRANSFER 





outfit. They'll collab on Dawson’s “lend-lease script library,” which latter 
says is already being used by 130 stations....Ade Hult, Mutual’s midwest 
veepee, here for web huddles.....Larry Dobkin and Bill Griffis added to 


| “Superman” cast....“Ford Theatre” will have its first live audience next 


Sunday (16) when “Carmen Jones” is aired before the Edgewater, N. J 
Ford Dealers Assn. 

Mutual’s Elsie Dick billed on a panel of the New England Committee on 
Radio in Education annual fall conference Nov. 19-20 in Boston. ...Herald 
Trib’s young adults expert, Dorothy Brandon, and her 17-year-old daugh- 
ter, Joan, a Barnard frosh, being lined up for a mother-daughter stanza 
....-Bartlett Robinson, Linda Reid and Klock Ryder new in “Romance of 
Helen Trent” cast....John Moore added to “Lora Lawton” players... .Mel 
Brandt and Helen Dumas on “Strange Romance of Evelyn Winters.” 

NBC’s General Library, headed by Frances Sprague, is issuing twice 
monthly, for the info of the web’s staff, an annotated list of current books 
and pamphlets on radio and tele....William G. Pocock, formerly copy 
chief, upped to manager of the San Francisco office of Henry von Mor- 
purgo & Co., PR and ad agency....Dwight Weist has narrated a new 
State Dept. film, “Hurricane Circuit,” describing detection of storms in 
Florida....Igor Gorin back in town next week (17-18) for guest shots on 
NBC's “Voice of Firestone” and ABC’s “Paul Whiteman Club.” 

John Gambling is doing his WOR “Rambling” from a bed in St. Luke’s 
hospital. Underwent a hernia operation Saturday (8) and isn’t missing a 
broadcast. He'll do his two stints a day from the hospital for two weeks, 
then from home for a week....Don Pryor, CBS Washington newscaster, 
and Barbara Jones, special aide to the director of “Voice of America” 
broadcasts, wed Sat. (8) in D. C.....Louis M. Heyward, radio scripter, is 
the new head of radio and video in the Emil Mogul ad agency... .Johnny 
Call, radio and legit thesp just back from a 15-month tour opposite Joan 
McCracken in “Bloomer Girl,” into a “Molle Mysteries” role....WOR’Ss 
Bil! Berns Pan-Aming to Europe tomorrow (Thurs.) to wire-record his 
“While Berns Roams” ip London and Paris for two weeks. Spools will be 
flown back for airing. Among other things, he'll cover Princess Elizabeth's 
wedding. 

Barbara Becker, due for motherhood in February, continuing radio 
acting in the meanwhile....Stephen Chase, of “Allegro,” at the Majestic 
theatre, joins the cast of “Hop Harrigan” next week....Joe Moran, v.p. 
at Young & Rubicam, talked on radio last week at City College of New 
York....That same night (Wednesday) Thelma Ritter (Mrs. Moran) was 
getting bumped off again on the “Mr. District Attorney” program. This 
.time she was strangled and stuffed into a furnace. 


IN HOLLYWOOD ... 


Harry Flannery ends 12 years with CBS as one of its top Coast com- 
mentators and moves over to Don Lee for a sponsored news strip. His 
KNX periods will be taken over by Charles Collingwood, who recently 
moved here from New York..,.Vaseline Products and McCann-Erickson 
tossed a 10th anni party for Jean Hersholt and his “Dr. Christian” pro- 
gram that was one of the season’s brightest affairs....Charlie Lung, radio's 
“man of a hundred voices,” will try out most of them in the new NBC 
Saturday morning series, “Funny Paper Adventures of the Air”....John 
Hamm fiew back to N. Y. after session here with Jack Runyon and Milton 
Biow, the latter detouring back east via Frisco.,..Ken Dyke and Harry 
Kopf heading backshome with stopovers at Frisco and Denver....Doris 
Day taking four weeks off from Hit Parade to go into» her starring picture 
-...Bruce Eells, late of Young & Rubicam, is piattering a dramatic series 
with Hedy Lamarr in role of narrator and occasional actress... . Austin 
Peterson east to talk over his Coast problems with Ted Bates and Tom 
Harrington. 

NBC’s western network campaign, executed by Helen Murray Hall and 
Dalpha Fasken Woolley, was adjudged the year’s best by Direct Mail 
Advertising Assn.,...Columbia’s censor, John Meston, nixed spot records 
to exploit the film, “Walter Mitty,” because Gloria Blondell put too much 
sex into her voice...,Art Linkletter makes a guest call on Judy Canova 
Noy. 22, a rarity because “Link” is not an habitual caller on other pro- 
grams and Miss Canova is only an occasional receiver. It’s the result of, 8 
gag spot last season and Linkletter is paying back the guest shot....WOR 
is scouting the town for a program director with the flattering offer of 
20G per annum....Mort Lewis has shut himself off from radio for the 
next few weeks so he can whip out some sketches, on commission by the 


’ 





SALE ON FM’S WGYN, N.Y. 


Washington, Nov. 11. 

FCC last week (6) put its seal of | 
approval on sale of controlling in- | 
terest in FM outlet WGYN, N. Y.} 
from the Muzak Corp. to Charles | 
E. Merrill and the Radio Sales Corp. 
Buyers paid out $31,000 for the extra 
shares. 

At the same time, Commission 
men reported “all quiet” as far as 
any word from Muzak Corp. or 
/owner William Benton on plans to 
\revive work on a subscription or 
)nickel-a-day commercial-free radio 
service. It was believed Benton has 
jabandoned any hope of getting gov- 
ernment okay on this type of opera. | 
tion at this late date. 








Shuberts, for their new Ziegfeld Follies....Death of Alex Robb, one of 
radio's finest, was a hard blow to those who knew him....C. E. Hooper 


| around for a week....Ruthrauff & Ryan ordered an audition record last 


week of “The Comedy Writers Show,” in which four top scripters and a 
guest built up spot situations from gags tossed at them from the audience. 


‘It’s a Cy Fisher-Frank Cooper package and Sam Pierce, headman on the 
Coast for R & R, acted as moderator. 


IN CHICACO .. .- 


Chuck Wiley exited from Mutual last week to head the flack section of 
the Pro Basketball League of America....Ann Estes, ABC receptionist, 
thrilling on “Breakfast Club” this week while Patsy Lee vacations in 
California. Future plans of receptionist songstress include a try at musical 
comedy in New York....Bruno Beghe, WBBM staff musician, skedded for 
one-man show of his canvases at Palette and Chisel club. Included will 


be a portrait of Mrs. Milton Korf, John Harrington's secretary... .Clifton 
Utley speechmaking at Illinois College Nov. 22... .Jackie Robinson guest- 
ing on “Democracy, U. S. A.” in connection with dramatization of his life 


(Continued on page 40) 
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Mix Likely Due On Miller’s Budget 
Plea; Times Vs. Hike In NAB Dues 


‘TOP SHOWS STILL 





Washington, Nov. 11. 


+ 

National Ass'n of Broadcasters | 
execs have given up all hope of | 
winning board approval of the | 
$1,000,000 budget president Justin | 
Miller ‘would like to have to expand | 
NAB activities all up and down the | 
line. As a’ matter of fact, it was | 
believed thagNAB finance committee 
which meets here tomorrow (12) 


Talent costs for all commercial 
network shows have decreased since 
last season. According to VARIETY 
estimates, the total weekly talent 
cost of all evening and daytime pro- 
grams is currently $1,403,650. That 
covers 257 shows in all categories. 

(See chart on page 32 and 33) 


Vaill’s New WNBC Slot 


Charles H. B. Vaill has been shift- 
ed out of NBC promotion to take 
over Charles H. Philips’ spot as di- 
rector of advertising and promotion 
for WNBC, the N. Y. flagship. 
into 











hilips went the weh’s na- : 
seal <a sales department as na On me Desls ed ne ae ae 
| ome emec estimate, last February, the total 
, talent budget for all evening and 

daytime network commercials was 


may stop short of okaying as much| 


$800,000-plus which Miller 
is actually requesting for the kitty. 

Observers believe the NAB 
be lucky to come out of the com- 


as the 


bined finance committee and board | 


meetings this week with any budget 
over $750,000. Last year’s take was 
over $650,000 but is not considered 
adequate to handle new NAB activi- 
ties in program, research and code 
fields. 





General feeling seems to be this is | 


psychologically a bad time to hike 


dues. Several members of the 
finance committee are reported to 
share this view. At least three big 


reasons are reported behind NAB’s| 


“go easy” move on the dues boost; 
(1) threat of some of the low earn- 
ers to pull out of NAB; (2) general 


| son on WSAIL, 


Cincy’s WSAI 


will | 


|almost exactly $1,500,000. That in- 
cluded a total of 225 programs. 


Thus, while the total estimated 
program cost has dropped a trifle 


less than $100,000 a week, the de- 
crease is actually considerably more 
than that because the previous list- 
ing in Fevruary didn’t include com- 
mentators and a few 


Defends Free 





programs in miscellaneous classifi- 

Speech Vs, Taft xs: 
According to Variery’s figures, the 
Cincinnati, Noy. 11. average talent cost for all shows 
Answering a protest by Charles P. | last ee nearly $6,700 per 
Taft, leader of Cincy’s Charter party, week. The se budget for all 
against his alleged kinds of programs is. currently 


“completely one- 
sided and obviously partisan account | 
of city elections” by Joseph Garret- | 
Robert M. Sampson, 


$5,462. The list this season includes 
| 178 evening shows and 79 daytimers. 
(For classification purposes, all Sat- 


| ur y I naayv prog - 
general manager of the station, said | day and Sunday programs are in 


cluded with evening shows, as the 


in a letter “we must lean backwards 


Saturday and Sunday network time 


AIR TALENT COSTS TAKING DIP 





HIGH BRACKETED 


other minor | 


decline in earnings for industry as'|to avoid censoring or doing any- | pce aap Er 
a whole: and (3) fear that smaller,| thing to destroy the mechanisms of Despite ed aiiahts ian: 
ompeting groups may attract those | free speech.” Rw — ree om s: 
che feel NAB costs too much. Taft is from a wing of the family be sony hee Pigg ort “aes ay oe 
nic ; ‘ttee | Which owns the Cincy Times-Star | © “™en’ Dudgets for top shows 
To aid the finance committee, | : WERC and his ¢ laint cenit {are still in the upper brackets. For 
NAB research director Kenneth ane mer a COMPRIS BpRenS instance, there are two shows (Jack 


. Garretson, who is a columnist on 
aker has charted dues scales which ’ 
Bak : . the Cincy Enquirer 


" “} ; y th > fr m 
prep prigy Ph ry renege arty a a newscaster on WSAI for the Shell | 
that while NAB picks up 950; of its) Oil Company, created quite a stir 
a aa from 3% : ,\ locally in radio and press circles. 
*¢ > “oO 070 


of its membership 
of its take from no more 
than 25% of the stations), the smaller | 
outlets account for am increasing 
proportion of the total NAB mem- 
bership and can, if they get suffi- 
ciently stirred up, outvote the big- 
gies. 

For 


Garretson’s paper was strongly 
posed to retaining the 
representation form of 
issue in last 
the Charterites favored and won. 
Complaint by Taft against ,Garret- 
|sOn was made direct to the Shell 
| Oil Co. in the form of a telegram, a 
example, one of the hikes} copy of which was relayed to Samp- 
under consideration is boost of the | son. Here's Sampson's letter to Taft: 
$5 monthly payment by outlets}; “With considerable respect for 
earning $25,000 or less a year t0|your typical viewpoints I would, 
$6 or $7.50. This would mean nO’ nevertheless, challenge your attitude 
more than $15,000 a year to NAB| toward the Joseph Garretson broad- 
at best but some of the little fellows | casts and the relation they have to 


‘ "hc . 
(and 75% proportional 
voting, an 


and dottbles as | 


op- | 


week's election which | 


| Benny and Bing Crosby) 
| $25,000 per week each. Three others 
{Fred Allen, Edgar Bergen and 
Eddie Cantor) are in the $20,000- 
plus bracket. Nine more are in the 
$15,000-$20,000 category. and there 
; are 26 in the $10,000-$15,000 classifi- 
cation. 

However, there are now a number 
| of cooperatively-sponsored programs 
| which, while technically estimated 
|to have relatively modest talent 
| budgets, probably cost considerably 
more on the basis of extensive local 
bankrolling. Also, it’s believed that 
there are fewer shows in the $5,000- 
$10,000 category and more in the 





costing | 


$2,500-$5,000 group than last season. | 





are already kicking. Under 
present scale, which stops at station | 
incomes of $3,000,000 or over a year. 
the top earning stations pay NAB) 
$500 a month in dues. 

NAB’ers feel the small stations 
have most to gain from NAB mem- 
bership although by themselves 
they could never support the organi- 
zation in the manner to which it has 
become accustomed. They point out 
the big fellows are in for “policy” 
purposes, to lend their weight to 
campaigns at FCC and on Capitol 
Hill. The larger stations usually 


the | the sponsor, the Shell Oil Co. 





have their own engineering, research, | 


promotion and advertising -staffs | 
and don’t need NAB services. How- 
ever, NAB men say more often than 
not the wee-watter relies on the| 
NAB for info it gets from no other | 


| 


source and for engineering and | 


business advice it has no 
provide. 


DISK JOCK APPROACH 





Salt Lake City, Nov. 11 
Heavy use of radio by local | 
pcliticos took a new twist last week | 
when candidates for office gave up 
the old practice of delivering 15- 
minute speeches over the air, and 
adopted a disk jockey approach. 


Mayor Earl J. Glade and Commis-' 


sioner» L. C. Romney both spon- 
Sored 15-minute record shows, with 
short plugs between disks. Whether 
radio turned the trick or not, Glade 
was the first mayor of Salt Lake 
City ever to succeed in an affori at 
a second term. 
tained his job. 


Screwball sidelight on the cam- 
Paign was turned up by Al Collins, 
KNAK disk jockey who hits the air 
under the name of Jazzbo. Collins 
Started to pitch a writein campaign 
for Charles Pineus, manager of the 
Utah theatre. Pincus came up with 
851 votes for mayor. 


staff to} 


Let 
me say first that I do not believe 
| your attitude in this respect is typi- 
cal of your clear, liberal thinking 
on oth®r matters. 

“I am convineed that there is a 
misunderstanding about the sponsor- 
pregram relation in radio. There 
was a time when a_ violinist was a 


(Continued on page 38) 


ZARET-SINGER SERIES 
TO PLUG UN IDEAS 


Dongan Go-Ahead 
In WOKO Fadeout 


Washington, Nov. 11. 
WOKO, Albany, was due to have 
signed off the air for good yesterday 
(10) under final order of the FCC 
issued last Station was 
deleted for failure to report ac- 
curate stockholdings over a 12-year- 





week. 


Hy Zaret and Lou Singer who | period. 
wrote “One Meat Ball” and other; At the same time. the Commission 
| pop hits, are now working on ajgave the Governor Dongan Broad- | 


series of one-minute musical -spots | casting Corp. final go-ahead to take 
to plug the United Nations. Duo!over the WOKO wavelength. This | 
composed the racial tolerance jin- | company will use WOKO’s facilities | 
gles, “Little Songs on Big Subjects,” |} on a temporary basis until it gets | 
now heard on over 500 stations |its own 5kw transmitter on the air. 





throughout the country. FCC ordered, however, that this 
This new public series will have |temporary use is conditioned on 
'a couple of spots on the general | |Dongan Corp. filing satisfactory 


Romney also re- | 


/UN theme while others will plug proof that “the facilities of WOKO 


AIDS UTAH POLITICOS 


specific.ideas the UN is trying to|are available through lease or 
get across, such as culture, health, | purchase.” ; Sie 
education, etc. Spots will combine | Filmer Si Fabian’s Van Curler 


narration and music in a dignified | Broadcasting Corp. and the Joseph 
manner, suited to the subjects. | Henry Broadcasting Co.. headed by 
WNEW, N. Y.. which commissioned |WOKO vice president Deuel Rich- 
the series, hopes to have it distrib- | |'ardson, were rejected bidders for 
uted generally through the UN | the WOKO slot. 

radio section, which approved the| On the same day, WORL, Boston— 
whole idea. Spots will be available | under FCC orders to vacate the 
about Jan. 1. when WNEW will air | ether by Nov. 30 for failure to 


them. |report stock purchases made in 
Drys Cite WCAU 





| 1937-39—filed notice of appeal with 
| the U. S. Court of Appeals for the 
District of Columbia. 

John Southmayd, attorney for the 


Easton, Pa., Nov. 11. | station, leaned heavily on the dis- 
Lehigh Valley Methodist Minis-jsenting opinion of FCC Commis- 
terial Assn. has protested to WCAU,|sioner FE. K. Jett in his appeal. 


‘Philadelphia, against alleged refusal 
| by station to sell time on air to tem- 


| Southmayd’s brief hits hard at con- 
tention that WORL case is of same 


| perance forces of Pennsylvania. type as WOKO. Difference, as he 
| Charge was made that the station!and Jett see it. is that the Beston 


station men had no reason to conceal 
their purchases or no “intent to 
deceive the government.” 


sells time to the liquor industry but 
refuses to sell time to temperance 
groups. 





MBS Gets What It Wants and Enters 
Both Research Camps, BMB & Hooper 





James’ Role Eased 


Even if Mutual had not re- 
entered the BMB camp, E. P. H. 
James, MBS veepee — in 
of research, promotion and ad- 
vertising, would have continued 
on BMB'’s board of directors. He 
was elected to the board as a 
representative of the National 
Assn. of Broadcasters, not 
web official, and BMB toppers 
were quick to point out that 
James, despite his role as chief 
salesman for MBS’ “listenability” 
claims, was welcome to stay a 
BMB director. 

Web’s decision to stay in BMB, 
however, considerably eases 
Jimmy James’ dual role. 


Memphis Makes 
History by Its 
Court Airing 


Nov. 11 
radio. his- 
Wednesday (5) by 
the first time in the 
actual testimony of 
recorded on-the-spot in a 
courtroom hearing. 

It happened to be a Congressional 
| committee investigation—something 
|never before broadcast in these 
parts—and that made it a double 
achievement when the station was 
able to move in to the hearing and 
record the testimony as it was given 
| for purposes of rebroadcast. 
|. WMPS placed its wire-recorder 
and microphones at the witness 
stand and judge’s bench of the fed- 


charge 


as a 








Memphis, 

WMPS, Memphis made 
tory here last 
| presenting for 
| midsouth 
| nesses 





* Mutual 


| Hooper, 


| to $960, 


Broadcasting System de- 
cided last week to get back into twe 
research camps—BMB’s and Hoop- 
er’s The web’s toppers, while 
pointing out that there’s no connec- 
tion between the two actions, admit 
that both grew out of the network 
finally “getting what it wanted” out 
of its deals with the Broadcast Meas- 


urement Bureau and .C. E. Hooper, 
Inc. 
In the case of BMB. it was as- 


sumed assurance—to be implemented 
by a “special network committee” 
with Mutual prexy Edgar Kobak as 
one of the members—that BMB will 
vastly improve its nationwide listen- 
ing measurements. In the case of 
whose rating service Mutual 
dropped last June, it was a knock- 
down in monthly fee from $1,200, 
which Hooper demanded at the time 
he doubled his rates to the webs, 
representing the same 60% 
increase which CBS and NBC agreed 


| +0 


| Mutual came through with “un- 
| conditional” surrender to BMB 
come-on-in urging last Wednesday 


wit- | 


| U.S. study, was 


eral district court located in the 
United Bost Office Building here | 
and picked up on-the-scene testi- 


|mony of the highly important Con- 
| gressional investigation of the Mem- 


nesses who paraded before the pre- 
siding Congressmen who came here 
to conduct the hearing. 


son handled the 
duties for WMPS, 


broadcasting 
while 


torical program. 





STILL ALL SNARLED UP 


Washington, Nov. 11. 

Strike of AFRA at daytime station | 
; WOOK ‘here moved inte its 12th day> 
yesterday (10) with no settlement 
in sight. Four announcers and a 
| disk jockey at» the station walked | 
out, charging owner Richard Eaton 
| with attempts to kill union organi- 
zation and firing those employees 
who evidenced interest in an AFRA 
contract. 

False alarm on a settlement was 
nosed around town last week when 
owner Eaton took to the air to ex- 
plain that WOOK was “just a big 
happy family once more.” Seems 
he meant he had hired almost a 
|complete new staff. It is AFRA’s 
first. strike here in seven years. 


Poll Shows Cincy’s Bus 
Riders Want Their Radio 


Cincinnati, Nov 11. 

Radio reception on busses is a cer- 
tainty for Cincy. The first 
poll of a month’s test on one gas and 
one trolley bus completed on Mon- 
day (10), shows 98% riders in favor 
of continuing programs by FM sta- 
tion of WKRC. 








11 a.m. of music and news. 


ing ballot Questions, 31% 
wanted more music, 13° wanted 


more news and 4% wanted other 





programs, 


(5) following a BMB exceutive com- 
, mittee meeting, with Kobak present, 
in which a resolution was intreduced 


and seconded, but never called to a 
vote, to dissolve BMB. The final 
piece of pressure on Mutual 


climaxed a series of maneuvers to 


egg the recalcitrant network into 
“marching four abreest” with the 


other three webs into the BMB camp 
again. 

Mutual, which had sunk a reported 
$180,000 into its “listenability” engi- 
neering survey to offset the web’s 
coverage showing in BMB’s initial 
“not ready” to.go for 
another round of BMB, Kobak main- 
tained. Meantime, ABC, CBS and 
NBC inked BMB renewals—condi« 
tional upon Mutual doing the same. 
But Kobak wouldn't budge. 

What finally moved him was 
agreement by BMB toppers to a pro- 
posal that various BMB committees 
sit down with a “network commit- 
tee’ to consider “special network 
problems, in much ‘the same manner 


'as BMB committees have previously 


conferred with representatives of 
small market stations, station reps 


/and other groups,” 


|phis housing situation. The 24- 
minute broadcast was wire-recorded 
in the packed federal court and} 
aired the accounts of local wit- 


| 


‘Network’ Committee 
The “network” committee is ex- 
pected to be composed of Kobak, 
CBS prexy Frank Stanton, who has 


' been almost but not quite as vo- 


Special events announcer Hal Ben- | 
Matty and _ standards, 


Brescia, WMPS’ Promotion Manager, | manager of KLZ, CBS affiliate in 
arranged and directed the now his- | 


AFRA-WOOK, D.C., STRIKE « 


| 


| ice events in the N. Y. 


cal as the Mutual head in his dis- 
satisfaction with BMB_ techniques 
and Hugh Terry, 


Denver. 

Exactly what the committee ex- 
pects to accomplish with respect te 
network problems in BMB is not 
clear. Kobak said last week he was 
not prepared” to” get down to par- 


— on page 44) 


Q’ DWYER NOD TO SIEGEL 
WINS N.Y. B’CASTERS OK 


Mayor O’Dwyer's swearing in of 
Seymour N. Siegel as director of 
communfeations of New York City’s 
Municipal Broadcasting System last 
Thursday (6),was a move generally 
greeted with hearty approval by the 
commercial broadcasters of the mei- 
ropolitan area. Latter are of the 
feeling that Siegel not only has done 
an outstanding job as WNYC’s pro- 
gram director since 1934, and as act- 
ing station director since Morris 
Novik’s checkout’ in 1946, but has 
capably pursued his unofficial role 
as radio coordinator of public serv- 
area 

Siegel, in addition to these duties, 
for the past two years has concen- 
trated on building WNYC-FM'’s pro- 





| gramming as an auxiliary outlet to 


week | 


|is from a Republican family. 


Sample airings are from nine to | 
Answer- | Siegel of the N. Y. court of domestic 


riders relations. 


the AM station. 

Radio circles also noted that “Sy” 
Siegel’s permanent appointment rep- 
resented a bypassing of politics by 
Mayor O'Dwyer, inasmuch as Siegel, 
while definitely liberal in his views, 
He is 


the son of the late Justice Isaac 


Siegel is-a native New Yorker, 39, 
and married to Nancy Davids, free- 
lance writer. 
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T for Traveling. In the case of shows having more than one writer only the head writer is listed.) (Co-op Shows are estimat 
by initials are Dancer-Fitzgerald-Sample; Foote, Cone & B 
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Commission or Time Charges 


N for New York, C for Chicago, H for Hollywood, W for Washington, D for Detroit, L for Louisville, 
ed at base rate.) Agencies listed 
elding; Doherty, Clifford & Shenfield; Buatien, Barton, Durstine & Osborn; Sullivan, 


Stauffer, Colwell & Bayles. 


Wednesday, November 12, 1947 





Program Costs: 1947-48 


Nighttime and Daytime Overall Costs Include Production Expenses, Actors, Musicians, Writers, Royalties, 
Freelance Directors, Transportation, Prizes, Etc., But Not Commercial Announcers, Agency Directors, Agency 
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PROGRAM ORIG. NETWORK COosT SPONSOR AGENCY PRODUCER WRITER 
Abbott & Costello H ABC $6,500 Co-op None Don Bernard Eddie Forman 
Lee Adams a CBS 500 Omnibook Schwab & Beatty Harry Ridgley Lee Adams 
Adventurers Club Cc CBS 2.700 Sheatfer Pen Seeds Jack Simpson Russ Young 
Aldrich Family N NBC 14,500 General Foods Young & Rubicam Ed Duerr Joudry-Dinsdale-Tokar 
Fred Alien N NBC 22,500 Standard Brands Thompson Howard Reilly Fred Allen 
America’s Town Meeting N ABC 3,500 Co-op None Leonard Blair None ° 
American Album N NBC 5,500 Bayer Dancer-Fitzgerald-Sample Frank Hummert Staff 
American Forum Ww MBS 4.000 Pilot Radio Grey Irvin Sulds Theodore Granik 
American Melody Hour N CBS 4,500 Bayer Dancer-Fitzgerald-Sample Frank Hummert Staff 
American Radio Warblers Cc MBS 1,250 American Bird Products Weston-Barnett Staff Staff 
Amos ’n’ Andy H NBC 18,000 Lever Bros. Ruthrauff & Ryan Glenn Middleton Robert Ross 
Archie Andrews N NBC 3,000 Swift J..Walter Thompson Ken MacGregor Carl Jampel 
Corliss Archer H CBS 4,000 Campbell Soup Ward Wheelock Bert Prager Carroll Carroll 
Jack Armstrong H ABC 2,200 General Mills Knox-Reeves James Jewell James Jewell 
Jan August N MBS ae Revere Camera Jones Frankel Judith Brennan Judith Brennan 
Aunt Jenny N CBS 2,000 Lever Bros, Ruthrauff & Ryan Robert Steele Freelance 
Gene Autry H CBS 6,000 Wrigley Ruthrauff & Ryan Bill Burch Cottonseed Clark 
Backstage Wife N NBC 2.200 Dr. Lyons-Energine D-F-S Fred Weihe Ruth Borden 
Jim Backus H MBS 1,750 Pharmaco Ruthrauff & Ryan Stuart Garner James & Helen Backus 
Jack Benny H NBC 25,000 American Tobacco F.C. & B. Hilliard Marks Sam Perrin 
Jack Berch N NBC 4.000 Prudential Benton & Bowles Herb Leder Faith Fay 
Edgar Bergen H NBC 20.000 Standard Brands Thompson Earl Ebi Zeno Klinker 
Milton Berle N NBC 7,500 Philip Morris Biow Paul Monroe Nat Hiken 
Beulah H CBS 3,000 Procter & Gamble D-F-S Tom McKnight Hal Kantor 
Big Break N NBC 10,000 Adam Hats Biow Lester O’Keefe Welbourn Kelley 
Big Sister N CBS 2,500 Lever Bros. Ruthrauff & Ryan Ted Huston Julian Funt 
Big Story N NBC 4.500 Pall Mall F. C. & B. Harry Ingram Freelance 
Big Town N CBS 3,000 Sterling Drug Pedlar & Ryan Jerry McGill Jerry McGill 
Martin Block H MBS 2,500 Co-op None Staff Staff 
Bleck Party N MBS 4,500 National Guard Gardner Roland Martini Perry Lafferty 
Blondie H CBS 6,500 Colgate Wm. Esty Don Bernard Johnny Green 
Boxing Bouts N ABC 3,500 Gillette Maxon Staff Staff 
Break the Bank N ABC 3,500 Bristol-Myers D. C. & S. Jack Rubin None 
{ Toni Shampoo } (F.C. & B.) 
Breakfast Club ce ABC 8,000 { Swift {Hutchins } Cliff Peterson None 
| Philco | Thompson J 
; { Procter & Gamble § Compton 1 J. Masterson Vance Colvi 
Breakfast in Hollywood H ABC 5,000 ) Kellogg j i Kenyon & Eckhardt J > 
Fanny Brice H CBS 12,500 General Foods Young & Rubicam Walter Bunker Jesse Oppenheim 
Bride & Groom H ABC 4.500 Sterling Drug D-F-S Marvin Beck John Reddy 
Burns & Allen H NBC 16,000 General. Foods Benton & Bowles Al Kaye Paul Henning 
Can You Tep This? N NBC 6,500 Colgate Bates Allan Dingwell None 
Judy Canova H NBC 11.500 Colgate Bates Joe Rines Hoople-Fox ° 
Eddie Cantor H NBC 20,000 Pabst Warwick &. Legler Vick Knight Jay Sommers 
Nick Carter N MBS 3,500 Cudahy Grant . Jock MacGregor Freelance 
Club 15 H CBS 14,000 Franco-American Ward Wheelock Diana Bourbon Carroll Carroll 
Capt. Midnight Cc MBS 2,200 Ovaltine Blackett Kirby Hawkes Kirby Hawkes 
Cavalcade of America N NBC 7,500 DuPont B. B. D. & O. Jack Zoller Freelance 
Charlie Chan N MBS 3,500 Pharmaco Ruthrauff & Ryan Chick Vincent Alfred Bestor 
Checker Jamboree ¥ MBS 3,500 Ralston-Purina Gardner Charles & William Brown Charles & William Brown 
Club Timé © ABC 1,000 Club Aluminum Swaney, Drake & Bement Don Husted Henry Selinger 
Bing Crosby H ABC 25,000 Philco Hutchins Bill Morrow Bill Morrow 
Contented Hour N NBC 8,500 Carnation Erwin Wasey Joe Brattain Albert G. Miller 
Counterspy N ABC 4,500 Schutter Candy Schwimmer & Scott William Sweets Palmer Thompson 
County Fair N CBS 4,500 Borden Kenyon & Eckhardt Leonard Carleton Robert Quigley, Jr. 
Nancy Craig N ABC 2.000 Co-op None Warren Somerville Nancy Craig 
Crime Photographer N CBS 2,500 Anchor-Hocking Weintraub Ld John Dietz Alonzo Dean Cole 
Betty Crocker Cc NBC 1,500 Gen. Mills _ Knox-Reeves Homer Heck ‘Margaret Husted 
Curtain Time ts NBC 3,000 Mars Grant Harry Holcombe Freelance 
Stella Dallas N NBC 2,000 Phillips D-F-S Richard Leonard Helen Walpole 
Darts fer Dough H ABC 2,000 Dr. Pepper Tracy-Locke Bert Mitchell Ed McKean 
Date With Judy H NBC 5,000 Tums Roche, Williams & Cleary Helen Mack Ailecn Leslie 
Elmer Davis WwW ABC 1,500 Co-op None Staff Elmer Davis 
Joan Davis H CBS 7,000* Co-op CBS Dick Mack Abe Burrows 
Dennis Day H NBC 8,500 Colgate Bates Bill Harding Frank Galen 
Dr. Christian H CBS 4,500 Chesebrough McCann-Erickson Dorothy McCann , Freelance 
_ Dr. I. Q. Cc NBC 6,500 Mars Grant Evelyn Elam Evelyn Elam 
Double or Nothing. H CBS 3,000 Campbell Soup Ward Wheelock Diana Bourbon David Greggory 
Morton Downey ¢ N MBS 5,000 Coca-Cola D’Arcy Paul Lewis Staff 
Galen Drake N ABC 1,500 Kellogg Kenyon & Eckhardt Staff Galen Drake | 
Nora Drake N NBC 2,500 Toni Shampoo F.C. & B. Charles Irving Julian Funt 
Duffy’s Tavern H NBC 9,500 . Bristol-Myers Young & Rubicam _Tony Stanford Vincent Bogert 
Jimmy Durante H ABC 15,000 Rexall Ayer Phil Cohan Stan Davis -f 
Ethel & Albert N ABC 1,500 Co-op None Bob Colton ¢ Peg Lynch 
FBI in Peace & War N CBS 6,000 Procter & Gamble Biow Max Marcin Finke-PeHetier 
Fact or Fiction Cc ABC 750 - Brown & Williamson Seeds Jack Simpson Judy Tom 
Percy Faith N CBS 7,500 . Coca-Cola D'Arcy Paul Lewis Robert Simon 
Family Hour . N CBS 10,000 Prudential Benton & Bowles Les Harris Staff 
Famous Jury Trials N ABC 3,000 General Mills D-F-S Charles Powers ’ Freelance 
Fat Man N ABC 5,000 Norwich Pharmacal Gumbinner Clark Andrews Freelance 
Faye-Harris H NBC 12,000 Fitch Ramsey Paul Phillips Dick Chevillat 
Fibber McGee & Molly H NBC 17,500 Johnson & Son Needham, Louis & Brorby Frank Pittman Den Quinn 
Jimmy Fidler H ABC 1,750 Carter Sullivan, Stauffer Joseph Thompson Jimmy Fidler 
First Nighter H CRS 3,000 Campana Wallace-Ferry-Hanly Joseph Ainley Freelance 
Fish & Hunt Club N MBS 1,750 Mail Pouch Walker & Downing Victor Seydel Dave Newell 
Ford Theatre N NBC 13,000 Ford Kenyon & Eckhardt George Zachary Freelance 
Front Page Farrell N NBC 2,000 Whitehall Pharmacal D-F-S Arthur Hanna Varied — 
Arthur Gaeth N MBS 500 United Electrical Workers Moss & Arnold Staff Arthur Gaeth 
Gangbusters N ABC 5,000 Waterman Pen Reach William Sweets Stanley Niss 
Give & Take N CBS 3,750 Toni Shampoo F.C. & B. John Carney None 
Atthur Godfrey (Daytime) N CBS 6,000 Chesterfield Newell-Emmett Will Roland Staff 
Grand Central Station N CBS 3,500 Pillsbury McCann-Erickson Martin Horrell Freelance 
Grand Ole Opry Nashville NBC 4,500 Camel Esty Al Foster Ed Birnbriger 
Grand Slam N CBS 1,500 Continental Baking Bates Irene Beasley Lillian Schoen 
Great Gildersleeve H NBC 12,500 Kraft Needham, Louis & Brorby Francis Van Hartesveldt Andy White 
Greatest Story N ABC 7,000 Goodyear Kudner Marx Loeb Henry Denker 
Green Hornet N ABC 3,000 General Mills Knox Reeves Staff Staff 
Guiding Light H CBS 2,500 Procter & Gamble Compton Gordon Hughes Irna Phillips 
David Harum N CBS 2,500 Babbitt Duane Jones Martha Atwel 
Harvest of Stars N NBC 11,000 International Harvester McCann-Erickson Glan Heisch a non 
Bob Hawk N NBC 6,000 Camel Esty Chas. White Bob Hawk 
Dick Haymes H CBS 12,000 Auto-Lite Ruthrauff & Ryan Sam Pierce Dick Conway 
Headline Editien N ABC see Crawford Clothes Lefton John Madigan Taylor Gleenh 
Heart's Desire H MBS 2,500 Philip Morris Biow Dave Grant None 
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PROGRAM ORIG, NETWORK COST SPONSOR AGENCY PRODUCER WRITER 
{Carter } _{ Durstine } 
Gabriel Heatter N MBS 6,000 {Serutan } {S8.S.C. & B.} Max Heatier Gabriel Heatter 
® | Noxzema | LS. S.C. & B.} 
Gabriel Heatter N MBS 1,500 Mutual Benefit Meyerhoff Wilfred Roberts Gabriel Heaiter 
Bill Henry Ww CBS 1,500 Johns-Manville Thompson Staff Bill Henry 
Here’s to You N CBS 5,000 Hires Ayer Henry Hull, Jr. Alton Alexander 
Highways in Melody N NBC 5,500 Cities Service Ivey & Ellington James Haupt Richard Dana 
Hint Hunt ‘ CBS 3,000 Armour F.C. & B. Georgene O'Donnell None 
Hollywood Star Previev H NBC 4,000 American Home Products Sullivan, Stauffer Joe Thompson Freelance 
Hep Harrigan : N MBS 2,500 Taylor Reed Ruthrauff & Ryan Robert Maxwell Albert Aley 
Bob Hope H NBC 18,500 Lever Bros. F.C. & B, Bob Stephenson Norm Sullivan 
Houf of Charm N CBS 7,500 Electric Light & Power Ayer Joe Ripley Staff 
House of Mystery N MBS 3,000 General Foods Benton & Bowles Olga Druce Freelance 
House Party H CBS 5,000 General Electric Young & Rubicam John Guedel John Guedel 
Eddy Howard C NBC 4.500 Scheaffer Pen Seeds Staff Staff 
Information, Please N MBS 10,000 Co-op None Dan Golenpaul None 
Inner Sanctum N CBS 5.000 Bromo+Seltzer B. B. D. & O. Hi Brown Freelance 
Inside Sports . N MBS 1,500 Bayuk Ivey Staff Brandt-Commiskey 
It Pays to Be Ignorant N CBS 5,000 Phifip Morris Biow Herb Polesie Ruth Howell 
Burl Ives H MBS 1,500 Philco Hutchins James Burton D. Friedkin 
Johnson Family H MBS 750 Co-o; None J. C. Lewis James Scribner 
Al Jolson H NBC 14,500 Kraft Thompson Ezra McIntosh Manny Manheim 
Lorenzo Jones N NBC 2,000 Phillips-Bayer D-F-S Stephen Gross Ted & Mathild Ferr« 
Spike Jones N CBS 7,500 Coca-Cola D’Arcy Hal Fimberg Hal Fimberg 
Joyce Jordan N NBC 2,200 Procter & Gamble D-F-S Arthur Hanna Margaret Sangster 
Just Plain Biil N NBC 1.750 Anacin D-F-S Norman Sweetser Winifred Wolfe 
Juvenile Jury N MBS 2,000 Gen. Foods Benton & Bowles Hoyt Allen Dan Ehrenreich 
H. V. Kaltenbern N NBC 4,500 Pure Oil ” Burnett Wayne Howell H. V. Kaltenborn 
Katie’s Daughter N CBS 2,000 Manhattan Soap Duane Jones Joseph Mansfield Helen Walpole 
Dorothy Kilgallen N ABC 1,000 Drackett Young & Rubicam Cy Pitts Dorothy Kilgallen 
King Cole Trio N NBC 1,350 Wildreot B. B. D. & O. Walter Tibbals Staff 
Kay Kyser H NBC 10,000 Colgate Ted Bates Frank O'Connor Lou Fulton 
Ladies Be Seated c ABC 3,000 ! ae sp ga cera aay Chuck Acree Phil Patton 
Land of the Lost N ABC 3,000 Bosco MecCann-Erickson Cyril Armbrister Barbara Miller 
Hawk Larabee H CBS 3,000 Co-op CBS William Robson Jack Neuman 
Lassie H ABC . 2,100 Red Heart Henri, Hurst & McDonald Henry Stewart Hobart Donovan 
Lora Lawton N NBC 2.500 Babbitt Duane Jones Martha Atwell Elizabeth Todd 
Let’s Pretend N CBS 2.500 Cream of Wheat B. B. D. & O. Nila Mack Nila Mack 
Fulton Lewis WwW MBS 4,500 Co-op None Fred Morrison Fulton Lewis 
Life Can Be Beautiful N NBC 3,000 Procter & Gamble D-F-S Oliver Barbour Bixby-Becker 
Life of Riley H NBC 11,000 Procter & Gamble Benton & Bowles Irving Brecher Alan Lipscott 
Light of the World N NBC “2,000 General Mills D-F-S Basil Loughrane Katharine Seymour 
Victor Lindlahr N MBS 1,500 Serutan Durstine Staff Victor Lindlahr 
Listening Post N ABC 1,500 Satevepost B. B. D. & O. Henry Klein Jim Cominos 
Lone Ranger D ABC 2,500 General Mills D-F-S Charles Livingstone Fran Striker 
Lum ’n’ Abner H CBS 4,500 Miles Lab, Wade Forrest Owen Lauck-Goff 
Ma Perkins N Area 3,500 Procter & Gamble eeu Edwin Wolfe itn Wiitlre 
Ted Malone N ABC 2,000 Westinghouse McCann-Erickson Wylie Adams Ted Malone 
Man Called X H CBS 6,500 Frigidaire Foote, Cone & Belding Jack Johnstone Les Crutchfield 
Manhattan Merry-Go-Round N NBC 5,500 Dr. Lyons D-F-S Frank Hummert Staff 
Tony Martin H CBS 14,000 Texaco. Kudner Ed Cashman Norman Paul 
Perry Mason N CBS 2,500 Procter & Gamble D-F-S Patricia Bowman Irving Vendig 
Mayor of the Town H ABC 8,000 Noxzema S. 8. C. & B. Jack Van Nostrand Tazewell-St. Clair 
Ed McConnell H NBC 3,000 Brown Shoe Co. Burnett Hobart Donovan Hobart Donovan 
Mediation Beard N MBS 2,500 Co-op None A. L. Alexander None 
Meet the Meeks & NBC 3,500 Swift Thompson Les Weinrott Les Weinrott 
Meet Me at Parky’s H MBS 6,000 Co-op MBS Maurice Morton Einstein-Harris 
Metropolitan Opera N ABC 10,000 Texaco Buchanan Staff Staff 
Vaughn Monroe N cBs * 7,500 Camel Esty Wendell Adams Staff 
Henry Morgan H ABC 5,000 Eversharp Biow Dick Woollen Joe Stein 
Mr. & Mrs. North N CBS 6,000 Colgate Sherman-Marquette John Loveton Gene Wang 
Mr. District Attorney N NBC 8,000 Bristol-Myers D. C. & S. Ed Byron Bob Shaw 
Mr. Keen N CBS 3,200 Kolynos D-F-S Richard Leonard Lawrence Klee 
Murder & Mr. Malone H ABC 3,500 Wine Growers Honig Cooper William Rousseau Craig Rice a 
Edward R. Murrow N CBS 3,000 Campbell Soup Wheelock Staff Edward R. Murrow Bi? 
My Friend Irma H CBS 6,500 Lever Bros Young & Rubicam Cy Howard Cy Howard 
My True Story N ABC 2,500 Libby Thompson Charles Warburton Margaret Sangster 
Mystery Theatre N NBC 2,250 Molle Young & Rubicam Frank Telford Freelance 
National Farm & Home . € NBC 3,500 Allis-Chalmers Gittins Herb Lateau Bob Carmen 
Newscope H MBS 2,000 Kaiser-Frazer Corp. Swaney, Drake & Belmont William Greene William Greene 
Old Gold Show H CBS 18,500 Lorillard Lennen & Mitchell Mann Holiner Phil Rapp 
One Man's Family H NBC 8,500 Standard Brands J. Walter Thompson Carlton E. Morse Carlton E. Morse 
Our Gal Sunday N CBS 2,000 Anacin : D-F-S Stephen Gross Jean Carroll 
Ozzie & Harriet H NBC 9.000 International Silver Young & Rubicam Ted Bliss Ozzie Nelson 
Jack Paar H ABC 8,500 American Tobacco F.C, & B. Bob Nye Hal Kantor 
Louvella Parsons H ABC 2,500 Jergens Orr Richard Diggs Louella Parsons 
Drew Pearson Ww ABC 5,000 Lee Hats Weintraub William Neal Drew Pearson 
People Are Funny H NBC 7,500 Brown & Williamson Seeds John Guedel Jack Stanley 
Pepper Young’s Family N NBC 2,500 Procter & Gamble Pedlar & Ryan Chick Vincent Elaine Carrington 
Portia Faces Life N NBC 2,700 General Foods Benton & Bowles Hoyt Allen Mona Kent 
Prof. Quiz T ABC 4,000 American Oil Katz Edward Fitzgerald Nore . 
. {Miles Lab. } {Wade _ ) 
: ‘ ig , ; 
Queen for a Day H MBS 4.000 pone are aay et ieee & Presbrey) , Jim morepe ‘Don Victor 
| Armour \F. Cc. & B, 

Quick As a Flash N MBS 2,500 Helbros Weintraub Dick Lewis Gene Wang 
Quiz Kids € NBC 6,500 Miles Lab. Wade John Lewellen None 
Radio Theatre H CBS 18,500 Lever Bros. J. Walter Thompson Fred MacKaye Sandy Barnett 
RCA Victor N NBC 9,000 Radio Corp. Thompson Geo. Voutsas Jack Wilson 
Reader’s Digest ~N CBS 9,000 Hallmark Cards F.C. & B. Marx Loeb a Freelance 
Real Stories N MBS 2,500 Whtehall Pharmacal D-F-S Ernest Ricca Freelance 
Renfro Valley Folks L CBS 7,500 Ballard & Ballard Henri, Hurst & McDonald Al Staas None 
Right to Happiness N NBC 2,500 Procter & Gamble Compton Fayette Krum John M. Young 
Road of Life N NBE 2.900 Procter & Gamble Compton David Lesan Howard Teichmann 
Romance of Helen Trent N CBS 2,400 Kolynos D-F-S Ernest Ricca Marie Baumer 
Billy Rose N MBS 2,500 ese PO, Erwin Wasey Joseph Brattain Billy Rose 
Rose of My Dreams N CBS 2,500 Manhattan Soap Duane Jones Richard Leonard Peggy Blake 
Rosemary N CBS 2.600 Procter & Gamble Benton & Bowles Leslie Harris Elaine Carrington 
Saturday Night Serenade N CBS 5.000 Pet Milk Gardner * Roland Martin! Roland Martini 
Screen Guild Players H CBS 12,500 Camel William Esty Bill Lawrence Harry Kronman 
Second Mrs. Burton” N CBS 2,500 General Foods Young & Rubicam Beverly Smith Martha Alexander 
Eric Sevareid Ww CBS 2.500 Metropolitan Life Young & Rubicam Bill Thompson Eric Sevareid 
Shadow N MBS 8,000 Blue Coal Ruthrauff & Ryan John Cole William Morwood 
Sheriff N ABC 5,500 Pacific Coast Borax MeCann-Erickson Derethy McCann Milton Liebenthal 
Sherlock Holmes N MBS 4.000 Trimount Clothes Weintraub Basil Loughrane Edith Meiser 
Red Skelton H NBC 12,500 Brown & Williamson Seeds Keith MeLeod Edna Borzage 
Sky King Cc ABC 3,000 Derby Foods Needham, Louis & Brorby Rey Winsor Rebert W. Burt 
Holly Sloan H NBC 2,500 General Mills Knox-Reeves Ted Maxwell ‘Ted Maxwell 
Jack Smith N CBS 5,000 Procter & Gamble D-F-S Carl Stanton Robert Smith 
Kate Smith N MBS 10,000 Co-op None Ted Collins Staff 
Sam Spade H CBS 6,000 . Wildroot- B. B. D. & O. William Spier Roberti Ta)lman 
Seng of Stranger N MBS 2.000 Pharmace Ruthrauff & Ryan John Wellington Doris Halman 
Sound Off H CBS 3,500 U.S. Army Ayer Charles Herbert Staff 
Stars Over Hollywood H CBS 3,000 Dari-Rich Sorensen Paul Pierce Freelance 
Bill Stern N NBC 1,500 Colgate Sherman & Marquette Maurice Rebinson Bill Stern 
Strike It Rich N CRS 3,000 Ludens Mathes Walker Framer Waiter Framer 
Sunday Evening Hour D ABC 10,000 Musical Digest Kenyon & Eckhardt Ian Smith Tan Smith 
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Survey Shows Little Hope for Cut 
In Tele Set Prices for at Least a Year 


Those people holding off purchase 
of a television set in hopes that 
prices will be reduced immediately 
after Christmas are in for a disap- 
pointment. Survey by Varrery of 
several of the leading manufacturers 
reveals that no price reduction is 
contemplated, or possible, for at least 
another year. ‘ 

Chief obstacle in the path of lower 
prices is the persistent high cost of 
component parts. One representa- 
tive sales manager pointed out that 


the average tele set now 


cathode-ray tube, and the price of 
none of these has gone down much | 
since the war’s end. Any cathode-| 
ray tube over 10 inches in size, 
moreover, must be  hand-tooled, 
meaning actual mass production is 
confined to only the smalli-screen 
jobs. 

Despite the comparatively high 
cost of sets, ranging from $250 to 
$2.495 minus installation charges, 
demand is still far outstripping the 
supply. Most manufacturers ques- 


tioned revealed they still have tre- 
mendous backlogs of orders to fill 
and most were pessimistic about 
their chances of filling even these 
in time for Christmas. Sales are 
subject to usual seasonal fluctuations, 
but as with any new appliance, the 
fluctuations are not very pronounced. 
Slight drop in sales was noted after 
the start of the baseball season last 
spring, but announcement that the 
World Series would be televised 
zoomed sales again. Spurt continued 
through the fall football season and 
the coming -Christmas holidays are 
keeping orders booming. 

In any city in which tele is intro- 
duced, it’s usually the bars and tav- 


erns that buy the first sets. Promo- | 


tion given by these results in an in- 
flux of orders for home models. 


Small-screen table model is still the} 


biggest seller for homes of any of 
the manufacturers. When it comes 
to the higher-priced sets, however. 
it was pointed out, those selling for 
$2.500 are just as'much in demand 
as the ones priced $500 lower. Sales 
chiefs were at a loss for reasons | 
for this. | 





| will “become economically feasible | WATR in Waterbury and WNAB, | $264,567 station. 
jonly when it is a network opera- | Bridgeport, plans a 20 kw picture | filed by Harold Thomas for Water- 


N.Y.-Boston Link Opening | 


Extends East Ceast Tele. | 
Network From D.C. to NE. 


Boston will be tied on to the east 
coast television network tomorrow 
(Thurs.) via the long-awaited open- 
ing of the N. Y.-Boston radio relay 
system. With a combination of that 
link dnd the coaxial cable from N. Y. 
to Washington (both built and oper- 
ated by the Bell System), any show 
done anywhere along the route will 
be available to broadcasters up and 
down the line. 

Opening of the N. Y.-Boston link is 
to be* marked by special ceremonies 
emanating mostly from American 
Telephone & Telegraph’s N. Y. head- 
quarters; which will be aired by the 
three N. Y. stations, one in Schenec- 
tady, two in Philadelphia, one in 
Baltimore and three in Washington. 
A. T. & T. prez Walter S. Gifford is 
scheduled to tee off the proceedings 
with_a phone call over the radio 
relay system to Josépn E. Harreii, 
prez.of the New England A. T. & T. 
in Boston. : 

Video skit, featuring Tom Shirley 
and titled “Story of the Hilltops,” 
will then be staged by an NBC crew 
under the direction of Bill Garden. 
NBC remote crews in Boston and 
Washington will air scenes from 
those cities to prove they’re actually 
on the spot. Other speakers on the 
program include Dr. Oliver S. Buck- 
ley, Bell Telephone Labs prexy, and 
Paul A. Walker, acting FCC chair- 
man, 


CROSLEY MAY PROMOTE 
OWN FIGHTS FOR VIDEO 


Cincinnati, Nov 11. 

To provide its own weekly boxing 
shows for telecasts, Crosley Broad- 
casting Corp. will apply to the Cin- 
cinnati Boxing and Wrestling Com- 
mission at its next meeting. for a 
promoter’s license, James D. Shouse, 
Crosley president annownced Mon- 
day. 

Proposal echoes a demand by es- 
tablished local fight promoters that 
Crosley be permitted to 








contains | 
some 22-45 tubes, in addition to the | 


S Political Plot? 


Unidentified thieves broke 
into the Benton & Bowles 
photography files last Thursday 
(6) night and absconded with a 
series of stills taken that same 
evening of the “Meet the Press” 
television show. Stills showed 
James A. Farley being inter- 
viewed by a quartet of news- 
|} papermen and the Maxwell 
House commercials used on the 
show. 





Thieves also took $50 in petty 
cash that had been left lying 
around. 


‘DuMont in Exec 








Personnel Revamp 





In a sweeping realignment of Du- 
Mont’s top executive personnel de- 
signed to increase the importance of 
WABD as flagship station of the 
| future DuMont network, John 


| 
| 


|McNeil, heretofore WABD station | 


| manager, has been named manager 
‘of commercial for the 
web. In the new post, announced 
this week by DuMont tele director 


| Lawrence Phillips, McNeil will con- 
| solidate operations of the N. Y. out- 
| let with the those of the web. 


Bob Emery, until now WABD pro- 


Operations 


supervisory post over development 
and production of youth programs 
'for the network. He continues as 
|special producer of DuMont’s juve- 
|nile program, “Small Fry.” James 
|L. Caddigan takes over production 
and programming of WABD, in ad- 
| dition to his present job as manager 
|of the program planning division for 
the net. 


In a statement accompanying an- 
nouncement of the promotions, Phil- 
lips expressed conviction that tele 


tion and I believe most network 
shows will originate from the net- 
work’s key station.” 





SCOPHONY CHANGES 


London, Nov. 11. 
Shakeup in the management of 
Scophony, Ltd.. resulted in the ap- 
pointment of J. Diamond as the 
firm’s board chairman replacing Sir 
Maurice Bonham-Carter, resigned. 


the board while S. Seeman is man- 
aging director. 


gram director, has been upped to a | 


Maj. V. D. J. Seely was named to 


Detroit TV Rates Upped 


Detroit, Nov. 11. 


Detroit's only television outlet, 
WWJ-TV. is upping its. video rates 
from $250 to $300 an hour, Harry 
Betteridge, general sales manager, 
announced. 

It takes effect Dec. 1. 


Bidding Is Brisk 
In the Hartford, 
Waterbury Are 


Washington, Nov. 11. 

FCC last week called for consoli- 
dated hearing on bids of seven video 
|applicants for the Haritford-Water- 
| bury area. FCC called for the hear- 
ing the day 1llth-hour applications 
reached Washington from Harold 
Thomas, “licensee of WATR, Water- 
bury, and the New; Britain Broad- 
casting Corp. (WKNB) for Hartford. 
With seven contenders for a total of 
three tele slots allocated these two 
towns, situation shapes up as the 
biggest video fight on the horizon. 

Bidders are Empire Coil . Co., 
|'which wants to locate its transmit- 
‘ter at Avon and is making a pitch 
|either for one of the two Hartford 
channels or for Waterbury’s lone 
slot: Travellers Broadcasting Service 
|Corp., licensee of WTIC;. Connecti- 
|cut Broadcasting Co., WDRC: Yankee 











Network station WONS;: and the 
|New Britain Broadcasting Co. 
| WKNB, all for Hartford. Harold 


| Thomas and the Fairfield Broadcast- 
|ing Co.. headed by the Lee Bros., 
| hat manufacturers from Danbury, 
are both after Waterbury’s only vi- 
| deo assignment. 
| New Britain Broadcasting 
a of daytimer WKNB in New 
ritain, wants the No. 8 assignment 
| in Hartford, has $44,000 in cash and 
|a commitment for $150,000 in loans 
| to finance its tele station. Company 
|expects to spend $193,361 in con- 
| struction. Julian Gross will double 
in brass as manager of the AM-FM- 
iTV operation, with Dave Scott as 
| program manager. Company plans 
'a 5 kw picture and a 2.5 kw sound 
| transmitter. 


|. Herold Thomas, who has both 


and a 15.2 kw sound operation, and 
has a commitment from ABC for net 
shows “within a year” from the net- 
work’s New York video outlet. 
Thomas, a real estate man, shows 2 
healthy balance sheet of $312,598. to 
finance his video station. 





Detroit — Steve Marvin, former 
CBS television staff director, has 
joined WWJ-TV, currently Detroit's 
only television ‘outlet. Marvin be- 
longed to the original CBS staff in 
1940 as director of variety, music, 
and dramatic shows, until CBS closed 
its studio last May. 








last Wednesday (5) night but only 
lar disks for the rest of the country, 
ad agency for Philco. 

been plugging its video sets on the 


shortly after the Louis-Conn fight i 


New system of television for hot 


in other rooms, was unveiled last w 


tion at a much lower cosf. 


hospitals, etc. 





to Raibourn, was built and is being 


~ Inside Television 


Television was plugged for the first time on the Bing Crosby radio show 





in New York and Philadelphia. To 


achieve this on the transcribed airer, Phileo cut in live commercials in | @9¢ Bremer 
those two cities, plugging the usual radio and phonograph sets on the regu- 


Plugs were arranged by the Hutchins 


While this represented the first radio mention of Philco tele, RCA has 


Robert Merrill show for more than a 


year through the J. Walter Thompson agency. First mention occurred 


n June, 1946, when quotes from some 


of the N. Y. newspaper comment were fed to Philly and N. Y. audiences. 
RCA has also used institutional plugs for video throughout the country. 





els, making possible reception in any 


number of rooms of any show regardless of what shows are being viewed 


eek by Olympic Radio and Television. 


System involves a master receiver for each channel. All shows are 
screened for perfection in video and audio reception in a central monitor 
control room before being transmitted to the guest rooms. Because of this. 
the individual sets contain only two knobs—one to turn on the set and 
adjust the volume and the other to select the program. Olympic engineers 
claim hundreds of sets can be serviced through the single master antenna 
system, which would make it feasible also for apartment buildings, schools, 





Recent announcement by RCA that it was mainly responsible for the 
new television link between Chicago and Notre Dame drew an irate 
denial this week from Paramount veepee Paul Raibourn. Link, according 


operated by WBKB, Par’s Balaban & 


Katz video outlet in Chicago. In addition, he declared, equipment was 
furnished not by RCA but by General Electric. 
Raibourn further took the play away from RCA by pointing up the fact 


that the link was built by a station a 


nd not by an equipment manufacturer. 


Thus, he said, a station itself can “successfully build and operate radio 


televise | relay links and thus make television available to 


~_—AS ss = % 
more and more people.” 


as 


their shows by paying for unsold |Link is used to carry the Notre Dame home football games from South 


seats, which Shouse nixed. 


Bend to WBKB’s Chi transmitter. 


Corp., | 





Video Benefits Benefits 


A new use for video has been 
found with the recent telecast of 
the New York University-Bellevue 
Medical center benefit broadcast 
from Madison Square Garden, N. Y. 
With that four-hour show, televi- 
sion’s ability as a fund raiser was 
established. 
| Although no direct appeal 
| funds was made, many ljsteners sent 





| 
} 
| 
| 
| 


that show. Most of the coin 
| sent to Ed Sullivan, syndicated col- 


;}umnist, who forwarded it to the 
committee. This show had becn 
criticized because of blue comedy 


material that broadcast. 


Video Bids Still 
Pour Into FCC 


Washington, Noy. 11. 
Flow ef video applitations con- 
tinued to pick up speed at FCC this 
week with seven more tele bidders 
in the fold. New England Television 
Co., headed by bus company opera- 
|tor Alfred Demaris, filed two bids, 
}ony requesting channel i3 in Boston 
and a second for the No. 8 slot in 
|nearby Fall River, Mass. The two 
| stations would operate as a network. 
Down south, WAVE entered a bid 
| for the No. 5 channel in Louisville, 
|Ky., where WHAS already holds a 
| video permit. WAVE plans a high- 
| powered operation, using 16 kw vis- 

{ual and 10 kw aural transmitters. 


was 














Most interest centered on twin 
bids from WJR, Detroit, and com- 
monly-owned WGAR, Cleveland, 


{both CBS affiliates who formerly 
{supported Columbia’s stand on ram- 
|bow video. WJR now wants to com- 
| pete with Paramount’s United De- 
| troit theatres and with Fort Industry 
| Co. for use of the No. 5 video slot in 
| Detroit. Clevelend’s WGAR is ask- 
|ing for the No. 7 channel for a 
Other bids were 


|bury and New Britain Broadcasting 
Co. for Hartford, Conn. 


BELANGER TO DIRECT 
WATV PROGRAMMING 


Paul Belanger, former director for 
CBS television and DuMont, has 
been named program director of 
WATV, tele’ outlet of WAAT 
(Bremer Broadcasting) in Newark, 
N. J. 
to go on the air with a tést pattern 
Jan. 1 and to tee off regular pro- 
gramming Feb. 1. 

Although programming plans are 
still indefinite, Belanger is to have 
charge of selecting the staff and will 
add personnel as it’s needed. Sta- 
tion will be the most modernly- 
equipped in existence, according to 
Irving Rosenhaus, exec manager 
veepee. 








Congressional Hearing 
Gets Ist Tele Pickup 


Washington, Nov. 11. 
WMAL-TV. the Washington Eve- 
ning Star station, today (Tues.) aired 
‘| the first direct television pickup of 
a Congressional hearing. Station 
got special permission from Sen. 
Arthur Vandenberg, chairman of the 


Termed “Hotelvision,” the system will be insialled in the Hotel Roosevelt,| Senate foreign affairs committee, to 
N. Y., within the next two weeks. Besides precluding the installation of 
individual antennas for each separate room, it also makes possible opera- 


telecast testimony of Secretary of 
State Marshal! and Undersecretary 
Robert Lovett on the Marshal! Plan. 

Burke Crotty, director of WMAL- 
TV, produced the airer. 


TBA Tele Clinic 


Television Broadcasters Assn. has 
scheduled a tele clinic for members 
at the Hotel Waldorf-Astoria, N. Y., 
Dec. 10, which will replace TBA’s 
annual convention. 

CBS tele veepee Lawrence Low- 
man will conduct a panel session for 
active TBA members. Ernest A. 
Marx, manager of DuMont'’s tele re- 
ceiver division, is to conduct a panel 
for affiliate members. Annual 
award’s luncheon will also be held 
the same day, with the awards com- 
mittee chairmanned by Paramount 
tele chief Paul Raibourn. 














for | 


Station is tentatively slated. 





sizable checks up to $100 because of | 
was | 


Theatre Guild Makes Auspicious 
Tele Bow, Despite Decrepit Script 


By BOB STAHL 


Theatre Guild made a promisi 
but unfortunate entry into television 
Sunday (9) night with its presenta- 
tion of Gt. John Ervine’s “John 
Ferguson” over WNBT (NBC, N. Y.) 
and the NBC eastern network. Pro- 
duction, direction and acting was as 
near perfect as anything yet seen in 
this still-new. medium, signifying the 
Guild’s legit reputation, based on 29 
years of Broadway experience, will 
easily bridge the gap from the stage 
into the tele studios. 

Unfortunate aspect.of the preem 
show lay in the choice of the initial 
JOHN FERGUSON 
With Thomas Mitchell, Joyce Red- 

man, Vaughn Taylor, Barry Macul- 

lom, Lawrence Fletcher, Grace 

Mills, Louis Beachner, others 
Produce:: Denis Johnston (for the 

Theatre Guild) 

Tech. Director: Al Pretzman 
Adapted frem play by, Si. John 

Ervine 
Sets: Bob Wade 
70 Mins.; Sun, (9), 8:40 p.m. 
Sustaining 
WNBT-NBC, N. Y. 











script. “Ferguson” marked the 
Guild’s first Broadway click when 
staged on Broadway in May, 1919, 
pulling the then-new . organization 
over the financial hump. Extremely 
heavy drama hasn't set well with age 
and would probably have drawn 
satiric snickers from any Broadway 
audience today. 

It was saved from that fate on tele 
by the excellent performances of a 
topnotch cast headed by Thomas 
Mitchell and Joyce Redman and by 
the fine production and direction job 
of the Guild’s Denis Johnston. The- 
resa Helburn and Lawrence Langner, 


the Guild’s co-directors® probably 
selected “Ferguson” for its senti- 
mental value to them but they 


should have taken a present-day hep 
audience more into consideration. 

Script resembled more than any- 
thing else a remake of “The Drunk- 
ard,” ingluding all the stock char- 
acters from the dastardly villain at- 
tempting to dispossess a poor 
debtor’s family from its home, to the 
young daughter who lost her honor 
in an attempt to save the old home- 
stead. Theme was considered trite 
even in 1919, as witness Vaniery’s 
review of the original, Broadway 
production: “Ervine can claim no 
credit for plot or story as the theme 
has been done*to its grave. this be- 
ing but a temporary resurrection.” 
As with Sunday night's show, 
Variety at that time found the show 
saved by “wonderful characteriza- 
tions.” Special nod is due NBC's 
Owen Davis, Jr., who cast the show. 

Excellent Casting 

Mitche]l was superb in the title 
role, as the poor Irish farmer and 
head of the family who couldn’t tie 
in the tragic happenings to his 
family with his supreme faith in 
God’s wisdom. Miss Redman, who 
played with the Old Vic Co. on 


(Continued on page 42) 


CBS Teeing Off Its First 

. b ] ° 
Daytime Com’! Show With 
ona: ’ ° ? 
Missus Goes A’Shopping 
CBS tees off its first daytime 
commercial television show next 
Wednesday (19) with John Reed 
King’s “Missus Goes A’Shopping.” 
Show is to be aired from various 
grocery stores in and around Man- 
hattan under CBS’ “on location” 


technique, adopted when: the web 
shuttered its studio last March. 


Show has been sold on a rotating 
basis to four sponsors, including 
Manhattan Soap Co. for Sweetheart 
Soap; Coburn Farm Products; B. T. 
Babbitt and C. F. Mueller Co. Co- 
burn account is handled by the 
Modern Merchandising Bureau. 
Others are Duane Jones clients. 
Each will rotate sponsorship in the 
order named, repeating in the same 
succession after the initial four 
weeks. Each sponsor is to receive 
the major plug on his individual 
show but the other three, in each 
instance, will get casual mention 
through:the advantageous placement 
of posters in front of the cameras. 

““Missus,” an established radio fea- 
ture on WCBS for the last 10 years, 
was first presented by CBS on tele 
three-and-a-half years ago. After a 
year’s trial period, it was shelved 
for other King packages and was 
then dusted off and revived Oct. 29, 
when CBS tested it for the first time 
on location. It marks the second 
weekly daytime tele show, the other 
being “Swift's Home Service Club,” 
now aired Friday afternoons on 
WNBT (NBC, N. Y.) and NBC's east 
coast network. Latter features Tex 
McCrary and Jinx Falkenburg. 
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MUTUAL LEADS IN CO-OP RACE 





British Listeners Form Group To 
Push Reforms for BBC's B'casts 


London, Nov. 4. 

Capt. Charles Henry Rolleston, re- 
tired naval officer, is the organizing 
brain behind the newly formed Lis- 
teners Ass’n., a nationwide league 
of radio license holders who plan tc 
change BBC policy choice of ma- 
terial and broadcasters, and presen- 
tation methods. 


During World War I he taught 
wireless, signals, communications 
and the -technique of fleet ma- 


neuvering to the present King who 
was then a midshipman under his 
command at Scapa Flow. Between 
the wars? Capt. Rolleston built up 
an Australian reputation.as a weekly 
broadeaster on naval matters from 
station 2FC, Sidney. Since 1935 he 
has compiled a diary recording in- 
stances of BBC breadecasts which 
he claims needed improvement, and 
instances of “sheer subversive propa- 


ganda and disloyalty” subtly put 
over in talks. 
Association wants material and 


performers chosen by open compe- 
titions, which would encourage new 
writers, composers, producers, sing- 
ers and speakers. 
others who cannot be entertaining 
without the stimulus of an audience 
should be discarded, the association 
contends. Broadcasting scripts 
should be adapted for listeners only, 
not for studio audiences, it claims. 
Association advocates that a high 
court judge should conduct an in- 
quiry into all aspects of BBC’s ac- 
tivity and recommends that the 
Government should appoint a minis- 
ter to answer in Parliament ques- 
tions on radio matters. Already 
Capt. Rolleston and his supporters 
claim to have achieved one success. 
They stopped the proposed broadcast 
of a Communist plat e 





‘2d Honeymoon’ Roadshow 
Cue to Smart Promotion 
On Part of Jersey Indie 


Current roadshowin 
Honeymoon,” the L. Bamberger & 
Co. sponsored five times weekly show 
over WAAT, Newark, points up the 
strides the indie station has made re- 
cently. The first instance of a major 
department store taking its audience- 
participation show into a different 
picture theatre each day, Monday 
through Friday, the WAAT program 
now has played in 20 different thea- 
tres with the showing last Friday (7) 
at the Colony, Livingston, N. J. Show 
had been in houses in Elizabeth, 
Newark, Irvington and Clifton earlier 
last week. 

Idea of offering a radio show of 
network calibre with a wide array of 
prizes has clicked with Jersey house- 
wives. Bamberger show has had an 
SRO sign in all spots played. Pro- 
gram is announced both over the air 
on each program and via trailers 
shown on screen of theatres where 
“Second Honeymoon” is due to play. 
WAAT staff crew, with Bert Parks as 


*m.c, and Mort Lawrence, staff an- 


nouncer, travel to different com- 
munities each day well in advance of 
the theatre’s 9:30 a.m. opening. 

Bob Paskow, account executive of 
WAAT formerly with Warner Bros. 
theatres, is making tieups with thea- 
tres, in most instances getting ex- 
hibitors to give their houses rent 
free. The exhib cashes in by giving 
early matinees after the radio broad- 
east at reduced prices, usually 25c, 


Disk Ban Seen as Aid To 
Recorder Combo Sales 


Chicago, Nov. 11. 

Manufacturers of radio-recorder 
combos expect the disk ban to pro- 
vide them with an unexpected wind- 
fall in the shape of retail sales. Idea 
is that music-hungry public will 
snap up recorders to grab off tunes 
from live shows. 

Four moderately priced radio-re- 
corders are now available and sev- 
eral other entries are promised in 
time for Christmas buying. The 
James C. Petrillo ukase plus Nov. 1 
ending of government brakes on in- 
stallment buying are expected to 
make cash registers sing. 
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‘Jones Vamping Chi ABC 


To Head Peoria’s WIRL 


Chicago, Novy. 11. 

Robert B. Jones exits as ABC's 
central division chief of station re- 
lations Nov. 17 to take over as man- 
ager of WIRL, Peoria. New 
an ABC affiliate owned by the 
Illinois Valley Broadcasting Co., is 
skedded to begin operations in mid- 
December. 

Jones joined ABC’s eastern divi- 
sion in 1942, following two years 
with NBC. He was transferred to 
the midwest last year. 


Top Writers Spin Tales, 
Swap Ideas on Univ. Of 
N.C. Air Series Via WDNC 


Raleigh, Nov. 11. 

Playwright Paul Green and novel- 
ists James Street, Noel Houston and 
Foster Fitz-Simons will appear on 
a new radio show, “Writers At 
Work,” 
radio studios of the Univ. 
Carolina. Program will be aired by 
WDNC, Durham. 

One of the authors will come up 
with a story idea, usually something 
he’s been working on. 
his yarn or weave his play while 
the others question him about cer- 
tain points. 
be done extemporaneously. 
ton will act as moderator. 

Fitz-Simons, incidentally, will pop | 
up in literary headlines this winter | 
after publication of his novel about 
Carolina tobacco kings, “Bright 
Leaf.” The book has been pur- 





Hous- 


chased for motion picture produc- | 


tion by Warner Bros. 

Guests on the “Writers At Work” 
show will include Betty Smith, au- 
thor of “A Tree Grows in Brooklyn;” 
Josephine Niggli, 


Daphne Athas, James Childers ‘and | 


Walter Carroll. 

The program is being produced 
by Earl Wynn, director of the Com- 
munication Center, and Robert 
Schenkkan. 


Root Beer To Spread Its 
Conga Drumbeat Spots 


Chicago, Nov. 11. 

Now that the lid’s off the sugar 
bowl, Dad’s Old-Fashioned Root 
Beer, through .Malcolm Howard 
Agency, Chicago, will sweeten its 
outlay for spot announcements in a 
dozen major markets by the first of 
the year. Buffalo, Baltimore and 
Louisville are set for an outburst 
of conga‘drum spots at an early date, 
with several hundred other cities in 
line as soon as bottling plants get 
started. Move points to greater use 
of radio by other soft drink manu- 
facturers in a period of sharpening 
competition. 

Televised film spots for Dad’s Old- 
Fashioned are being tested via 
WBKB, Chicago, for widespread use 
in other markets. Spots retain the 
conga drum thumping, with such 
variations as bottles flitting through 
the air in time to the drumbeats. 
Meanwhile a new radio spot has a 
fluff variation on the conga routine, 





which literally has been drummed | 


into listeners’ heads. 

Root beer bottlers feel that conga 
spot is as strong as any in the field, 
equal to the Pepsi jingle or “love 
that sarsaparilla.” 





Equipment Lack Still 


Snafuing Eire’s ‘Voice’ 
Dublin, Nov. 4. 
Eire’s new shortwave radio sta- 
tion, “Voice of Ireland,” designed 
for worldwide coverage, is still 
dumb. It had been planned to open 
this fall, after being held up by war- 
time shortages, but it is officially 
stated here that it will not be on 
the air now until 1948. 
Reason given is difficulty in get- 
ting equipment and studio space. 


station, | 


originating in the Swain Hall ! 
of North | 


He will spin | 


The whole thing is to | 


Phillips Russell, | 
Frances Gray Patton of Durham, | 


ABC 20, AHEAD 





In the co-op sweepstakes, it’s still 
Mutual in front by a length, ABC by 
three lengths over CBS, and NBC 
‘way back and not trying. First big- 


time season of the co-opers got fully | 


under way recently when the last} 
starter, Mutual’s “Meet Me At 
Park's,” hit the ether. On the basis 
of reports this week, “Parky” was 


out front among the newscomers in 


number of stations sold, total] being 
“close to 100.” Another new Mutual 
entry, “Information Please,” is do- 


|ing all right with 93 sponsored out- 
lets, 

| ABC’s “Abbott & Costello,” carry- 
ing the heaviest co-op sponsor tab 
,on the books (80% 
hour rate), has picked up 68 local 
| sponsors. Comedy co-op aired its 
| getaway Oct. 1. 

| ‘Trailing, 

CBS’ new big-money entry, the Joan 
Davis stanza, with 25 local sponsors. 
Show, which preemed Oct. 11, 
snared buyers, however, 
number of major markets, 
N. Y., Washington, Chicago, Detroit, 
L. A., Boston, Cincy and Atlanta. 
Stanza’s tab is 60% of the network 
hour rate. 

Mutual admits “Parky” hasn’t yet 
| snared many top markets, but claims 
the sequence is doing well in medi- 
um and smaller localities. “Info,” 
however, is picking up coin in major 
cities, thanks mainly to the Chesa- 
peake & Ohio’s seven-city buy. 


Mutual’s 1,500 Local Sponsers 

| It's in the overall picture, of 
course, that Mutual shines, Latest 
| local- -sponsor ‘tally runs: Mutual, 

“well over” 1,500 (as compared with 
720 last March); ABC, 714 (no March 
figure, but a claimed 40%. gain over 
a year ago); 
able previous figure), and NBC, 156 
(as against 150 last March). 
| How this figures up from a rev- 
enue standpoint is hard to tell, what 
with the wide variation of rates, 
even for the same shgw, with ‘local 
sponsors. bobbing in and out of the 
| picture, with various guarantees to 
talent and splits on profits, etc. Per- 
centage of the web revenue repre- 
sented by co-op sales is a well- 
guarded secret (and not included in 
billings figures released by the nets). 
Obviously, in the case of Mutual and 
ABC, however, it’s getting above. the 
peanuts mark. 

Some indication of the extent of 
co-op biz can be gained from dis- 
closure by Mutual that, as of last 
week, the total talent revenue re- 
ceived from stations from the sale cf 


(Continued on page 38) 


WHAS, LOUISVILLE, 
IN PERSONNEL REVAMP 


Louisville, Nov. 11. 





place last week. Neil Dalton, assist- 
ant to the prexy of the Courier- 
Journal was named public relations 
director of WHAS and its FM affili- 
ate, WCJT. J. M. Wynn was made 
director of sales, taking over the job 
held by Joe Eaton, who resigned. 
Eaton had been with the station 18 
years. 

Another member of the sales staff, 
Marshall Krieger, is also out. Had 
been with the station about 20 years. 
Douglas Cornette was named promo- 
tion. manager of the Courier-Journal 
and Times, and WHAS. Announce- | 
ment of the changes was made by 
| Barry Bingham, president of the 
| newspapers and radio station. 


Wasser, Ex-KQV, Opens 
Own Packaging Agency 


Pittsburgh, Nov. 11. 
Pete Wasser, former manager of ; 
KQV who resigned several months | 
ago, has opqned his own radio pro- 











in building, packaging and selling 
shows. He’s already put a couple of 
ideas on wax and has been peddling 
'them among the agencies. 

| Wasser, who had been with KQV | 
| since that station was sold away 
from the WJAS-KQV setup, was suc- 
| ceeded at the station by James Mur- 
ray, his sales chief. 


of the network | 


numerically at least, is 


has | 
in quite a | 
including 


CBS, 219 (no compar- 


Personnel shakeup at WHAS took 


ducing office here and is specializing | 











Harrisburg Pix Airer 


Harrisburg, Pa., Nov. 11. 
Dick McCrone, film columnist for 
the Evening. News, has begun a 
weekly broadcast entitled, “The 
Movies on the Air,” over WHBG 
The broadcast, sponsored by the 
L. B. Smith Motor Co., is heard 


Thursday evenings at 7:45. 

Program consists of reviews of 
current attractions, as well as Holly- 
wood gossip. 





Rathrauff & Ryan Grabs 
An Early Exclusive On 
St. L. Cards Play-by-Play 


St. Louis, Nov. 11. 
Local Ruthrauff & Ryan agency, 
through its v.p.’ Oscar 
got an early jump here and has 
inked the St. 


during the 1948 season for its client, 


the Griesedieck Bros. Brewery. This | 


|}makes the second consecutive year 
|that thé suds makers have an ex- 
'clusive with the ball club. 

Last season Zahner arranged for a 
27-station web in seven Mississippi 
| Valley states to carry the broadcasts, 
|night and day and by ticker for on- 
| the-road contests. The only fly in 
the ointment for next season are beefs 
'about the reception in certain quar- 
ters. FCC is expected to try to iron 
out the troubles before the 1948 tee- 
off. 

Griesedieck, through Zahner, tried 
for several years to buy KMOX, 
,KSD, KXOK and KWK but their 
|\skedded program prevented them 
from carrying the baseball stuff. 
| That left WIL and WTMY, the lat- 
| ter in East St. Louis. Both are low 
| powered stations and many b. b. fans 
are expected to obtain FM sets for 
|reception. Zahner was forced to 
| pass up WEW and KXfiW because 
| they have no FCC permalt to broad- 
cast at night. 

Zahner is trying to expend his web 
for next season. 


Barbasol Renews Ford’s 
Milkman’s Mat on WNEW 


Barbasol has renewed on WNEW, 
N. Y. for another 52 weeks, im an 
interesting sidelight on late show- 
time programming. A year ago the 
company started trying out the draw 
of its products on late night shows, 
utilizing about 15 stations around 
the country. After several months, 
sponsor dropped all but WNEW, on 
|the grounds of budget curtailment 
as well as response. WNEW, how- 
ever, has held the business, Barbasol 
pushing its various products on Art 
Ford’s Milkman’s Matinee six nights 
a week in the 12-to-1 slot. 


Renewal is effective as of Nov. 30. 


Logan Doing a D.C.-Pitt 
Trek for Auld Lang Syne 


Pittsburgh, Nov. 11. 

Wilken’s Jewelry Co. is. still, 
| hanging on to Jack Logan te do the 
| spiels on its Amateur Hour despite 
ithe fact that he has to commute 
every Sunday for the show from 
| Washington, where he’s now work- 
| ing. It's a sentimental attachment, 
isince Logan starte&a on the show 
when it was first launched a dozen | 
|years ago and has managed to hang 
‘on to the assignment even during 
\the war, when he was stationed 
|nearby as a naval petty officer. 











Amateur Hour resumed Sunday 
1(9) over WCAE with a new m.c., 
Dave Tyson, who replaces Lang 
Thompson, and an added regular 
starter, Paul (Tiny) Fisher, 390- 
pound comic who used to be an 


|announcer on WCAE. Lately he’s | 


| been playing bass and doing comedy 


| with a dance band in his home town | 


1 of East Liverpool, O. 


i 
A. Zahner, 


Louis Cardinals for an | 
|exclusive play-by-play of all games | 


\Storm Brewing in Religious World 
OF GBS. NBC Over FCC Inquiry On Station Bids; 
Evangelists Coy On Financial Aid 





Washington, Nov. 11. 
Although the FCC has licensed 
lover 25 new church stations in the 
past year, the agency’s current in- 
vestigation of a half-dozen station 


bids from  fiery-tongued Funda- 
mentalist preachers is creating a 
storm in the religious world. Disci- 
ples of the “suspect” evangelists are 
lambasting FCC with telegrams and 
threatening recourse to Congress. 
On the other hand, established 
church groups and bulk of the 
practising evangelists are equally 
vocal in explaining that these few 
“religious racketeers” are giving all 
religion a bad name and should 
definitely not be given radio station 
permits, 

As the bigtime stations, with the 
silent approval of the FCC, have 
continued to push commercial re- 
|ligion off the air, the gospel men 
are increasingly trying to take out 
licenses in their own names. Plenty 
| of regional and local stations still 
| sell religious time, but the evangel- 
ists who can afford it and who rely 
heavily on radio solicitation for 
funds generally prefer to get their 
own stations. 
| (NAB director of research Ken- 
neth Baker points out that commer- 
cial religion accounts for 9%..of 
sponsored time on the local watters 
and over 6% on regionals. The 
large stations— probably because 
they don’t need the money—devote 
only 0.4% of their time to paid re- 
ligion. ) 

A few of the “suspect” preacher- 
applicants are charged with playing 
ball with Gerald L. K. Smith and. 
with racial and “incendiary” preach- 
ings. The others are called on the 
mat to explain their financing and 


(Continued on page 40) 


Pitt Drama Critic Bows 
Off Midnight Reviewmg 
Stint in Sponsor Snarl 


Pittsburgh, Nov. 11. 

Mutual dissatisfaction betwgen 
sponsor and Florence Fisher Parry 
has resulted in cancellation of lat- 
ter’s five-minute show - reviewing 
stint over WCAE every Monday 
night at 11:30 after just three weeks. 

Mrs. Parry, veteran Press column- 
ist and onetime drama critic for 
Scripps-Howard daily, didn’t care for 
the idea.of coming on right after 
station’s regular backstage .broadcast 
even though Florence Sando, femme 
commentator, doesn’t go into critical 
aspects of the attraction but confines 
herself to interviews with cast mem- 
bers and general comments. Mrs. 
Parry also felt she couldn’t do jus- 











/tice to a play in little more than 
| three minutes, since nearly two were 


absorbed by intros and commercials. 

On the other hand, show’s bank- 
roller, Colonial Art Furniture Co., 
burned when all three reviews in 
the dailies of Katharine Cornell’s 
“Anthony and Cleopatra” were pans 
after Mrs. Parry had.jauded show 
to the skies in her operiing broad- 
|cast. Sponsor also decided that hour 
| was too late to get the audience it 
wanted to reach with the sales plug. 


‘STATION, NEWSPAPER 
| COMBINE IN KANSAS 


Kansas City, Nov. 11. 

} Daily newspaper and radio station 
|at Garden City, Kan. have been 
ij combined under one ownershin. 
| Move unites the only two news out- 
| lets of Finney County into one or- 
| ganization. 

Gervais F. Reed, publisher and 
/one of the owners of the Garden 
| City Daily Telegram, announced he 
had become owner-operator of 
| KIUL, Garden City, purchasing same 
from F. D. Conrad. KIUL was 
started 12 years ago by Conrad, who 
had been the sole owner up to the 
time of the sale last week. Conrad 
is leaving radio to devote himself 
' to a photographic studio and a fac- 
tory to make plaster souvenirs and 
household articles. 
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15 M'ns.; Tues., Thur., Sat., 11:15 p.m. 
COCA-COLA 


MBS, frem New York 


(D’Arcy) 


Merton Downey. who's been on 
the air periodically for Coca-Cola 
for several years, is back again un- 
der the same sponsorship. this time 
on a three-a-week late-evening run | 
on Mutual. However, he’s not heard 
over the network’s New York out-| 
let. WOR, where the show originates, | 
but is picked up by line and carried | 
locaily by WINS. New York. In-| 
cidentally, there’s a curious wrinkle | 
about the situation, as WINS doesn’t 


switch off the line until after an- 
nouneer Joe King signs off the show 

ith the Mutual identification. Then, 
j the station-break, WINS gives 


its call letters. 

There’s litile new to be said about 
Downey. His high, thin, clear voice, 
easy delivery and frank sentimental 

have long had a loyal follow- 
and the background of the male 
quartet and Carmen Mastren’s small 


si e 


orchestra (piano, fiddle, guitar, bass 
and. electric organ) are equally 
skillful and pleasant. The type of 
numbers played is indicated by 
Thursday night's (6) shew. which 
offered “Don’t You Love Me Any- 
more?” a medley of “Rose of Kilar- 
ney” and “Danny Boy,” the quar- 
tet’s “Honey That I: love So Well” 


and Downey's “thought for tonight.” 
in Hne with Coca-Cola's severe 
slicy on commercial copy, the talk 
the show is limited to ex- 
mely short opening and billboard, 


Sak oh * et 


erse song cues and the familiar 
‘pause that refreshes” sales slogan 
at the close. There are no real 
commercials. That it is so strikingly 
pleasant indicates how excessive 
commercials have generally become 
Hobe 


STUDENTS’ FORUM FOR SAFETY | 
With Kay Taylor 

Directer: Richard E. Bates 

39 Mins.; Suan., 2:30 p.m. 

AMERICAN MUTUAL LIABILITY 
WGAN, Portland, Me. 

This..is another juve quiz, but 
with a difference that Hfts it above | 
most of its Sunday afternoon. ilk. 
Difference is that questions are 
drawn from the “And Sudden 
Death——” type of info compiled by 
casualty divisions of insurance out- 
fits. Public fascination in macabre 
statistics was indicated for all time 
by terrific impact of J. C. Furnas’ | 
mag piece and book of few seasons | 
back. 

Here picked teams from local high | 
schools are quized regarding safety | 
factors in everyday life. Their hesi- | 
tant answers are immediately com- | 
mented on in a fatherly fashion for | 
sock results by casualty expert of 
sponsoring underwriter. Message 


MORTON DOWNEY 


With Carmen Mastren orch (5), | 
(4); Joe King, announcer | 
Directer-Writer: Neut Stammer | 


| Kaiser, 


Disk Jockey Reviews 


Reviews of disk jockéy pro- 
gram are carried in the Music 
and Orchestra section. 


They are on page 47. 
amen sen = 








NEWSCOPE 
With Wendell Nektie, Henry J. Kai- 
ser; Jack Rourke, announcer 
Producer: Jack Rourke 
Writer: William Green 
15 Mins.; Tues., Thurs., Sat., 7:30 
p.m. (EST); Sun., 8:45 p.m. (EST) 
K AISER-FRAZER 
MBS, frem New York 
(Swaney, Drake & Bement) 
“Newscope,” judging by its preem 
airing last week (4), looks at the 
news through the wrong end of 
clouded spygiasses, with all sort: 
of funny little things skittering in 
and out of view. ‘(Teeoff originated 
in N. Y.. but the show will regu- 
larly come out of Hollywood.) 
Hailed in advance as a new idea 
in news shows, giving events of the 
and 


day “understanding human 
treatment, the program as it came 
off can only be described as a new 
idea, but a very bad one. [ft ap- 
pears that the producer's conception 
of “understanding and human” 


treatment consists of injecting cute 
little remarks (some in bad taste) 
into otherwise serious news and oi 
attempting simulation of the voices 
of people being quoted. All 
voices heard are Wendéll Nobie’s. 
and he’s no genius as a mimic. 
Initialer offered no evidence of 
digging for inside, behind-the-scenes 
facts, no special attempt to interpret 
events, and no particular accent on 
human interest stuff. Rather, the 
material seemed to be largely tele- 
type copy. with quips inserted here 
and there. and quotes marked for 
change of voice. Noble is 
capable of reading 
seemed to tackle 


plain ly 
the news, but 
the assignment 


with a let’s-gag-it-up,-boys attitude, | 


or orders to play*it that way. When 
he mentioned Vishinsky, for in- 
stance, in an account of UN affairs 
(which are no laughing matter). 
Noble inserted in deep voice,. “He’s 
that Roshian delegate, you know.” 
At another point, Noble injected a 
quip about films, asking in one voice, 


“Can you call these super-dupers | 


coming out of Hollywood entertain- 


/ment?” and replying in still another 


voice (the reviewer missed the snap- 
per in the shuffle). 

To intro the commercial 
was remarkably brief), Noble chat- 
tered: “Friends, Romans, 


sor.” Listeners had already done so. 
who sounds as though he 
could give Gabe Heatier some cém- 
petition. teed off the preem with 
some remarks about the world 
“looking to America for great 
things,” how “all things are possible 
to him who has faith,” and “pro- 
duction and faith can do the job.” 


deftly brought home to listener’ is | It was evident that the sponsor was 
that hitting the floor in the morning | sold on the show idea; he passed 


in peacetime is but a few degrees 
less hazardeus than hitting the 
beach with the infantry in wartime, 
so he’d better watch his step from 
here on in. And take out some lia- 
bility ance, what's the name of 
that cémpany? ‘ 

Facts brougat out included such 
ey Ts as that a painted ladder 
is ways an unsafe ladder; that 
more are killed by firearms 
than any other accident factor; that 
you're just an dccident going out to 
happen after youwtve passed 65; that 
the place to get killed is to cross at 
an intersection—jaywalking in the 
middle of a block is much safer; 


® that most fatal traffic accidents oc- 


cur in the sticks; that disorder in 
the home is the greatest accidental 
killer of Americans; and that the 
most recently assessed bill for U. S. 
accidents was well over the six-bil- 
lion mark. 


Show’s integral shortcoming. 
which possibly can’t be helped, is 
specialized nature of material, with 
consequent iendency io inviie Kids 
to guess at answers, Kay Taylor, 
femme m.c., seems too often satisfied 
with mo llabic rejoinders, but 
okay otherwise. 


High scorers from each weekly 
panel are to compete at finale of 
present series for college scholar- 
ship, wrist watches, etc. Sponsor's 
rewards to be more consider- 
able for modest investment —- 

on. 





= 
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METROPOLITAN NEWS 


With Jehn Hicks 
Writer: Marianne O’Regan 
15 Mims.; Mon. thru Sat., 8:30 a.m. 
METROPOLITAN LIFE INSUR- 
ANCE CO. , 
WTAM, Cleveland 
C'eveland’s 8:30 a.m. ae already 
has been taken over by Metropolitan 
News with a Hooperating of one 


~ point above its closest competitor. 


Now the program introduces a new 
feature which seems destined te send 
its rating still higher. 
New switch is a live 
spotted well in the new show. Per- 
son interviewed has a message of 
community interest and of -public 
service. On the initial stanza (Nov. 
1) nterviewee was Frank Baidau, 


head of Community Relations pro- |. 


gram. who discussed President Tru- | 
mors Civil Rights Comiiitiee’s Te- | 
pov. es it reflects on Cleveland. In- 


tens was short, factual, well-de- 
i" and full of punch. If this 


interview | 


the mike along with: “And now, 
hold onto your chairs—here’s Wen- 
dell Noble!” (To which Noble re- 
plied, “Thank you, thank you, Port- 
land!” in his best Fred Allen voice.) 
It's a good thing Kaiser, who is 
spending a pretty penny for it, likes 
the show. Listener reaction is going 
to be mixed, to say the least. ~ 
Doan. 





PLAY AT HOME QUIZ 
With Ralph Paul, emcee 
Producer> Bob Emerick 
Writer: Ed Brainard 
PARTICIPATING ‘ 
30 Mins.; Sun., 16:30 p.m. 
WOR, N. Y. | 

In “Play at Home Quiz,” new 
half-hour q. and a. show which 
preemed Sunday night (9) on WOR, 
N. Y., station may well have the 
answer to the problem of getting 
the quizzers out of the studio and 
into the dialers’ homes where they. 
too, can participate. Created by 
Norman Livingston, program offers 
ihe stay-ait-homes an opportunity to 
match their own wits with a quartet 
of studio participants. As a final 
fillip listeners are asked to mail an- 
swers to some six rapid-fire ques- 
tiens for an appropriate prize. 

Emcee Ralph defily tossed 
some 20 queries in to three wom- 
en and a lone male in the studio. 
Answers were sought to problems 
which ranged from the date of Paul 
Revere’s ride to squares named after 
presidents and generals in New York 
city. Windup found a Miss Dooley 
on top with 15 rigat. An intelligent, 
logical show, “Play at Home Quiz” 
should find a fair-sized adult audi- 
ence waiting for it. 

Woven in the script was a plea 
for donations to the station’s annual 
Christmas fund for underprivileged 
children as well as a brief spot for 
Northwest Airlines. Sudden inser- 
tion of the plane commercial came 
as a bewildering surprise. Copy of 
that type would have been more 
appropriate for a musical clock 
| show. Gilb. 


| 








| 
|} is the pattern of other interviews. 
show will benefit materially. 

Rest of news program is avenued 
toward femme listeners with em- 
phasis on features as against news 
which is’ stressed on earlier pro- 
grams. 
| Hicks does a nice voice job; O’Re- 
| gan’s writing has e feminine 
touch. ark. 
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IS CONGRESS DOING ITS JOB? 


P.oducer: Ed Hart 
145 Mins; Sem., 22:15 p.m. 
Sustaining 
WINX, Washington, D. C. 

This is not a new forum show, 
having last Sunday (9) marked its 
93rd consecutive week on the air. 
| However, Ed Hart, straying from his 
/ usual practice of airing two sides of 
'a Congressional fight. this week 
broke precedent by bringing to the 
mike two of the seven State Dept. 
employees fired last June as “poor 
security risks.’ With them was 
| their attorney, former trust-buster 
| Thurman Arnold, who explained 
cireumstanees of their dismissal] and 
the current fight to have the De- 
'partment make specific charges 
| acainst the men, confroni them with 
evidence, and let them battle ii out 
the open. 
Technically, the show was better 
an adequate; in content, it broke 
new ground in radio. Hart explained 





T 


it was the first time. any of the 
rincipals in the “loyalty purge” had 
yrought their cases to the public 
over the air Typically, the two 
State Dept. men were identified on 
the program only as Mr. Blank and 
Mr. Y. 

Although the station may be 


charged with airing only one side of 
this particular fight, fact is that the 
State Dept. has consistently refused 
to make any statements or to pub- 
lish charges against the employees. 
Therefore, WINX may have taken 
the attitude that airing of the dis- 
missed employees’ views may merely 
serve to counterbalance overwheim- 
ing publicity which has been given 
the State Dept. action in the local 
and national press. Program, as 
presented, was persuasive argument 
for a clarification of the entire gov- 
ernment procedure on loyalty firings. 

Both. Messrs. Blank and Y re- 
) affirmed earlier signed affidavits to 
the effect they were net Commu- 
nists, »both admitted as State Dept. 
|employees they had had many “di- 


|rect associations” with representa- 
itives of foreign governments, both 
|officially and socially. (State had 


explained the firing by pointing to 
“indirect associations’ with foreign 
government representatives). 
men said since the firing they have 
been unable to find other employ- 
|ment. Mr. Y, a former college pro- 
fessor, explained he had intended in 
|any event to return to teaching this 
fall, but his college pest was’ no 
longer open. 

| Mr. Blank, an economist, declared 
ibe had had five years with the gov- 


country- | ernment in which he had handled 
men, lend your ears—to the spon- | 


top secret information for the War 
Dept. and for State without “a single 


| question raised on his loyalty.” 
| Arnold agreed that Commies should 
be rout out of government jobs, 


|}pointed out no such charges had 
| been made here, and called on the 
| State Dept. ‘to publish its charges 
against all seven employees—all of 
whem have been unable to find 
other government employment. 
Stanza turned out to be one of 
most striking, in the Hart a. 
oll. 


INQUIRING REPORTER 
With Lonny Starr 
Director: George Waliach 
Producer: Ted Cott 
30 Mins; Sat., 5 p.m. (EST) 
8S. KLEIN 
WNEW, N. WY. 

(John A. Cairns & Co.) 


It's tough to snare retailers as 
radio bankrollers, and WNEW, 
N. Y., didn’t spare the program- 
ming horses in going after the S. 
Klein department store. Result is 
as super-gimmicked a combo of 
program ideas as has come out of 
the loudspeaker in many a day. In 
one package, Kiein has a disk 
jockey, an inquiring reporter, an 
added store attraction (the “record- 
er” quizzes shoppers in Klein's), lis- 
tener participation (they submit 
questions for the reporter to ask), 
giveaways (author of the best ques- 
tion each week and the shopper giv- 
ing the best answer get merchandise 
orders), and a name guest judge 
(who listens in and picks the “best” 
os 4 geta last Sat 

n Way sequence - 
urday (8), recorded interviews with 
five femme shoppers were played 
back. Lonny Starr, as the reporter, 
chattered harmlessly with each, 
then asked them, “If you could have 
one wish what would you wish for?” 
After they answered, they were 
asked to name their favorite pop 
recording. In the airer the record- 
ing named was twirled by disk 
jockey Starr after each interview. 
At the windup, Starr phoned the 
guest judge (Benny Goodman in 
| this case) and asked which answer 
vo! - “wish” question he thought 

‘mb. 

For future stanzas Starr will tag 
along with winners of purchase or- 
ders to record what they bought, 
etc. 

Unusual angle of the airer, aside 
from its comboed gimmicks, is that 
there are no straight commercials 
injected, the sponsor apparently be- 
ing satisfied that constant reference 
| to Klein’s as the setting of the in- 
'terviews is sufficient institutional 


plugging. 
WNEW rates a kudo for co i 
| up with a show that could er. 


2 tail Sele ana at the same time 
lightly divert listeners with a novel 
embellishment of the platter and gab 
routine. Doan, 
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Henry Morgan, who's fairly noted 
both for originality and for rubbing 
people’s fur the wrong way, popped 
up on Walter Winchell’s broadcast 
Sunday (9) to insert “a job wanted 
ad in the classified columns of th® 
Jergens Journal.” Morgan, who is 
being dropped by Eversharp, said 
the ad should read that “a young 
comedian” will be unemployed after 
Dec. 3 and “prospective sponsors 
should contact him through Jergens 
Journal. WwW, for once, was with- 
out comment, 
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“The Power and The Glory,” first 
in the series of original scripts to be 
aired on the “Ford Theatre” hour 
last Sunday (9), 
tailored to afternoon dialers’ tasie 
| Dramat moved along at steady pace, 
| skimming the surface of several im- 
{portant topical problems, but never 
i digging in more deeply than an 
laverage soap opera. Buttressed, 
i however, by some snappy dialog 
|and a good production, session man- 
| aged to sustain interest for the 60- 

minute run. But for a full hour, big- 
| time network show, much more than 
| adequacy is required to really ring 
ithose rating bells. 
| Piot for the Hector Chevigny 
| script was based on a formula mix- 
iture of politics and romance, with 
la peppering of violence. . Dealing 

initially with a conflict bétween a 
crooked political machine in some 

backward state of the Union and a 

group of medicos, story wandered 
|into various arenas of psychiatry, 
| Hitlerism, suicide and murder trials, 
| winding up in a happy clinch, Cast 
|handled the thesping job in com- 
petent style. 


' 


Abbott and Costelle, whose ABC 








was adequately | 


|}a second Steinway, 


| 


|} comedy series is among the co-ops | 


| forced by the American Fedcration 
of Musicians to use choral 
grounds and bridges, are hitting back 
via the air. They had a couple of 
| barbs against the AFM in last Wed- 
|}nesday night’s (5) broadcast, 
signed off with a gag in which Cos- 
tello, in response to Abboitt’s ques- 
tions, said that when music is played 
as loudly as possible it’s fortissimo, 
when softly as possible it’s pianis- 
simo and when played not at all it’s 
Petrillo. 

Earlier in the stanza, it sounded 
as if the comics had been faded off 
the air at the payoff of a joke about 


j 








“bridges,” apparently involving store 
teeth. 
Armistice Day salute of Auto 


Lite’s Dick Haymes show originating 
from CBS Hollywood Thursday (6) 
was a good one. While the first half 
of the stanza was devoted to the 
usual jive, croonings and chirpings, 
final segment took the form of a 
moving, dignified homage to Amer- 
ica’s unknown soldier. 

With a sombre musical background 
handled by Gordon Jenkins’ 6rch, 


script touched on the contemporary 
American soldier “known to 


God,’ then flashed back to Paul 
Revere when “we unfurled the new 


flag of freedom at Lexington.” War 
of 1812 and Civil War were referred 
to. Then came memories of Teddy 
Roosevelt in ’96 as well as World 
War I, up to the last war. Haymes’ 


narration throughout was forthright 
and reverent. 


Transcription Review 


BOUQUET OF MUSIC 














With all-string orch by wi- 
liam Brailowsky; Kirby, an- 
nouncer 


Director: Tom de Huff 
Producer: Vincent J. Galbe 
FERD MULHENS, INC. 

11 ABC Stations 


(Kelly Nason) 


For a commercially gponsored, all- 
musical, 15-minute sequence without 
vocalists, this is a model, tastefully 
presented, easy on the ears, melo- 
dious enough for anybody's network 
at any hour. It teed off last Satur- 
day night (8) on ABC’s owned and 
operated stations and six ABC affili- 
ates in majecr cities (Boston, Wash- 
ington, Minneapolis, St. Louis, Den- 
ver and Miami). The time period 
varies on the different stations. 

In the initial airer, William Brai- 
lowsky led the stringed assemblage 
through sweet-tempoed, artfully ar- 
ranged renditions ef such all-time 
faves as “All the Things You Are,” 
“Humoresque,” “Tales of the Vienna 
Woods” and “Brazil.” Arrangements 
were high-styled in the manner of 
Gould, Kostelanetz, Rose, et al. Gene 
Kirby's intros were examples of 
briefness. 

Commercials for the sponsor’s 4711 
and Sir toiletries were in keeping 
with the tone of the show, -being 
moderate in length, claims and de- 
livery. 

Nobody is going to twist the dial 
off a show like this. Doan. 








and | 


back- | 





HOAGY CARMICHAEL 


With Shirlee Turner, Buddy Cole, 
Phil. Stevens, Beb Le Mond, an- 


mouncer 
Producer: Lucian Davis 
15 Mins.; Sun., 5:36 p.m. 
Sustaini 


ng 
CBS, from New York 


Hoagy Carmichael. one of the top 
ASCAPers in contributing much to 
pop-music via his “Stardust,” “Lazy 
Bones,” “Small Fry” and others, has 
of late become a &im figure.as well. 
With his added boxoffice value, his 
second try on his own air show 
should make a stronger indent. 

In the slot formerly occupied by 
Jean Sablon, the tunesmith gives a 
highly creditable account of himself 
at song and piano. It's an affable 
session that sounds like it~ might 
reasonably emanate from a Third 
avenue (N. Y.) bar and grill. There's 
a nice air of informality in its mu- 
sical and chatter segments which 
makes it easy listening. 

Format is virtually the same as 
his last try. Actually, Carmichael’s 
8Bing is abetted by. Buddy Cole at 
but both key- 
board styles are so integrated that 
the actual result is implementation 
of Carmichael’s style. An addition- 
al beat is provided by Phil Stevens’ 
bass. Dialog is with Shirlee Turner, 
who handles tie smali-talk well. 

Jose. 


MEET THE MEEKS 

With Forrest Lewis, Fran Allison, 
Beryl Vanghn, Cliff Soubrier, 
Mary F. Desmend, Elimira Kessler 

Writer-Director: Les Weinroot 

30 Mims.; Sat., 11 a.m. 

SWIFT CO. 

CBS, from Chicago 

iJ. Walter Thompson) 


In the face of a slump that has 
recentiy hit the food business, Swift 
is apparently taking the aggressive 
method of going after business by 
enlarging its wvadio advertising 
budget. That firm has increased its 
time to one hour on the Saturday 
a.m. slot over NBC following up its 
established Archie Andrews series 
with “Meet the Meeks” which preem- 
ed Saturday (8). 

Show is a pleasant domestic situa- 


tion comedy stanza that made a 
| good imniession on the morning 
trade. There’s a diversity of char- 
acterizatious reminiscent of © key 
characters in many family stanzas, 


with a stress upon juve activities to 
impart cute aspects to the show. 

Initial session related the task of 
the teenage daughter’s attempt to 
convince mother to let her keep a 
dog. There’s no taking any chances 
with that kind of plot. 

As presently constituted, there's 
a considerable job of editing to be 
done. Writing makes all the char- 
acters too gabby, and consequently 
there's a tremendous loss of action. 
Once that's corrected, the direction 
will be smoother and faster. Jose. 


BRUSH CREEK FOLLIES 


With Hiram Higsby, Tune Chasers 
(4), Rhythm Riders (4), Lary 
River Boys (3), Colerade Pete, 
Jed Starkey, Don Sullivan, Millie 
& Sue, Ginger Clark, Linda Car- 
ter, Tiny Tim, Harry Jenks, Eddie 
Edwards; Paul Taylor, David An- 
drews, announcers - 

Producer-Director: Fran Heiser 

Writer: Higsby 

45 Mins.; Sat., 9:45 p.m. 

Participating 

KMBC, Kansas City 
This year’s edition of the Brush 

Creek Follies looks and sounds as 

if everybody at KMBC were trying 

to get into the act. That’s been more 
or less the case, however, ever since 
the show was founded 10 seasons 
ago as the ace showcase of the sta- 
tion’s entire roster of western and 
hillbilly talent. So there’s always 

a stagefull at the Ivanhoe Temple, 

where the show goes live on Satur- 

day nights during the winter listen- 
ing season. 

Try as it might, this 11th edition 
could scarcely be any or 
better than its predecessors. Year 
in and year out the BC Follies is 
about as good a show as radio can 
shuck out of corn, hoedown and the 
nasal twang, and this year's series 
fairly well matches the standard. 
There's a raft of new names on the 

, and a couple more stanzas 
should get them into the shellin’ 
harness with the experienced hands. 

After an absence of several ‘sea- 
sons, Hiram Higsby is back to emcee 
the show. The general plan calls 
for little or no script, and show 
proceeds mostly from a prepared 
outline with Higs to pen what 
dialog is written and to tie the show 
together in person at the mike. It’s 
a chore right up Higsby’s corn row, 
and puts the show in the hands ef a 
vet performer. 

Sirictly new talent inciudes ibe 
singing Lazy River Boys and gal 
Singers Ginger Clark and Linda 
Carter. Tune Chasers continue as. 
Station's top instrumental group, 
with Rhythm Riders only a pace 
behind. Colorado Pete strums and 
sings as the only remainee of the 
original cast. Jed Starkey and his 
Arkansas bass, Don Sullivan and his 
cowboy singing, Millie & Sve and 
their yodeling, and Eddie Ex wards’ 
blackface clowning are stancbys of 
several seasons. Quin. 
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ACE DETECTIVE 


One of radio’s slickest sleuths. He’s wise-cracking, hard-hitting 
Ross Dolan, Detective, played by William Gargan, popular 
Hollywood tough guy. His adventures are packed with action, 
suspense: and thrills! 


GOOD ON THE DRAW 


The man’s got terrific drawing power! Formerly known as ‘‘I 
Deal in Crime,” Ross Dolan, Detective, snagged an 8.6 as a sus- 
tainer .. . later brought in a walloping 10.3 for his client! 


HAS TIME ON HIS HANDS 


. .. And not just ordinary time either! It’s outstanding network 
time. Ross Dolan, Detective, broadcasts on Saturdays at 
8:00 pm EST... immediately followed on ABC by Famous 
Jury Trials, Gangbusters, Murder and Mr. Malone, and Professor 
Quiz. Somebody smart is going to grab this quick. Why not you? 














Ross Dolan, Detective 
Saturdays, 8:00 pm, EST 2 
ABC Program Depariment 
Circle 7-5700 
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FCC Finally Resolves Fort Wayne 
Snarl With Grant Made to Localites 


Washington, Nov. 11. 
One of the most vigorously con- 
tested radio cases in Indiana was 


finally resolved by the FCC last 
week. FCC, ‘after a couple of 
changes of heart, awarded Radio 


Fort Wayne, Inc., use of the 1450kc 
channel for a fulltime station in 
Fort Wayne. At the same time, the 
Commission denied two competing 
bids from the Community Broadcast- 


ing Corp. and evangelist Homer 
Rodeheaver for use of the sarne 
channel. 

It was the third decision released 
by FCC on the controversial case. 


Commission first proposed a grant to 
the Community Broadcasting Corp., 
whose principal, Arthur Feldman, 
has had a total of 17 years of broad- 
cast experience with the BBC, NBC 
and the War Dept.. His wife Rhoda, 
who would have become public serv- 
ice director of the Ft. Wayne station, 
was former assistant to BBC’s pro- 
gram director in New-York. 

In final decision, a majority of the 
FCC bench decided that local resi- 
dence was a more important consid- 
eration than .radio savvy, and cast 
their ballots for Radio Fort Wayne, 
whose stockholders are local resi- 
dents—Merlin H. Smith, Charles A. 
Sprague and Glenn R. Thayer. Smith 
has been a radio performer and his 
two partners are employed on the 
technical staff of WOWOD, Ft. Wayne. 

Rodeheaver was ruled out early in 
the game on gfound he intended a 
largely “absentee” operation. 

Commissioners Clifford J. Durr 


Continued from page 31 


prodigy because he or she was a 
friend of the sponsor family. That 
time has mostly gone. It still ex- 
Mf ists in some cases but seldom with 


ible station opera- 
Air-Happy Mayor the more respons 


tions. 
Minneapolis, Nov. 11, “I can easily understand why you 
Mayor Hubert H. Humphrey 


would not have had time in the past 
Thursday (6) resumed his series |to consider such things as a radio 
of radio reports on municipal | station’s problem in securing spon- 
affairs over WLOL, 7-7:15 p.m, sors whose own messages are valid 
to’ make him a_ four-times-a- 


and worth while. We are in the 
week air performer. Humphrey |same position as the newspaper— 
also does a Home Audit show 


. ‘ basically, we sell circulation. 
three times a week from his of- “Now as to the means of getting 





fice sige ie gn nega gay circulation, and confining the con- 
> > “1 PS * : ‘ 
people seeking homes. in iis | sideration to newscasts, we seek that 

| absence, show is conducted by 


content which touches most vitally 
at the concerns of Cincinnatians. For 
a man to have any integration of his 


other municipal officials. 
Mayor also is negotiating for 


Ss of weekly broadcasts character in this field, he must have 
Boe? WCCO, and at intervals some political beliefs. We cannot 
does_ transcribed shows for |judge a man on the matter of 
KSTP. Frequent guest shots on whether his beliefs are in accord- 


other programs give him an 
average of about six days a 
week on the air. 


ance with our own. The only stand- 
ard of judgment we have been able 
to rationalize with the First Amend- 
ment is that his beliefs be held in 
common by others in the commu- 
nity whose views are accepted by 
our democratic processes. 


“We can censor against libel, 
treason, obscenity and incitement to 
rebellion. We must lean backwards 
to avoid censoring or doing any- 
thing to destroy the mechanisms of 








and Rosel Hyde dissented in last 
two FCC decisions on the case, and 
voted to uphold the proposed find- 
ing of last April preferring the Com- 
munity Broadcasting Corp. 





Buffalo—WBEN and WBEN-FM 
have added three new announcers 
in recent weeks. Marshall Dane| free speech. Those of us with liberal 
came from WCAU, Philadelphia, to | attitudes must do this when it means 
become evening Esso Reporter. Jim | turning the other cheek, 

(Pat) Cooney is doing straight} “The Shell Oil Co. did not con- 
announcing. Ross Weller also is|cern themselves with Garretson’s 
announcing for both AM and FM | political belief’s when they agreed 
' stations. to sponsor him—no more than if 












‘they had decided to buy a page ad 
in the Enquirer. 

“It is the union of advertisers with 
newspapers, magazines and radio 
which has allowed mass media in 
this country to become a reality. If 
we knock out the advertisers we de- 
stroy the media. At such a time 


freedom of speech will become a 
classical parlor conversation.” 





Morgan, Parr 


Continued from page 29 Same 





of ABC’s widely-promoted Wednes- 
day night comedy parlay, on which 
the network has spent considerable 
coin and brainpower. Morgan and 
Paar were vital elements in the com- 
| position of the web’s program se- 
| quencing. 








Morgan Nixes Extension 
Hollywood, Nov. 11. 








Co-ops 
Continued from page 35 


co-ops hit $30,745 weekly, or better 
than $1,600,000 on a yearly basis, At 
the same time, ABC reported that it 
is now “billing over $1,000,000 for 
talent on co-ops.” Both webs were 
quick to emphasize, however, that 
this isn’t profit, talent’s pay comes 
out of it, some shows make money 
whereas others lose, etc. 

Moot question of how far co-ops 
can go before they saturate the 
local-sponsor market seems yet to be 
answered. Specific programs ap- 
pear to have a certain level, as spon- 
sor lures, which they reach quickly, 
ABC’s “Town Meeting,” for instance, 
has 65 sponsors, about the same 
number it had shortly after it went 
co-op. ABC's gabber, Baukhage, 
has 102, against 100 last March, Kate 
Smith, Mutual's brightest co-op star, 





| Henry Morgan has sold his red) 
| Schick razor over the air for Martin 


Strauss. Pair closed out their un- 
friendly association yesterday after 
Strauss, through his agency emis- 
sary, Milton Biow, sought an addi- 
tional week past Wednesday night's 
option date to decide whether or 
not to renew the caustic comic. 
Biow and’ Strauss were told in no 
uncertain terms that there would 
be no extension of time and that 
they had many weeks to make up 
their minds. So after six more 
broadcasts Morgan will eject him- 
self’ from the Eversharp-Schick 
stable. 

Whether or not Morgan leaves 
the Biow shop is up to the agency 
boss, who holds an option for an- 
other two weeks on both the come- 





dian and the ABC time. 
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PAULA WINSLOWE 
as “Mrs. Riley” 
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Fifth Year! 


“THE LIFE OF RILEY” 


, (NBC Sat. Night; for Prell) 


with WILLIAM BENDIX 2s “Riley” 


written by ALAN LIPSCOTT and REUBEN SHIP 
(Assisted by JACK BRECHER and HENRY POSNER) 


. 
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For 1948 Release 
Universal-International Pictures 


Will Present 


“THE LIFE OF RILEY” 


oe © EN FH 2 


as “Digger O’Dell” 


BROWN 


(This advertisement paid for by a friend — Inuing Brecher) 
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hit the 300 sold-stations mark shortly 
aiter her co-op debut last June, and 
now has 301. Runnerup Fulton 
Lewis, Jr., has climbed slowly from 
254 last March to 288 now. 

Yet additional shows can be tossed 
into the co-op field, as A&C, “Info,” 
“Parky” and Joan Davis were in the 
past month, and pick off 25 to 100 
sponsors apiece, without apparent 
cost to established co-ops. 

There are now 46 co-ops, against 39 
last March. The additions are mostly 
Mutual’s. NBC, with seven, is un- 
changed. They’re largely news shows. 
CBS has nine, having added Hawk 
Larabee and “Winner Take All” in 
addition to Joan Davis, but “House 
Party” will drop from the list this 
month when it again gets a national 
sponsor. 

ABC has 13 offerings, having in 
the last six months dropped Cliff 
Edward and Powers Charm School— 
“Tennessee Jed” also has done a 
fade — but having. added Nancy 
Craig and George Hicks’ news in ad- 
dition to A&C. . 

Mutual tops the list with 18 co- 
opers (in March there were 13), 
having in recent months added 
“American Forum of the Air,” “Meet 
the Press,” “Alexander’s Mediation 
Board” and others. “The Shadow,” 
“Captain Midnight” and “Top Harri- 
gan” are co-oped on stations now 
covered by network sponsors. 

“Volume” of Mutual co-op sales 
has increased 85% over last year, 
according to Bert Hauser, MBS’ co- 
op director. And he predicts that 
| the talent revenue figure will pass 
the $40,000 per week mark within 
the next three months. 

An ABC exec has said that that 
net will definitely pitch up another 
bigtime eniry in the co-op ’stakes 
if the A&C deal prospers. 

Feeling generally ig that it’s too 
soon to tell whether high-budgeted 
items can be made to pay off on a 
co-op basis. It’s largely up to station 
salesmen from here in, and muich de- 
pends on economic conditions for 
small business. 

Meantime, Petrillo’s arbitrary ban 
on live music on co-ops is no help. 


PITT CLAIMS A FIRST 
ON DISK JOCK WHIRL 


Pittsburgh, Nov. 11. 

World’s pioneering broadcasting 
station, KDKA, Pittsburgh, recalled 
on its 27th birthday last week that 
current swing of radio’s big-name 
talent to disk-jockeying is nothing 
new. The first platterspinner was Dr. 
Frank Conrad, who founded broad- 
casting with the estabiishment of 
KDKA in November, 1920. But the 
first spinning was more than a year 
earlier, in October, 1919, at Dr. Con- 
rad’s amateur station, 8XK, the fore- 
runner of KDKA. 

Bored by the monotony of continu- 
ous talking during tests, Dr. Con- 
rad placed his microphone before a 
phonograph and began playing rec- 
ords. When his supply ran out, he 
arranged with a Wilkinsburg, Pa., 
music shop to provide disks, on the 
condition that he announce that 
these records could be purchased 


there—this giving radio its first ad- 
vertiser, 





-t LOU CLAYTON 
E EXALL DRUG CO. 
y, NBC, 10:30 


M *e the 
“THIS TIME FOR KEEPS” 
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SOCIETY FOR THE PREVENTION OF CRIME 


INCOR PORAT ED 1678 


422 east 22N0 STREET. NEW yOoRK 10. N- v. TELEPHONE GRAMERCY $-6713 
GEORGE H. SiBLEY: President ALBERT E. RoRABACK, Vice Presid mi DouGLas T. Newsold, Treasurer 
CLARENCE ©. Dimmock, Jn., Secretary Jj. EvwArD LUMBARD, IR. Counsel 





t. ——— 
EpwiN J. LUKAS, Evecutive Director 
DIRECTORS 
Tuowas H. BELVIsO 
pair M. BENTON November 12, 1947 Ps 
J. TRUMAN BipwELl 
Evcene C. CARDER 





BeNIJAMIN M, DayY 


Ciarance O. DIMMOCE, Jn, wr. Niles Trammell 

Cae, HOORNDEBE president, National prosdcasti ng Company 

Mrs. WILLIAM B, Huseeit 30 pnockefeller plaza 
1 own comuce New York 20, N-T- 
DoveLas T. NewsBoLD 

| MILLARD Ace pear Mr. Trammell: 

) Joun E. ScaRFF 
Beene Terral the Board of pirectors of the society for the prevention of Crime 
Geonon H. SiPLa nas noted with snterest your announcement to the effect that in 
R Eases rearan, $0 order to protect juvenile Listener® from harmful influences the 





Wa." T. VAN ALSTYN® National proadcasting Company will not schedule so-called "crine® 


ADVISORY COUNCIL programs before 9:30 PeMe 


HENRIETTA AppDITON 
Casor Bates 
VioLa W. BERNARD 


Your realisation that @ problem exists is 4 notable step in the 








--yoesedl ss right direction, but hasn't radio & public service opportunity 
i. 3. cae which its populer crime programs have 1om ignored, namely;. crime j 
Eowann R. Cane prevention beyond the ineffectual admonition that ®crime does not 
CBARLES L. Cuauts ; 
G. A. DYKSTRA pay"? Would this not be & wor thy service et any hour of the dey 
MAaRAHALL Fis_D or night? 
Roseat B. GavuULt 
CHARLES K. Gitseat , 
Eown Gi ns the society believes it would and hes therefore eu thorised and 
fsepooe 7. GLUaCE developed the production of an authentic dramatized crime evention 
tava Waren radio progre™, adrewing its exclusive material from the society's 
NoRMAN 8. HAYNBR voluminous files am actual experiences. 
4 WiLLiaM HBALY 
ree aus ye believe this progre™ tentatively titled CRIMINAL CASEBOOK, @nd 
— Pager en produced under the able supervision of our Executive pirector » 
Leonang W. Maro Edwin J. pukas——-conteins all the dramatic elements jnherent in the 
ena ~ ta pest of the crime programs now on the air andi will, 4n additions 
Monnus PLOSCOWs carry with it the unqualified endorsement of socisl and criminological 
WALTER C. ReCKLESS agencies ° 
KENYON J. ScuDDss 
G. HowLAND SHaw 
sow A ware - In offering this program for commer cial proadcast, the society points 
Waites WHITE out that it will require courageous and _public-spirited sponsorship» 


8) 

startling #04 challenging matures Further, the society reserves the 

right to refuse sponsorship af it considers the product advertised 
with the nature of the programe 
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Storm Brewing 
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how they propose to operate their | to Washington to lay this charge be- 
stations “in the public interest.” | fore the House Committee on Un- 
Many of the complaints reaching American Activities. 
FCC point out the preachers appear Coy on Cash 
to be extremely wealthy and no con- FCC’s principal concern, however, 
trols appear to be exerted over their | was Smith’s failure to report as per- 
radio fund-raising activities. sonal liabilities large sums of cash 
Dramatic example is that of J.| he got from members of his family 
Harold Smith, radio preacher from | and friends to finance his AM and 
Knoxville, whose bid for a license | FM stations in- Knoxville. His ap- 
to cover his station permit WIBK, | plication also failed to report dis- 
Knoxville, was.aired in hearing re- | position of some 50 shares of com- 
cently. (Hearing has been recessed | mon stock which later turned up in 
to Knoxville Nov. 17 where Smith|a three-way split between the 
is expected to summon witnesses in | Smiths and their program manager 
his behalf.) The Knoxville preacher | Marvin Thompson. 
was quizzed by FCC for his failure 
to be “candid” on his financing or | station bid from the Rev. Wendell 
to disclose purchase of $85,000 worth | Zimmerman. Over 200 protests have 
of radio time and a $15,000 loan to| reached FCC on this request, in- 
radio station XERF in Villa Cuna,| cluding letters from most of the 
Mexico. churches in the state, university and 
Roger Peace, WFBC, Greenville, business people. Zimmerman is 
S. C.: Walter Brown, manager of charged with arranging meetings for 
WSPA, Spartansburg, S. C.; R. B. Gerald L, K. Smith at which riots 
Westergaard, WNOX, Knoxville, and | occurred. A Kansas City law firm 
a half-dozen ministers took the | forwarded to FCC a Dun & Brad- 
stand to oppose grant of an FCC | Street report alleging that finances 
license to Smith. One called him|Sworn to by Zimmerman and his 
outright a “religious racketeer.” | Pals in his application; and even 
When WFBC and WSPA cancelled | their ages, are false. He is a Fun- 
his programs, the preacher urged | damentalist who goes in for anti- 
his disciples to boycott the station, Semitism, anti-Catholicism, ae. C 
dubbed its principals “devils from cording to letters received at Fe 
hell,” etc. Intemperate sermons Commission also recently wound 
stirring up racial and political | UP 4 hearing in Oakland, Cal., on 
hatreds also characterized Smith's | bid of Thomas Patton and his evan- 
radio talks, it was testified. gelist wife. _The Pattons operate a 
E ; bona fide Bible school in Oakland, 
When his contract with WNOX but FCC had complaints that they 
was cancelled in 1946, Smith and the | attacked those of other faiths vio- 
Rev. Harvey Springer staged atorch-| jentiy in their gospel teachings. 
light protest parade in front of the | pearing however, developed both 
station, publicly accused owners| opposition and support for Patton 
Scripps-Howard of leading a “Com-| in ‘the Oakland area. Pattons, who 
munist conspiracy” to drive the word 


; are said to be wealthy, promised 
of God off the air, and finally came | ine FCC not to solicit funds over 


their station but propose to run a 
regular commercial operation. 
In Minneapolis, FCC has tabbed 
for hearing bid of the Northwestern 
Theological Seminary and Bible In- 
stitute, apparently in response to let- 
ters alleging anti-Semitic preach- 
ings by that institution’s 87-year-old 
president Dr. W. B. Riley. Ameri- 
can Jewish Congress and United 
Labor Committee of Minnesota have 
both queried FCC about this applica- 
tion, 
On the other hand, FCC has been 
handing out permits to religious 
d WDSU broadcasts $000 watts | groups whose teachings are less con- 
all from the. French Quarter to | troversial at the rate of one or two 
the Gulf and South Louisiana listeners. |. onth. Kentucky Mountain Holi- 
From daily association with time-honored | ness Assn, in Lawson, Ky.—headed 
Se rchaanllt a biahs eenatiy pre malt by two lady preachers—won a per- 
¢eveloe am ality in A . ° ® 
pda danetes a ney —< y - —~ a Bh: arene —s 
and exclusively-to the Sc. Louis Cathedral, | 10 S€li Only one-munwte spots & 
the International House, Moisant Inter- | day, or just enough to meet oper- 
national Airport, Tulane University, | ating expenses. 
Union Station, the Municipal Auditorium, | Baptists are particularly active in 
Symphonies and Operas. lists of new station owners. Grants 
WDSU's dominate Hoop- | have recently gone to Hinson Memo- 
perme aire reroute rial Baptist Church, pute. Ore.; 
- . Bethesda Free Church, Indianapolis; 
creates Sigh Whente Mary Hardin-Baylor Baptist. College 
in Texas. In addition, the Baptists 
have filed a total of six FM bids in 
Texas alone. 














Philadelphia—A four-page folder 
entitled “So You’re Going to Con- 
dust A Seminar on the WCAU 
Career Forum?” is being distributed 
by the station to civic leaders, in- 
dustrialists and educators who will 
be guests on the 1947 series. Folder, 


NEW ABC in black and white, is written in- 
oncans WDSU Affiliate formally as a helpful guide to fa- 
5000 





| 1280 ke Wafts 


JOHN BLAIR & CO., Representative 





and procedure. 
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In Kansas City, FCC is probing 4 | 


miliarize the guests with background 


U. OF MINN. SEEKING FRI. 
NIGHT AIRING PERMIT 


Minneapolis, Nov. 11. 


KUOM, Univ. of Minnesota sta- 
tion, is campaigning to make broad- 
casts of Minneapolis Symphony Or- 
chestra concerts from Northrop au- 
ditorium, .on university campus, a 
regular Friday night feature. It’s 
seeking permit for after-sunset op- 
erations and has redoubled efforts 
since the FCC permitted a single 
broadcast of season’s opening con- 
cert. Listener response proved 
much larger than anticipated. 


KUOM is on same wavelength as 


From The Production Centers 


Continued from page 30 


....Producer Fred Levings checked out last week to make his home in 
San Francisco....Ella Manipoli (Ella Merien) of WGNB is Chi winner in 
“Carnegie Hall” musical contest. 

“Meet the Meeks” commercial bow was gandered by 125 execs of Swift 
& Co..,...Friday night curtain of Spike Jones’ stageshow goes up at 10:30 
p.m,, to’ give the maestro time to return from his CBS broadcast. ...NBC 
newcomers include Nancy Willis, Joann Frakes and Jean Frakes.,..New 
“Jack Armstrong” contest has 1,112 radio-phono combos as prizes, which 
should get parents listening with the kids....Don McNeill housewarming 
at his new manse in Winnetka, Ill.....Jean Carson singing for vets at 
Great Lakes Hospital....“First Nighter” script of Nov. 22 is from» Bob 
Hartman’s typewriter....Jim Mahoney handshaking for Mutual last week 








WJZ, N. Y., assured a clear channel | 
by FCC, thus requiring KUOM to | 
cease operations at sunset. | 
Station manager, Burton Paulu, | 
| however, told commission in Wash- | 
lington that few listeners in the 
KUOM area are able to receive 
| WJZ. 


| 
| 
| 
| 


6-Man Group To 
Set Gab Policy 


ashington, Nov. 11. 


The 34-man industry-wide music 
committee named to plan strategy 
for upcoming negotiations with 
| James C. Petrillo, met at National 
| Assn. of broadcasters headquarters 
|here last week and promptly ap- 
|pointed six of their membership as 
a special planning subcommittee to 
set policy. 

The six represent all phases of the 
broadcasting industry as _ follows: 
Judge Justin Miller, for the AM 
networks and broadcasters; William 
Fay representing the FM _Assn.; 
Charles Gaines, for the transcription 
companies; Lawrence Phillips for the 
Television Broadcasters Assn.; and 
Edward Wallerstein for the record 
manufacturers. Richard P. Doherty, 
NAB director of employee-employer 
relations, will serve as executive 
secretary to the subcommittee. 

Decision to streamline the com- 
mittee came after preliminary 
recommendations by NAB  vice- 
prexy Frank Mullen that NAB’s | 
Justin Miller be named chairman of | 














the entire music committee. Final 
plan represents entire industry and 
was voted overwhelmingly by the 
committee membership. 













Golenpaul 


—_ Continued from page 29 








would run to approximately $9,564. 
The scale for the pianist who played 
the show before the ban was $31.88. 
“Caught in Squeeze” 


Declaring that he has always been 
sympathetic to organized labor’s posi- 
tion and abided by union rules, 
Golenpaul sees his program caught 
in a squeeze over a controversy be- 
tween Petrillo’s union and broadcast- 
ers, He argues that the effect of the 
ban on co-ops is a restrictive one, 
only at the expense of the perform- 
ers, local stations and small adver- 
tisers, all of. whom participate in co- 
op shows. The complaint wants to 
know why the AFM doesn’t carry the 
ban to a logical conclusion and bar 
musicians from all network shows. 

Golenpaul surrounds his recital of 
how the ban has tended to damage 
the quality of “Information’s” pre- 
sentation with a host of lists and sta- 
tistics, such as the type of musical 
guests and the percentages of musical 
questions, The petition also points 
out how the co-op show serves the 
public interest, stating that such 
sponsored programs are “not only a 
means of benefiting the small adver- 
tiser but also of giving the public a 
‘larger number of programs featuring 
good talent than would be possible if 
a network were the only means of so 
doing.” 

The complaint even calls attention 
of the NLRB to the forthcoming ban 
on phono disks, holding that such a 
condition would make it still more 
difficult for local stations to give 
their listeners the opportunity of 
hearing good musicians, Appended 
to the complaint is a list of the co-op 
shows carried on the various net- 
works. 





Atlanta—Headley-Reed Co., station 
rep outfit, has resigned its represen- 
tation of WAGA here effective Nov. 
1 to become national rep for WCON, 
the Atlanta Constitution station now 
under construction. WCON, which 
will be an ABC affiliate, is expected 
to get on the air in December. Sta- 
tion will operate full time on 5,000 
watts at 550 ke, 
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in Montana....WIND holding open house for trade at its new quarters 
in Wrigley Bldg., Nov. 13....Jack Owens’ wife and daughter at ringside 
for his opening (7) at College Inn....Capt. Bill Eddy talking on “What 
Happened in Television Yesterday” at Radio Management club, 
As a side line, announcer John Weigel of “Curtain Time” and “Meet the 
eeks,” runs a cheese shop on Lake street....Kong Liu and Dickie Orlan 
of “Juvenile Jury” set for guesting on Tommy Bartlett’s “Meet the Stars” 
..Larry Teich’s “Billie the Brownie,” a pre-Christmas show, now in its 
15th year on WTMJ....Ivor Kenway in town for huddle with ABC brass 
..Bob Hurleigh, WGN news chief, started a five-a-week series this week 
on Mutual’s central and western stations. Pierre Andre is announcer.... 
Jack Payne spinning the disks on WENR platter show while Linn Burton 
vacations on the Coast....Disk jock Jack L. Cooper leads the field on local 
air mentions with 154 each weekday....Bob Elson interviewing Louella 
Parsons for his “On the Century”....Disk jock Ernie Simon ribbing WJJD 
brass on his morning show....Kleve Kirby will handle the chatter on 
three-a-week “All Kinds of People” when it tees off on WMAQ Nov. 17. 


Y&R 
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cities. As a starter for this ex- 
panded coverage of the U. S. scene, 
Charles Collingwood has been 
shipped to Los Angeles and Bill 
mediate prospect of a better time | Downs to Detroit. Strip, in the 
becoming available. 9-9:15 am. slot, will be co-oped. 
Likely sale of “Comedy Theatre”| (Neither NBC’s “Report on Eu- 


nip , rope” nor CBS’ “News of America,” 
’ the er : 
hae pay i tad me sn however, will be aired by the webs’ 
proposed AFRA benefit series,) NY. flagships.) 


“Show of the Year,” which the 
Sullivan, Stauffer, Colwell & Bayles 
agency recently tried to put together 
for Pall Mall. However, since the 
union has indicated its willingness 
to waive its own Rule 12 to permit 
name performers to appear at less 
than their regular fees, it’s under- 
stood other groups are mulling such 
stanzas. For instance, the American 
Guild of Variety Artists is known 
to have had such a series in mind 
for some months, and somewhat 
similar ideas have been considered 
from time to time by the Lambs. 


gE Sharp Upbeat 


Continued from page 28 











Mutual capped its sale of a four- 
a-week evening “Newscope” to 
Kaiser - Frazer and William lL. 
Shirer’s commentary to Piedmont 
Shirt Co. by inking Peter Paul last 
week to sponsor an 8 a.m. news strip. 

















which may be introduced before the 
year’s end, making use of a battery 
of tape recorders in N. Y. to wax 
on-the-spot pickups for editing and 
playback. 
Wire-recorded playbacks by all 
four nets of testimony in the recent 
Hollywood Red probe hearings spot- 
lighted the new emphasis on this 
type of news coverage. Consensus 
in radio circles that this was an ee 
example of “radio at its best,” served 4 
to accent the trend. > 
NBC let Leon Pearson, Drew} ®@ 
Pearson’s brother, newly hired 
(away from International News 
Service) for the web’s European 
staff, kick off the new “Report on 
Europe” last weekend from N. Y. ° 
Future editions of the stanza will 9 
be shortwaved from Europe, fea- yA 
. 





THERE'S PLENTY OF 
BUSINESS IN 










Share By 
Using..-- 
turing Henry Cassidy, the web’s Eu- 
ropean news chief, and various 
members of his staff. 

Don Hollenbeck, who conducts the 
widely kudosed “CBS Views the 
Press,” will handle the new “CBS 
News of America,” picking up re- 
ports from staff newsmen in key 
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“Pop, why doesn’t the little guy eat Wheaties 
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Com] Setup Looming as Threat To 
~ State-Controlled French Radio 


Paris, Nov. 4. 


A 
» 





French radio, currently state con- 
trolled, and without commercials, 
will soon be the center of a big 
political battle. Question to be de- 
cided is whether it is to remain in its 
present status in entirety, or whether 
a private enterprise group, spear- 
headed by Marcel Bleustein-Blan- 
chet, is to be permitted to run an 
independent radio corporation us- 
ing one of the national stations. 

From a business angle, there’s no 
doubt that the current system is 
disastrous for the state. French 
radio has a personnel of 4,000 and 
cannot live except through state 
subsidy. From the political angle, 
leftists are dead set against parmit- 
ting private interests to get on the 
air while they control it, though 
the Communists are of the opinion 
that incepting private radio here 
might eventually give them a chance 
to obtain an outlet for their propa- 
ganda. 

For the last 18 months, French 
radio has been headed by Wladimir 
Porche, undér the supervision of 
Minister Pierre Bourdan. But it’s 
known that Premier Paul Ramadier 
is not satisfied with the way news 
is being handled by Radio Journal, 
or its departmental head M. Gay- 
man and his aide Francis Cremieux. 


The man Ramadier really trusts 
is commentator Jean Quittard. For 
a time Ramadier had thought of 
creating a special Ministry for Radio 
headed by Bourdan. This would he 
the end of Porche and the return 
to the exec post of Claude Bourdet, 
who has already run French radio, 
but was fired in_1946 following an 
“atomic” broadcast by Pierre Nocher 
which caused such an alarm that 
there were many complaints against 
use of such realistic material. 

If Bleustein-Blanhet—who same 
to radio via a publicity agency, in- 
stigated commercials here in 1929, 
and became owner of Radio Cite 
Broadcasting Co.—gets his way and 
can run a private radio company 
side by side with state radio, he will 
have with him Louis Merlin, cur- 
rently heading sales and programs 
for Radio Luxembourg; Jean An- 
toine, son of the late actor, and radio 
producer Jacques Vital. Also inter- 
ested would be the Dupuis group, 
headed by American-born Mrs. 
Dupuis, owner of the prewar daily 
Petit Parisien. 

Luxembourg Opposition 


Biggest opposition to independent 
French radio would be Radio 
Luxembourg, currently blanketing 
the continent and about to treble its 
power. It has numerous commer- 
cial accounts, using talent which 
were once on French radio. Biggest 
account currently is Roja beauty 
products, starring Maurice Chevalier 
in disked show. 

Other opposition is Radio Monte 
Carlo, which is owned partly by the 
French government. It is going to 
increase its wattage so as to be 
“clearly heard from Paris. Price of 
time is much cheaper than Radio 
Luxembourg, rating about $100 per 
15 minutes as against Lux’s $400. 


Radio Andorra, which was very 
popular at the time of liberation, 
due mostly to a smart femme an- 
nouncer, has gone down a lot since. 

Putting up the stiffest fight against 
the resumption here of private 
broadcasts is Jean Guignebert, who 
before the war was on private radio 
at Radio Cite, and became head of 
French radio’ before Bourdet and 
Parche. He owns a radio Weekly 
which is the only one to carry na- 
tional radio advertising, which, sug- 
Bests a long contract inked at the 
time he ran the radio setup. 

_ The battle will be staged in Par- 
liament when it convenes again, and 
it looks as if under some shape or 
form private radio was to get a 
chance again simultaneously with 
State controlled radio. 


MEX GOVT. PURCHASES 
SHUTTERED STATION 


Mexico City, Nov. 4. 

The Government has officially an- 
nounced acquisition by purchase 
(amount not disclosed) of station it 
closed some time ago at Villa 
Acuna, opposite Eagle Pass, Tex, 
that was operated by the late Dr. 
John A. Brinkley interests. 

Government explained shuttering 
was due to certain publicity the sta- 
tion aired that violated Mexico's 
health laws, 





One-Day Network Plugs 
North Carolina FM Day 


Raleigh, Nov. 11. 
A statewide network of 13 FM 
stations went on the air for 12 hours 
| Oct. 29 to mark North Carolina’s 
|observance of FM Day as a part 
| of National Radio Week. The pro: 
|gram, sponsored by the North Caro- 








|\lina FM Assn., was not the launch- | 


ling of a network, but “simply a 
demonstration to the public of what 


of broadcasting,” officials said. 
Harold Essex, veepee in charge of 
radio of the Piedmont Publishing 
Co., Winston-Salem, and program 
chairman for the one-day network, 
said the 13 stations broadcast from 9 
|a.m. to 9 p.m. He said stations taking 
part were WMIT, Mount Mitchell; 
WAIR-FM, Winston-Salem; WGNC- 
FM, Gastonia; WAYS-FM, Charlotte; 
WSTC-FM, Statesville; WSTP-FM, 
Salisbury WMFR-FM, High Point; 
WHPE-FM, High Point; WGBG-FM, 
Greensboro; WBBB-FM, Burlington; 
WRAL-FM, Raleigh; WGTM-FM, 
Wilson, and WGBR-FM, Goldsboro. 


can be accomplished with that type | 





Kaycee Radio Council 
Spreads Air Facts To 
Student, Civic Groups 


Kansas City, Nov. 11. 

Radio as a subject of academic 
interest is on the upbeat locally, 
judging from the first regular meet- 
ing of the Kansas City Radio Coun- 
cil, group organized to spread facts 
of radio before student and civic 
groups. Ann Hayes, KCMO’s femme 
broadcaster, is president of the 
council. 

The panel-type meeting held at 
the Univ. of Kansas City last wéek 
drew well over 100 persons, where 
attendamee in past years has been 
less than 25% of tha number. Pat- 
tern for the year is to turn each 
meeting over to a major station lo- 
cally which can voice info about its 


policies, programs and services. A | 


panel then stands by to 
queries from the audience. 

Panel this year is made up of 
George Stumpf, KCKN; Bill Bates, 
WDAF; Sid Tremble, KCMO; John 
Wahlstedt, WHB, and Rod Cupp, 
KMBC. Cupp had charge of this 
meeting to tell the KMBC story and 
its hookup with CBS. Meeting was 
made a feature of National Radio 
Week observance in Kansas City. 


answer 





Seattle—Johnny Forrest, continu- 
ity chief at KOL, local indie, has 
been made program director for the 
station. 


Albany, Nov. 11. 

A blistering attack on and a weak 
defense of radio, by youthful speak- 
ers from Christian Brothers Acad- 
emy and the Academy of the Holy 
Names, highlighted a discussion of 
“The Advantages and Disadvantages 
of Radio in Education,” at the adult 
Social Science School in the Acad- 
lemy of the Holy Name. It was the 
| first time a forum on radio had been 
iheld at the Social Science School 
land it 
|instances in which the effects of 
| broadcasting had been 
|debated by Catholie high schools in 
| Albany. 
Rev. Harold B. Hinds, 
|director of the CYO and formér 
head of the diocesan radio council, 
presided. An audience of 250, in- 
cluding many teenagers, appeared 
to side with John Roche and Roger 
Ryan, of CBA, as they delivered 
broadsides at commercial radio. 
Joan Leach and Betty Welsh, of 
Holy Names Academy, upheld radio. 

No repesentatives of area stations 
or of the broadcasting industry were 
on hand to answer queries some of 
which only a person in the business 
could handle—or to explain the rea- 
sons for the present air setup. Their 
absence was particularly noticeable 











also was one of the first | 


Catholic Schoolboys Take Radio On 
At Forum—To Ether’s Disadvantage 


during the strong criticism delivered 


at children’s programs — notably 
“Superman,” “Captain Midnight,” 
“Tom Mix,” “Hop Harrigan” and 


“Buster Brown.” 
Commercials Blasted 


Commercials received a_ blasting 
from Roche and Ryan, at well as 
from several audience speakers. The 
charge unloosed was that they were 
too frequent, exaggerated and over- 
emphasized. Kids present laughed 
as several commercial messages 


4 ; were repeated. Mystery shows and 
licly | ; ’ 
publicly |}soap operas also took a verbal beat- 


| ing. 


diocesan | 





Roche several times winged at a 
“Tuesday night comedian”—he meant 
Bob Hope—for alleged blue ma- 
terial. He demanded “censorship” of 
script, to prevent off-color cracks 
from getting on the air. The audi- 
ence apparently agreed with him. 


Programs approvingly mentioned 
by either or both sides were: news 
commentaries by H. V. Kaltenborn, 
Walter Winchell and Fulton Lewis; 
the American Forum of the Air, 
Town Meeting of the Air, Chicago 
Univ. Roundtable and Catholie 
Hour. Father Hinds received no re- 
ply to his query whether Toscanini 
had any forum followers. 
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by Edgar Kobak 
President, Mutual Broadcasting System 





We think Custard Pies are for eating. 

But it seems there are people who prefer 
to throw Custard Pies. In fact, some people 
have heaved a few at our LISTENABILITY 
Study. Which is all right with us because we 
know LISTENABILITY is solid and sound 
enough to “take” it. But in order to clarify 
a situation which has become needlessly be- 
fogged, we think the time has come to take, 
a good long look under the pie and at our 
face. So let's go back a little in time. 

First of all, what is LISTENABILITY? 

It's the Mutual-developed method of com- 
puting physical coverage of radio stations 
and networks. It is an engineering method, 
based upon accepted standards (many of them 
FCC standards or higher) and, as such, it is 
accurate, dependable and conservative. It is 
more than a “can hear” measurement; it’s a 
“good-enough-to-listen-to” yardstick — from 
the listener's and not the broadcaster's view- 
point, which is important. 

This Engineering measurement is new — 
not because any of its components are new 
— but because, for the first time, an engineer- 
ing measurement has effectively balanced all 
the factors which affect the strength and clar- 
ity of a signal. All these factors have long 
been known to radio engineers. Mutual ‘just 
put them together in a measurement method 
which makes sense. 

Now-— why, in the face of BMB, did we 
feel it necessary to develop a new coverage 
measurement ? 

There are two reasons for this: as you'll 
remember, the BMB Survey was made in 





tape 





March 1946 and the network figures were 
released in June 1947—some fifteen months 
later. 

Taking the number of Mutual stations for 
which we originally had BMB figures (285) 
and subtracting 11 stations since replaced 
and 18 stations now operating with increased 
power, we find that today we have usable 
BMB figures for only 256 stations. But today 
(November 1, 1947) we have 468 stations. 
That means there are 212 Mutual stations 
for which there are no BMB figures. The 
BMB Study was out of date for Mutual the 
day it was published; and it gets more out of 
date every day. 

Consequently, to give a true picture of 
Mutual as of today we had to develop a 
method which would measure g/l our sta- 
tions. We could do no less for advertisers and 
advertising agencies. 

Reason No. 2 is that advertisers and agen- 
cies need (and should be given) dependable, 
up-to-date figures on their potential audi- 
ence (i.e. coverage figures ) as muchas “listen- 
ing” or “audience” figures. And coverage 
figures is what LISTENABILITY provides. 

Three months ago, we began showing our 
LISTENABILITY maps and figures to lead- 
ing advertisers and agencies; and they got 
even a better reception than we had expected. 
What started out to be a measure of Mutual's 
uncounted coverage (uncounted by BMB) was 
applied to other networks for comparison’s 
sake; what started out as a private Manage- 
ment tool became a service to the industry. 

That was when we got the idea that per- 


haps BMB might profitably look into our 
LISTENABILITY method—and then the 
Custard Pies began to fy. 

But we want to get back to our knitting — 
to our selling. We like our selling story—and 
many advertisers do too— because it’s so 
simple. It’s simply this: 

We have LISTENABILITY maps which 
show clearly where people can hear Mutual 
stations (and compéting network stations) 
consistently and well: where programs can 
be profitably promoted and merchandised. 

As of October 1, 1947, our daytime LIS- 
TENABILITY figure (including dual affili- 
ates) is 29,245,000. This is a mammoth 
potential — radio homes in which Mutual can 
be heard with a signal good and clear enough 
to encourage regular listening. 

What's more, to an increasing degree,- 
Mutual is being /istened to. The World Series 
is a good example: the Crossley Average Rat- 
ing for the entire Series was 36.7, the highest 
World Series rating on record. The top rating 
for a single game in the Series was 57.6— 
the highest rating ever achieved -by a day- 
time commercial program. 

The moral of our tale is: with a good pro- 
gram an advertiser can convert homes which 
can listen into homes which do listen. And 
the better the show, the harger the number 
of listening homes. 

A final note: on Mutual you get more 
radio-homes-per-dollar than on any other 
network— which, in the last analysis, is what 
advertisers buy. Shall we show you the proof? 


Mutual Broadcasting System 


WORLD’S LARGEST NETWORK 


APPLE-PIE-ORDER NOTE: We have renewed our Subscription to B.M.B. 
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Broadway last year, was equally 
good as the ruined daughter. Her 
hysterical scene with Mitchell after 
she’d been despoiled by the villain 
highlighted the performance but it 
was her fine shading and under- 
paying throughout the show that 
shone through. 

Vaughn Taylor, who’s acquired 
most of his thesping rep in NBC 
tele shows, was standout as the un- 
attractive and cowardly grocer who 
offered to pay the family’s debts if 
the daughter would consent to marry 
him. Also standout were Barry 
Macullom as Clutie John, the town’s 
harmonica-playing halfwit; Lawr- 
ence Fletcher as Withrow, the vil- 


Television Reviews 


Continued from page 34 





| 
| 


ing. Pre-show interviews with 
Langner, Frank Mullen and various 
legit personalities conducted Sun- 
day night by Ben Grauer were sup- 
posed to build the thesis of a first- 
night audience. All it accomplished, 
however, was to hold up the start 
of the show a needless 10 minutes. 





MEET THE PRESS > 
With Martha Rountree; James A. 
Farley, Lawrence Spivak, Murray 


lain: Louis Beachner as Andrew, the | WNBT-NBC, N. ¥. 


brother, and Grace Mills as_ the 
mother. 


Fact that 


NBC and the Guild ex-| 


ercised meticulous care in the pro-| 


duction was evidenced by the filmed 
intro. Filmed bridges, to mark the 
passage of time between acts, were 
not too wisely selected but the scene 
showing the actual murder of Wiith- 
row by the villain, also done partly 
on film, was excellent. Film was 
evidently prepared in advance and 
was cued into the live part of the 
show right on the nose. Use of the 
device opens up new fields for ex- 
terior shots in future tele dramatic 
shows. 


NBC, incidentally, would do well | 


to forego its constant practice of pat- 
ting itself on the back every time it 
comes out with something new and 
good in tele. Granted that the 
plaudits are deserved, the web 
should still let others do the kudos- 





Davis, Warren Moscow, Robert 

Humphreys, guests 
Producer: Herb Leder 
Director: Roger Muir 
30 Mins.; Thurs., 8 p.m. 

GENERAL FOODS 
(Benton & Bowles) 

After several weeks of alterca- | 
tions with NBC toppers, who re- 
portedly objected to “Meet thx 
Press” as being “too controversial,” 


Benton & Bowles finally succeeded 
in obtaining an NBC okay to put 
their televised version of the show 
on the air. It might have been bet- 
ter, though, to have taken NBC’s 
advice. Show has been lifted bodily 
from the radio script, with no video 
dressing to take advantage of the 
fact that tele offers sight as well as 
sound, Audience could have watched 


it with their eyes closed and got 
just as much from it. 
It’s only as interesting, conse- 


quently, as the radio show, meaning 
that all its merit lies in the guestars 
involved. B&B was lucky enough 
to round up James A. Farley for the 


preem show and promises Sen. Rob- 
ert A. Taft and Harold Stassen for 
subsequent performances, with both 
of the latter to be cut in from Wash- 
ington. Format is the familiar one 
of having the guest ‘interviewed on 
any subject by four newspaper re- 
porters, in this case Lawrence 
Spivak, editor-publisher of Mercury 
mag; Murray Davis, of the N. Y. 
World-Telegram; Warren Moscow, of 
the N. Y. Times, and Robert Hum- 
phreys, of Newsweek. Martha Roun- 
tree, packager of the radio show, 
serves as emcee, 


Farley gave an excellent. account 
of himself in the unrehearsed ques- 
tion-and-answer period, giving hon- 
est impressions on various important 
topics of the day and parrying any 
questions that might have been too 
embarrassing to answer. With tele 
now a recognized factor @m the 
political horizon, Farley can be 
counted on to use it to good advan- 
tage if he ever decides to run for 
office. Four reporters acted like 
|four reporters, As for Miss Roun- 
tree, she lent virtually nothing to 
lithe show, drawing interest only 
| through her obvious nervous glances 
| at the cameras. 

Plugs for General Foods’ Maxwell 
House Coffee were done live,emerg- 
ing as both amuSing and unobtrusive. 
B&B producer Herb Leder, in his 
first crack at actually airing a show 








| since NBC gave agency producers a 
| free hand, made out okay. Stal. 
| Philadelphia — WIP is now dis- 


|tributing, for the fourth consecutive 
|year, a series of educational hand- 
|books for educators and 
people. The bocks include “Explor- 
| ing Music,” “A Trip to the Zoo,” and 
“Fun With Rhythm.” 











K SOUTHERN YANKEE 


A Southern gentleman and a Yankee scholar .. . that’s 
MEL ALLEN, winner for the second successive year of 
the Sporting News Award for his “outstanding play-by- 
play description of the Yankee Baseball Games on WINS.” 

Now the versatile Mr. Allen turns to other records as he 
assumes the role of a disc personality on his own 2-5 p.m. 
daily program. 

The MEL ALLEN SHOW is important not only because 
Mel can deliver an audience—witness the 11,000 letters in 
two weeks he averaged on simple request for all star team 
nominations—but also because it’s the first of the WINS 
new bloc programming format. 






CROSLEY 


Both listener and advertiser benefit from the MEL AL- 
LEN SHOW for it calls for long range planning and 
listening. Thus WINS continues its efforts to serve metro- 
politan New York to the fullest of its ability. 
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groups with regard to provisions of 
a new code. 

Louis N. Brockway, exec veepee of 
Young & Rubicam and chairman of 
the. AAAA’s radio-tele committee, is 


said to have told the NAB’ers that 
sponsors and agencies were strongly 
opposed to the proposed commercial 
limitations on daytime quarter-hour 
shows under single sponsorship, It's 
understood both the AAAA and ANA 
reps indicated no liking for curbs on 
30-minute and hour-long shows, 
either, but made no bones about their 
especially disliking -the proposed 
rules on 15-minute daytimers, 

It's said also that the advertiser 
and agency spokesmen put in a pitch 





tion until they had more time to 
study it over. 
The code as set now is supposed to 


become effective Feb. 1. 
Califernia Squawks 
One of the board members com- 
mitted to enter protests against im- 


mediate action, Bill Ryan, KFI, Los 
Angeles, will hit Washington backed 





by two resolutions of the Northern 
and Southern California Broadcast- 
ers’ Assns. The Northern group 
recommended either rescinding of 


radio | the present code or elimination of 


j} all restrictions on commercial copy 


|}and provision for a 90-day 
| period before adoption. 


| week 


The South- 
California broadcasters 
wanted final code action de- 
ferred until the next annual NAB 
convention, skedded for mid-May. 
Same goes for other Board mem- 
bers whose districts have instructed 
them to seek postportement of final 


ern 


| code action. 


Present at the Board meeting will 
be Ted Cott, WNEW, N. Y. program 
manager, wh®se indie committee 
last month drafted a brand new code 
and requested representation at 
Thursday's meeting; Robert Swezey, 
Mutual veepge, chairman. of the 
NAB code committee, who is re- 
sponsible for much of “the present 
code draft; and Merle Jones, WCCO, 
Minneapolis, chairman of the Pro- 





gram Executive Committee at NAB. 
| Appearance of an indie rep be- 
| fore the directors board is looked 
on as indication of the way the 
| wind’s blowing. There’s a growing 
| feeling that suggestions the indies 


| 
| have on the code may be the best 


for postponement of the code’s adop- | 


NAB Code 


Continued from page 29 





waiting | 


| 


last | Commercials" 





| tions 


| 
| 
| 


| 


~ 


|binder for what is considered a | 
| Shaky situation within the NAB. 
| Cott’s appearance is to explain 


officially the position of the indies, 
presenting formally what the di- 
rectors already know, and the rea- 
sons for indies’ objections to various 
proposals. It’s believed by some that 
out of this meeting will come a 60- 
day period of grace to provide for 
an opinion poll of all stations, net 


code. 


through a code without the proposed 
commercial limitations, everybody 
will be happy, and willing to go 
along with the other restrictions. 
Meantime, the: new National Assn. 
of Radio Station Representatives, 


given evidence of having thought 











affiliates as well as indies, on the | 


Feeling is that if the NAB puts | 





which went out on a limb recently | 
by endorsing the proposed code, has | 


better of it as a result of members’ | 


clients kicking up fusses. 


The asso- 
ciation, noting that it had “given 
further consideration” to “opinions 
expressed by many stations that cer- 
tain provisions must be- liberalized,” 
sent NAB a five-point set of pro- 


posed alterations 


visions. 


Drafted by the NARSR’s code com- 
mittee, composed of Frank Headley, 
Joseph Bloom (of Forjoe), John Liv. 
ingston (of Homer Griffith) and Ed- 
ward Petry, the suggestions were:— 

1. Paragraph 1 under ‘*Time 
Commercials’’ revised as follows 


in the code re- 


Limit on 


The maximum commercial time, exclude 
ing one station break, allowable in any 
minute segment of broadcast time, reward. 
less of type of program, or sponsorship or 
how such 15-minute segment is divided into 
program units or announcements, should 
not exceed three minutes Service an~- 
nouncemenis (time and weather) shall be 
exempt from this limitation, providing the 
entire announcement. does not exceed 15 
words and further providing that the 
exemptions for such service announcements 
shall be limited to two each hour 

2. Paragraph 3 under “Time Limit on 


Commercials'’ revised as follows: 


With the exception of Shopping Guides, 
Home Economic Programs and Agriculturad 
Products Programs, all multiple sponsor- 
ship programs such as participation pro- 
grams, announcement programs and ‘‘mu- 
sical which heretofore through 
general practice have been exempt from any 
commercial time limitations, @re subject to 
the limitation set forth in Paragraph 1 and, 
in the case of such programs of half-hour, 
three-quarter and 
appropriate multiples of that limitation, 
With the same exceptions, five and 10-min- 
ute multiple sponsorship programs are sub- 
ject to limitations set forth in Para- 
graph 2 for such length programs, namely 
one minute and two minutes respectively 


ciocks,”’ 


hour hour duration, to 


the 
’ 


under ‘Time 
revised as follows: 


>} Paragraph 4 Limit on 
Programs of new ‘ 
news analysis ot 
should contain 
noun 


news comme! 
h minutes or less 
no middle 


itary and 
in length 
commercial an- 
ement. 

under “Time Limit on 
vised as follows: 


4. Paragraph 7 
Commercials” ré¢ 
The placement of more than one commer- 
cial announcement between two programs 
shall not be permitted except for a service 
(time and weather) announcement not ex- 
ceeding 15 words, Station call letters and 
station ownership identification shall not be 
construed as a commercial announcement. 


i. Paragraph © under “Contests and 
Offers’’ revised as follows: 
All copy pertaining to any contest asso- 


ciated with the exploitation or sale of the 
sponsor's product, or, service, and all refer- 
ences to prizes or gifts offered in such con- 
nection, in excess of one minute, should be 
considered as part of and included in the 
total commercial time: allowances as herein 
provided. 





Cincinnati — Bill Barlow joins 
WSAI this week to direct promo- 
and publicity, returning to 
Cincy after a brief affiliation with 
the FM Assn. 
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Every touchdown is backed up by 
hours of planning. Weed and Company 
service is distinguished, like good foot- 
ball, by intelligent analysis, skillful 
planning, and a thorough knowledge 
of successful sales strategy. 
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Warners Scorns FM; 
Pitch Hard for Tele, 
Boost in KFWB Power 


Hollywood, Nov. 11. 

Standard radio broadcasting and 
theatre television are the sole ether 
interests of the Warners these days, 
according to Col. Nathan Levinson, 
engineering head for Warners re- 
cently returned from the east, and 
for the present both will be confined 
to the Coast. 

Studio has dropped all plans for 


FM radio operation here and will 
concentrate on upping KFWB’s 
present 5,000 watts to 50,000 watts 


when and if the long-delayed 
channel disputes settled. He 
also denied that the studio planned 
an FM operation in San Franisco 

Television operation, 
also out but the studio is, as previ- 
ously announced in the Warner- 
RCA association, vitally interested 
in theatretele, and is now awaiting 
equipment here with which to start 
experiments. 


MEX XEX DEBUTS WITH 
S. MacDONALD AS GUEST 


Mexico City, Nov. 4. 

XEX, “The Voice of Mexico,” 250,- 
000 watter, had its inauguration here 
Oct. 30 with a four-hour concert, in 
installments of two hours each, by 
remote control from the govern- 
ment-owned Palace of Fine Arts 
(National Theatre.) Jeanette Mac- 
Donald planed in to be guest star, 
for her first personal appearance in 
Mexico. 

Announcer and m. ¢c. was Alonso 
Sordo Noriega, station’s general 
manager. Station cost $1,000,000 
{U. S.), highest in Mexico. 


Miss MacDonald was accompanied 
here by husband Gene Raymond. 
She’s inked for stage work at the 
Teatro Iris, starting Thursday (6). 


are 
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Ul e 
Credit All Scribs 
Holly wood. 
Editor, VARIETY: 

Once again I must stick my neck 
out. And this time it’s in the di- 
rection of you Muggs who review 
radio shows, and may Hooper have 
mercy on my soul, 


From time to time I have noticed 
in your reviews that although a 
team of writers may receiv’ equal 
billboard credit, still in the text 
of the review, you arbitrarily pick 
;on one writer. So, I argue, that 
on those rare occasions, when you 
are heaping kudos on writers, you 
should heap kudos on all those who 





are in there pitching, and I hope, 
when I say kudo, I am using the 
right word, 


Now, for a f’rinstance. In a recent 
review of the Joan Davis 
equal billboard credit was given to 
| Abe Burrows, Artie Stander and 
|Larry Marks. Still, in the review 
proper, you only saluted Abe Bur- 
rows, Stander and Marks were left 
sustaining. Why, it’s just like giv- 
ling all the credit to the father for 
If you 


show, 


|'the children in the family. 
| want statistics, the name of Abe 
| Burrows was ‘mentioned six times, 
while neither Stander or Marks 
| was mentioned once. Petrillo was 
leven mentioned, although he didn’t 
| have a musician in the show. Now, 
imind you, Burrows deserves all your 
| bouquets. He’s a boff writer. But so 
are Stander and Marks. And they, 
too, get substantial dough, which 
\they wouldn’t get unless they were 
| contributing their shares of sweat, 
| blood and tears, Those sponsors are 
smart cookies. 


Now, if Abe Burrows was a beau- 
tiful dame I could forgive you, but 
no matter how you look at him, Abe 
Burrows is still Abe Burrows. 

So fellers, when a team of writers 
get equal billboard credit, and 
you’re in the mood for throwing 
posies, please, if you'll pardon the 
expression, share and share alike. 

Personally, I got no beef. You 
always give me my equal share of 
panning, for which I am grateful. 

Alan Lipscott. 
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TEXAS SETS UP FEMME 


San Antonio, Nov. 11. 
Violet Short, of KTSA, here, chair- 
man of the 13th district Ass'n. of 
Women Broadcasters, received a 
proclamation from Gov. Beauford 
H. Jester of Texas proclaiming Sat- 


urday (15) as Women Broadcasters 
Day in Texas, This is the date when 
radio women of Texas meet for 
| their second annual conference at 
the Gunter Hotel here. 


| Feature of the opening session will 





ibe the luncheon attended by local | 
and visiting radio women, and rep- | 
resentatives of civic and _ social 
organizations of the city. The 
| luncheon being sponsored by the 
local chapter, with Monette Shaw, 
of KABC, as luncheon chairman. 


Among the out-of-town radio 


women participating in the two-day | 


|conference are Leonore Crane Brad- 
|ner, KGCB, Galveston; Helen Fryer, 
| KROD, El Paso; Frances Helm, 
|WBAP, Fort Worth; Joyce Cole, 
|KTBC, Austin; Helen Caldwell, 
|KF DM, Beaumont; Mrs. Doane 
| Chapman, KPAB, Laredo; Anne 
|Durram Robinson, KNOW, Austin; 
|Aline McKenzie, KWBU, Corpus 
Christi; Virginia Graham, KRIS, 
Corpus Christi. 

The Executive committee for the 
13th district conference AWB in- 
cludes Ruth Burleson, KCOR, chair- 
man; Mary Jayne Spears, KTSA; 
Lily Juncker, KABC; Elizabeth ‘Fox 
Krisch, KONO; Shirley Minor, 
KMAC; Yolande Teague, WOAI and 
Pearl Brewer, KITE. 








George Higgins to WISH 


Des Moines, Novy. 11. 

George J. Higgins, general man- 
ager of station KSO, Des Moines, and 
vice-president of the Murphy Broad- 
casting Co., has resigned, effective 
Nov. 15, and. will become general 
manager of station WISH, Indianap- 
olis, which was recently purchased 
by Frank McKinney, president of 
the Fidelity Trust Co. of Indi- 
anapolis. 





-BYCAST DAY FOR AWB 


Havana Likes Sports and Politics; 





DALLAS TO DRESS UP 
WRR WITH FM SETUP 


Dallas, Nov..11. 


The Dallas City Council last week 
| approved a $75,000 project to equip 
| municipally-owned WRR with FM 
facilities, 

The Council acted favorably on 
|}a recommendation from the city 
radio commission. Durward J 
Tucker, WRR chief engineer, said 
la $30,000 FM transmitting towel 
| would be erected in Fair Park and 
transmitting equipment and lines 
installed within the next few months. 

Tucker estimated that WRR 
would possibly begin FM broadcasts 
sometime next summer. 








Pitt Brewing Renews 4 
On KDKA for Full Year 
Pittsburgh, Nov. 11. 


All four radio shows being spon- 
sored by Pittsburgh Brewing Co. on 





KDKA have just been renewed, 
through Smith - Taylor - Jenkins 
agency, for another full year’s 
stretch. 


Programs are Mildred Don and the 
Men About Town, with Aneurin 
|Bodycombe and Paul Shannon, quar- 
ter hour three evenings weekly; 
Landt Trio, a recorded show with 
Bill Sutherland disk-jockeying, once 
weekly; ditto First Favorites, platter 
with Carlton Ide riding, and Memory 
Time, half-hour musicale every Fri- 
day evening with Al Marsico’s orch, 
Buz Aston, Florence Berg, Elaine 
Beverly and a quartet. 





Hartford—Robert Manby of Cleve- 
land, has been named station man- 
jager of WONS, here. Replaces Ralph 
Kanna. He was formerly publicity 
director of WJW, Cleveland. 





Network, Station Ratings Shuffled 


Havana, Novy, 4. 
Latest Advertisers Ass'n, radio 
survey made in September, for Hav- 
ana and suburbs, shows RHC in 
first place with a general average 
rating of 8.34. CMQ follows with 





6.43. These are the two Cuban net- 
works. 
Among local stations, COCO 


i. 
| jumped to first place with 1.96 aided 


by its baseball broadcasts and po- 
litical commentator Jose Pardo 
Liada, whose two 30-minute daily 
programs at 1 and 6:30 p.m. have 
made strong inroads on the Colgate 
Palmolive programs in CMQ 
Radio Reloj, started three months 
ago, giving the time every minute 
with news and five seconds spots 


| filling the rest of the time,.appeared 
in eighth place with 0.58, displacing 
some of the old ones that were al- 
ways included among the first 10. 
The Communist statiou MILDIEZ, in 
third place until recently, dropped 
to sixth with 0.91. 

Program with the largest rating is 
|a Sunday half hour of political talk 
over CMQ by Eddy Chibas, who is 
jleader of the opposition to Presi- 
| dent Grau’s government. He 
|reached a high of 38.35, while the 
|goverment spokesman, Primitivo 
|Ramirez, over RHC, reached 10.19. 

The top four programs in the sur- 
vey belong to Sabates, which is the 
Cuban subsidiary of Procter & 
Gamble, They are in RHC. They 
obtained 24.81, 20.67, 20.23 and 19.49. 
Its rival Colgate-Palmolive, has 
been steadily losing rating. Come- 
dians. Garrido and Pinero, over 
CMQ, are in. fifth place with 18.12 
because of the stiff opposition of 
Pardo Llada in COCO. 


For the first time since it started 
on the air about five years ago, the 
| Tarzan serial doesn’t show among 
the first 25 programs, Tarzan is 
sponsored by Colgate - Palmolive 
over CMQ. 
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The college 


with 


the 


50,000-watt 


professor 






























Washington University has added a new depart- 
ment—Radio Broadcasting...and a new professor 
—the 50,000-watt “Voice of St. Louis.” 

Now, undergraduate students are attending the 
most comprehensive course in radio broadcasting 
ever offered by any college. Classes are held in the 
KMOX studios. Laboratory work is done at 
KMOX’s new 50,000-watt transmitter. And all the - 


teaching is done by KMOX staff members. 


The appointment of KMOX to Washington 


T . n . . . . . . : 
University’s staff is of more than academic interest 


to astute advertisers... It is eloquent evidence of 


the enterprising management that has made 


KMOX the most “listened-to” station in Mid- 


America. It is evidence, too, that when you want 


Mid-Americans to 


learn something about your 


product, KMOX can teach them, 


KMOX ‘’The Voice of St. Lovis‘’ 


Represented by Radio Sales . 


-- Radio Stations Representative...CBS, with 
offices in New York, Chicago, Los Angeles, Detroit, San Francisco, Atlanta 


~ 
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CIRCLING THE KILOCYCLES 








Pittsburgh—I rene Cowan, of 
WJAS staff, has been engaged for 
feminine lead in Pittsburgh Play- 
house’s Christmas-New Year’s show, 
“June Moon.” It'll be her first ap- 
pearance at local community theatre 
since “Skin of Our Teeth” several 
years ago. Announcer Ray Starr 
and KQV have parted company and 
Gene Kaufman, son of the veteran 
newscaster, Lou Kaufman, have been 
added to the staff. Colonial Art Furni- 
ture Co. has dropped Florence Fish- 
er Parry’s five-minute show-review- | 
ing stint on WCAE Monday jmights. | 
On same station, quarter-hour chat- | 
ter-gossip session of Charles F. Dan- | 
ver, Post Gazette columnist, on Sun- 
day afternoons for Pittsburgh Plas- 
tics Co., has wound up 13-week |! 
stretch and faded. 





Jersey City—Jeff Sparks,- veteran 
of 19 years in broadcasting as a pro- 
ducer, announcer, writer and pro- | 
gram director, at various times with 
NBC, CBS and Mutual, has eee 
WFMO, FM station here, as station | 
manager in charge of programs and 
operations. 

Sparks has just completed a book 
on the Chinese and has rounded out 
a lecture tour. Also, RCA-Victor has | 
just waxed his composition, ‘“Infat- 
uation,” a bolero. During the war 
he served as program director for 
the American Red Cross and as a 
special service officer attached to 
General Stillwell’s h.q. in Chungking. 





San Antonio—‘San Antonio First 
Nighters,”’ will make it bow here 
over KYFM, in conjunction with the 
opening here of the Little Theatre 
production of “Dear Ruth,” at the 
San Pedro Playhouse. In the months 
to come, the “First Nighters” will 
carry many other gala openings into 
the homes of San Antonians, the 
symphony, opera, stage plays and 
other events. 





St. Louis — Johnny Bambridge, 
conductor and composer, has joined 
KMOX, local CBS outlet, as musical 
maestro. ... KXOK copped its sec- 
ond award within a month for its 
weekly program, “Wake Up, St. 
Louis,” forum type presented in co- 
op with the St. Louis Junior Cham- 
ber of Commerce and the Bar Assn. 
Award was made by the Missouri 
State Junior C of C. The first was | 
by the American Bar Assn. 
Sept. 21, 








Raleigh—Permit for the construc- 
tion of a radio studio building has 


been issued here by the city build- 
ing inspector, 

The permit went to the Raleigh 
News and Observer for the con- 
struction of a studio building for 
station WNAO. 





St. Louis—A permit for a 10,000- 
watt FM station to be operated on 
a commercial band has been granted 
to the Evangelical Lutheran Synod 
for its radio station, KFUO, Clay- 
ton, St. Louis county. 

The FM station will be placed in 
operation as soon as necessary ma- 


tained. 


Louisville—Victor A. Sholis, direc- 


tor of WHAS, has named Peter R. | 
Disney to succeed Richard E. Fischer, | 
who recently resigned as program | 


director. 

Disney came to WHAS in 1934 as 
a vocalist, later became a continuity 
writer, still later a producer, and 
finally, in 1946; production chief. He 
originated and produced. many 


‘shows fed by WHAS to the CBS net- 


work, 





Cincinnati—Top government of- 
ficers will participate in WLW’s con- 
servation series, “Generation On 
Trial,” when the show starts in Jan- 
uary. 

Sec. of the Interior Julius Krug 
will probably appear in the initial 
broadcast, followed by Sec. of Ag- 
riculture Clinton Anderson, Chief 
U. S. Forester Lyle Watts, Director 
of U. S. Geological Survey Dr. W. E. 
Rather, and Soil Conservation Serv- 
ice chief Dr, H. H. Bennett, 





Cleveland — Bill Veeck, president 
of the Cleveland Baseball Club, has 
accepted an offer to guestar over 
WGAR’s sport show each Tuesday 
6:05 p.m. Van Patrick is the emcee. 
Listeners are invited to submit 
questions for Veeck interview. 





Kansas City—Kansas City Phil- 
harmonic orchestra gets its inning 
on NBC’s “Orchestra of the Nations” 
series with a pair of broadcasts. 
Efrem Kurtz, regular conductor, will 
wave the baton for both broadcasts, 
Dec. 27 and Jan. 3 





Memphis — New faces at WMPS 
Memphis include Ann Howard Bai- 
ley, continuity writer; Cecil Maigrat, 


last | program schedule director; Margaret 


Lee, traffic director; Jane Hull, re- 
ceptionist. 





Kansas City—KCKN has made re- 





: . i}member of the 
terials for construction can be ob-'| 


visions in its continuity department, 
with Betty Dean now acting chief, 
taking the place of Manley Bannis- 
ter, who recently left to set up a 
photo shop of. his own. 

Bill Brooks is an addition to the 
staff, replacing Marjorie Houston. 





Philadelphia—Harry J: La Croix, 
formerly with the AP in Trenton, 
has joined the publicity department 
of the Geare-Marston agency, of 
New York and Philly. 

He was at one time with the 


| Woodbury (N. J.) Daily Times, 





Arlington, Va.—David Connor has 
joined the announcing and news 
staff of WARL here. He.was for- 
merly in radio in Baltimore and is a 
Washington Radio 


| Correspondents Ass'n, 
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ticulars, beyond the fact that, like 
everyone else, he’d like to see BMB 
findings reported much faster. He 
is not, he said, in favor of advancing 
BMB’s No. 2 study from 1949 to 1948, 
as he believes the station and cover- 
age picture will still be in too great 
a state of flux next March, when the 
listener count would be made. He 
thinks the expansion of aural broad- 
casting will have levelled off much 
more by March, 1949. 

Kobak reiterated his belief “all 
along” in BMB and said the overall 
objective of the network committee 
—which he’d rather call a “media” 
or “broadcasters” committee—is to 
make BMB “100% better” in its next 
measurement go-round. 


Mutual’s return to Hooper also 
puts the latter again in the four- 
web category. MBS walked out 
when Hooper doubled his rates, hik- 
ing the ante for NBC and CBS from 
$750 to $1,500 and for ABC and 
Mutual from $600 to $1,200. NBC 
and CBS balked, too, but stayed in 
when Hooper cut the increase to $1,- 
200. Hooper, it’s said, then wanted 
all four webs to pay that amount. 
ABC, which also takes Hooper’s city 
reports, worked out a compromise 
with the program rater. Mutual, 
which doesn’t take the city reports, 
asked for the same deal CBS and 
NBC got, i.e. a 60% increase over the 
old rate, instead of 100%. Hooper 
nixed the offer, byt last week finally 
took it. : 


Mutual’s subscription to the A. C. 
Nielson rating service, inked at 
about, the time the web took a 
powder from Hooper, had “nothing 
te do” with the latter move, Kobak 
said, and the net will continue taking 
Nielson reports. 


D-. 


Inside Stufl—Radio 


In his speech at the New York local membership. meeting of AFRA last 
month, local president Clayton Collyer charged that certain radio direc. 
tors, whom he didn’t name, blacklist certain actors because of their po. 
litical views. As quoted in the union’s publication, Stand By, he assérted: 

“Members of both sides were guilty, and I use the word advisedly, of 
persuading various directors to use or not use various performers ac- 
cordingly. This was being done then, this is being done now, and I claim 
that it is cowardly intolerance and complete un-Americanism, and must 
be stopped.” 

There have long been vague rumors of such director blacklisting, but 
Variety has never succeeded in substantiating them. Collyer himself wag 
asked about the rumorsNast August, but said at that time that although 
he, too, had heard of the allegations, he had been unable to verify them. 

Varury has questioned dozens of actors and directors on the subject 
and, while a few acknowledged hearing the rumors, all had been second- 
hand or even more remote. There have been numerous instances of 
politically-conscious directors (of both political extremes) repeatedly 
using actors of strongly opposed’ political sympathies. But Vakiery has 
| not found a single case of blacklist, despite diligent efforts to track down 
| every such rumor, 








| A new firm called Randall & Cooper (N.Y.), one of the partners of 
| which is John Randall, ex-KMOX (St. Louis) news editor, next January 
| will begin “syndicating” a radio column as paid advertising in 33 or more 
large U. S. newspapers. Column, edited by Gary Stevens, producer of 
Mutual’s “Luncheon at Sardi’s” and “20 Questions,” will be called “Ears 
to Radio” and will have an editorial format, but will be paid for on a 
per-insertion basis by radio advertisers and networks, pacted on 13, 26 or 
52-week terms. Rate, based on initial circulation, will be $1,322.16 for a 
one-time insertion under the base contract. Papers set to carry the 
“column” include the ‘N. Y. Times, N. Y. Daily News, Chicago Tribune, 
Philadelphia Inquirer, Washington Post, Los Angeles Times. 

Trade will watch the experiment with interest. Pitch being made by 
the promoters is that it offers “remarkable, controlled publicity” and ful- 
fills a “need for such a method of controlling at the source radio pro- 
gramming public relations.” How readers will react to radio “news” car- 
rying an “advertisement” tag (which it must) is problematical, since they 
will know it’s puff copy carrying not one fleck of criticism, or any slant 
unpleasing to a sponsor’s whim, Still, as the “column’s” publishers point 
out, radio news has amazingly high readership, and readers may even 
peruse it in a sponsor-censored “ad” form. 

Ever since an erroneous report that Monte Hackett was joining Pall 
Mall in charge of advertising, the agency head has been besieged not only 
by other agencies sniping for his accounts but also applicants to sub- 
lease his New York offices. He has no intention of giving up M. H. 
Hackett & Co. : 





Whitehall Drug has eight unproduced “Ellery Queen” scripts that it 
would like to dispose of to ABC before the network gets its sustainin 
series of the whodunit under way Nov. 27. The drug manufacturer paid 
$1,500 apiece for them for the privilege of taking a hiatus on NBG. White- 
hall meantime decided to replace “Queen” with “Hollywood Star Preview.” 
The ABC series will occupy the Thursday 7:30-8 p.m. niche. 





WHN, N. Y., has swung an educational-promotion deal with. the New 
York Public Library system which will bring large poster displays of the 
indie’s “Books on Trial” program into 65 local branches. Posters are yard- 
Square cardboards featuring informal snapshots of the authors appearing 
on the show together with plugs for the books discussed. WHN is alsq 





tieing in with an additional 50 library branches in Brooklyn plus several 
college and high school libraries. In exchange, indie has agreed to plug 
various library projects with spot announcements. 


Tie-in has been effected between CBS and Eagle-Lion films for reciprocal 
plugging of the Lever Bros.’ show, “My Friend Irma,” and the upcoming 
film, “Linda Be Good,” both of which star Marie Wilson. -In return for 
approximately six plugs on the air show, E-L has produced a trailer for 
the pic in which there’s a shot of Miss Wilson before a CBS mike cap- 
tioned: “Marie Wilson, star of the hilarious radio show, ‘My Friend Irma’.” 
Trailer will be booked into 7,500 or more film houses ahead of the E-L 








_ Estimated Weekly Net 


work Program Costs: 


PROGRAM | 


Superman 
Supper Club 
Warren Sweeney 


Take It Or Leave It 
Talent Scouts 

Henry J. Taylor 
Telephone Hour 
Terry & the Pirates 
Theatre Guild of Air 
Theatre of Today 
Thin Man 

This Is Your FBI 
Lowell Thomas 

Whose Websters 
Three-Star Extra 
Woday’s Children 

Tom Mix 

Dick Tracy 

True Detective Mysteries 
Truth or Consequences 
Twenty Questions 


Village Store 
Voice of Firestone 
Vox Pop 


Waltz Time 
Fred Waring 


Fred Waring (Daytime) 


Mark Warnow 
We, The People 
Welcome Travelers 
Christopher Wells 
Wendy Warren 
When a Girl Marries 
The Whisiler 

Paul Whiteman 
Willie Piper 
Walter Winchell 
Winner Take All 
Evelyn Winters 
Woman in White 


ou Bet Your Life 
Brees Dr. Malone 
Young Widder Brown 
Your Hit Parade 


ORIG. NETWORK COST 
N MBS 2,500 
Hf NBC 13,500 
N CBS 500 
H NBC 7,500 
N CBS 8,600 
N MBS 500 
N NBC 9,000 
Cc ABC 2,200 
N ABC 15,000 
N CBS 4,500 
N CBS 7,000 
H ABC 6,000 
N CBS 4,000 
H MBS 3,500 
Ww NBC 3,500 
H NBC 2,500 
Cc MBS 2,500 
N ABC 3,000 
Cc MBS 2,000 
H NBC 10,000 
N MBS 2,500 
H NBC 11,500 
N NBC 7,000 
T ABC 6,500 
N NBC 4,500 
N NBC 10,000 
N NBC 10,000 
H CBS 5,000 
N CBS 9,000 
Cc ABC 2,000 
N CBS 5,000 
N CBS 2,000 
N NBC 2,750 
H CBS 3,000 
N ABC 5,000 
N ABC 5,500 
N ABC 7,500 
N CBS 3,000 
N CBS 2,500 
H NBC 2,750 
H ABC 6,000 
N CBs 2,000 
N NBC 1,800 
H NBC 15,000 


(Continued from page 83) 


1947-48 


SPONSOR AGENCY : PRODUCER WRITER 
Kellogg Kenyon & Eckhardt Allen Ducovny Ben Peters Freeman 
Chesterfield Newell-Emmett Bob Packam Fred Heider 
Curtiss Candy Miller Staff Staff 
Eversharp Biow Bill Lawrence , Jack Ellinson 
Lipton Tea Young & Rubicam Irving Mansfield Ken Lyons 
General Motors Kudner Bill Templeton Henry J. Taylor 
Bell Telephone Ayer Wallace Magill Norman Rosten 
Quaker Oats Sherman & Marquette hae Kilian Bingham-Selinger 
U. S. Steel B. B. D. & O. omer Fickett Freelance 
Armstrong Cork B. B.D. & O. Ira Avery Freelance 
General Foods Young & Rubicam Hi Brown Milton Lewis 


Equitable Life 
Procter & Gamble 
Quaker Oats 

Sun Oil 

General Mills 
Ralston-Purina 
Co-op 

Oh Henry Candy 
Procter & Gamble 
Ronson 


National Dairy 
Firestone Tire 
American Express 


Phillips 
General Electrie 


{ American Meat Inst. 2 


i Minn, Valley Canning § 
Borden 

Gulf Oil 

Procter & Gamble 
DeSoto-Plymouth 
General Foods 
General Foods 
Household Finance 
Co-op 

Gen. Electric 
Jergens” 

Co-op 

Manhattan Soap 
General Mills 


Elgin American 
Procter & Gamble 
Phillips 

American Tobaeco 


Warwick & Legler 
Compton 
Ruthrauff & Ryan 
Burnett 
Knox-Reeves 
Gardner 
None 
Aubrey, Moore, Wallace 
ompton 
ecil & Presbrey 


McKee & Albright 


Sweeney & James 
Mathes 

D-F-S 

B. B. D. & O. 
Burnett 


Kenyon & Eckhardt 
Young & Rubicam 
Compton 

B. B. D. & O. 
Benton & Bowles 
Young & Rubicam 
Shaw-Levally 
ABC 

B. B, D. & O. 

Orr 

None 

Duane Jones 
Knox-Reeves 


Weiss & Geller 
Compton 
D-F-S 

F.C, & B. 


Jerry Devine 


Joseph Ainley 
Ken French 
Axel Gruenberg 
Mary Afflick 


Murray Burnett 
id Bailey 
Gary Stevens, 


Bob Redd 
Ed. L. Dunham 
Rogers Brackett 


Frank Hummert 
Tom Bennett 


Tom Bennett 


Clare Olmstead 
Lindsay MacHartrrie 
Lou Perkins 

Ed Byron 

Tom McDermott 
Tom McDermott 
George Allen 


Gordon Auchincloss 
John Hoagland 

Bill Todman 

Ernest Ricca 

Herb Futran 


Harfleld Weedin 
Fayette Krum 
Martha Atwell 
A. A. Coughlin 


Jerry Devine 
Prosper Burinelli 
F. & D. Hursley 
Ray Henle 

Arch Farmer 
George Lowther 


Murray Burnett 
Phil Davis 
Carl Geigerich 


Marvin Fisher 
Staff 
None 


Staff 
Andy White 


J. Johnston 


Paul Phillips 

Ted Adams 

Bob Cunningham 
Robert Shaw ~ 
Provo-Picard 
Elaine Carrington 
E. Tomlinson 


Sam Taylor 
Walter Winchell 
Mark Goodson 
Helga Lund 
Herb Futran 


Bernie Smith 
David Driscoll 
Elizabeth Todd 


Paul Dudley 


1s 


> .erarc 
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That the overall picture of the recording business for 1947 is still 
bright, despite a second-quarter slump which cut sales in some areas 
more than 50%, is reflected in Decca Records’ nine-month statement, 


issued last week. Ri 


Company piled up a net profit of $1,116,480 as of Sept. 30 after un- 
audited estimated tax allowances of $744,320. That’s, roughly, $220,000 
below the company take for the same period of 1946. Decca im 1946 
earned $1,346,227 and paid $1.73 a share to holders of 776,650 capital 
shares. Payeff on this year’s figures has so. far come to $1.44 per. 
And ‘the final quarter of this year promises to be, with all companies, 


the best ever. 








Pubs Go Over SPA Fund Demand 
In Special Meeting; No Decision 


Members of the Music Publishers ¢ 


| ba-night 








Protective Assn. committee, which is | ° 
negotiating with the Songwriters Seattle Hotel Ups Music 


Protective Assn. on a new contract, 
conducted a special meeting of their 
own in New York Monday (10) to 
review one phase of the SPA’s de- 
mands. Pub committee members 
wanted to mull again the request 
that a fund be established for the 
SPA out ef mechanical and syn- 
chronization revenue collected by 
the MPPA for publishers. At the 
previous week's meeting of members | 
of beth neotiating committees, at | 
which the plan was broached by the | 
writers, a full publisher quorum 





wasn’t present. Hence the special 
meet. 

( ‘ainally, most of the MPPA’s 
coramittee members were flatly 


against granting the SPA’s idea of 
increasing the MPPA’s slice of mec!: 
and syne revenue, and turning 2 
portion of ‘it over to the SPA. They 
eouldn’t see why a possible SPA war 
chest should be built with publisher 
money. Apparently, however, the 
feeling against the plan is not so 
emphatic throughout the entire 
MPPA committee, since no conclu- 
sion of flat rejection was reached at | 
Monday’s meet. Another meeting of | 
only the publishers will take place | 
later this week or early next before | 
another conference is scheduled with | 
the SPA-ites. 


Valando Quits 
Santly-Joy 











‘Tommy Valando, professional man- | Supreme firm with Decca Records, 
ager of Santly-Joy, quit last week |has the two top slots, with “Near 
(6) after more than a week of | you” and “You Do,” and follows 
palaver with George Joy and Lester | with 
Santly, owners of the firm. Valando, | which grew into popularity via small 
rated one of the music industry’s top | -ecord label disk. 
p. m.’s and one of its highest paid, | 


had been with S-J approximately 10 
years, starting as_a counterboy. His 
immediate future is undisclosed; be- 
fore going into something new he 
will take a rest. 

In leaving S-J, Valando broke a 
10-year contract. He originally split 
with S-J two weeks ago but after 
additional talks he went back to 
work out a four-week notice, but 
changed that plan a second time 
last Thursday and left immediately. 


ASCAP Balloting On 
Raise te Directors 
For Board Meetmgs 


American Society of Composers, 
Authors and Publishers has put to 





a membership vote the quve-tion of¢ 


whether to raise the fee paid mem- 
bers of the director board for reg- 
ular monthly and two or three 
special meetings per year. Also 
whether to break precedent and 
install a system of payment to mem- 
bers of the Society's appeals com- 
mittee for each meeting attended. 
These amendments were placed 
before, the Society's director board 
five weeks ago. Questions were 
then. pleced on ballots and dis- 


ithe take by luring new customers. 


| Wedding,” 


B.0. With Jazz Band 


Seattle, Nov. 11. 

Olympic hotel here is trying SOMCny 
thing new, with Jack Sheedy’s Ramy 
City Jazz Band, booked into the 
Olympic Bowl to work as an act 
with Bob Harvey’s band and enter- 
tainers. Bow! is the only hotel night 
spot in town. 

Bowl Room manager Rene Char- 
ron says the jazz crew is upping 





SB, BVC Share 7 
Of 15 Top Sales . 
On Sheet List 


Musie sales are currently domi- 
nated by two publishers, which, be- 
tween them, hold seven of the 15 
slots in bestseller sheet lists. Fore- 
most is Shapiro-Bernstein, with four 
bestsellers, and the Bregman-Vocco- 
Conn group of firms, with three, in- 
cluding “Near You,” the top seller 
for weeks. 

SB's list includes “Apple Blossom 
“And Mimi,” both of 
which Nat Simon and Jimmy Ken- 
nedy penned; “Too-Fat Polka,” the 
Arthur Godfrey disk hit, and “When 
You Were Sweet 16." urged into 
sales prominence by Perry Como’s | 
recording. BVC, which owns the 





“How Soon,” another tune 
It was written 


by Jack Owens and Carroll Lucas. 


COLORED SONGSMITH’S. 
306 SUIT VS. LEEDS 


Dan Burley, managing editor of 
the N. ¥. Amsterdam News and also 
a songwriter, has brought 2 $56,000 
contract suit in N. Y¥. supreme court 
against Leeds Music. Action was 
disclosed. last week when the de- 
fendant made a motion for a jury 
trial, Plaintiffs suit, according to 
the complaint, is net a mere brexch 
of contract action but also deals with 
alleged practice of publishers ef buy- 
ing sengs to suppress their pwublica- 
tion. by other firms. 

Under Feb. 26, 1944. contract, 
Leeds agreed to publish two of Bur- 
ley’s songs, “They Raided the Place” 
and “Lamplighter Boogie Woogie.” 
However, Leeds failed to carry out 
its contractual obligations to pubiish 
the songs, Burley claims, in that it 
gave others access to the tunes, he 
says, and they were published under 








| 000 worth of damages. 
| further alleges that 


patched to both publisher and writer | 


members of the Seciety’s roster. It 


will be decided whether the $10 per | 


meeting to directers can be in-| 
creased to $25 and whether . the 
appeals board members hereafier | 


will get $25 per man per meet. 
Latter will be effective only when 
a meeting lasts more than five min- 
utes, but since the board never 
meets ubDless there are cases to 
decide, that’s mostly so much werd- 
age. 
Paul Case te Miller 
Paui Case moved from Wiliiamsen 
staff in New York to Miller Musie, 
veplacing Harry Weinstein, 
went to Peter Maurice. 





| “monepely 
|employed by the defendant to the 





} 
} 


' 


other names. Burley also charges 
that he asked for the return of the 
nunrbers but his demands were re- 


(and Jimmy 





fused. 

By Leeds stalling publication, the | 
writer cleims that he suffered $50,- 
Complaint | 
the defendant 
wrongfully persuaded Burley to sell 
it his compositions so that he “could 
not obtain the immense profits to be 
had frem the unrestricted sales” of 
the songs. 
variety of unfair trade practices al- | 
legedly performed by Leeds ss 2 
and suppression” long 


detriment of plaintiff and composers. 

Leeds made a general denial ef all 
the allegations. Bernie Miller repre- 
sents Leeds while John T. Doles is 
aitorney for Burley. 








Jenie Taps got into New York last | 


In addition it describes a 3 
| whieh brenght him back 


Rhumba Policy Deubles 
Sunday Dailey Biz 


Frank Dailey inaugurated a rhum- 
policy at his Meadow- 
brook, Cedar Grove, N. J., Sunday 
(9) evening and with it more than 
doubled his spot’s previous Sunday 
evening business. Using a band 
headed by Noro Morales, Dailey 
lured 987 patrons the first night of 
the policy as against 433 the Sun- 
day before. 


Dailey is adding a barn-dance 


idea. He'll use Monday evenings for | 


that purpose, starting next week 
(17). Heretofore, Meadowbrook has 
been dark Mondays. First bill will 
include Texas Jim Robertson, Tex 
Fletcher, Zeb Carver, Ray 
Miller, 


orchestra. Dave 


Newark, 


Prairies 
WAAT, 








Elimeton Signs 
As WMCA Jock 


WMCA, New York indie, this past 
week inked Duke Ellington and Ted 
Steele to disk jockey deals which 
will give the station the most im- 


posing b.o—name platter spinning 
lineup on record. Sequence _pro- 
gramming of Ellington and Steeie 
with Tommy Dorsey and “Mr. and 
Mrs, Music” ‘Bea Wain and Andre 
Baruch) will give WMCA a soli! 


block of disk jockey fare across-the- 
board from 8 a.m. to 2 p.m. exeept 
for a 15-minute noontime news 
period. Move is a bid to lure listen- 
ers away from WNEW’s. local plat- 
ter-show parade. 

Sieele. a novachord virtuoso, 
bandleader, arranger and former 
“Chesterfield Supper Club” mz2esiro, 
signed a term pact with the sta- 
tion which reportedly calls ter a 
guarantee running into five figures 


Sm.-th | 
Dale and Prides of the | 


cowboy-country | 
music disk jock, will head the unit. | 


AFM Heads Considering Action On 
Standbys; Akron-Eherle Tussle 





Fort Wayne Local 58, 
AFM, Marks 50th Anni 


Fort Wayne, Nov. 4. 
Golden Anni (50th) of Local 58, 


American Federation of Musicians, 





Chicago, Nov. 11. 

There are signs that the national 
American Federation of Musicians 
heads, from Petrillo on down, who 
have for some time expressed a dis- 
taste for the standby system pre- 
ferred by various locals, is changing 
its stance. Talk here is that the 
AFM heads may in the near future 





| was observed at a dinner-dance here 
| last week (4). State and AFM offi- | 
i cers attended. Only one of the eight | 
charter members of the local is liv- | 
: Pa: , ; 
ing—William G. Kaiser, retired, who 

played clarinet as a hobby. Local 58 
| succeeded the Fort Wayne Musicians 
Protective Union No. 44, organized 
in 1890 and which was afitiliated 
| with the National League of Musi- 
cians. 

Since the League was opposed to 
the transfer of musicians trom one 
part of the country to another, and 
was reluctant to admit new. mem- 
bers, a group of members quit and 
formed Local No. 58 Ten years 
later the Protective Union merged 
with Local 58. 


Cal. Tax Dept. 
Hits Leaders For 
Idle Benefit Com 


California State Department of 
Labor last week followed up its re- | 
cent communique to name bandlead- 
ers advising them it was not going 
to forgive past unemployment tax 
| sums, by serving some of them with 
| bills for estimated monies due for 
the second half of 1944. Quick ac- | 











yearly, plus a percentage of the | tion by the California buresu is) 
gross. His take reputedly will run | deemed by accountants as an effort 
to $50,600 the first year. He'll do a | by the state tax men to avoid having | 
two-hour air stint daily, starting | the sums they ask outlawed by the 
Monday (17), combining  pla‘ter | three-year statute of limitations on 
twirling with his own piano and | Such matters. 
organ playimg and vocalizing, | About a menth ago California’s 
Ellington won't hit the air until | t@X department warned maestroes | 
Dec. 29. He'll do a live teeotf, mid- | that refunds being made to band 


night to 1 a.m. that date, afterward 
being transcribed and slotted across- 
the-board at 83am. Show also will 
be syndicated by WMCA, with the 
station producing-and selling # in 
much the same way the Lou Cowan 
agency packages Dorsey's 
jockey stanza. 

Ellington—WMCA deal has been 
verbally agreed on for several 
months but was not officially sealed 
until Friday ¢7). Pact is for five 
years, with the maestro expected to 
pull down about $3,000 weekly from 
it. 

When the Duke debuts, WMCA's | 
daily (except Sunday) log will read: | 
8-3 am. Ellington: 9-16. Stecte: | 


16-11, Dorsey: 11-11-45, Steele: 11: 45- | the back 


12 noen, vews; 12-2 pm, the. 
Baruchs. Latter also de 2 shew 
5:30-6:25 p.m. and Dorsey's hrard | 
again 7-8 p.m. 


ARMSTRONG MAY TAKE 
EOROPEAN BOOKINGS 


Louis Armstrong may go abroad 





‘next spring or summer for concert 


dates with his small combo. Joe 
Glaser’s Associated Booking. Corp.. 
which manages Armstrong, s re 
ceived almost a dozen different of- 
fers for the maestro from promoters 
in England, France, Spain and Sean- 
dinavia. 

Armstrong first has dates in this 
country, including a comeert sched- 
ule and location bookings. His Car- 
negie Hall, New York, concert. inei- 
dentally. is set for this Saturday eve- 
nimg (18) at 11:30‘p.m. 


Clinten for New Yorker 


Larry 





Clinton's new orchestra, 
into 
band busimess after a lapse of five 
years or so, has been vet for the 
New Yorker hetel, New York. by 
General Artists. Clinton goes into 
the spet with a new ice show Dee. 
22, followimg the run of current 
Sammy Kaye. 

New Yorker date wil immediatcly 


at Frank WDatleys 


disk | 


the | 


buyers, who were relieved from re- 
sponsibility of paying social security 
and unemployment taxes by the 
elimination of the Form B contract. 
would mean that the refunded sums | 
would have to be made up by band- | 

; 

| 


leaders. This past .week, estimated 
| assessments were mailed them for 
the last half of ‘44, together with the | 
adviee that if the figures involved | 
_ were incorrect that -the leaders 
_ Should eorrect them and mezke final 
| returns within 30 days. If this is net 
| done. the assessment figures orizin- 
ally served. right or wrong, would 
| become final and would be demand- 
ed, plus interest, etc. 

Bands which will be dunned for 
tax sums will be those 
which spent enough time in Cabifer- 
nia during all of 1944 or the hatter 
part of the same year to become sub- 
ject to payments, which ameunt to 
2.7% of a sideman’s salary up to the 
first $3,000 paid him. After the "44 
|sums mow in demand are satisfied, | 
| accountants familiar with the situa- 
| tiom expeet fhe state to go after 
| payments for the full suceeeding 
, Fears up to date. 


PLUGGERS DROP NIX 





VS. PELHAM HEATH 


Herman Schubert, operator of the 
'Petham Heath Inn, New York, and 
_his spot have been erased from the 
unfair list of the Music Publishers 
|Contact! Employees union. Unien 
|forgiveness was given Sehubert 
fatter he. union heads assert, signed 
an agreement proinising net te! 
repeat the infractions that drew his 
suspension. whieh the union said | 
invelved requests to musie publish- | 
;ers for payments before he would 
allow bands working his spet te 
‘perform their sengs on the air. 
Irving Fields. at the Crest Reomi#® 
N. ¥., foitowed Schubert onto the 
MPCE's “out of bounds” list for eon- 


a 


tactmen. Fields’ attorney subse- 
quently demanded that the MPCE 
reverse its stand and apologize te 


him. But he’s still out of bounds to 
members. 





| follew Clintems six-week booking | 
Meaciow brook, | 


Herman Spere recently joined 


night (Tuesday) from Hollywoed on |C€edar Grove. N. J., which epened jthe Foster Agency, N. Y.. cocktail 


who | the prow! for talent for Columbia last night 
| | Brooks. 


Pictures, Stays week to 10 days. 


(Tuesday) with Joan 


i Frederick Bros. office. 


‘dept. He was formerly with the 


of a prolonged 
hesn't much ef a backleg to protect 


have something to say about the 
situation, which has been in an up- 
roar since the Taft-Hartley Act went 


into effect, forbidding “featherbed- 
ding.” 

Experienced theatre men here 
and other arms of vaude house 


chains feel that there’s a probability 
the AFM is now endeavoring to aid 
its various locals get what they want. 
How this would be done aside from 
insisting that each vaude house using 
travelling orchestrzs hire and actu- 


| ally use a local band, isn’t too clear, 


but seme fully expect such a na- 
tional AFM mave. 

Incidentally, heads of New York 
Local 802, who have been in a*tussle 
with major vaude houses there—the 
Paramount, Strand and Capitol, in- 
Sisting on a continuation of the 
standby system which the houses 
dropped when the T-H law became 
effective, conferred with national 
men over the situation before the 
latter came west for the current 
executive board meeting, What the 
latter will decide is unknown, 

While all this is up for considera- 


| tion, the Palace, Akron, is in a stiff 


argument with its lecal AFM’ers. 





Akren Bow Continues 
Akron, Nov. Il. 

Unless it’s straightened out 
quickly, a dispute here between Ray 
Eberle’s orchestra ‘and the Palace 
theatre heads with the local AFM 
branch, may grow into a national 
standby battle. Local is insisting 
that the Palace renew its old stand- 
by arrangement, which called for 
nine men, before Eberle’s orchestra 
opens Nov. 20—or Eberle may not 
play. Action has been referred to 
the N. Y. AFM national office for 
adjudication but no word has been 
received as to a definite course. 

Palace insists it has no signed 
agreement with the local on stand- 
bys. It had been paying for them 
up until the Taft-Hartley bill be- 
came law, but dropped the arrange- 
ment then. ft had before that date 
been working on the basis of an old 
agreement and the local insists that 
it continue. Palace ops refuse. 


Rumer Metro 
Bay of Capitol 


New York’s disk row was heavy 
with rumors last week that Loew’s, 
which owns the new M-G-M label, 
was dickering with Capitel Records 
for the purchase ef that erganiza- 
tion, which would be merged with its 
own new subsidiary. Metro officials, 
however, laughed off the talk, stat- 
ing flatly that there has been no 
conversation of any kind between 
officials of the twe companies. 

What made many musie people 
believe the talk was that the Metre 
subsid, less than two years old. has 
found the film company pouring 
mere than $2,000.000 inte it, and it 
weuld be in a bad way im the event 
reeording ban. It 











the money already invested, and the 
acquisition of Capitol ceiild bring 
that about to some extent, thouzh 
Cajitol’s own backlog isn’t near as 
extensive as Decca, Columbia and 
Victor. 


Felix Stevin, 72, Quits 
As Heed of Biitain’s 
B. Feldman Music Co. 


Londen, Nov. 11. 

Felix Slevin, general manager for 
over 30 years of B. Feldman & Co. 
one of the oldest music publishers in 
London, has resigned. Now 72, he 
stays on as a director of the com- 
pany. 

He was appeinted managing direc- 
tor last year, waen the company was 
turned into a limited liability eom- 
pany following the death of the 
founder. Bert Feldman. 

Johnny Firman, who has been with 
the firm. fer the last 16 years, lat- 
terly as exploitation manager, has 





/ been named Slevin's successor. 


T 














oy APES 
sceniias eaqsebiapannichatsie ® 


ail ¥ nee 

vy x soe 
— ale ae a} = 

ied CPW) mu mt | SEE Whaaiee 9 pare ona 


oe es 


(eae 18 ak say en: 


= aad 


ee = pe oe 
~ -eranngmenncae- raw stves tr eck serecrenarwece tageiiins lRaiatall 
eee “ ? _ 








FS A aah IE PR Ce erarse 5 Sc a Ne 
Phe teh re net en | rae tee Ce ie cr No aH A A RA mle 





I Ben 


en ae 






































































































































































































































































































































SS ee SO eS ae eee raxewre Sa SY aa=S_eC sar Ser EES ES hUrMUhlUGGlULY CU tl til a evs ee Be we YY ee ee ee ee) =e ae wee eV ee we Ul roeyYr Fr 2s eS Gem Ewe = are, ee eee ee ee mmm OR Fh Dee ee OY 
= (peasseu SIUZIN LIV “OUL ‘AJeTI¥A IW SIAdOD) —_—_—_—_—_——X 
3 : ; 2 s ~ # - Ee oe Stbtbabade ING ‘uoswentmt te: ado © sj ueua;uey:-::- joude**": +" paOgeS of I a6 
z > ee ee ** 6 6 “- = $08 Seeeece dvoev'°**°°*? Jen **** ee eeereee I 2Aey SeAo7y omy’ ** ‘£nd19W te ee ee ee Quire] oyu I Our 
Ss > 3 $ r = = » + LE Ss gre Fy oa he WD SRR dues JonsuM joudeg anyeuod ules I > 6p 
- . - . nent avosv Gate wuts tuHg Ton uelieg nla 1 > WED 
~~ ¢ P ee Pee ee at Se ae ava > P1OFXO “@10UIAUY 2 PAO NOX 3,u0q © * ‘eIquINnjoD ******- 44e,0 Apprg 4 (43 8F 
: : — eo ee eo ae eee advosvo uslemM Tourtajg Aquejs joudey popes of ¢ > LP 
= L b a BI dVOSVv Sains SR pesstd sng eingny AW loydeD """ “Suny y1eseK I “*_OD 
| L - > ee oe * ¢ eeee dWOsyv cesceees oA Sr pay ‘omoyoy esveee IOJIIA o 2 me 00 v010u0W uysne,a Zz . ap 
5 z = é .. Ma Oe See dvosv- uqjieqgss ean hae Tune ae a ey Onsafe_ °° paemog Appa ¢ Zz) WEP 
S 3 : ° = a eke oe rae ee dvosvo speeT Suyweslg seunysUDeIquiNjoyeayeuls auesa . OTP 
4 3 F 3 Se ee ete tl ee eee avosvoo uniew suilua 6g Wola Apel ToIA unzew Appasa r il ay 
iy 8 g eh IN ee CD. TE PER PS dVOSV'"" “g-ourdeyg **"***** SuyppeM Wossoig eddy": -onsefew******” pitmoH APPA f£ “Vi 
3 6 - oe ep dVWOSV °°"? uospny “ ‘sinox jo pusjig © oq vuueM 1° ,. ” peat eretedbe ae s1edid Pad 4 ale 
6 . . Z © ee eeeee dWOSV eovcoe fsaso0g @erecves Leccwes Asequeg uvorxem**** W-D-W'**** MOLIZA UPHORW g OF OLE 
+. n : Ss or & wastes Es dVOSV * “yunowleied "Os nox 2A07] 1.upid 1 WSIM I '*** Bola °° *** souldeH 4d ¢ tl Le 
s 6 (4 i] ig Mee er te. dVOSV “‘uosureqiim """* 41D © spoeN Moped y"**** IOPIA'*** °°" OmOD Atz0g L IZ Wie 
Ol 6 er. ***°**9 dWOSv *HA-2xINg PrrTrr rr rrr Teer Auousey ° oe *joyideg oll ao9 *y-12010 ¢ LP OPE 
oo Ass Z ra Sc ee ee ee eee avosvo uoullg Sieve auyesuy Ayqanen eooaqe souks 491d rs ez ase 
ax ~ mY i errr aQqo0 rae rere wey, eaAy Ainoieaw quoweg 1A ¢ of WBE 
It - eae rag en hae ene te eer ee ee te ae ee ee ae ee avosvo saioWw uoneayaig Wow Teano 48 I - OTe 
== " ; _ Loe dvVOSV uOHeyQ Sou0g 04) eats joude jeo10m Auugoe > ce aE 
W = ; ens apa avosvo Spey enueay ay) ug eoo0d sioys1S SMerpuy ¢ OP VEE 
a 9 $ oe ae ek Ce Te Se Oe Sas dWosv'**’ * SUIBTTITA tenes Cote eeeesteses sonig avang cease jourdep "aL 2109 “W-120070m ‘Ff L ZI ar 
a A, RA g @_:*" "°°" aay ° wesmeuty” "°° *** eqourg ‘oxours ‘ogous “*** “jowdeD"*" SMITH XL 6 Ob ABE 
ei - 9 C et ata aS Re oo! ae Le ie eee dWOsy’ oe *gq-o1deyg eerecece 2UIppoM wosso|qd addy eesees IOWIA ecowecces akey AUIWeS c OF vse 
_. Ree me € 2 c Re TE |. RE ESS OES FE BAO dVOSV_"_“""Snourej "24g 5.18204 AON Zujom seqAA ** Joyded "-""SuitGAA WseSIeW ——_Z *__ 9% 
= ; P “e i errr. avosvo uoyegs j1¥0H OUG Ing OACH I AanoIeW = °- USER OTA 8 ¥98 
SI : 01 ; 5 a — - we pene dVISV q-oldeyg jw Puy eooeqgs. somAeH 42IG 2 eI oH 
91 . . . a oe 6 g o% o* > as Or See Bees dWOSv jas0q-ddeup eeccsmoce se eee ere deeeees Aayorn’ °° £mmozomr esses >> SUIZ2M P2], c ZZ Bt 
a1 on ns = - _— —— rs + 9 So ae eae ae dvosvo swi0oq woneaai Bo00q, @AeW “G-SIS SMoupuy Zz 0S az 
- a a : : re ISIE TS clr pees for as oe ama eae Subitiae ea 5 aa 
= = — — : = < ame SORTS EME BS ST aVOSV UOSsMIeTTIM eq 0g eIqunjoy eiyeujs yueia C oo Ot 
9 — = . - “ rt . ore = TTT avosw "0M S119@ 94) 0) epeucieg IIA okey Aureus ¢ I$ Woz 
— ft ees ‘ ere 1 " ee ee ee ee ee ae ae dVOSV_""'“teddeyS"**"*"*** UHUs}A Pus uypnes '* erquinjod**** "°° Avys Ayjoiog 6 St_ ast 
- — — - r = — = - erg ete eee avosv ayeq° “ua IOIA Zoss0qg Auimes, 1 8 OST 
61 ~~ = ns I OI 6 r ee ee ek. nh ee dVWOSV cous s eawulaidng e006 ose 08.0 0 68d 6 0-08 6 uoo0s MOH sevo0s e000 ees ernec’s 4£qs019 surg ¢ 92 a9 
- : — Seg “Wadica i Crane Toe ee eM AR ik avosv suaidng) nox 100N toed $10)81S SMoapuY € 0Z Wl 
B a =< 9 $ _" r dVOSV""“junowlereg “og nox ea07 3,upIG I MSTA I *eIquinjoa ******"*" ai04g qeuId 7 8I bl 
4 “* ee - c $ ag ¢ ge a ek whe Oe ae ee ee dVOSV ee ee eee DAG ee ee ee ee ee og nox eee eee B009q eee teaser Aqsoig surg I - VPrl 
tx 4 2 ¥ Ee (4 = ay Z Pr bis a Te ee 6 oes eS Behe Bete ey dVOSV "* ‘yunoureieg* "og nox eAo0] 4,Upid I USIM IT" *** joyrdey "-* uo#nH 4A°a 6 ‘6 &I 
aoa) ; : ; : - = : 60 avVQSVuosuenTIM iqogs- IIA ourog 4140d = ne a1 
Lz o* 9 $< ; —e . c een dvosv'”’ ‘q-o1rdeys Cece ere eet eer eewsvees uy puy**** meena apere* = <= puny] wv ¢ GZ 26 
Lz — 7 9 " ; aebaie Kt °° dvVoOsv coe eeeces Ne aha ae hae o11s2q AW SjeuL’*** AINDI2W eesoees auie’y opquesd 6 61 a6 
oo Um ot Z z ey Yin ee eR ae et dVOSV'** q-omdeys~** 9T 199MAS 240M NOX uayM''"'"' JOZIA**** ‘owog Atted 6 Il W6 
5 x z - . . : : - 2 Gout Iwa> SHIeW 40H Sulssyy %,0UM sepuom 1 TowIAT ou09 41104 6 S 8 
ce g L os ' ce L 9 . ae se - ; ; aes ore ; dwosv' "°° Ne pkteoleoes tSak uonezyaAlg***** WAMA °°" euilig sino] e.<¢ L 
6s € vs c as 2 _ ; — < ; . “ — “Sema ORT REINO et hE La aVDSV SAM og fox joudes Sung joressew 3 9 gS 
6s Li A 9 G ei: G 9 ; z I * ’ a Ss ei ee: dVYOSV "* “yUNoweIeg “** OS NOX 2Ao} 1.UPIG 1 WSIM I" IOPIA***** aoiu0KM “UYsneA 8 a. 6OCWS 
= — — = - — 7 : : : - : =. : : ; Msp CE AVOSV q-ondeyg eylod 3€4-00,, eiqumjoy faispoy anquy , > ; 
= — -— ~ = ; - : = ; z : ~ : eee avosv sureidng a bis uoog MOH jomol suaMO NOeE 8 ° $ 
os 9 Ot - > r ; = rn — - rs — — re — on ° = > gems avosv'"*": eee euyiaqieg’***** IOWA i-0'b.< ao1u0W uysnvA S 9 Z 
ES SEES SIO De aVaSY auandng er > Eagee ee a ae et 
: ei Ss ws lw | ez >| ei ovl el] pl] wl ol ml ge ilel se] el se |] o |] el ml es Fl Pe ae eis wea ast uy bm al ay = 
s nis] #/ Ele | E | | ae Bia Sl ere SPER ET ETE SEE) eye ON "Sod Sod 
"4 ® 
Z S ” A z n 5 | 5 | = = - = z 5 3 ry £ 2 2 S wR = 2 Ff * ‘fidjunod ay}. fo $10j9a8 2)0 fO asnjoid aadisuayaidwod D suasaad Ol yaam o yaam 
= a 5 3 4 z z 5 a | 2 a | € = | = 5 o ‘ ve g = 1 t 8 = + | fava 1M shayI0f pun saytD “Juyod auo 07 umop uO os puD “Z ‘oN » 4of 6 ‘uonuau 
® 4 f o | = | g 4 = = l = | z J = x i 4 e P| ® I ‘ON D 40f s3u10d oT fo sispq ay} uo payndwos aiv shurjpy do} uo asoyg sv Tam 
7 t | t B e S23" ¢e9 t % = | 1 z ® =|. 7 = ® e ce 2 | Zz so fizzsnjndod uz Gursts spsovas asoy) 23v01put 07 paubisap st PuD UOLIDU aYy7 SsO4oD 
Vv = - A > o z#i2 A Az 1 = | D T a oe. | - - = | = z ' SLQuUids-ysip wos pasayi0b6 uorjpuUsofur UO PasDq st U0rj?D)1dqm0D Sut, $19U9}S}] 
tie ms 2 _ T 2 = 4 s z = iso r Z Z > P| «i.2 > ig Wii fiq .pe,senbes sour, sv ‘swns6oud ,shaya0f yst~p uO spi0rad ay} fo javyo A1420M 
tis | & es Riel Sle os < é 3 pee ee ; 
: =iygead ALWAVAZ 
syd SPY | @1NEeS) DyuD) i “Hid |"eael> | sidw | “1 ‘ss |*4DY4D snl “> 'y | esno |seaueg| ‘DyIUd "4 UBS "3 *q | sejeBuy soz) 0602145 y40, MON L 
a ae “s ~piks we : 
ns HAOUU “S “A SNIGVAI VIA GAXTIOd SV 


46 






















































































SAHMOOP MSIG «LL 














se 











+ Ney ee 02 heme ties 


See 


ee eae 
i a a gs BE, 








































" ~vorqueiens 5 
— + ISS eS SE as SS OT rom 
oA RECN Seen om er pe, SES cna ~~ 











} 








Pe ag 





which preemed in September, is still 


WGAN, Portland, Maine 


Wednésday, November 12, 


1947 


VARIETY 


ORCRHRESTRAS-MUSIC 


47 








TOY TOWN TUNES 


With Norman Kraeft 

30 Mins.; 4:30 p.m., Saturday 
Sustaining 

WENR, Chicage 


Norman Kraeft had his eye on the 
coming holidays and the boom in 
kidisks when he built this one jor 
small fry, three years to 10. Show, 


shy a bankroller but jingle might 
arrive in time for “Jingle Bells.” 
Kraeft, a former schoolteacher 
now on ABC’s announcing staff, by- 
passes the Uncle Jolly snuggle-up to 
the kids. His manner is that of an 
intelligent adult who realizes mop- 
pets can enjoy “Little Bo-Peep” 
without oodles of personality. His 


~ Disk Jockey Reviews 





atter is simple but not patronizing. 
Tone of approach is that of kids. are 
people, too. 

Format includes Mother Goose 
rhymes, song games, stories, an occa- 
sional folk tune, and so-called “edu- 
cational” platters. There’s a record 
album give-away for best drawings 
by youngsters. A good show. 

Bact. 
EARLY MORNING FROLICS 
With Jee Gentile and Ralph Binge 





3 Hrs.; Mon. thru Sat., 6 a.m. 
Participating 
CKLW, Detroit 

Exclusive of their high listener 


rating, and ‘the demand for them | 
among advertisers, Joe Gentile and 
Ralph Binge, who have been flipping | 
records as a team since 1937, hold | 
the distinction in this town of being | 
show people’s entertainers. This ad- | 
miration from within their own 
ranks is founded on the fact that | 
they're not only unique but that} 
even the most seasoned comedy ex- 
perts can't anticipate the payoff of 
one of their wacky routines. It's 
this latter factor that gives the pair 
the quality of never sounding faded 
or dated. 

When not spinning records Gentile 
and Binge play around with sound 
effects and go in for ad lib sketches 
that more often than not are themed 
on the sponsor’s product. Their 
crossfire capsuling of the commer- 
cial moves at a normally conversa- 
tional pace and the only tipoff either 
partner has to the payoff line is 
when it’s been delivered. That’s 
the way the boys work and the 
by product of the method is a steady 
$1,000 a week or more for them as 
their share of the revenue from 
18-hours of disk-playing a week, a 
session which can lay claim to a 
consistent waiting line of local and 
rational clients. 

A large percentage of their early 
morning following centers around 
those who drive to work.: Detroit 
several months-.ago got an inkling 
of the impact of this segment of the 
program's regulars. One of the team 
suggested that those listening to the 
program in their cars press down 
on their horns for a moment. The 
din set up was of such proportions 
that Detroit police warned the sta- 
tion against: ever letting the pair 
pull the gag again. 

Gentile and Binge have the making 
of a solid comedy act for network 
radio once a week, and without the 
records. Odec. 


E FOR MUSIC 
Mendel Jones 
30 Mins.: 9:15 a.m.; Monday thru 
Friday 
y Mattresses Co. 

HK, Cleveland 

_Here’s a neatly-tied package that’s 
aimed at morning dialers who seek 
quiet, soothing, easy-to-take disks. 
Maybe, too, with a mattress company 
&@s sponsor, soft music is a tiein 
with plugs. 

Jones has a gentle, pleasant voice 
and a fine knowledge of music. One- 
time band leader, he has been whirl- 
ing disks for the past seven years 
and has developed a nice sense of 
timing. 

Commercials are easy to take and 
program is well-rounded stanza. 

Mark, 








560 REVUE 
With George Curtis ’ 
6@ Mins.; 4:30 p.m., Mon.-thru-Fri. 


They weren't jockeys then, but 
this established Maine disk fixture 
has been monopolizing its air seg- 
sea since 1938, with founder Sam 

enderson going on to greater things 
as station manager of WGUY, Ban- 
gor. George Curtis has show now, 
which isn't just a statement to bring 
report up to date; Curtis, here, is 
greatest mail-puller Maine radio has 
seen, with 300 directed missives con- 
stituting -ordinary week. Recent 
five-week contest for Signature disks 
brought in 900 additional cards and 
letters, which isn’t considered nor- 
mal traffic in these parts. 


Plethota of mail might tempt some 

keys to make an attempt to ap- 
pease requests. Not Curtis, how- 
ever; he uses Monday session to spin 
new releases, while Friday is de- 
voted to oldies he considers unjustly 
neglected under slightly noisesome 
subtitle, Mildewed Melodies. Tipoff 
to his ability to strike common chord 
is that bulk of requests are for re- 
peats of his private selections. 


a minimum with no jive-sylabilizing, 
with friendliness of contact stressed 
throughout. Music is the thing, with 
the jockey only riding herd. Inci- 
dentally, local spot buyers, of which 
he has six regulars, have asked Cur- 
tis to gag up the copy. He has re- 
sisted this if the product doesn’t ap- 
pear adaptable, which must consti- 
tute the acme of restraint for disk- 
men under thirty. Donn. 


THE EASTSIDE SHOW 
With Gene Norman 
110 Mins.; Mon.-thru-Sat., 16:05 p.m. 
Participating 
KFWB, Les Angeles 

Musically erudite 
one of the later but more polished 
jockeys here, is a champion of jazz. 
And, he takes considerable pains to 
so express himself. Result is a 
heavily conversational nightsider 
directed at and for those who are 
with the jive and with him. Like 
many other jocks here, cultured- 
voiced Norman doubles 
stations, varying his 
but this is his most typical. 

Norman once had his own college 


‘band in which he played sax-clar- 


ipet-fiddle combo, and would have 
taken a degree in music but for 
parental dissuasion. 


present occupation and 
occupation since Norman takes him- 
self and his music very seriously. 
Program reflects a deep feeling for 
jazz. Anything that’s progressive, 
advanced or “authentic” is a cinch 
for scheduling among two dozen-odd 
platters per show. Another conse- 
quence is a penchant for “firsts-on- 
the-air,” especially if it's 


blues or other .American, plus a 


and in a variety of tunes that run 
the gamut. 

Norman projects a near-unctuous 
familiarity with his subject and those 
who make it, stressing the contem- 
porary great sidemen and specialists. 
Nor is it aimless patter for it comes 
as a reward-for their efforts at his 
monthly jazz concerts in Pasadena 

(Continued on page 50) 


MARSALA BACK 


Joe Marsala and Adele Girard 
(Mrs. Marsala) came back to the 
band business last night (Tuesday) 
at the Hickory House, New York. 
They lead a six-piece combo. 

Marsala has been devoting his 
time to production of a kiddie disk 
game he developed. 





Gene Norman,* 


on other | 
other shows, | 


: Resulting frus- | 
tration obviously finds release in his | 
near pre-| 


boogie, | 


heavy indulgence for vocals and in- | 
strumentals strong on the sepia side | - ; 
| changes in other keys will follw, one | 


Torme’s AFM Card Bars 
Him From Chi Disk Shows 


Chicago, Nov. 11. 

Disk jockey show appearances by 
singer Mel Torme during his College 
Inn run, beginning Nov. 21, have 
been nixed by the Chicago local of 
the American Federation of Musi- 
cians. Torme holds a 1947 Musician’s 
card, and will have to abide by Chi 
local’s rules against jock sessions, 
which usually effects only’ band- 
leaders. 

All. efforts by Torme’s advance 
man, Milton Karle, to have tabu re- 
moved have failed, and Torme will 
make a personal attempt upon ar- 
rival here Nov. 19. Torme was set 





for over 15 platter show interviews | 


before ban was imposed. 





Siomature-CE. 
Distrib Deal Cools 


Signature Records. which estab- 
lished a disk-distributing alliance 
almost two years ago with General 


ment in certain sections of the coun- 
try. Disk company’s executives ex- 
plain that the changes are being 
made because GE is not set up in 
certain areas handle disk-dis- 
pensing. 

So far, changes have been made in 
New York and Philadelphia, two o 
| the most important marketing cen- 
ters. In, New York, Modern Rec- 
ords, 
in the east when that firm was new, 
will take over Signature. Philadel- 
phia outlet has not been named and 


to 


in Raleigh, N. C. 


Page Cavanaugh in Auto 
Crash, Dates Postponed 


Hollywood, Nov. 11. 

Page Cavanaugh trio’s theatre club 
date, at Oakland, beginning today 
(Wednesday) has been postponed as 
a result of injuries Cavanaugh suf- 
fered in early Sunday (9) morning 
auto accident. His car hit pole on 
Cahuenga Pass while trying to 
avoid swerving driver enroute home 
from a USC fraternity club date at 
Hermosa Beach. 

Cavanaugh received eight stitches 
in his forehead and scalp, and cuts 
on hands. 








Flectric, is breaking up that arrange- | 


which distributed Capitol disks | 


ttahwec | 











Listening to a batch of new rec- 
ords in one sustained session now- 
adays is not the critically quicken- 
ing exercise it used to be. The im- 





flipped is that the recording business 
|has become pretty much one big as- 


ferent, but everything surrounding 
them seem to be cut from the same 
| piece of cloth. Imagination in vocal 
trimmings and nuances, _ striving 
for slightly different background 
ideas and colors and a reaching out 
for the creative appears to be fast 
diminishing The carbon- 
copy complex appears to hit the in- 
|dustry with a resounding whack. 
| And it should be easy to imagine in 
which direction the creative quality 
of the grist will travel as the wax- 
ing needles grind day and night to 
pile up huge inventories before the 
Petrillo date of studio silence. 

In the hurly and burly of beating 


qualities. 





| 


| the dateline the industry may outdo | 
is | 


the | 


| itself in productiveness, but it 
| doubtful whether it will be in 

| form of new ideas of presentation or 
|performance. Of equally dubious 
| benefit to the industry will be the 
| accompanying letdown in manuscript 


discrimination as publishers unload } 


itheir files and safes to meet the} 
}voracious demand for immediate 
material. It -could all have some 


|strange, if not lamentable, after- 
| maths for the record industry. 
| Frank Sinatra has rolled out a 


|a winner all around. 

Margaret Whiting can 20 to the 
|head of the class with her turnout 
of “Let’s Be Sweethearts Again” and 
“Pass the Peace Pipe” for Capitol. 
Either side has what it takes for the 


both renditions, “Sweethearts” 
generates plenty of lift and warmth 





Jocks, Jukes and Disks 


By Ben Bodec 


| 
| 


j 
| 


| 
| 


sembly line. The voices may be dif-| Tilton milieu. 





buffalo medallions, and the platter) 
cowboys can’t help but ride herd on 


| 
| 


and it’s got that royal commercial | 


| 
} 
| 


| for 


itouch. Likewise artful and whop- 
ping is her treatment of “Peace | 
Pipe.” Of great aid to this twin 
gratifying buildup are the Crew | 


| Chiefs and Frank DeVol’s batoning. | 


Martha Tilten also does “Pass That 


| Peace Pipe,” but Majestic seems to | 


have loaded her down. with too 








Curtis’ style is easy, gagging is at 


+++ 
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much folderol such as heavy beat- 
ing of the tomtoms and war whoops, 
with the result that she’s yelling 
over the din, a la Betty Hutton, in- 
stead of playing the novelty for 


pression gathered as the disks are} some light humor.’ Her “A Feller 


Needs a Girl,” out of the “Allegro” 
score, is something far’ more in the 
The highpointing of 
the nostalgic flavor of the ditty gives 
this side a plus acceptance for the 
juke addicts who like ‘em sad and 
tear-droppy. The choir adds much 
to the background of the lament. 
Monica Lewis has come up with a 
probable favorite for the juke ele- 
ment that likes novelties on the 
shoutin’ side. It’s Signature’s “I’m 
the Howli'’est, Hootin’est Gal in 
Town.” Mlle. Lewis has draped her- 
self in homespun and sprinkled her- 
self with hayseed but the general 
effect should pass muster. On the 


—E — 


Turntable Tips 


Ballad—“Let’s Be Sweethearts 
Again” (Margaret Whiting; “Co- 
pacabana” (Dick Farney), “A 
Feller Needs a Girl” ‘(Martha 
Tilton). 

Novelty — “Pass That Peace 
Pipe” (Margaret Whiting); “I 
Told You I Loye You” (Soft 
Winds): “Howlin’est, Hootin’est 
Gal in Town” (Monica Lewis). 

Dance—“Baby Boogie” (Elliot 
Lawrence); “Johnson Rag” ‘Al- 


vino Rey); “Little By Little” 
and “When You Wish Upon a 
Star” (Red Nichols). 


Album—‘“Duchin Plays Tchai- 
kovsky.” 

“Blues—“Screamin’ and Cryin’ 
Blues” (Sonny Terry). 

Western—“Round Up Time For 
Love” (Billy Williams); “Where 
the Moon Plays Peekaboo” (Jim- 


—_ 


other side she lapses into a hyper- 
histrionic “Lover Come Back to Me,” 
with Ray Bloch unlimbering an ex- 
ceptional string arrangement. If only 
the arrangement, the “Lover” 
side deserves listing by the jockeys. 

King Cole must be having a tough 
time findigg the right material or his 
sense of discrimination isn’t as sharp 
as it used to be. Certainly “Those 


| Things Money Can't Buy” isn’t for 


him. It’s not the sort of ballad pro- 
jection that lifted Cole to the cate« 
gory of commercial surefires. Far 
more solid, and yet not so over- 
whelming, is the other side’s “Now 
He Tells Me.” There’s something of 
a tired feeling about the whole un- 
dertaking. 


The Soft Winds, Majestic’s novelty 
group, 
their mark as one of the top trios of 
the business if. given the benefit of a 
radio program. There’s something 
distinctly different about them. The 
whispering sound level of their 
vocals may react against them in 
the din surrounding a jukebox, but 
once the ear latches on to “I Told 
You I Love You, Now Get Out” or 
to “They’re Mine, They're Mine,” it’s 
likely to lean closer for more. 

Woody Herman beats it out pleas- 
antly with “Tune for Hummin’ and 
Whistlin’”, but it’s doubtful whether 
his fans will do flip-flops over his 
“Baby. Have You a Little Love to 
Spare.” Herman also is beginning to 
sound tired. 


Eddy Duchin continues to ply one 
of the most commercial pianos in 
the business. His latest Columbia 
album, “Duchin Plays Tchaikovsky,” 
falls as snugly within this charac- 
terization as anything he’s turned 
out in some time. It’s potent mood 
music, and jockeys could do their 
bedtime listeners, who prefer the 
soft and lilting, a service by wrap- 
ping up at least 15 minutes of the 
eight sides in the album for an in- 
sert. The pieces, backed up by a 
vocal group and a slight rhythm ac- 
companiment, include such adapta- 
tions as “None But the Lonely 
Heart,” “Moon Love,” “Our Love,” 
“Save Me a Dream” and “Concerto 
for Two.” 


Eliiett Lawrence has tapped a 
clicker for the jukes and an easy 
candidate for any jockey audience's 
ears in “Baby Boogie.” The blending 
of the brass with the keys is a 
darb of orchestration. Rosalind Pat- 
ton’s vocal doesn't get in the way. 
The reverse side’s“As Time Goes 
~§ should just about manage to get 

Yy. 

Alvine Rey pours heaps of dance- 
ability in “Johnson Rag” (Capitol), 
making it a lively choice for the 
boxes. “Patches,” with which “John- 
son” is yoked, projects just-about 
enough ingratiating lilt to make it 
an acceptable item for a relaxing 
mood. Jimmy Joyce and the Blue 
Boys are there for the vocal. 


could catch on and make > 
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ORCHESTRAS-MUSIC 


VARIETY 


Wednesday, November 12, 1947 





On the 


New York 


Leeds Music is getting unusual re- 
action to its “Summer Moon” from the 


Igor Stravinsky “Firebird Suite.” Pop 
Stravinsky “Firebird Suite.” - Pop 
tune, with lyric by John Klenner, is 
being recorded by both longhair and 
pop artists—Lauritz Melchior for 
M-G-M, Harry James, “Columbia; 
Nelson Eddy, Victor; Jerry Wald, 
Commodore; Jennie Tourel, Colum- 
bia, etc..James Saphier will handle 
representation of new Woody Her- 


man: band for radio...Savoy Ball- 
room, N: Y., being completely re- 


furbished at cost of $100,000. ..Delta 
Rhythm Boys, Victor disk artists, 
signed by GAC...Phil Braunstein to 
Coast for two weeks.*,. Arthur 
Michaud in N. Y...Yvette will do 
12 sides for Vitacoustic before Jan. 
1 Kermit Sommerville, former 
Tommy Tucker sax-comic, joined 
Art Mooney band at Frank Palum- 
bo’s Click, Philadelphia...Peter Hil- 
ton, former president of Majestic 
Records, opened his own ad agency 
in N. Y. 


Hollywood 


Dude Martin’s oatune orchestra, 
currently vacationing in a Frisco 
corral, signed by RCA-Victor last 
week. Troupe due here today 
(Wednesday) to wax eight cactus- 
chants . . . Arthur Michaud trained 
to New York over weekend .. . Roy 
Milton's combo, back from 66 one- 
niters through south and southwest, 
inked for Jan. 1 week at Million 
Dollar vaudfilmer . . . Barry Wood 
due in this week to pow-wow with 
Republic studio on bid to become a 
singing celluloid cowboy in a series 
of sagebrush sagas. Wood never has 
been in pix... Jeff Lane, local 
singer, signed by Mercury. Label 
will alter his name to “Dane,” as 
waxery already has Frankie Laine 
and Frances Wayne in its stable ... 
Count. Basie crew, Julia Lee and a 
Benny Carter combo are billed for 
jazz concert hastily rounded up to 
bash tonight. (12) at Pasadena civic 
aud. Gene Norman, KFWB disc 
twirler, is promoting, at $3.60 top. 


. 


Upbeat 


Basie band is getting a flat $1,500 for 
the date, chirp Lee, $250... Tex 
Beneke band, en route to Dec. 23 
date at Pailadium here, will pause 
Dec. 5-13 at Jerry Jones’ ballroom, 
Salt Lake City ... Harry James set 
for fortnite at Flamingo nitery, Las 
Vegas, March 5... Mills Brothers 
play week of Nov. 17 at Palomar 
theatre, Seattle ... Nellie Lutcher 
now getting $750 for one-niters; at 
that guarantee she is booked con- 
secutively at Louisville, Evansville 
and Indianapolis, Dec. 12-13-14... 
Mel Torme due here tomorrow 
(Wed.) from New York for a 
slicing spree for Musicraft Records 
. Henry Miller now booking bands 
|and acts for GAC office here. Hal 
Jovien handling small combos. 





Chicago 
Chicago, Nov. 11. 

Harry Cool band into Samoa Ball- 
room, Flint, Michigan, Dec. 3... 
Louis Armstrong does 10-day stint 
at the Frolics Show Bar, Detroit, 
beginning Nov. 17... Don Robey 
into the Eau Claire hotel, Eau Claire, 
Wisc., Dec. 20 through the Christmas 
holidays . .. Red Ingle at Riverside 
theatre, Milwaukee, Nov. 20 for a 


Oriental theatre ... Stage Door, 
Milwaukee, dooked solid; Wingy 
Manone opens Nov. 24, followed by 
four week runs by John Kirby, Red 
Allen and J. C. Higgenbotham, Her- 
bie Fields, Charley Vé@ntura and 
Johnnie “Scat” Davis . . New 
Woody Herman band due at Persh- 
ing Ballroom night of Dec. 6 , 


Leeds Music . 
Schroeder hotel, Milwaukee, Nov. 22 
for five-and-a-half weeks, and then 
to Chi’s Aragon .. . Eddie South or- 
chestra and Una Mae Carlisle into 
Club Detour, Nov. 24... Rudy Val- 
lee opens at the Beverly Hills Coun- 
try Club, New Orleans, Nov. 20... 
Charley Ventura does three weeks 
at the Club Silhouette, beginning 
Nov. 24... George Olsen into Edge- 
water Beach Nov. 14-Jan. 8... Earl 


(Continued on page 50) 








Songs With Largest Radio Audience 











week, followed by two weeks at the | 
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Don Genson shifted to Coast : by | ings en route to his Nov. 25-Dec. 22 | 
. » Leighton Noble into | gate at the Commodore, N. Y. 


| 


| Commodore stand and the fortnite 





The top 32 songs of the week, based on the copyrighted Audience 
Coverage Index Survey of Popular Music Broadcast Over Radio 
Networks. Published by the Office of Research, Inc., Dr. John G. 
Peatman, Director. 

Survey Week of Oct. 31-Nov. 6, 1947. 

AACR Ter BcOrh Baek oo. oot s Se ih Taek bs Sinatra 
REDE BVO ai a ce es eh ORS pgs :acee ks . Harms 
Se Rs OE 4 Es Sc eke bok ce hike by heen aes Bourne 
Almost Like Being In Love—**Brigadoon”,.... ...... Fox 
ee TN FS bE 6 Pl pts ops Berd we id bad. wees tees Shapiro-B 
be ken oe at ee De ee bbdedabcspetentisdiy: -..,Jefferson | 
Don’t You Love Me Anymore...............6..06.5 . Oxford 
WN FA: PA 5 i 8. So iive ie che dice r ce seers e-. Chappell 
For Once In Your Life ............. REL B ES com elcnobs. cas Dreyer - 
Fun And Fancy Free—i“Fun And Fancy Free”....... Santly-Joy 
RE, PO ee POU OE COLI SO ....Morris 
NO ee ee ea RS re ...«» Paramount 
I Have But One Heart .... .. Sis Aa ae © PC SU ee .. Barton 
I Wish I Didn't Love You So—?“Perils Pauline”....,. Paramount 
I Wonder Who's Kissing Her Now .... .. ei ccc ieee 
Kate SST ine « Becwsrs ese see -@e8 oe 08 6 es e's eee . Berlin 
Kokomo, Ind—“Mother Wore Tights” ...... fiverpe eee 
NE ES eee Fre eee .. Martin 

® Lazy Countryside—+“Fun And Fancy Free” .......... Santly-Joy 
Let's Be Sweethearts Again ......6....50ce cere soee C-P 
Made..For Hach Other. ..5... 050.6000. bc cae EER tee so Southern 
SOE MON SO Pcie es cs chs ce eceee ... Simon . 
I MR eR er ols Shade bak ws. . 4s dos 00 ae Supreme 
Papa You Dance With Me—*“High Button Shoes’’.... Morris 
Serenade Of the Bells ...... bere ee uk watkeed oat Melrose 
So Far—*“Allegro” .......... ET AF ....... Williamson 
ON UNE aia. aly (wis Lees sacebas ss ce ee a . Warren 
That’s My Desire ..... . Pyle 5 Ske 5 beta eed ciw aoe .... Mills 
When You Were Sweet Sixteen ...... 0 ...........5.. Shapiro-B 
Whiffenpoof Song .. .. ........ dt wah ee jae pkaeks Miller 
meee antes F Ore Cver Woes... Kiki. ceo eevee ow Feist 
You Do—t“Mother Wore Tights” ................. BVC 

The remaining 18 songs of the week, based on the copyrighted 
Audience Coverage Index Survey of Popular Music Broadcast Over 
Radio Networks, Published by the Office of Research, Inc., Dr. John 
G. Peatman, Director 
A Fellow Needs a Girl—*“Allegro”.................. Williamson 
Best Things In Life Are Free................. ccceese Crawford 
ie eeeeS  AIRORINING 0. Se Sk ces Leeds 
RN as Ten ek Witey teak pay tok Me teen Mellin 
Gonna Get a Girl........ bid bathe apes bee's’ ve ve ebb uh Miller 
Home Is Where the Heart Is............. Re ... Advanced 
How Soon ....... Ee meate ee Fat Wie aeiaee wea eae ‘.,.. Supreme 
I'm Sorry I Didn't Say ['m Sorry..... .. Shapiro-B 
ee eR EE oS na ns ane ke Broadway 
My, How Time Goes By ..........:........ ... Chappell 
oe LL Ee See Leeds 
Sipping Cider By the Zuyder Zee....... .....: .. Bloom 
a ES CREE PROUUMOOUNENO 6 Se, soe awticn Sewn s cca ea Harms 
Tallahassee ........ Eten as. Sc cgmsre ¢ .... Famous 
There'll Be Some Changes Made........... ....Marks 
ee Er WORE POE WOEUS 5k. ec ke wes ce eked Harms 
Two Loves Have [........ Rp eee ST Pe ee ....« Miller 
What Are You Doing New Year’s Eve...... cee cs cow) POU 

jriimusicai, *Legit Musical. 4 
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Music for Peace | 


Sylvan Levin, music director of 
WOR, N. Y.,; has been named con- 
ductor for U. N. Symphony, Inc., a 
non-profit organization which plans 
to present monthly symphony con- 
certs to promote international under- 
standing through music of various 
countries. Gregory S. Brooks is prez 
and founder of the org. 

Tiny Ruffner, emcee of the “Better 
Half” radio show, will narrate “Peter 
and the Wolf” at the preem concert, 
set for Nov. 29 at County Center, 
White Plains, N. Y. 


Kenton Wants 
To Drop Dance 
Beat for Jazz: 


Hollywood, Nov. 11. 


This will be the last season that 
Stan Kenton’s orchestra will be 
working dance dates, according to 
elaborate plans sketched by the 
Maestro, with blessing of both his 
manager Carlos Gastel and booking 
agency, General Artists. Thereafter 
band will endeavor to strum out | 
sheer jazz concert fare, on theatre 
stages, in auditoriums and on wax. 

Kenton has been mulling depar- 
ture from shuffle dates for some 
time, but made up his mind def- 
initely during current skein of one- 
niters eastward. On his list he has 
half a dozen concerts booked (four 
already played) among terp book- | 











No Pops on Air 


Kenton, incidentally, will be a 
plague to songpluggers during his 


following at Meadowbrook, Cedar 
Grove, N. J., during radio remote 
pickups. He will play no pop tunes 
over the ether, and preface each 
pickup with admonition to custo- | 
mers that he will put on “a concert 
of progressive jazz; don’t dance, just 
listen.” Then he will beat out his 
highly percusswe stuff to which it 
is difficult to agitate and ankle, any- | 
way. 

Following date at Paramount 
theatre, N. Y. first of year, Kenton 
will embark on another one-night | 
trek through New England. GAC | 
has been asked to make the trip a | 
jaunt of concerts, but in event that | 
is not feasible, then Kenton will | 
play dancehalls. Only two concerts 
in area have been booked so far, 
Worcester and Boston,. in mid- 
February. 

GAC until -late last week had been 
pitching to get Kenton a date at 
Palladium here, when band blares 
back to Coast late next spring. That 
booking effort now has been 
dropped. No dance music, no date. 


WITH FREDERICK ZIV 


Hollywood, Nov. 11. 

_ Freddy -Martin’s- orchestra is sit-, 
ting on transcription sessions morn- 
ing, noon and night in an effort’ to 
get 78 quarter hours on wax before 
the -recording- deadline ‘Dec. 31. 

Martin pacted With Frederick Ziv | 
to platter.a two-a-week transcription 
series entitled “Music by Martin” for 
39 weeks air time. Maestro and crew 
also cut 20 sides and two albums for 
RCA-Victor, within the last eight 
days. 


11-Year-Old Brings 


James Dancery ‘Snarl 


Hollywood, Nov. 11. 

Harry James got into a tussle last 
Friday (7) night with Palladium 
manager Maury’ Cohen over the 
rights of an ll-year old boy. It 
seems that the youngster, on dining 
terrace with his family, took up a 
position on the: floor in front of the 
bandstand. Since there is a Cali- 
fornia law. forbidding minors in the 
terp territory he was shooed. back 
to his seat. 

James, unaware of the regulation, 
argued with the Palladium ops for 
40 minutes about the’ kid’s rights, 
during which his bandsmen retired 
from the stand. Finally, the deal was 
compromised by allowing the kid to 
sit on the stand itself. 














S. Robert Sehultz has been named 
a field representative in American 
Society of Composers, Authors and 
Publishers’ Dallas district — office 


— wee ee avarrans 
He was formerly a salesman 





‘make him ripe for future midwest 


i tet, but as a soloist hasn’t learned 


| Muehlebach Hotel 


| younger 
| month-long 





for KFRO, Longview. 


——— 


Band Reviews — 


TOMMY CARLYN ORCH (13) 
With Dell Saunders 
Trianon, Chicago 

Prior «to this date Carlyn’s band 
was a Pittsburgh territorial fixture, 
but his success at the Trianon should 


body Hotel in Memphis. 

.On his first trip ¢nto K.C., Rob. 
bins is showing a crew with a brass 
flavor. Danceability is the keynote 
of the arrangements, however, and 
for this intimate room it means 
muting most of the way. Works are. 
headed by Robbins’ own trumpeting 
with a pair of trumpets and a pair 
of trombones behind him. Band is 
rounded out with four saxes, string 
bass, drums and George Arline 
piano, who often adds unusual ef. 
fects on celeste. In addition, band 
gets. unusual notice from a goodly 
number of cowboy tunes, pretty 
well liked in this cowtown. Medleys 
also are given a strong whirl in the 
Robbins book. 

In the vocal department, Milly 
Coury classes as a rhythm-novelty 
rangements are by Larry Faith.) | singer. Gal is cute and gets song 
And it uses many waltz sets, which | over with lively bounce. Maestro 
surprisingly enough, fill the dance | Robbins works his own pipes in a 


and eastern bookings. For an un- 
known arriving here four weeks ago, 
he has solidly established himself. 
Trianon has booked him for a. re- 
eat in Janudry (maestro* has some 
hefty long runs on his record—42 
weeks ih one spot, 142 in another.) 

Basically, Carlyn patterns his 
music in the old Dick Jurgens style. 
Orchestra is made up of five saxes, 
five brass, and three rhythm. Sev- 
eral of the men step down to form 
a trio and quartet with fem vocalist. 

Band mixes oldies and pops (ar- 





floor. Band is composed of youth-/| baritone range on ballads, and Ray 
ful musicians, although the newest | Cox steps down from the stand on 
man has been with Carlyn four} some of the sprightly tunes. Bob 
years, making for better perform- | Riggs of the trombone section makes 
ance. up a trio with Robbins and Cox, 


Dell Saunders, pert looking bru- 


! and entire band frequently backs 
nette, sings well with trio and quar- 


up vocals with chorusing. Robbins 
thus gets a good deal of variety out 


all the techniques of mike singing. | of 13 people. Quin, 
Other singers, with the exception of savieathcaiismnts 
Happy Houston, comic ballad man,| ary pEVANEY ORCH (6) 
are just so-so. Solution in that de- | wip, Peggy Reed 
partment might be eo By | President Hotel, Kansas City 
ses F ' ! 
pe agi oe ag aed er | After a summer of floor shows 


and bands, the Drum Room returns 

to its regular season policy of music 
) only. Art Devaney orchestra draws 
the assignment for the first month 
or so, and biz is holding its own 
under the change in policy, well 
tested over past seasons. 

Devaney crew is on its first stand 
in this area, and pretty well meets 
the musical requirements of this 
cozy spot. Music clings mainly to 
two-beat, with an occasional livelier 
tune loosed o1 the dancers. Show 


(Continued on page 50) 


RAY ROBBINS ORCH (12 
With Milly Coury 


Kansas City, Mo. 


Ray Robbins has another of the 
crews which are making 
stands in the Terrace 
Grill of the Muehlebach Hotel. Al- 
though the outfit was put together 
as a California band a couple of 
years ago, it has been treading the 
Chicago territory and has gained a 
considerable rep around the Pea- 








Inside Orchestras—Music 


Coin being earned by the revived tune, “When You Were Sweet Sixteen,” 
is the first important money it will have garnered for its writer, James 
Thornton, or, rather, his widow. 

‘When Thornton originally wrote the melody he turned it over to the 
old M. Witmark & Sons catalog for a sum variously believed to have 
been anywhere up to $300, but he did not draw royalties from its sale. 
When the copyright renewal came up, Thornton turned the tune over to 
Shapiro-Bernstein. Two years ago synchronization rights to it were sold 
to Columbia Pictures for “Jolson Story.” Ignored for recording purposes 
by Al Jolson and the film’s producers, the tune caught the fancy of Perry 
Como, and his RCA-Victor disking turned it into a national record and 
sales hit. However, since the tune was written before the 1909 copyright 
act, and is hence in the public domain insofar as some recordings of it 
are concerned, it was only by. chance that Thornton’s widow will earn 
some royalties from disk sales. In 1945 S-B rewrote and modernized the 
song’s verse and received a copyright on the new version. It was this 
that Victor used with Como, as did some other disk firms, and they paid 
royalties as usual. Decca’s Mills Bros. version was based on the original 
and is royalty-free. 


With the 100th -anniversary of the “Marirnes’ Hymn” scheduled to be 
observed by the U. S. Marine Corps during the week of Dec. 7-13, the 
leatherneck fighting organization is mapping an intensive bally campaign 
for the marching song. It will coincide with a nationwide drive to build 
the Citizen Marine Corps to full strength. Pop waxings of the anthem 
will be distributed to radio stations throughout the country and band- 
leaders, network shows as well as jukebox ops are being urged to plug 
the hymn during Centennial Week. Both the identity of the composer 
and author of the famed “From the Halls of Montezuma .. .” are cloaked 
in anonymity. Research indicates the lines were first sung in 1847 shortly 
after the Marines had stormed the Palace of Chapultepec in Mexico City. 
An unknown marine is believed to have written the lyrics. Music’s 
origin has been traced to an old Spanish folk tune and the melody also 
occurs in an Offenbach opera, “Genevieve de Brabant.” 





In his decision several years ago in the E. B. Marks vs. American 
Society of Composers, Authors and Publishers case, Justice Ferdinand B. 
Pecora ruled that songs in the Marks catalog co-written by members of 
ASCAP could not be authorized for performance by Broadcast Music Inc. 
However, songs collaborated on by ASCAP and non-ASCAP writers could 
be authorized by each performance group on a non-exclusive basis. 
VarIETY’s brief mention of it in last week’s story came out that Marks 
could not offer songs co-authored by ASCAP members to BMI subscribers, 
which obviously is incorrect. 





New Rendezvous Room, Plaza hotel, New York, is certainly one of the 
best moneymakers of all hotel niches in the city in view of its size and 
entertainment outlay. Using two small-scale bands ‘which cost less than 
$1,400 weekly, the room has been luring consistently heavy business; last 
week it grossed close to $15,000, which is unusually high for a 225-capacity 
spot. And with that low nut the profit surpasses most better known and 
more expensively operated playrooms. It uses the Payson Re orchestra, 
a six-piecer, and the Nicola Matthey group of five pieces. 





George Frazier exits this week as disk reviewer for Vartery, a chore 
he has held down for about a year but which the jazz expert must now 
forego in view of his manifold assignments for the national magazines. 
Frazier requested he be relieved of the assignment because his soon-due 
shirt to Hollywood to write “profiles” of Jack Benny, Amos ’n’ Andy, et 
al., as part of his new field of endeavors, will take him around the coun- 
try considerably. Vanimry staffer Ben Bodec is now reviewing records 
regularly under the Jocks, Jukes and Disks department. 





Ditty doodlers are flooding Vine street publishers with their tunes, 
trying to get publishers to print them and artists to wax them. Joe 
Higgins, local Columbia Record rep, has enough ballads, noveltunes, 
waltzes and polkas on his desk for consideration to keep Columbia going 
for five years if he decided to put them all on wax. In the meantime, 
Higgins has moved his desk into the new pressing plant. 





_ Pilot of the plane bearing the Turkish Military Mission and the latter 
itself split press billing on the recently-completed 10,000-mile U. S. tour. 
And at tour's end, General Salih Omurtak, head of the Turkish Army Navy 
and Air Force, presented his pilot with a fancy Elgin watch. Pilot was Lt. 
George W. Buck, who all the newshawks found time to mention as the 
son of the Ziegfeld era tunesmith, Gene Buck. 
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N.Y. AFM Local Awaits Chi, L A. 


Upped-Pay Outcome Before Acting 





New York Local 802 of the Ameri- 
ean Federation of Musicians has 
made no move to follow the Chicago 
and Los Angeles AFM branches_in 
taking an increase on bandleader 
cales to compensate for the latter's 

aving to pay social security and un- 
employment taxes on musicians they 
pire. Executives of 802 have been 





considering upping maestro scales, 
but have decided to await the out- 
eome of the Chicago and Los An- 
geles moves before deciding on the 
course they will take. They want to 
see how employers take the increase. 
To obviate the passMg of the s:s. 
and unemployment tax burden from 
the buyers of music to the bandleéad- 
ers’ shoulders, forced by the drop- 
ing of the Form B contract blank, 
Chi local tacked a 10% boost to| 
maestro prices and L. A. local added 


Dick Stern Doubles 


Chicago, Nov. 11. 

Dick Stern assumed job here last 
week as vice-president and general 
manager of Chord Records, in addi- 
tion to being head of the McConkey 
agency band department. Stern will 
operate from Chicago, while Mike 
Cudahy, prexy of the firm, will head- 
quarter in Milwaukee. 

Chord is the originator of the new 
Mystery label platter which features 
two tunes on one side. Stern will 
bring Lynne Stevens, Leo Pieper, 
Don Roger, Jack Olsen and Rocky 
Ford, as company’s newest wax tal- 


ent, into the label’s stable with him. | 





} 
15%. In both cases the extra levy is : Ba + 
calculated on a percentage of the Petrillo n Brings 


overall cost of the band involved and 
applies only to local dates involving 
local members. New York’s 802, 
when and if it does make a move in 
the same direction, will probably go | 
along With the Chicago idea and tack 
on only 10%. Meanwhile, its lead- 
er members, or those who become 


leaders for a night on club jobs, are | 
absorbing the employers’ portions of | 
s.s. and unemployment tax payments. |ezar, and Mike Shore, of Shore- 


In some cases agencies that provide 
them with jobs are adding up to 5% 
to the price, in various ways, to 
make up for the tax bites. 





How Ya Gonna Keep ’Em— 


Pittsburgh, Nov. 11. 

Tommy Carlyn, back at Bill 
Green's, Pittsburgh, with his band 
after click run at Trianon Ballroom, 

hicago, lost two key men in an un- 
usual way—one to college, the other 
to business. Joe Stecko quit to study 
music at Carnegie Tech, Morry Ap- 
pizch to eoncentrate on his manu- 
facturing plant, which makes braces 
for crippled children. 

Dick Mack replaced Stécko . on 
trombone and Gus Dolfi, who had a 


small dance band of his own around ; 


ere for a long time, is taking over 
Appizch’s sax chair. 


Taylor Ankles MCA 


Frank Taylor resigned recently 
from the theatre dept. of Music 
Corp. of America to open a personal 
management office. 

Taylor came to MCA’s N. Y. office 
from its Detroit branch, Before that 
he. agented in Chicago. 


To: HECHT & BASS 


150 W. 49th Street 
New York City 


Thanks, KEN HECHT 
and SID BASS, for the 
grand song material 
which you created. for 
our vocalist, Shirley 
Richards . . . and which 
is getting a terrific re- 
ception during our cur- 
rent engagement at the 


New York Strand. 
Ted Weems 


—————— 


HEY, FELLA!!! 
Ask the Girl Friend 


Why Do You 
Make Promises? 


LE JAN MUSIC CO. 
Maspeth, L. I., N. Y. 
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| Diskery will use “Muntz Masters” as | 
|label and has set Larry Adler and 


Three New. Diskeries 


Hollywood, Nov. 11. 
James ©. Petrillo’s Dec. 31 ban on 


| all recording is working in strange 
| ways. 


Ban has brought about two 
new record companies here recently. 
Earl “Madman” Muntz, used - car 


biz with hopes of making enough 
masters in the ensuing seven weeks 


to keep them going. Shore says that 
he and Muntz had found an unusual 
angle in the distribution of records. 
They would not reveal its nature. 


brother Jerry Adler, also a har- 
monicist, Robert Alda and Bruce 
Cabot, who will slice an album based 
on “The Last of the Mohicans,” for 
first sessions. 


Louis Azarow, a lumber biggie 
from the Northwest territory, has in- 
vested $250,000 in Constellation 
Records for his first venture into 
the waxing field. Label has signed 
the Lind Brothers and already has 
released four sides by team, one 
12-inch platter and the other 10-inch. 
Azarow has trekked East to line up 
djstributers in Chicago and New 
York. Red Doff will handle ex- 
ploitations here and Ace distributers 
will cover Western territory. 





Vita in the Swim 
Chicago, Nov. 11. 

Vitacoustic records. Chi indie, has 
signed Joan Edwards. Former Lucky 
Strike vocalist will cut four sides 
this week. Also pacted was Johnny 
Bothwell, who will assemble a band, 
and press eight numbers. 

Christine Randall, pianist, was also 
given a term paper. 





Musicraft Ditto 


Musicraft Records, New York 
firm which recently went through 
reorganization and was preparing to 
get back into stride when the disk 
ban was set by the AFM, has also 
been out gathering artists as fast as 
possible to. bolster weak master 
stocks. Last week the company 
signed Buddy Greco and the Three 
Sharps, country-style singer Esme- 
reldy, and the Four Mus-ettes, 
femme vocal group. 


Hampton for N. Y. Strand 





} Lionel Hampton's orchestra is set 


for the Strand theatre, N. Y., in Jan- 
uary, opening either the 16th or 23rd, 
topping a string of other theatres. 
Band is set at the Orpheum, Qmaha, 
week of Dec. 4; Riverside, Milwau- 
kee, Dec. 11, and Regal, Chicago, 
Dec. 26. 

Lone location date in three-month 
stretch is the Tune-town, St. Louis, 
week of Jan. 6. 





Mechanically Ambidexterous 

Pianist Bert Shefter will wax five 
sides of piano duets for United Art- 
ist release with the pianist himself 
doing both ends of the duet. He will 
cut each song twice, making an ace- 
tate of one part first and then one 
of the other half of the duet. The 
two acetates will then be set up on 
specially made synchronized tables 
and played simultaneously and re- 
corded on a master. 

Thus “Piano Duets by Bert Sheft- 
er.” Album will include “Fantasy 
Impromptu,” “Ritual Fire Dance,” 





“Clare de Lune,” “Bolero” and “My 
Reverie.” 


RCHES SI 4g 





Gabbe Quits Romm _ 
For Personal Man g 


Dick Gabbe, working with Harry 
Romm’s independent booking office 
in New York almost a year though a 
partner in the personal management 
firm of Gabbe, Lutz & Heller, quit 
Romm Monday (10). He will go into 
his own outfit full-scale, setting up 
a N, Y. office to be manned by him- 
self and Sam Lutz, the latter re- 
maining only about three monihs 
and then becoming a roaming rep. 

Seymour Heller will handle the 
firm’s Coast office in the interim, 





‘Palumbo to Insert 
Name Bands in His 
Ciro’s Nitery, Philly 


Philadelphia, Nov. 11. 
Frank Palumbo, 6wner of several 





of this town’s boites, including the 
; after-hours C & R Club, is planning 
to insert somewhat of a name band 
policy at his Ciro’s. He’s figuring on 
teeing off with Art Mooney. now 
working his Click Club, which has 
used a top name band policy for 
over a year. Mooney would open 
Dec. 15. 

Angle of the Ciro policy would be 
that the spot would not use top 
names such as Marry James, Vaughn 
Monroe, et al., who are scheduled 
for the Click. Clubs are only blocks 





} 


|would use sweeter, 
strumental groups. 

James, incidentally, moves 
the Click for slightly less than two 
weeks Nov. 27; Monroe 
Dec. 8. 





| half the 





}apart, and Ciro’s is mych smaller | 


pa | |;executive board by a 
| Reyes ad agency, are entering disk | than the 2,000-capacity Click. Ciro’s 


‘ | vote.” 
smaller-sized | 
combos. It now uses two small, in- | nellie, first vice - president; N. L. 
| Norris, 
into | thur 


Petrillo Believed Considering Start Of 





Disk Ban Now Before Dec. 31 Deadline 





BMI Signs 14 in Chi 


Chicago, Nov. 11. 

Chi licensing division of Broad- 
cast Music, Inc., had its best month 
since the opening of midwest head- 
quarters here last February with 14 
new licenses approved during Octo- 
ber. Among better spots pacted 
were the Martinique, 606 Club, Steak 
House, and Ciro’s. 

While Chi Cafe Owners still have 
not signed an agreement with BMI, 
local office has contracted with about 
members for use of its 
music on individual basis. 


Can. Musicians Reelect 


Prez Walter Murdock 


Toronto, Nov. 11. 
Election held by the Musicians’ 
Protective Ass’n., Canadian affiliate 
Federation of 


of the American 


| Musicians, returned president Walter 
|Murdoch to office. In re-electing 


Murdoch as_ president, members 
— a resolution “endorsing 

verything done by the officers and 
unanimous 
Others elected were: Don Roma- 

second 
Dowell, 


vice-president;, Ar- 
secretary - treasurer: 


| plus other board members — J. D. 
follows | Wilson, George Delaine, Corson Mac- 
| Clanathan, Ernie Bridges. 





7 Chicago, Nov. 11. 


Name bands which record for the 
various disk manufacturers may no 
be able to pile up the backlog o 
recordings they anticipate prior to 
the Dec. 31 disk ban ordered by the 
American Federation of Musicians. 
James €. Petrillo and his interna- 
tional executive board is said here 
| to be mulling the possibility of stop< 
ping bands from recording before 
that date to prevent building up a 
| large number of disks as insurance 
against a drawn-out ban. 





Whether such action would be 
aimed at the musicians used by 
name bands or whether the order 


would be extended immediately to 
all recording musicians, even those 
who back name singers, is not clear, 
The disk manufacturers, incident- 
ally, were greatly bothered weeks 
| back by the possibility that Petrillo 
;} wouldn't give them time to lay in 
|a stock of masters. They feared he 
| would advise them that the cons 
|}tract now in force until Dec. 31 
would not be renewed and immedie 
ately halt recordings, instead of 
giving the two-month notice, 


Monroe’s 206 Refund 


Bandleader Vaughn Monroe picked 
up the tidy windfall of: $20,401 in a 
recent decision of the U. S. Treasury 
Dept. awarding him that sum as ah 
overpayment of income tax. 

Cash largely represents a refund of 
| withholding taxes and other im- 
| posts paid by the batoner for his or- 
| ganization in connection with oné- 
‘night dates and theatre appearanceg. 














Violin, clarinet, cello, or trumpet— 
the Solovox* gives you any of these 
instrumental effects, played to your 
Own piano accompaniment. 2 


The rich, colorful effects of the 
French horn, English horn, bassoon, 
organ and many other instruments 
are also at the fingertips of any 
pianist, by the simple adjustment of 
tone controls. 


Meds by 











1. MH. REG. U. 6. PAT. OFF 


olovox 


the mokers of the Mommead Crgan 


The Solovox opens an entirely new 
field of opportunity to the profes- 
sional. Whether you perform as a 
solo, or in a combo, your entire 
repertoire broadens and you add a 
refreshing lift toany tune, new or old. 


Income possibilities are greater, 
popularity and drawing power in- 
crease—with a Solovox. 


It is portable—is easily attached 





Hammond Instrument Company 
4248 W. Diversey Ave., Chicago 89, Miinols 


Gentiemen: Please send me further information about 
the Solovox, and the names of Solovox dealers near me. 


The lady requests a violin solo 





IT’S EASY WITH A SOLOVOX 


to and detached from any piano-- 
anc plugs into the lighting circuit, 
it does not interfere with the nor- 
mal use of the piano and is ideal for 
any kind of night club, theater o# 
ensemble work. 


Learn more about this remarkable 
instrument to find out what it ean 
do for you. See your dealer or mail 
the coupon below. 





Name 
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Bands at Hotel B.0.’s 


Covers Total 

b mre Past Covers 

Bana Hotel yed Week On Date 
Nat Brandwynne* . Waldorf (400; $2) .... .. .....-... 5 2.300 12,550 
Johnny Long......Pennsyivania (500; $1-$1.50)........ 3 1,400 4,375 
Sammy Kaye.... New Yorker (400; $1-$1.50)..... .. 2 1,825 3,700 
Johnny Pineapple.Lexington (300; $1-$1.50)........... 52 875 49,025 
Guy Lombardo....Roosevelt (400; $1-$1.50)............ 7 2325 10,375 
Vaughn Monroe...Commodore (400; $1-$1.50).. ...... 5 1950 11,850 





* Jean Sablon at Waldorf, Ice Show at New Yorker. 





Chicago 
Ray Heatherton (Marine Room, Edgewater Beach; 700; $1.50-$2.50 min.). 
Final week of Heatherion, crisp 3,900. George Olsen comes in Friday (14). 


Jese Melis (College Inn, Sherman; 700; $2-$3.50 min.?. 


opened Friday (7). Strong 3,700. 


Jack Owens 


Orrin Tucker (Boulevard Room, Stevens; 650; $3.50 min.-$1 cover). Con- 
ventioneers doing great by this spot with tidy 3,900. 
Griff Williams (Empire Room, Palmer; 550; $3.50 min.-$1 cover). Room 


slipped a bit last week to 3,200. 


Los Angeles 


Freddy Mariin (Ambassador; 900; $1.50-$2). 
Jan Garber (Biltmore; 900; $1-$1.50). 


Good 2,400 tabs. 
Stout 2,100 covers. 


Location Jobs, Not in Hotels 


(Chicago) 


Sherman Hayes (Blackhawk; 509; $2.50 min.). 


Hayes folds here Nov. 


20 with Phil Levant replacing. Light 2,300. 


Eda@y Howard (Aragon; $1-$1.25 adm.). 


away. Nifty 20,000. 


Leighten Neble (Trianon; $1-$1.25 adm.). 


16,500. 


Buddy Shaw (Latin Quarter; 700; $2.50 min.). 


covers a bit to 2,600. 


Even rain didn’t keep them 
Coast maestro brought in fine 


Revised policy boosted 





(Los Angeles) 


Sterling Young (Aragon, B, Ocean Park, 2d wk.). 


okay. 


Lionel Hampten (Meadowbrook, B, Culver City, 2d wk.). 


here with 5,200 admishes. 


Harry James (Palladium, B, Hollywood, 5th wk.). 


buyers. 


It’s a Lonesome 
Old Town 


| Never Knew | 

Oh How | Miss 
You Tonight 

That Old Gang 
of Mine 





Write Box HME 





| That Gertain Party 





| band 





JIMMY McHUGH 


Some 4,200 admishes 


Profit plucked 


Okay 12,000 stub- 





Band Reviews 


Continued from page 48 


tunes furnish the bulk of the li- 
brary. 


This room demands softer moods. 


And Devaney serves nicely. Instru- 
mentation is violin, sax, trumpet, 
string bass, drums, and leader on 
the piano. 


Vocals are handied by Peggy 
Reed. who shows a trained voice 
weil suited to the show tunes fea- 
tured. Harry Johnson solos on Latin 
songs and special arrangements, and 
two work out a vocal duo on pops. 


Quin. 


BILLY CATIZONE ORCH (8) 
With Marcelyn . 
William Penn Hotel, Pittsburgh 

A iong-time Pittsburgh favorite, 
but always in the small combo field, 
Billy Catizone is stepping out for 
first time .with an over-sized (for 
him) outfit and only wonder is that 
he hasn't done it long before this. An 
accomplished violinist. whose three 


Terrace Room doesn't cater very 
much to the younger crowd and 
wisely 





good, however, and has a nice quality 








FOR RENT 


BALLROOM and 
ENTERTAINMENT CENTER 


ESTABLISHED BUSINESS WITH WELL ROUNDED 
PROGRAM, DANCING, SKATING AND SPORTS 
PROMOTION—FULLY EQUIPPED—CAPACITY 5500 


LOCATED IN DENSELY POPULATED 


AREA IN CHICAGO 


FULL INFORMATION WILL BE SUBMITTED 
UPON INQUIRY AND SHOWING OF 
FINANCIAL RESPONSIBILITY 


VARIETY, 360 No. Michigan Ave. 
Chisago (73, iii. 


to her pipes, and ought to develop 
easil 


; Hotel. . . . Ray McKinle~ orchestra 


-|Conrad concluded an engagement of 


1 Dale Evans inked to wax 24 sides 


terp | ceptionist in 20th-Fox legal depart- 








Upbeat 


Hines heads holiday show at Riviera 
Club, St. Louis, opening Dec. 24... 
Henry Busse set for National the- 
atre, Louisville, Dec. 4 . . . Claude 
Thornhill on one-nighters through 
the midwest until Dec. 6. . . Betty 
McGuire’s all-girl orchestra into 
Rip-Tide, Nov. 14 ... Bernice Lim- 
pert back at Harms .. . Egbert Van 
Alystine, composer of “In the Shade 
of the Old Apple Tree,” at St. Jo- 
seph Hospital, Hot Springs, with a 
heart condition . . . Mort Schaeffer 


will begin teaching a _ series of 
courses in musical copyright laws at 
John Marshall Law School 

Tower Records inked Wayne Van 


Dyne and Darwin Dane to recording 
contracts 


Pittsburgh 


Mildred Don now singing with 
Billy Catizone band at William Penn 
hotel . . . Carl Gerold band and 
Bobby Fyfe, comic, out of Allen’s 
Cafe after long run and initio Play- 
dium, St. Louis, for a month... 
Gregg Phillips, ex-Tommy Dorsey 
trombonist, joined Baron Elliott's 
band ...Jinimy Rice, organist, 
doubling between WEDO, McKees- 
port, and Du-Drop Inn... Cal 
Nemeth’s Gypsy Melodians opened 
at Mercur’s Music Bar ... Eddie 
Heywood Trio into Carnival Lounge 
(17) for a fortnight . .. Slim Bryant’s 
Wildcats were in New York last 
week cutting eight sides for Majes- 
tic Records. Five of the numbers 
were hillbilly originals by Bryant 
... Tommy Carlyn’s orchestra goes 
back into Bill Green’s for Dec. 29. 


Kansas City 

Dick Wilkie, trumpet, and John 
Catolana, sax, joined the Ray Rob- 
bins orchestra during latter's stay 
at the Muehlebach Hotel. . . . ‘Nor- 
man Granz and “Jazz at the Phil- 
harmonic” troupe played a concert 
to 1,800 devotees in the Music Hall 
last week. ... Art Devaney crew 
rounding out four weeks in the 
Drum Room of the President Hotel. 
: . Tommy Juneau band in the 
Penguin Room of the Continental 


set for a one-nighter at the Pla-Mor 
Noz. 16... . Murray Arnold bringing 
his band into the Terrace Grill for 
a couple of fortnights. . .. Judy 


many months at the Crown Room of 
the LaSalle Hotel, turning the stand 
over to Roy Mack aggregation. 


Dallas 


Dick LaSalle’s band will be re- 
placed by Del Courtney orchestra at 
the Mural Room of the Baker hotel 
..- Bonnie Baker due at the Sky Vu 
Club ... Harry Jenning orchestra is 
at Frank Nick's new Nite Spot. 


Music Notes 





for Majestic prior to Petrillo ban... 
Mary Jane Donnelly resigned as re- 


ment to sing with 60-piece ex-serv- 
ice femme orch. She was a pharma- 
cist’s mate 3/c during the war... 
Bernard Hermann, musical director 
for CBS in New York, will compose 
original score for Charles K. Feld- 
man-Orson Welles production “Mac- 
beth” at Republic...Johnhy Mercer 
cleffed three tunes for Vera Ellen 
which she will do in “Sally”... 
Waiter Kent and Waiter Farrar 
cleffed score for Jean Sablon starrer 
“Midnight Waltz: ..Marilyn Maxwell 
off on a p.a. tour, opening in River- 
side theatre, Milwaukee, Nov. 13: 
Capitel theatre. Washington, D. C., 
and to Capitol theatre, New York, 
Dec..4. Paul Whiteman’s orchestra 
on the same bill...Tex Ritter beg- 
ging off from pa. tour early in order 
to get some wax sessions at Capitol 
before Dec. 31...Modernaires cut- 
ting four sides toward “Memories in 
Tempo” album for Columbia. .. Desi 
Arnaz orchestra skedded to cut 16 
sides for RCA-Victor. Crew goes 
into Palace hotel, San Francisco, 
Nov. 13...Herb Levine, Jewel and 
Encore Music head, in town prior to 
setting up Acweltone Printing com- 
pany on coast...Coast label holding 
sessions with Fernando Rosas backed 
| by Bobby Ramos crew, Ed Moody, 
| Deuce Spriggins and an album by 
‘isham Jones this week... Page 
,|Cavanaugh Trio opens at Theatre 
Club today (Wednesday)...Connie 
| Jordan and Jordanaires pacted by 
| Paramount label . . . Artie Wayne 
Starts at Red Feather Dec. 2 for in- 
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Disk Jockey Revs. 


tm Continued from page 4 


Civic Aud. Latter events get con- 
siderable time on the show; he de- 
liberately plugs those who appeared 
on previous concerts and drumbeats 
others on the up-coming concert. 
Live guestings are also 
occasionally, and a roundup of Coast 
cleffing circle news—which he shares 
with Fred Robbins in .Gotham—is 
another feature. Students, hipsters 
afficionados and professionals are 
his boys and vice versa. 
On his Eastside Beer : 
three and a half years: now, Nor- 
man started on WBNX, Bronx, N. Y., 
in 1940. He migrated to San Fran- 
tisco where he worked on KLX and 
KGO before trekking south. His 
other chores here include a jockey 





on ABC’s KECA once weekly, and 
a sweet ballads 'n strings daily after- 
noon session on KMPC. Hurl. 


THE DON OTIS SHOW 
With Don Otis 
55 Mins.; 9:05 p.m., daily 
KLAC, Los Angeles 

Vet Don Otis. who actually pre- 
dates “disk jock granddaddy” Al 
Jarvis, makes no bones and wastes 
no words, reaching right out for 
dance fans with block-type runs of 
records instead of great variety. 
Each night he selects an average of 
four personalities with which to fill 
his lot, giving a set segment to 
each, a system which he claims to 
have originated. He dates back to 
1930 on KFAC. being the first jockey 
as such, if perhaps not so billed then. 

Otis temporarily quit jockeying 
two years ago after airing over vir- 
tually all local outlets to be pro- 
gram director for Capitol Tran- 
scriptions. And though he obvious- 
ly knows his music and music 
makers he drools none of the thin 
erudition of his many contempo- 
raries. Chatter is kept to an abso- 
lute minimum while he squeezes an 
average of 16 platters into each 55 
minutes for Murphy Motors, one of 
myriad used car dealers here. For 
the latter also. his commercials are 
matter of fact and sans syrup. 


Show is scripted to the hilt and ad | 
libs left in limbo, production being | 





coming through terse identifying an- 
nouncements of selections that lean 
toward the more classic in jazz. 
Numbers, too, are the less frequently 
heard and lasting things, generally 
speaking. Hurl. 


GIL NEWSOME 
95 Mins.; 9-9:30 a.m., 6:15-6:45 p.m., 

10:15-10:36 p.m., daily 
Commercial 
KWK, St. Louis 

Gil Newsome was brought into a 
good thing two years ago when Rush 
Hughes decided to quit KWK: and 
move to KXOK for self syndication. 
And to Newsome’s credit he took 
over the top local program rating of 
the town and not only held it but 
pushed it up several points. Rivalry 
between Newsome and Hughes, cur- 
rently holding forth on KXOK, gives 
the jockey gallery of the town its 
lone bit of color. Both go in for 
basing their daiiy selections on sur- 
veys of best sellers among local 
record shops and the competition 
between the two jockeys for first 
crack at air interviews of visiting 
disk personalities eccasionally takes 
them off on odd tangents. 

Newsome’s rapid-fire delivery con- 
tains a cadence that makes him easy 
listening. A former Coca-Cola 
“Spotlight Bands” announcer, his 
background comes into good stead 





| definite stand . . . Vic - Dickinson | 
| combo enters Billy Berg’s nitery as | 
an alternate with Louis Jordan. | 
| starting Nov. 12. Dickinson has just 
‘inked with Supreme disks. 


in the merchandising phases of the 
show. He is inclined to punch hard | 
at his commercials, but the habit is | 
uidoubiediy iooked upon as a virtue 
by his local string of sponsors. 





included ja drummer, 





+++ 
. (Week Ending Nov. 6) 
London, Nov. 7, 
Now is the Hour. weeewiesineivewite 6.4660 60004022 1c TOWERS 
Nr Boos ans bo bee Te Wy | bah ks Oba ae Ricordi 
I'll Make Up For Everything ...................... Maurice 
SE PON 0 ca sisiet Fos oS va oe oR eee eek od Yale 
Sete CR oi BS SE A aes Dash 
Apnie Biossom Wedding... 2. ic-ike .i5dt CTR Connelly 
Wivet Lave, Lieek: Tae ks hai vie ans ibe Ske ieee Dash 
CER crap ic cla pp ces dt ea eas vekeheb ieee: Sun 
ia eerie oot ee has ba eteeee ek ..F.D. & H. 
I Believe ay Sa Oil Se 5 Rete nc one ko bathe chops Morris 
params: 0e he BR Psi ee i acs reel . Connelly 
ad Siete “Tree 45:3. Sosa CRS ks cis . Maurice 
Second 12 

Lovely World and You ee ... Cinephonic 
i ge | Sa AE OS Pee ee ieee ..@. Ascherberg 
eT he oi SSPE Bs coer cana aber ... Chappell 
My Desire Cats 6 .. Feldman 
People Will Say .. Williamson 
Anniversary Song -....... °. .. Connelly 
Mamselle PEM ees tites SiNesseeees deh ae F. D. & H. 
SE Seen cues ene .. Leeds 
Try Little Tenderness ........ .. Connelly 
What a Beautiful Morning...................-cccccee Williamson 
ae Ce OD UME 5 Pais o's odo ao noc ceed dies s Berlin 
pan: Goermnain.. @ AOAGOe bois ks con's. cnwcecccsnesecsve Feldman 
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Paul Whiteman, Jr. band opened 
at The Cross Roads, Bradenburg, Vt. 
(outside Washington) Sunday night 
(9), after playing a two-day stand 
in the Rainbow Room, New Ken- 
more hotel, Albany. Whiteman, Jr. 
has a new six-piece sweet orchestra, 
with Helen Manning as vocalist.. Her 
husband, Irving Manning, is bass 
viol man and manager. Whiteman, 
led a hot unit for a 
time. 
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the keynote, and with music even |. 


A MUST!! 


| Columbia’s New Album 
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if It’s True 


. Mills Bros. (Decea 25284) 
Johnny Desmond-Page Cavanaugh Tr 
(Vietor 20-2312) 
Cootie Williams (Majestic 1165) 
Art Meoney (M.G.M. 10092) 


‘MARY LOU 


YOU'RE IN LOVE WITH EVERY- 
ONE (But the One Who's in Love 


>» 








Odec. 





With You) 
Jobnny Thompson (Regent 110) 
MILLS MUSIC, inc. 
1619 Mew York 19 








TRUE 


By WALTER G. SAMUELS 
and LEONARD WHITCUP 


SANTLY-JOY, INC. 
1619 Broadway, New York 


TOMMY VALAND®O, Gea. Pro. Mar. | 
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Det. AFM Scales Go 
Up 15%; Put Six-Day 


Week Into Operation ‘ 


Detroit, Nov. 11. 

A 15% increase in pay for musi- 
cians and beginning of a six-day 
week got front-page attention in De- 
troit Thursday (30), very much to 
the surprise of musicians and club 
owners who had taken the change 
as mostly a routine matter. Anti- 
Petrillo feeling probably contributed 
to the spreads. 

The 15% boost keeps Detroit 
scales—based on a complicated sys- 
tem of locations and volume of busi- 
ness—even wit]. scales in New York, 


Chicago and comparable cities 


Switch to a six-day week, instead 
of seven, already is in effect in other 
key cities, was considered in Detroit 
last year but postponed at the re- 
quest of cabaret operators who were 
sufféring financially then because 


the grain shortage was forcing them 
to shut down early many nights for 
lack of beer and liquor. 

Many of the 200 affected Detroit 
places are meeting the change by 
using small combos, organist, .or 
strolling trio for the seventh day 
of the week. Some have been closed 
Sundays anyway, because of Michi- 
gan’s law preventing of any- 
thing but beer or wine on Sundays 

Big Bowery nitery, with 1,000 seats 
and Ben Young’s large orchestra, 
will rotate musicians, giving each 
one night off. Club Casanova, down- 
town, is hiring a whole new band 
for one night a week and will have 
an “amateur night” to get around 
the difficulty of trying to have a 
stage show with a strange band. 
Palm Beach Cafe, where Don Pablo’s 


enl- 
eaic 


band is a fixture, ran into trouble 
using a new band with its stage 
ghow, and will solve it by shifting 


Pablo’s night off so it won't coincide 
with opening nights for new shows. 

Name traveling bands will not be 
affected, on theory that they gci ‘con- 
tract prices big enough to compen- 
sate for working seven days. Other 
spots can hire a band for six weeks, 
work seven days a week, and then 
pay seven weeks’ salary, but so far 
nobody has. 





Can’t Keep a Good Tune 


Down, Gordon Swan Finds 


Boston, Nov. 11. 
When Gordon Swan, WBZ pro- 
gram manager, picked out Chopin’s 
Nocturne in D flat as the theme for 
a late evening record program, it 
seemed like just another tune to 
him. After about six months, how- 
evér, with about 3,000 queries asking 
where the record could be bought, 
it began to dawn on him the tune 
Was catching on. His was a tran- 

scription, however, not a record. 


He took the matter up with RCA- 
Victor, which hired lyric writers to 
fit words to the melody. Result was 
“My Promise to You,” recorded by 
Larry Green, Broadcast Music has 
the tune. 


From Hollywood ! 
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Everyone Is Waiting to Hear 


WHAT ARE 
YOU DOING 
NEW YEAR’SEVE 
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N.Y. NADJ CHAPTER SET 


Assn. of Disk Jockeys incorporated 
itself this week, and has taken office 


handle local affairs. 
for the NADJ is the “Big Show of 
1948,” which N. Y. disk spinners 
will put on at Metropolitan Opera 
House, Jan. 25, for the Damon Run- 
yon Cancer Fund and other 
itable enterprises. 

Fred Robbins, chapter chairman, is 
in charge of the event assisted by a 
committee of other jocks 
Morey Amsterdam and Bea Kalmus. 
Beckman & Pransky, local bookers, 
will produce the show, which will 
draw on top recording talent. All 


Initial project 


their respective shows. 


Kapp in Middle of Suit 


and defense witness in the current 
N. Y. supreme court trial of a $250,- 
000 damage suit brought 
Decca and Leo Reisman 


performers Avon 
Dowdy, was warned by Justice Den- 
nis Cohalan Monday (10), prior to 
adjournment of the proceedings, 
that he will be cited for contempt 
if he fails to appear at the resump- 
tion of the trial on Friday (14). 
Kapp, now on the Coast, has been | 
subpoenaed and was to have testi- 
fied last week following the trial | 
teeoff Wednesday (5). 


Action stems from the alleged un- 
authorized use of an album of 
“Porgy and Bess” songs cut by the 
plaintiffs with Reisman for “test 
purposes.” Long and Miss Dowdy 
claim that the disks were made sole- 
ly for an experiment but Reisman 
went ahead and sold them to Decca 
in violation of an agreement. On 
the other hand, the bandleader tes- 
tified, that when he made the pact in 
1942 he was under no obligation ta 
the plaintiffs. 


Rather than cleaning up on the 
album, Reisman declared that he 
had lost money on the waxings. His 
testimony was in more or less of a 
rebuttal to the demands of Lony and 
Miss Dowdy, who also ask an ac- 
counting of the profits. Kapp’s pres- 
ence as a witness is sought in order 
to confirm a statement made to the 
Decca chief by “Porgy” producer 
Cheryl Crawford that the two Negro 
performers had made these test rec- 
ords. Trial before Justice Cohalan 
is being held without a jury. 


-_ 


against 
by Negro 





Sam Fox Lifts Restriction 
On ‘Brigadoon’ Tune 


Restrictions have been lifted from 
the tune, “My Mother’s Weddin’ 
Day,” from the score of “Brigadoon.” 
Due to the fact the melody is the 
basis of a specialty number, Sam 
Fox Music had banned its per- 
formance outside the show, which 
opened in N. Y. eight months ago, 
because it might destroy the value of 
the show’s number, 


None of the other tunes, “Almost 
Like Being in Love,” “Come to Me, 
Bend to Me,” “There But For You 
Go I,” or “Heather On the Hill,” ever 
was restricted. 





Bob Lastfogel Promoted 


Bob Lastfogel has been upped to 
an agent in the William Morris 
agency cafe dept. Lastfogel was for- 
merly assistant to Joe Wolfson of the 
theatre and cafe dept. 


He’s a nephew of Abe Lastfogel, 











WM general manager. 


UP, OFFICES OPENED! 


New York chapter of the National | 


space with staff of office-workers to | 


including | 


| with in the future. 


local jocks will plug the shindig on | cg up a separate firm for her: 


| simply publish on a royalty arrange- 


| ment the tunes 


| 


(Week Ending, Nov. 8) 


Warnow Sues Pub 


Los Angeles, Nov. 11. 

Mark Warnow filed suit for $25,000 | 
in L.A. superior 
Nordyke Publishing Co. 
Singer, its president. 

Bandleader charges the publisher 
used his name to plug a song with- 
out his consent 


and Mort 





DINAH SHORE IN DEAL 


char- | 


WITH BEVERLY MUSIC 


Dinah Shore is on the verge of 
completing an arrangement. with | 
Beverly Music whereby the latter 


will publish songs she might come up 
Beverly will not 
it will 


involved and Miss 
Shore will retain some rights to the 
copyrights thus added to Beverly’s 


Against Leo Reisman | 2s. 


Jack Kapp, Decca Records prexy | 


It’s a deal similar to that being 


|made more often with music pubs 


| lately. 
| last week with Buddy Clark. 
| 


Buddy Morris completed one 


Length of Miss Shore’s contract | 
| with Beverly, which, incidentally, 
Long and Helen | 


is 
partially owned by Dick Haymes, 
has not been determined. 


|probably will be signed next week. 


| 


-_ 








W. C. Handy, famed blues com- 
poser who represented the American | 
Society of Composers, Authors and 
|Publishers at the inauguration 
|Charles Spurgeon Davis as_ sixth | 


Papers | 
ap | months 





| 
} 
| 
| 


court against the | 
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| 15 Best Sheet Sellers 


Title Writers Publisher 
NEAR YOU ...... ceeeseeveseees (Francis Craig-Kermit Goell) .....ccececceeveeceecesss SUpreme 
TOU: WHO 85 isis: keene hoes oe Jae Marow-Maele GOTO) o.5.0 000k 5.008 hse bade celbleben BVC 
WHIFFENPOOF SONG ........ (Meade Minngerode-George Pomeroy-Tod Galloway) . Miller 
APPLE BLOSSOM WEDDING... (Nat Simon-Jimmy Kennedy) .............02c ccc eeees Shapiro-B 
WARD ITEM 2. 666s Fae en ee ek (Carl. Sigmen-Bob. Ruseeiy) <5. sess k cs cc cunwah ese Jefferson 
See ae a AA ee WOU... CRTOR LOGREET) . 4 oii cece M48 8s Ci ees os V Eb eee Paramount 
WHITE XMAS ........-... oe 6 Le. BEET a 5 <i ek a oS be Rkie d Pi Berlin 
MO. PAM A.i5cscse Oh ings, o 4 Spo . (Richard Rodgers-Oscar Hammerstein 11)... .. Williamson 
MAINED BEEMER: os oops 0e bie eboes «.«« (Nat Simon-Jimmy Kennedy)............ . Shapiro-B 
OTVELEBATION | occ vcsticceevcsss (Carl Sigman-Bob Hilliard) . .,. Morris 
WONDER WHO’S KISSING HER (Will M. Hough-Frank Adams- ioseh E Howard).... Marks 
FEUDIN’ AND FIGHTIN’ (Burton Lane-Al Dubin). n . Chappell 
TOO-FAT POLKA - (Ross MacLean-Arthur Richardson) . Shapiro-B 
HOW SOON © CIGLK.. CPUOUS=CBTTOE LACED iii cic pe ptincics td sa tee celes Supreme 
WHEN YOU WERE SWEE T 16.:(James Thornton) 
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‘ROMEO’ RECORD ALBUM | 
INTO NEGRO MUSICAL | 


Harry Fromkes recorded a tabloid 
libretto by Herb 
Hendler and music by Larry Clinton, 
on his Rainbow Records and the re- 
sponse to the “Romeo Loves Juliet” 
album was such that he plans pro- 


musical comedy, 


ducing a legit stage version thereof. 
Only switch will be that it will be 
with an all-Negro cast. Fromkes is 


now dickering with a seasoned book 


writer to put it into shape for the 
stage. The disk version was re- 
corded by eomposer-maestro Clin- 


ton’s band and nthe Sohettenelh voices, 


Music Rack Seeks $770 


Return on Advance Coin 


Song Distributors, Inc., which op- 
erates a string of music sales racks, 
is beginning a man-bites-dog action 
against Stevens Music. 

As a rule, when a publisher serv- 


| ices a rack with music it awaits final 


|returns before expecting full pay- 


ment for merchandise. Stevens drew 
$770 more in advances. several 
back than it had coming 


|from SDI, and has not returned the 


coin. 


Stevens is deactivated at the mo- 
ment. A Broadcast Music affiliate 


| formerly operated by Jack Osfeld, in 


of | partnership with 


maestro Charlie 


Spivak, it passed into limbo a short 


prexy of Fisk U. in Nashville last while ago due to Osfeld’s illness and 


week, marks his 74th birthday Nov. 
16 at his Tuckahoe, N. Y., home. 





his inability to continue in biz alone. 


Weems Nixes Jersey 
Date for Cancelled Wh. 
In N. Y., So WB Stews 


Ted Weems and the operators of 
the Strand theatre; New York, 
wound up the former’s booking at 
the house last Thursday (6) on a 
sour note. Due to a lack of busi- 


ness, the Strand closed Weems, 
singer Gordon McRae and two 
vaude turns and the film, “That 


Hagen Girl” after two weeks instead 
of going the scheduled three. It paid 
Weems for the final, unplayed week, 





less one-day, during which Weems 
| rec rded fol Mercury Records. 
|That’s not what started the argu- 
; mer! nowevel 

Strand decided not to 


bill more than two weeks 


| 

| 

When the 
;Carry tne 

| 

' 

| 


it went to Weems and broached the 
jidea that he play four days at a 
| Warner theatre in Bayonne, N. J., 
in return for the third week's 
salary House now plays straight 
pictures only. Weems refused, as- 
|sertedly, on the ground that to play 


|the house would hurt his prestige. 

In order to gather a bill quickly 
to replace Weems and to open with 
“Escape Me Never,” Strand huddled 
with General Artists to cancel dates 
on Frankie Carle and bring him in 
a week earlier. Between them, the 
agency and Strand got Carle out 
of four days at the Palace, Toledo, 
and three days at the Palace, Co- 
lumbus, on a couple of days’ notice. 





Martin Preps Already 
For Dates Next Summer 


Reason Freddy Martin is rated by 
many theatre managers and bookers 
perhaps the most methodically 
show-wise maestro to play theatre 
dates in years is apparent in his cur- 
rent theatre plans for next summer, 
Martin is already selecting the acts 
he will work into his band unit for 
dates at that time, and has asked 
these turns to supply him weeks in 
advance with their accompaniment 
music. He intends having his own 
arrangers”® retool the background 
music the acts have had written for 
themselves to fit his band. 

As a rule, acts working with name 
bands simply hand tne latter their 
background music at rehearsals just 
before a booking. Many times this 
music is written for instrumenta- 
tion whose size is different than the 
band involved. Hardly ever, if at 
all, does a maestro go to the trouble 
of paying his own arrengers to re- 
construct an act’s accompaniment to 
make either the act or the band it- 
self work better individually and to- 


as 





He’s now on the Coast. 





gether on a theatre stage. 





me _____ 
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Thanks to ARTHUR GODFREY for another 


SMASH POLKA HIT! 


TOO FAT POLKA 


(SHE’S TOO FAT FOR ME 


By ROSS MACLEAN and ARTHUR RICHARDSON 


a worthy successor to our famous 


“BEER BARREL POLKA”’ 


SHAPIRO, BERNSTEIN & CO., inc. 


Music/ Publishers — DICK VOLTTER, Vice-Pres. 


1270 6th 


Avenue, New York, N 
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| 150 Floorshows Cavorting in L. A. 
} Bistros Betters Wartime Peak by 507, 


Wednesday, November 12, 1947 


a 


Burley Strippers Bumping Hot Combos; |. 
Torch Chirpers Off N. Y.'s Swing St. 





Mpls. Tightens Regulations 
After Happy Hour Fire 


Minneapolis, Nov. 11. 
Fire that destroyed the Happy 
Hour, local nitery, and resulted in 
| the death of one fireman and injury 
|to six others, has caused the fire de- 











floorshow 


50% over last year’s figure. Last year | Pedro sites 
there were only 72 spots offering en- | 


turned into  niteries 
where none existed before, and all 


tertainment while this year, accord- | Seem to be thriving. Last June’s five 
ing to Florine Bale, western chief of | oorshowing spots in Long Beach 


American Guild of Variety Artists, | have mushroomed into 16. 


union which licenses operators using 


According to a quick check by Mu- 
sicians Local 47, there are 256 more 





which the fire chief has described as 
“flimsy.” : 

Blaze occurred early in the eve- 
ning when there were only 80 
patrons in the establishment and all 
left safely, Starting in the kitchen, 





Frank Luther, who records disks 
for juves, will head the talent at the 
“Merry Christmas Land” toy show 
sponsored by the National Children’s 
Exposition Corp., to be held at the 
Grand Central Palace, N. Y., Dec, 20- 





P Hollywood, Nov. 11. ; cording to AGVA’s pulse-taking on | partment to conduct a citywide in- ayes ¥ New York's 52d street is unders 
Number of nite spots around, the situation. The many neighbor- | vestigation of night club fire hazards.| Xmas Kiddie Show For going another change, Once the ite al 
Greater L.A. offering some sort of | hood spots which take on acts keep | The firemen were pinned and smoth- C d Central Pal N.Y cubator of name bands, and later the . 
has risen more than them, Since last summer six San | ered by the collapse of a false ceiling | UTan entral raiace, IN.1T./ haven of small jazz combos and hep a 


singers, bonifaces are now seeking tg 
convert that lane into the refuge of 
burlesque, 


Within the past month, three 
cubicles have eliminated vostly com- 
bos and have installed striperoos, 

































































live talent, there are an even 152. : it did $75,000 damage to the club.| 2g. A large number of magicians, The Nocturne started the parade of 
Idea of how work for nitery acts has | places around Greater L. A. using “Pappy” Trester’s novelty orchestra, clowns and a miniature circus will peel divas with Lois De Fee. the on 
increased here may be gleaned from |OM€ Or more windjammers, which | winding up a iengthy engagement | also participate. Expo is designed) time cafe bouncer: the Bayou ‘has 
wartime figures which listed a top | Checks with the AGVA report, as in| 3+ the spot, lost $12,000 worth of as an education exhibit for young-| Py5, the mrhenncRvntih girl ed ho iad 
of 100 spots. The area cov ered in the _ er ee rd a oo aoug tn instruments and equipment, sters and will have an exhibit by many years ran a Coney Island peep. 
tabulation embraces San Pedro and 7 x on 7 on higk oo ioaal i ae es oa NBC which will include a three-ton | 4.5. while the’ Famous Door fol- 
Long Beach, but not actually outly- | }$ not an all time ugh, it Is at lea OW replica of a broadcasting studio to be | jowed with Pat Pare 
: areas such as Santa Barbara, or | ® healthy high-sign that the murais, DRAPER, ADLER SH | used as an origination point for sev- | Tanase 
San Diego. the drinks nor even the television ota tiniadouibe | Installation of this form of show- 
Sudden rush in most instances peg Pemeg, Ror enmentiad Saran AT N. y. CITY CENTER Other exhibits will include Coleen pusiness was made necessary by de- 
was prompted by desire of operators + : ;' ef — —_ : ae ra i tas § Moore’s Doli House and Elsie, the | cline in trade. Now that most of the 
ms ‘at them in off the pavements. Paul Draper and Larry Adler who | Borden ‘cow. young jazz aficionados are no longer 
to pulmotor biz in what nominally —— will give a series of concerts at City | FR SRE gee Oe eR making the boom salaries of war 
et a ma ite wee magi cx : z Center, N. ¥,, starting Dec. 21 cieatl ° (j Coll d days, the swing havens have been 
Niost sites taking on talent are using f, 4%. 9 SURE LE ° : . 5 " 
4 one to three AGVA - scale - priced Union Permits Buckley added Josh White, Paul Winchell | Atlantic ity ecte cut off from a considerable segment 
| single acts, but it all adds up. T W k P Off and the Salici Puppets to the bill. | $864 484 Via 37 Tax of their trade. P 
j As each establishment licensed by | 0 or to ay Setup this year, is different that | , 0 f; a Y egg . 
' the union S pst a cash bond | ’ s anvihi ‘ ave atte ~d in | T d ‘Om former puriey tans to 1e , 
to aos ce niet Guan for talent | Agent $ $2,108 Claim a , a _ — : oe ate “sae phon From Tourist ra e| spots. So far, business in these three . 
usually used, it can be estimated that American Guild of Variety Artist: City Cettter. -Adiir and pvaites will | Atlantic City, Nov. il. =a gage pee " we ae i di 
nitery performers aggregately are | has lifted unfair ban on Dick Buck art Dee. 21 and will play matinees| Visitors have paid into the city oiteny Se . 7 haw uy. * pea t 
{| grabbing $80,000 each week here ley, vaude and nitery comedian, per- | only until Christmas day, when they | tteasury of Atlantic City $864,484.47 iT. ges. rt : oe rig vas ai 0 
That figure does not embrace pay- | mitting him to work so that he can | will give two shows daily. “through the resort’s Luxury tax, a | wie . Pe ee eee. Set © bette si 
ments made to musicians. Of course | pay off $2,108 claim held against him Wsiine sa a Peele levy on amusements, liquor, | ‘ sayy of cau hing on than anything 
the amount of bond settled in AGVA |p, K J. Levin. head of Mutual “ pe ae ng am S tur wiaiie hotel bills, ete. since June, it was | else smey’ can try For one thing, , 
confines is not always ‘indicative of Rocieiad conte. Chica” @hick 1 ™ nche oy? - re vo | announced last week. | there’s littie possibility of theatres € 
what salaries a spot is paying. Slapsy | pormerly agented him white wi appear ineme evens! In fact the tax is proving so suc- | Offering competition, as was the case Pp 
Maxie’s new management put up According to AGVA, Buckley had ona ny: | cessful in getting revenue from the | When they played bands and eases. A 
$10,000 with AGVA upon reopening. | made a deal to pay Levin back at In a week's stand last season, con- | visitor without hurting the average Anothei factor is the price of strips 
; and current lineup is not getting | pate of $100 a week when working, | °°"! grossed $25,000. | year round resident too much. that | being lower than instrumental groups ; 
. that amount of coin. Ciro’s, however, | put had defaulted. Union then f |a number of other resort cities are | and singers, Thus they can even oe 
is covered by only a $2,000 bond, and slapped on the unfair tag. Buckley Soph’s Book Sales Give | studying it. They include towns in | realize a profit with the same amount : 
: frequently spends more than that on has since made another deal to pay land outside the state. | of business that they did previously, bs 
: a layout. off the indebtedness Ch it A th $3 850 A total of 1,765 hotels, rooming | In all cases, the operators point to st 
As the number of floorshow-in- Union also collected a claim of $50 | art y no er ? | houses, theatres, beach chair con-j| Chicago -ewhere several regulation th 
i Stalling spots increase,-very few are | from Iceland, N. Y., for Buckley, Hollywood, Nov. 11. cessions, tap rooms and cigar stores cafes have converted to strip policies, te 
i sloughing live. entertainment, ac-;} who had auditioned at spot some Sophie Tucker donated $3,850 to made returns. The money will be In any event, the changeover is p* 
® weeks ago. When a booking failed | 1g charitable institutions, in addition | US¢d to give city a face-lifting. bound to make New York a livelier - 
¢ peedencnneengeen to eventuate after the audition. |t the $14,435 she mailed out two | toe ae? Seen place for the visiting firemen, 
; mee union ruled that comic was entitled | weeks ago. Money represents pro- 1 F li T P er a ee Re ne 
x “we: |to clubdate fee of $50 for the audi- | ceeds rem the sale of her book, ce Oi ies 0 reem Kitty Kallen will be an added 
dese \ tion performances, i“Some of These Days,” in nine weeks ? “He A starter at the Harem, N. Y., along 
TE "e 3 i | at Hollywood night. spot. Cleve s Million 4 rena with Myron Cohen, starting Sunday 
LLIAMS Gee | . r Donations include Beverly Hills Toledo. O., Nov. 11. (16). 
Wi ee ‘Hamid Asks Reduction (Hadassah, $1,000; Cinema Trade Toledo's new million-dollar Sports | Seee== = 
and his site ge | ‘ oe. Fund, Pp, eer , 900; | Arena, East Toledo, will make its 
E22 , ebrew ome an ospita or | : ( ‘ 17 = 
WESTERN se Of Steel Pier, ALC., Taxes. chronic sick, Brooklyn, $500; Chil- pings Ah youn a Sie ee On 
“SMOKE, SMOKE, ee | Atlantic City, Nov. 11. | dren’s Welfare League of Los An- | mammoth spot. | 
SMOKE" The value of Steel Pier, the re- | geles, $250; Little Aid Club, Los An- Virgil A. Gladieux, is president of | 
° |sort’s biggest amusement spot, has | geles, $200; Camp Max Straus, Los|/the Arena. and Emery F. Gilbert, Ni . 
: ' 0 ite-Life’s Newest Laff-Sensation 
Currently | been depreciated because of surf ; Angeles, $200; Guild for the Jewish secretary-treasurer. . The pair be- 
WARNER BROTHERS erosion which has dug huge chunks | Blind, New York, $200; Disabled| came partners in the former Ice 
THEATRE of beach from the upper portion of | American Veterans, Cincinnati, $100; | House which opened in Toledo in CURRENTLY APPEARING 
Oklahoma City, Okla. Absecon Island. |Agudath Harabanim, Jerusalem, | 1940, introducing hockey and ice TOWN Cc ASINO 
rae George A. Hamid, operator of | $100; Rabbi Baal Haines-Colel,| shows here. The Ice House closed = 
Melville A. Shauer pong pier, and Richard Endicott, its man- | Ahavath Jerusholayim, Jerusalem,|jn the spring of 1943 when war BUFFALO | c 


Cliff Carling, Assee $100; Night of Stars, New York, $100; 


" forced a shutdown. 
Lighthouse for the Blind, San An- 


“Holiday on Ice” revue was or- | 


ager, so declared as they appealed 
to the Atlantic County Board of As- 
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A REAL OPPORTUNITY 


Girl Dancer Wanted for 
Adagio Dancing — Not Over 


One Hundred Pounds 
Experience not necessary — Ballet or 
acrobatic foundation an attribute — 
Neat and attractive—am bitious— ree 
te travel, U. S. and abroad—Expert 
training — Write specifying xge. 
height, weight and experience. Fun- 
elose photo if possible. 


JACK GORDON 


FORREST H 
- 49th St., west of dway 
New York 


sessors last Thursday (6) for a re- 
duction on the current assessment of | 
$347,600 on pier property. 

Endicott claimed the raise in as- 
sessment since last year was unjusti- 
fied, asserting that erosion had taken 
away a considerable amount of the 
land on which the pier is located not 
to mention the increased cost of 
maintenance. : 

The current assessment lists the 
building at $168,800, the, land at 
$128,800 and the personal property 
at $50,000. The pier management 
was directed to submit further in- 





|a decision. 
jin today’s real estate market .was not | 





STAGE — RADIO 


47 YEARS IN SHOW BUSINESS 
— NIGHT CLUBS 


RAY WALKER 


Now at GOLD KEY CLUB, Wash., D. C. 


formation -before the Board will give 
Real value of the pier 


brought up. 





Jennie Goldstein; of Yiddish 


legiters, into the chelor club, 
Pittsburgh, starting Nov. 19 at $600 
per week. 
































tonio, $100; United Machsike Hadath, 
Palestine, $100; The Ziegfeld Club, 
Inc.. New York, $50, and Temple 
Beth Israel, Portland, Ore., $50. 


Saranac Lake 


By Happy Benway 
Saranac ke, N. Y., Nov. 11. 
Many tha to Mrs. John and 
Jeanette Binkley, of Lancaster, Pa., 
for sendin oodies to the Rogers 
gang for their holiday party; ditto 
to Ann Brown for cakes and cookies. 
Albert Abrams, Moe Pearlstein 
and Sam Jaffe in to visit Moe Gould, 
former Pittsburgh film salesman, 

who is doing OK, 

Helen pp, former Columbia 
Piciures staffer, added to office staff 
of the Rogers after receiving all- 
clear papers. , 

Edward Warrin motored in 
New Jersey to visit Arthur 
fitt, who 
reports. 

Helen Pelechowicz, Helen Mor- 
ris, Helen Inglee, Louise Barnes and 
Margie Regan all doing nicely. 

Benton C. Ressler back from 
N. Y. C. to resume ‘rest routine and 
to eonduct local charity drives. 

Carrol Koons, announcer and con- 
tinuity writer at station WNBZ, re- 
couping from appendectomy. 

James Kirkwood, Jr., back to 
N. Y. C. after a short visit with his 





om 
rot- 
is flashing nice progress 





/mother, Lila Lee Murphy, who is 
| progressing okay at the Hayes sana- 
torium. 

|. Walter Romanik and Seni Okun, 
author, are now in the first stage 
| of the up routine. 


(Write te those who are ill.) 





ganized by Gilbert and now is in 
its third year. Gilbert’s idea for 
portable ice rinks led to the found- 
ing of the attraction. 3 

The Arena was built with seating 
capacity ranging from 6,000 to 8,000, 
depending on the type of event 
which is staged. Hockey and basket- 
ball will occupy 15 to 30 nights, re- 
spectively, in the arena this season. 
Special events atiready planned, in 
addition to ‘Holiday on Ice’, include 
a circus, Jan. 10 to 17, and appear- 
ance of “Roller Skating Vanities,” 
March 7-14. An indoor rodeo may 
also be booked. 





Skater Injured in Fall 
Omaha, Nov. 14. 
Lillian Schroeder, featured in 
“Skating Vanities of 1948” fell while 
doing a comedy act with Terry Tay- 
lor and Buddy Swan and injured her 
shoulder. 














JOAQUIN GARAY 


“Fostered by” 
SOL TEPPER, RKO Bidg., New York 20 
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COMEDY HORIZONTAL BAR 
CURRENTLY: 


LOEW'S STATE, NEW YORK 
Nov. 18th, Olympia, Miami, Florida 


Mgt.: TONY SENNES, 810 Hippodrome Bldg., Cleveland, Ohie 
Eastern Rep.: LEON NEWMAN, 48 W. 48th St., New York 


PUBLICITY * PROMOTION 
MAKES A STAR 


'12 WEEKS FOR $100 
Column-Pic Breaks * Features * Radje Shots 
items * Plugs * Interviews 
COMPLETE PRESS COVERAGE 
NEW rect TO HOLLYWOOD 
EXPLOITATION ASSOCIATES 
424M Ave., N. ¥. 17, N. ¥. 
Suite 1407 Plaza 8-1152 


[ee 


Parodies! Special Songs! Bits! 


* Draw from our library, one of the 
inrecet, most comprehensive in 
howbiz! 


& 1918 Catalog FREE! 
* Exclusive material our specialty! 
J. & H. KLEINMAN 


25-31-K 30th Read, L. I. City 2, N. Y. 
Telephone: Astoria 8-6965 
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(PRONOUNCED WAUKEEN GAH-RAY) 


NOT JUST A SINGER BUT A SALESMAN 


“California’s 
as tho’ it was 
textainer. 


gift te the Vogue Room ts Joaquin Garay, who sings 
for fun instead of filthy lucre. He's a pleasant en- 
MAURICE VAN METRE, 
“Cleveland News.” 
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eoeray PhS eases 


HELD OVER AT THE VOGUE —e 
HOLLENDEN HOTEL, CLEVELAND, OHIO 
Directioéa—™.C.4. 
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AGVA Dissidents Asking 4A’s to Set 
Convention in N. Y. Instead of Chi 


Announcement by Matt Shelvey, | where the 4A’s will be able to assist 


national administrator of the Amer- 
ican Guild of Variety Artists, that 
AGVA would hold its convention in 
Chicago, Jan. 12-19, has resulted in 
an explosion among board members | 


of the Associated Actors & Artistes | P 
of America. Several members of the | 


AAAA board have ordered a search 


into past minutes of AAAA meetings | 


in order to determine if any-overall 
resolution has been passed giving 


Shelvey the power to call the meet | 


prior to complete sanction by the 


AAAA. 


Two members of the board de- 
clared that there has been no AAAA 
meeting in recent weeks and, conse- 
quently, no permission came from | 
that quarter. 


The AAAA board is especially | 
peeved at Shelvey’s announcement | 
especially since certain matters are 
still to be cleared up. One item per- 


tains to protests on the nominations | 


in 19 cities where the number of 


delegates to be elected coincides with | 


the number of nominees, while an- 
other matter still to be cleared is the | 
site of the confab. 


George Heller, AAAA veepee, de- 
elared action will be taken on these | 
petitions as soon as they're delivered 
to the AAAA. It’s known that the | 
AGVA Program Committee, a group 
which has been polling nominees on 


their stand on projected union poli- 


cies, is slated to deliver a petition 
tomorrow (Thursday) to the AAAA 
asking that the body reverse its 
stand on Shelvey’s decision to hold 
the meeting in Chicago, and to trans- 
fer the confab back to New York 


AY APCS 
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The Exclusive and Amusing 














LAURETTE and CLYMAS 


JACK DAVIES PHIL TYRELL 
New York Chicago 


——SSE 
EDDY ° M 
A 







“Heifetz of the N 
harmonica." 
Doubling S 


OLYMPIC THEATRE 


and 
PARK AVE. CLUB 
Miami Beach 


Margery Welles at the Piano 
Mgt.: Ben Lipset 








|in formulating policies, and where 
complete records and information 
| will be readily available. This group 
also asks that locals in several cities, 
| where less than 200 members are on 
the books, be given a vote in pro- 
portion to its membership. Since all 
| locals elect delegates on the basis of 
one to each 200 members, this group 
asks that cities having only 100 
members, for example, be given only 
'4%% vote. This is asked so that all 
voting will be done in direct ratio 
to its enrollments. 

It’s expected that the AAAA will 
meet next week to consider all peti- 
tions, 


AGVA Lifts Unfair Ban 
On Johnny Kane After 
| Posting ‘Good Faith’ Bond 


Johnny Kane, nitery columnist for 
;N. Y¥. Enquirer also doing a disk 
jockey stint at the Greenwich Vil- 
| lage Inn, N. Y., was haled upon the 
carpet by American Guild of Va- 
| riety Artists, after having previously 
been declared unfair. According to 
| AGVA, Kane, 
|}membership with union, is reputed 
| to have been booking himself and | 
| package shows at various functions 
|despite lacking an agent franchise | 
|to handle such tasks, as well as not 
splitting the fee with performers. 

According to complaints at AGVA, 
Kane had been getting most of his 
talent cuffo upon premise Of charity 
angle or to help out a pal. AGVA'’s 
| investigation revealed that nobody 
|other than Kane got paid. 

After a conciliatory hearing, Kane 
is reported to have agreed to stop 
such practices and, as a good faith 
measure, agreed to post $250 cash 
security with the union, which will 
|be forfeited if he steps out of line 
again. Unfair ban was also lifted. 


La Martinique, N.Y., May 
Go Dual Band Policy 


Dario, La Martinique, N. Y., boni- 
face, is considering another change 
of policy. 
| and operate with a pair of rhumba 
bands. Spot started this season with | 
a Tzigane band and show policy, 
but gradually switched to the regu- 
lation type floorshow. Dario’s been 
attempting to get names, but failing 
to get one of sufficient potency, he’s 
mulling the band-policy. 

Spot is in a better financial con- 
dition now since an arrangement 
with creditors was affected last 
week. Dario settled for 15 cents 
on the dollar and is reported to have 
two years to pay off the indebted- 
ness. 

Meanwhile, 


| 











Jimmy Vernon has 


still retains a financial interest. 
currently in Florida. 


He’s 








Paul Benson, “The Laugh Auc- | 
| tioneer,” went into 


| Diamond Horseshoe, N. Y., 


= to Miss LaPierre’s illness. 
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who holds performer | 


dropped out of the management but | 












A Fastest Magic Act 
CY merica's Fastest Magic 


DeLAGE anc 
y, SHIRLEY 


LOEW'S STATE 
Thursday. soi 13th 


Per. Management 
Phil Farrell and Phil Grae 











Carnival Closing for 2 Wks 
To Set New Jessel Show 


The Carnival, N. Y., will close for 
two weeks after Saturday (15) for a 
refurbishing and new production. re- 
opening Nov. 28 with George Jessel. 
Production, staged by John Murray 
Anderson, will be built around top- 
liner, | 

Jessel’s deal calls for $7,500 week- 
ly guarantee plus 50% of gross after 
$44,000. 


Arizona Law Bars 
Outside Agents 








Arizona, Nov. 11, 
Arizona has cracked down on 
“alien” agents with a new law re- 


| quiring all agents booking talent in 
i that area must be residents of state, 





|N. Y. and other agents have been 
jable to circumvent one way or an- 
| other, setting talent deals by phone 


;}or mail and still getting business in 
| those areas. 


| 


| 


obtain a state license and post a $500 
bond. New law is figured to affect 
several Coast agents, who had been 
channelling most of the acts into that 
territory. 

Agents, however, are not too dis- 
turbed about new ukase since Michi- | 
gan, Massachusetts, Pennsylvania | 
and Florida have similar laws which | 


It’s figured Coast agents 


will adopt similar methods for 
| Arizona. 
Arizona law, like the others, is 





He plans to drop shows | interest in the Ambassador several 
_months ago and has been operating 
the hotel. 








| been 
| here, 


| 


Billy Rose’s| Vera Vague, 


| the tips 





sented with a citation for his work 
; which read in part: 
“Thanks for the -‘memory.. . from 


ij the people 
| grateful appreciation of a generous 


! 


| 


| Copacabana, 


| primarily set up to protect agents in 
| that state from be sing crowded out of 
| business by so-called “alien’’ outside 
agents. Locals have beefed that they | 
pay license ‘fees and bonds and 
should be protected from inroads of | 
outside agents, who pay nothing for 
booking privileges in the state. 

If outside agents are unable to get 


around law it would mean that 
they'd have to split commissions 
with Arizona agents on ail talent | 


booked by them into that area. 


SCHINE BUYS CONTROL | 
OF AMBASSADOR H., L.A. 


Gloversville, N. Y., Nov. 11. | 

J. Meyer Schine, hotel and thea- | 

i tre operator of Gloversville, has ac- 
quired controlling interest in the 
$7,000,000 Ambassador Hotel in Los 
Angeles. 
The .Schine corporation took an | 





: } 
Now it owns | 


of the Ambassador company’s | 


However, it did not have 
control until recently. 
70% 

stock. 


Bob Hope Show Raises 
206 for A.C. Cancer Fund 


Atlantic City, Nov. 11. 

A poor public address system 
stymied the Bob Hope show here 
Friday night (7) and sent many of. 
the audience scurrying for the exits 
long before Hope had completed his 
appearance on the huge stage of the 
Warner theatre. 

More than 4,000 paid from $100 to 
$1 to see Hope, Jerry Colonna and | 
who came to give a 








last week | benefit performance for the Atlantic | 
as sub for Ross & LaPierre, out due | County Cancer 


| of the show, 
| turned over to the fund. 


Fund. As a result | 
about $20,000 will be 


Hope’s stuff went over well for 
those who could hear it. He took 
pot shots at all the county and city 
officials and politicians, who had 
instrumental in bringing him 
telling of his experiences, at 
the Atlantic City race track where 
furnished by the resort’s 
Mayor Joseph Altman compared 
with the usual finish of Bing Cros- 
by’s horses, the feed man being the 
only winner. 

At the show’s end Hope was pre- 


of Atlantic County in 
and sincere act.” 


Mel Allen, 
emcee. 


sportscaster, acted as 





N. Y. Copa Not for Sale 


Jack Entratter,. who with Monte 


sale of liquor 


| officers 


| went on 77 times in 





Proser holds a hefty slice of the} 
N. Y., this week denied | 
any negotiations for the sale of the | 
Copa to Frank Palumbo, Philly 


|nitery operator who runs the Click, | 


Ciro’s. Palumbo’s and 20th Century | 
| clubs. 
Entratter said the purported. deal 


‘Was a@ press agents dream. 


Paris Niteries Strive to Keep Alive; 
Existentialists Have Own Boites 





Crack Down on Salt Lake | 


Nitery for Booze Sales, 


Salt Lake City, Nov. 11 
Horace Henderson’s Dixieland, a 
nitery just out of town, was raided 
by inspectors of the Utah Liquor 
Control Commission last week, 
closed the spot, charging violation 
of the state liquor law, prohibiting 
by anyone but state 


| stores. 


Henderson, who leads the band as 
wel] as being the operator of Dixie- 


land, was released in $500 bail, as 
were two members of the band, and 
a waiter. About 100 patrons were 


on hand when the raid was pulled, 
and R. S. Harris, chief enforcement 
for the commission stated 
he confiscated two pints and a fifth 
of whiskey. 


‘Laughtime Jubilee’ Winds 
USO-CS Tenure in Tokyo; 
Talent Head Back to U.S. 


™” Tokyo, Oct. 31. 

USO-Camp Shows personnel took 
their final bows in Korea today (31) 
with the showing of “Laughtime 
Jubilee” at the USAFIK theatre in 
Seoul. All USO operations through- 
out the world will cease Dec. 26. 

American occupation troops had 
been in Korea scarcely a month 
when the first USO troupe arrived, 
and, since then, the various enter- 
tainers have played to an estimated 
1,500,000 milftary and civilian work- 
ers. First celebrity unit to hit Korea 
was the Danny Kaye-Leo Durocher 
show, which arrived Oct. 9, 1945. 

Maj. D. S. Anderson, USAFIK 
theatre officer, has compiled records 
showing that the 105 troupes which 
played Korea had an average cast 





of 15 and presented 2,056 perform- | 
| ances during the two year 


period. 
| Smallest of the 105 units was Dolya 
| Goutman, sketch artist, who gave 
80 shows at station and general hos- 
pitals. Largest was “Gingham Gir},” 


| with a cast of 31. It played 42 shows 


in 41 days. Most performances were 
given by “Concert Favorites,” 
72 days before 
| 37,900 troops. 

Helped by Lt. Gen. John R. Hodge, 
USAFIK commander, shows played 
isolated as well as concentrated 
areas, ranging from border patrols 
at the explosive 38th parallel to the 
busy port city of Pusan. Missed 
shows because of delayed baggage 
and inadequate transportation were 
held to a minimum. 

USO windup in Japan is slated 
for Nov. 15 at the Ernie Pyle thea- 
tre in Tokyo. 





Youngman’s Coast Date 
Hollywood, Nov. 11. 
Henny Youngman is set to open at 
Slapsie-Maxie’s here Thursday (13). 
It’s his first Coast appearance in 
three years, last engagement having 


who | 


which | 


been at the Florentine Gardens dur- | 


ing the time he made 
| Wace and a Marine” 
| gram. 


“A Wave, A 


film for Mono- 


Paris, Nov. 4. 

Despite poor economic conditions, 
Paris boites are doing their best to 
keep night life going. Laurel and 
Hardy are at the Lido. At the Club 
i|\Champs' Elysees, where Bernard 
|Hilda has resumed on his return 
from Barcelona, the Nicholas broth- 
ers are on, to’be followed by Lena 
Horne, whose first 
Europe is getting considerable pub- 
licity 


appearance in 


American de- 
th it 


of exchange control permit to remit 


acts are much in 


mand, the main difficulty being 


part of the salary home in dollars. 
The exchange problem works the 
other way for local talent, anxious 
obtain foreign bookings to cash 
in on the appreciated currencies. An 
instance is Yolanda, torchsinger, who 
is leaving for Argentina. 


Tabou, existentialist boite on the 
left bank Rue Dauphine, has re- 
sumed activity after a long shutter- 
ing. Another and newer boite some- 
what on the same lines has recently 
opened on the left bank, close to the 
Sorbonne. This is Le _ Lorientais, 


to 


where the operator makes sure of 
a profit by charging an admission. 
Lorientals has now nearly super- 


seded Tabou, with the atmosphere 
supplied by Claude Luter who plays, 
in the 


underground boite built in 
|the ancient catacombs, music of 
the Louisiana plantation type. 


Noted members of the existentialist 
group can frequently be seen there, 
such as Jacques Becker, Paul Eluard, 
Boris Vian, and the existentialist 
head: Jean Paul Sartre with his side- 
kick, Simone de Beauvoir. 























B FLORENCE 
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The Risque Frisky 








20th Week Mermaid Room 
Park Central Hotel, New York 


JANE DOUGLAS at the Piano 


JACK PARKER 


“THE JACK 
OF CLUBS" 


“One of the best jugglers 
of indian clubs and bails 
ever to hit these parts.” 
—Variety, Minneapotis. 
Oct. 29. 


Currently with 


TONY PASTOR 


and Orchestra 


Direction: 
TOM FITZPATRICK 
130 W. 42d St... N. Y. 
Phone: PE 6-0976 
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Night Club Reviews 


Village Vanguard, N. Y. 

Jane Dulo, Bertha “Chippie” Hill, 
Mardi Bryant, Max Kaminsky Trio, 
Don Frye; $3 minimum, 





Femme performers dominate the 
Village Van- 





new offering at the 
guard and demonstrate they can 
carry a show without help from 


their male counterparts. Single acts | 
comprise comedienne Jane _Dulo, | 
blues singer Bertha “Chippie Hill | 
and balladeer Mardi Bryant, with the | 
male doings confined to the Max} 


Kaminsky trio and _ intermission 
Ye aan win t this! (HOTEL SHERMAN) 
ul A ? - é 11S | ted 

Miss Dulo, who de buted a ae iden ten % 
cellar boite three years ago, has) a 
changed hardly a line of the routine Jack Owens, Jean : —,;" Pat 

wa. ishing ‘ rarious | Hunter, Eddie Hubbard, Car ar, 
she been dishing out at various » C Ir 2 
niteries throughout the country for Jose Melis Orch (8); $2-$3.50 mini- 
the last year—and it’s still sock , mum. 
stuff. Only new material is an intro See 
in which she kids Vanguard boniface| Thrice weekly on radio’s “Break- 
Max Gordon (not the legit producer) fast Club” Jack Owens takes a hand | 
and that's the only part of the act) mike and prowls through the studio | 
that draws less than yocks. With! audience for face-to-face, if not 
her growly voice and_ expressive | cheek-to-cheek, serenades of flus- 
face. she does an excellent selling | tered femmes. “Cruising Crooner 
ob on her none-too-subtle sexy} pit is a long-time high spot of the 


innuendoes. She also knows it pays | 
to beg off leaving the audience | 
wanting more, confining her act to} 
only three numbers. 

Miss Hill, matronly, bespectacled 
colored gal whom Gordon brought | 
back after 18 years’ retirement, is! 
much more subdued than when she | 
opened here in the last show, which 
is all to the good. Still singing with- | 
out a mike to give more flavor to} 
her robust blues, she leans more | 
heavily now on the Kaminsky trio | 
to back her. She socks her stuff 
across as neatly as any of the old-| 


COMEDY PATTER 


For A" Branches of Theatricals 


FUN-MASTER 
"The Show Biz Gag File" 
Nos. 1 to 22 @ $1.00 ea. 

(22 for $18.00) 


10 PARODIES for $5.00 


"How to Be an Emcee" 


$3.00 Including 2 Gag Files 
Send for list of material, paredirs, 
comedy songs, minstrel bits—black- 
outs, skits, ete. 
NO C.0.D's 


PAULA SMITH 
200 W. Sith St., New York 19 





























Gowns by 


school performers with whom she 
started and the number of requests 
called in from the ringside indicates 
she’s drawing most of the returnees 
to the room. Material is _ nicely 
mixed, he six numbers ranging 
from “Careless Love” to a special 
“Hesitate Blues.” 


Clover Club, Miami 
Miami, Nov. 6. 
Gracie Barrie, Gene Baylos, Lita & 
briel Cansino, Aurora Roche- 
arlyle Dancers (8), Tony Lopez 
Orch; minimum $2.50. 





Gracie Barrie is the topper in the 
new layout at this year-round spot, 
and a solid draw. 

Wisely adopting almost all new 
routines, and keeping the better 





Kaminsky trio and Miss Bryant} 
are reviewed under New * Acts.) 
Frye,, who’s been performing the 
same chore at the Vanguard for the | 
last six years, serves capably as 
emcee and pianist. Stal. 


Celilege Inn. Chi 


|engagements at the better spots in 


satiric sequences which established 
her as a fave hereabouts in many 


recent seasons, the trim songstress 
whammed over a 25-minute canto 
that kept the tableholders pound- 
ing. 

Tops in her repertoire is “Anatomy 
Award,” in which she delineates the 
career of a starlet who never saw a 


Bob Hope Tops Names 
At Philly Charity Show 


Philadelphia, Nov. 11. 

“Community Chest” affair at Con- 
vention Hall here last week was 
topped by a name show headed by 
Bob Hope, on his way to England 
for a “Command Performance.” 
Colonna and Vera Vague, from 
Hope’s Pepsodent show, also showed. 
Appearing, too, were Beryl Davis, 
RCA-Victor and Camel show singer; 
Buddy Clark, Columbia Records and 
Carnation program topper; the dance 
act of Blair & Dean, William Gax- 
ton, who m.c.d; Charlie Barnet’s 
orchestra, which was supplied by 
Frank Palumbo from his Click Club, 
and a 300-voice choir of local high- 





Hollywood set. Delivered in sly 
manner, the lyrics gets aimed for 


| giggles. In the same vein, her ver- | 
sions of “Feudin’ and Fightin’” and 
standard “Let’s Do, And Say We 


Didn’t” round out the comedy sec- 
tion of her stint to keep the chuckles 





air show, with payoff of squeals as 
he buzzes gals. Same deal at Col- 
lege Inn has’ plenty appeal but 
doesn’t score as solidly because night 
club patrons are not so dewy-eyed 
as broadcast goers. 

Serenade session won warm re- 
ception, however, with Owens kiss- 
ing his wife at ringside table. Singer 
might well consider plants at every 
show, especially for smooch payoff. 
Visibility isn’t too good on his table 
hopping, but there’s no way of im- 
proving ‘that, short of remodeling 
the place. 

In straight vocals at the micro- 
phone Owens gets brisk response in 





So” and “How Soon,” current disk 
favorite he wrote and recorded. His 
manner is easy, informal, and his 
years of Breakfast Clubbing have 
him loaded with ad libs. 


Holdover Jose Melis continues his 
expert keyboarding, earning a trim 
mitt for rapid digiting of “Cumana.” 
Jean Williams, also staying on, puts 
the right bounce on lyrics, but her 
straggly hair-do doesn’t make for 
flash. Walk-on by Pat Hunter, 
“model of the month,” is a vitamin- 
ized bit. 

Disk jock Eddie Hubbard does a 
neat job as m.c. Carl Marx, a Col- 
lege Inn fixture, continues to make 
with clever clowning. Bazxt. 


Clab Charles. Balte. 


Baltimore, Nov. 7. 





ERNESTO 


Exclusive Theatrical Creations 
754 W. 46th St. 
New York, N. Y. 
Assisted by NELLY de FREITAS 
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FIRE WORKS MFG. PLANT 
Est. over 30 ; large clientele; 
with parks, public Ee ney eee users 
of fireworks U. S. and ;.very 
»rofitable; 25 bidgs. 7 acres all fully 

quipped; employ up to 20; large 
tock on ; retiring; sell complete 
with property; price reasonable, 


APPLE CO., Brokers, Cleveland, O. 

















MIRIAM SEABOLD 


Currently 
BROWN HOTEL, LOUISVILLE, KY. 


Nov. 17-30, Merry-Go-Round 
Youngstown, Ohio 














LAUGHING-STOCK! 
Something Mew in Comedy Material 
for M.C.’s, Acts, and Disc Jocks 


Laughing-Steck Series {| to 5........... $! ea. 
Rapid Fire Reutines (Doubles) | te 3..$2 ea. 
Master Momelogues | to 4............... $2 ea. 
See Se EE BON. ca cabs cess: baceves $1 ea. 


SAM PERRY 
1650 Broadway, New York 19, N. Y. 


Peter Lind Hayes, Mary Healy, The 
Cerneys (2), Wally Wanger Girls 
(6), Norman Brooks Orch (9), Bill 
Stoos Four; $1.50-$2.50 min. 





Town’s lone dinner club has been 
hitting consistent pace with top fig- 
ures mounting in proportion to 
strength of available marquee 
names. Current layout topped by 
Peter Lind Hayes and Mary Healy 
is reaching out for a record. Youth- 
ful comic has them bulging at the 
tape and his topflight performance 
is the talk of the town, which has 
been familiar with his stint via pre- 
vious appearances and during lo- 
calized Army residence. 


At the peak of his talent, Hayes 
has everything; plenty of presence, 
clean-cut appearance, original ma- 
terial and an inherent sense of tim- 
ing that makes every laugh count 
to the limit. He’s a natural here and 
could lift any doings out of the hum- 
drum. Miss Healy is a good foil 
for many of his bits and punches 
out a handy vocal. 

Rest of setup includes The Cer- 
neys, nice-working ballroom duo 
featuring good lifts, and a line of six 
|| nice-working femmes who open and 
close decoratively. Fine musical 
support for show and dance inter- 
ludes by Norman Brooks and orch 
and in-between spelling by Bill 
Stoos and his combo is also okay. 
Ray Girard, piano playing member 
| of latter group is a particular stand- 














out. Burm. 
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| rising. 


“You Do,” “Wish I Didn’t Love You | laughs. 


Biending in of current bal- 
lads, handled in nicely shaded fash- 
ion add balance to the session.. Had 
to beg off. 

It’s fortunate that ops Jack Gold- 
man and Henry Neyle have Miss 
Barrie on hand, for the supporting 
acts don’t add- up to palm-rousing 
turns. 

Terpers Lita and Gabriel Cansino 
purvey Spanish rhythms in good 
enough fashion, but in a town where 
there’s been a plethora of their typé 
of dance duo, the ringsiders need 
more imagination in Latin routines 
to rouse themselves to solid recep- 
tivity. 

Gene Baylos, in the comedy slot, 
reveals a funny and plastic pan 
that could be utilized to better ad- 
vantage by the Jimmy Savoish-look- 
ing guy, than he is doing now. In- 
steady, he tosses offa line of: patter 
that is too familiar to garner steady 
It is when he uses that pan 
for what it’s worth (and from the 
aud reaction, it’s worth plenty of 
yocks) that he stands up. Unfortu- 
nately, there isn’t enough. A case 
of potent comic talent going to 
waste. 

Aurora Roche and Carlyle and 
their dancers bracket the show with 
their imaginative and colorfully 
costumed routines to add zing and 
pace to proceedings. 

Tony Lopez and his orch handle 
the showbacking in top manner and 
do nicely by the dance-minded, be- 
tween shows. Lary. 


Harem, N. Y. 
(FOLLOWUP) 


_ With a month’s running time under 
its belt, the Harem show has attained 
a high degree of glibness that makes 
it a well-paced and spicy setup. Now 
that co-bonifaces Nat Harris and Lou 
Walters have made some judicious 
cuts from the show they preemed 
with, the revue has increased its 
appeal considerably. 

Backbone of the show are still the 
Jack Cole dancers and Patti Moore 
and Ben Lessy. Cole, backed by 
three mixed terping couples, has re- 
vised his routine so that there’s a 
predominance of South American 
dances and one of Oriental jive. New 
routines strengthen the prevailing 
belief that this group . constitutes 
probably the best dance act in the 
business., Cole fronts a superbly dis- 
ciplined group that’s able to get the 
utmost out of an imaginative set of 
dances. 

_ Moore and Lessy’s hoking of old- 
time corn constitutes an entertaining 
bit of sophistication, one that the 
tourists can enjoy in a straight vein, 
while the hepsters will find plenty 
Satirical moments. They're good for 
several encores. 

The surrounding bill with Paul 
Gray (New Acts) has been strength- 
ened by the addtion of Elisa Jayne, a 
cute contortionist whose contro] work 
indicates a sense of humor, and Lee 
Bartel, who does well in the produc- 
tion vocals. John Elliot and a four- 
male vocal group further enhance 
the show, and Paul Remos’ act has 
been cut to the point where he gives 
out only with likely acrobatics. 

Jose. 


Maytair Reom. Chi. 
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Direction MATTY BOSEN 


Curry, Byrd ™ Le Roy 


“BEDLAM IN THE BALLROOM" 
Currently: LAST FRONTIER, LAS VEGAS (fer 2 weeks) 


CLUB-DATES HARRY GREEN 


(BLACKSTONE HOTEL) 


Chicago, Nov. 6. 
Jerry Lester, Ray Morton Orch; 
$1 cover, $3.50 minimum. 





Jerry Lester has sapolioed his 


ali the way and there’s no need to 
dip into the blue. 


that rides off in all directions for a 
none-the-less concentrated impact. 
He establishes himself as a local boy 
from Senn High at the outset, then 
darts on to his familiar patter with 
the delayed trombone solo. Follow- 
ing a madcap glimpse of Maurice 
Chevalier, he unfolds his bartender- 
kid routine and offs to solid response. 
_ Return has him in a parody of 
juggling, with throw-away lines 
that net ready response. His straw- 
hatted Harry Richman warms palms 
all around and he closes with a 
straight vocal of “Almost Like Be- 
ing in Love.” 

Act is well attuned to genteel tone 


a UUIALy 














of the room, which has Ray Mor- 


material for this spot. Miériff yocks 
are scarcer, but teeth are showing 


Comic has a fast, incisive style 


| school youngsters. 

| Ike Levy, former owner of WCAU 
and a major stockholder in CBS, 
staked the layout. 

Close to $3,000,000 is said to have 
been pledged the “Chest.” Meeting of 
local music names at the Click today 
(Tuesday) will try to devise new 
plans for extra coin. 


Palmer’s U.S. Vauders 


Gaston Palmer, vet British jug- 
gler who played American theatres 
many years ago, is slated to make 
another U. S. tour next year. 
Palmer is being imported by the 
William Morris Agency and is set 
for State, N. Y., April 1, and Capitol, 
Washington, April 8. 








Tiiness Cancels Blackstone 
St. Louis, Nov. 11. 


Blackstone, magician, cancelled 


stand at American theatre here this 
week due to illness. 
Magico became 
arrival from Akron, O., 
rushed to local hospital. 


seriously ill on 
and was 





Met’s 2-For-1 


’ Continued from page 2 





mink next, and good old chinchilla 
well represented too. 


John Chapman, N. Y. Daily News’ 
acid drama aisle-sitter, showed up 
in tophat, white tie and tails, and 
bandleader Meyer Davis in impres- 
sive diamond studs. Oldtime Met 
idols like Frieda Hempel and Gio- 
vanni Martinelli rubbed elbows with 
newcomers Inge Manski and Claudia 
Pinza. The hallways were a dazzle 
of furs and finery, and a babel of 
tongues, foreign and Park avenue. 
The Notre Dame line couldn’t have 
broken through the crush to make 
for the bar, and the parade moved 
along by inches. 
Pageantry—Fore and Aft 

The Met was prepared for any- 
thing and everything, and everyone 
got his money’s worth. For the 
audience of 4,280 (380 of them 
standees at $3 per stand), there was 
a glittering pageant onstage in 
Verdi’s “The Masked Ball,” with two 
Americans (Jan Peerce and Leonard 
Warren) in the leads, and a Yugo 
soprano with the build of a Ford- 
ham Ram running guard (Daniza 
Tlitsch) for the sex draw. For those 
with opera battle fatigue—if they 
could reach it—there was the 
newly-redecorated bar, with red 
(Rep. J. Parnell Thomas please note) 
the color accent. For those few 
completely overcome by the opera 
war, there was even a special first 
aid room in charge of Capt. Rose- 
mary Peduzzi, a nurse who was with 
Gen. Courtney Hodges of the First 
Army throughout the invasion of 
Europe. 

The Met seems headed for another 
banner season, as judged by the 
turnout, hoopla and color of Monday 
(10) night’s premiere. Statement of 
general manager Edward Johnson 
last week that the Met had the 
highest pre-season subscription list 
in its history is made more signifi- 
cant by the report on last season’s 
activities, issued last weekend. Fiscal 
year ending last May 31 was the 
best in the Met's history, the opera 
company again operating in the 
black, ending the year with a net 
income of $11,808 as against a $4,307 
net for the previous season. 

Met had a record-breaking at- 
tendance last year, too. Receipts 
from New York performances 
totaled $1,670,612 and from  out- 


of-town another $773,904. Total 
receipts, including contributions, 
broadcasting fees and_ rentals, 


amounted to $2,829,688, or an in- 
crease of $200,000 over the previous 
year. 

Expenses for the year were $197,- 
000 more than the season previous. 
Singers and conductors received 
$597,461 in salaries; orchestra, $509,- 
424: chorus, $237,247: hallet, $62,817, 





ton’s orch continuing to fill the dance 
floor, Bazt. 


or total $1,407,950.09 for all perfor- 
mers, 


BURLESK UNIT SET FOR 
GREENWICH VILLAGE INN 


Greenwich Village Inn, N, Y,, 
which has been experimenting with 


divers policies since reopening some 
weeks ago, closed this week and will] 
reopen Nov. 23 with a burlesque 
package booked in by Eddie Kap- 
lan, former burlesque comic and 
now Philly agent. Latter is produc- 
ing but will not appear in cast. 

Unit, headed by Sammy Smith and 
Sammy Birch, comics, will have an 
Al Davis line, two strippers and a 
soubret. Latter have not been set 
as yet since Kaplan fs angling for a 
couple of name peelers. 


Roy Rogers’ Redeo Winds 
Tour With $1,050,000 


Hollywood, Nov. 11. 

Roy Rogers’ World Championship 
Rodeo, which wound its tour in Chi- 
cago Oct. 26, pulled total gross of 
$1,050,000. Last year’s take was $753,- 
000 cut current tour included 10 days 
in Detroit which wasn’t on 1946 
itinerary. 

Other dates included Philadelphia, 
nine days; St. Louis, 10 days; Chi- 
cago, 18 days, 








Gloria Van and her Vanguards 
signed to Universal records, Chi 
diskery. CBS vocal group is cutting 
first four songs this week. 
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AMAZING! 
NEW! 
PORTABLE 


PUBLIC 
ADDRESS 
SYSTEM 


Nothing te 
Plugin... 
Nothing te 
Connect ... 
Just Pick up 
the Mike and "s x ; : 


NO WIRES TO CONNECT 


operated Public Address System 


The Siltronic Company, Point Bidg., Pgh., Pa. 


Dealer 


€ 





| Emargoncias «Crowd Control Shs »Carhal _ 








| The Siltronte Co. 
Point Building, Pgh., Pa., Dept. N 


| operated Pubiic Address System. 

OD Send me...cccece-neeeee-PA-4'n at $75.10 o8- 
$78.10 ea. west of Rockies (complete 
with batteries). 
OCsh OCheek OCO.D. 

O Send me descriptive literature. 


Name 
Address 
| City 








State 








Meet practically every need with 
this powerful, fully portable, battery 
° Ex- 
cellent sound amplification. Unit 
weighs only 12 pounds. Can be used 
anywhere—walking, standing, riding. 


Inquiries 
Solicited 





I'm interested in the Siltronie Portable, Battery 
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MARDI BRYANT 

olk hemes 

5 Mins. 
Village Vanguard, N. ¥. : 
Newest of the school of folk-sing- 
rs to tee off at een, grace prov- 
ng grounds, Miss Bryant impresses 
as a fresh personality with plenty of 
charm who can sell folk ballads with 
the best of them. Her extremely 
quiet demeanor and sweet, unpre- 
ossessing voice are aptly suited to 
her material. -Attentive silence she 
drew over the boisterous ringsiders 
the night caught (8) is ample: evi- 
dence of her showmanship. 

Numbers are neatly mixed, in- 
cluding unfamiliar songs, show tunes 
and comedy ballads. Accompanying 
herself on the standard guitar, she 
opens with the seldom-heard 
Horses Ain't Hungry” and 
Stars of Duna,” then goes 
well-modulated version of “Moon - 
shine Lullaby” from “Annie 
Your Gun.” “Go Away From My 
Window” and “My Logger Lover” 
are nifty humorous anecdotes and 
she winds with the familiar “Black 
Is the Color of My True Love's 
Hair.” None of her numbers, inci- 
dentally, deals with the anguished 
plood-letting that has been satirized 
so much on balladeer takeoffs by the 
comics. 

Chief fault in her work is the 
verabundance of songs she offers. 
nstead of doing six or more, she'd 
do well to confine her material to 
three or four numbers and leave the 
audience hungry. Withal, she’s okay 
for any of the niteries that usually 
feature folk-singers. Stal. 


MAX KAMINSKY TRIO 
Instrumentalists 

5 Mins. 

Village Vanguard, N. Y. 

This is probably one of the few 
cafe instrumental trios that has 
broken away from the. standard 
guitar, piano and bass combine, com- 
prising instead a trumpet, piano and 
drums. Three lads are all excellent 
musicians. Kaminsky, himself a w.k. 
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already been felt at the boxoffice, it’s 


. elaimed. 


American film spokesmen here 
can’t understand why the U. S., 
which is the birthplace of advertis- 
ing and publicity, hasn’t done more 
to counteract what’s being done to 
her reputation. Most of them be- 
lieve that if all the American food 
being shipped here has an immediate 
purpose of preventing France from 
going Russky entirely, it would be 
better to devote a larger part of the 
appropriations to advertising what 
is done. Even though the food ship- 
ments might consequently be less, 
the credit would be much bigger. 
Communist newspapers here are 
known to be biased but the very fact 
that their propaganda goes unan- 
swered is what gives it the majority 
of weight. 

Ruling out the possibility of in- 
jecting some favorable reaction to 
the U. S. in straight entertainment 
pictures, most of the film reps be- 


lieve the job should be turned over 


to radio. What they're plugging for 
is an expansion of the “Voice of 
America” broadcasts to present the 
U. S. side of the picture. If the 
U. S. State Dept. refuses to kick 
through, then they believe the com- 
mercial U. S. radio outfits. should 
take a more definite stand on the 
situation. 


Guild Milestone 


Continued from page 1 








out, the present high cost of tele re- 
ceiving sets indicates they’re mostly 
Owned by cultivated people who like 
legit, so that the Guild's place in 
tele is already sharply defined. 

Evidencing the organization's in- 
terest in tele (it’s pacted to co- 
produce five ai shows this winter 
Qver WNBT in collaboration with 
NBC), Langner revealed that several 
of the Guild’s top legit directors are 
already receiving training in video 
work. Special video staff is to be 
headed up by Warren Caro, TG exec 
director and one of the founders of 
the- American Television Society. 
Others include Guild producer Paul 
Crabtree; directors Martin Manulis 
Phyllis Anderson and Armina Mar- 
shall, and casting director Shirlee 
Winegarten. Entire staff for the 
time being will work under Dennis 
Johnston, former exec producer for 
BBC television who handled pro- 
duction for the Guild on Sunday 
night's presentation of “John Fer- 
over WNBT. 


Accent on Acting 
_ Guild has many innovations, which 
it wants to experiment with on tele, 


cts 


trumpeter for years, has pianist 
Ralph Sutton, a former member of 
the Jack Teagarden band and drum- 
mer Arthur Trapier, a carryover 
from the late “Fats” Waller crew, 
with him. 

Music they dish out in their solo 
spot isn’t for the nervous customers. 
aminsky blares out on his horn 
with no mute whatsoever. It may 
be too loud for such a small room 
but the Vanguard habituees don’t 
seem to mind. Music is a strange 
mixture of modern swing, Dixieland 
and oldschool jazz with each of the 
| three riding on solo improvisations 
in the solitary single spot, a jazz 
| version of “I Found a New Baby.” 
Kaminsky succumbs to a mute to 
back blues singer Bertha “Chippie” 
Hill and the trio aids her act con- 
siderably. They also provide a good 
beat for dancing, crowding the post- 
age-stamp sized floor more than it’s 





been crowded in recent months 
Stal 
| JOHNSON & OWEN 
Acrobatics 
9 Mins. 
Loew’s State, N. Y. 
Johnson and Owen, obviously, 


aren’t newcomers in show business, 
since their act shows considerable 
experience. They’ve been playing 
midwest cafes and now have moved 
into the big time with one of the 
most polished acro acts around. The 
pair work the high horizontal bars, 
executing a series of applause-get- 
ting tricks. 

Some of their leaps from bar to 
bar get a considerable amount of 
audience gasps. The chaps have an 
assured air in executing their rou- 
tines and add a few comedic fillups 
with one-armed swings on a vertical 
bar. In addition, there’s some good 
balancing to add variety to the ses- 
sion. 

Johnson & Owen are the type of 
act that can fit in any vauder as 
well as a mass type of cafe which 
offers them sufficient height to ex- 
ecute their tricks. Jose. 








according to Langner. Chief among 
these, he declared, is to concentrate 
attention on acting, rather than on 
scenery. With the majority of sets 
now in use possessing small screens, 
he said, facial closeups will take the 
place of complicated stage sets. Just 


several feet of an actor’s mouth, so 
tele will bring it that close to his 
face. “Television is a medium of in- 
timate expression,’ Langner said, 
which can be very delicate and 
subtle on a small screen.” When 
there are more larger screens in cir- 
culation, though, it will be neces- 
sary to produce shows in a manner 
more closely akin to stage or screen 
production. 


Echoing other legit officials, Lang- 
ner predicted that tele will offer a 
big and lucrative field for acting and 
writing talent. He stressed that 
there will be no place in video for 
hammy acting or overdone stage 
gestures but that emphasis would be 
placed entirely on subtlety. Because 
of that, he doubted that it would be 
feasible ever to air a legit show di- 
rectly from the stage of a theatre. 
“Any television show,” he declared, 
“must be made ta fit the screen.” 

a 





as radio brought the audience within | 








H’wood Stars | 
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for other shows in both England and 
on the Continent. In addition, they'll 
be feted at parties at Cardiff, Liver- 
pool and Glasgow, with proceeds 
from all events going to the trade 
benevolent fund. 


Hope broadcast his radio show 
from N. Y. last (Twesday) night 
after airing his show last week from 
Claremore, Okla., 
ated at the Will Rogers Memorial 
Dedication. While abroad, his par- 


in to the U.S. He’ll also guest on 


Hope and Mrs. Montgomery will ac- 
company their husbands. Miss Young 
will be accompanied by her husband, 
Tom Lewis, who served as head of 
the Armed Forces Radio Service 
during the war and was recently 
cited by the British government for 
his war work. 


Kelly Drops London Trip 
Pittsburgh, Nov. 11. 
Gene Kelly, here visiting his fam- 
ily last week, will be among those 
missing when Hollywood contingent 
sails for London to put on a Com- 
mand Performance. 


Kelly had planned to go along 
after a broken ankle had forced him 
out of M-G’s “Easter Parade” bu 
injury has been acting up lately and 


’ . 
. re hat for 
dancer's that far 
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frem his home base and personai 
| physician, 


where he offici- | 


ticipation in the show will be beamed | 


Louella Parsons’ show Nov. 23, with 
his stint cut in from London. Mrs. | 





Unit Review 











Kee Cyeles of 1947 
Kansas City, Nov. 1, 
Second edition of International Ice 


and John H. Harris. Directors of 


Production, Frances Claudet and 
Mary Jane Lewis; performance 
director, Marge Lang Kelley; cos- 


tumes, Corinne Hogan and Clinton 
Stoner. Features Margaret Field, 
Ann Robinson, Nadine Thompson, 
Jane Zeiser, Eleanor Meister, Robin 
Lee, Buddy Lewis, Henry Lie, Bud 
McNulty, Billie DePauw 
Payne, Arthur Nelles, Leo 
Dick Mershon, Jeanne 
| Alan Lovell, Trostorff & Turrella, 
Howard Harding, m.c.; George Hack- 
ett, conductor. At Pla-Mor Arena, 
Kansas City, Oct. 28-Nov. 2. 





Loeb, 


“Ice Cycles” is an eye-filling pro- 
duction of niftily costumed skaters in 
two hours of moving spectacle and 
entertainment, Not so much as a 
skate strap, is left over from last 
year’s show, and the new unit spar- 
kles from beginning to end. 

On the performance side there 
isn’t much to be desired, as the 
youthful cast shows about everything 
that can be asked of skaters. It’s 
a little shy on comedy, but it’s not 
too much missed amid the scope and 
movement of the show. An emphasis 
on rhythm and musical background 
throughout gives it a mood of its 
own. 

Newcomers to the show this year 
are Ann Robinson and Eldon Adair, 
coming over from “Ice Capades” 
Otherwise cast is same as last year. 

Eight production numbers are 
backbone of the show, beginning 
with a “Nocturne” ih ballet style, 
and including “Mississippi Levee,” 
“The Cocktail Hour,” “Rehearsal at 
the Hippodrome” and “Scandinavian 
Christmas” through the first half. 
“Nocturne” with Miss Field featured 
gives show an impressive start, and 
the “Christmas” number closing the 
first act, with the Misses Field, 
Thompson and Robinson featured, 
also clicks. “Mississippi Levee,” 
spotted half way through, sparkles 
with a lighter touch and is set off 
by rhythm skating of Jane Zeiser 
| and Dick Mershon, 


Specialties woven around the pro- 
ductions include Robin Lee’s fancy 
skating, Walt Disney’s “Pluto” 
brought to 
Howard Sullivan, synchro skating 
by Kurt Trostorff and Frank Tur- 
rella, stilt skating by Henri Lie, and 
a quartet made up of Rita Palmer, 
Nadine Thompson, Margaret 
and Lillian Trostorff. 

“Modern Nursey Rhymes,” open- 
ing second half, sets the pace for the 
the rest of the show. Other pro- 
ductions include “Aladdin’s Lamp” 
as a jumping sequence featuring 
Buddy Lewis, “Dude Ranch” and 
“Spanish Precision” to close. Adagio 
work by Billie DePauw and Bob 
Payne is standout as is pair skating 
of Margaret Field and Bud McNulty, 
| both spotted as specialties. Rhythm 
| skating by Nadine Thompson, gan- 
gling, clumsy turn by Arthur Nelles 
; and tramp number by Loeb and 
| Sullivan fill out the two hours. 
Quin. 








Attractions, Inc., produced by Eddie | 
and Roy Shipstad, Oscar Johnson | 


& Bob | 


Crystall & | 


life by Leo Loeb ‘and | 


Field | 
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| Allied States 
rand 20th product. “Included in 
| Allied territory are a number of 
| cities -with vast Catholic popula- 
tions,” the letter pointed out. “If 
'they have to forego Fox films for a 
|year, the existing film shortage will 
be aggravated.” 

Noting that Allied couldn't tell 
| 20th what to do with “this very ex- 
'pensive piece of property,’ the 
letter nonetheless called upon 20th 
'to “do everything in its power to 
| relieve the exhibitors of the predica- 
ment into which the production and 
|release of ‘Amber’ has placed them.” 
| Since it’s not affiliated with MPA, 
the exhib organization also can’t 
offer advice to that group. 


“But Allied can nevertheless ex- 
press the hope,” the letter 
“that Eric Johnston will spare a 
| little time from his defense of Holly- 
wood and his negotiations with the 
United Kingdom to survey the 
producers’ public relations in the 
U. S. It seems to us the time has 
come to take some definite action— 
as Hays did before him—to reassure 
the public that the situation is not 


out of control; that from now on the | 


Code will be administered so as to 
avoid a repetition of the ‘Amber’ 
affair; and that hereafter they may 


patronize the theatres with full con- | 


fidence that immorality and licen- 
tiousness have been banished from 
the screen.” 

Allied also tied the Hollywood 
‘Red probe into the letter, asking 
Johnston similarly to promise that 
, versive proraganda wiil never 
be allowed to gain a foothold” in 
j American pictures. 


said, | 





Variety Bills 


WEEK OF NOVEMBER 12 


whether full 


Numerals in connection with bills below indicate opening day of show 


or split week 


Letter in parentheses indicates circuit: (1) independent; (L) Loew; 


(P) Paramount; (R) KKO; (W) Warner 








NEW YORK CITY 
Capitel (L) 13 








Frank Sinatra 

|S Henderson Ore 

| Lorraine Rognan 
Will Mastin 3 
Music Hall (1) 138 
Lucile Cummings 
Brian Sullivan 

Ben Dova 

Stan Kavanaugh 
Rockettes 

Corps de Ballet 

| Glee Club 

— rY tore 

| Paramount (P) 12 

| Randy B : Bd 

} 

i King ¢ ‘ 

i Conn H s 

| Bob Ev: Ss 

Lat «& ‘ ¢ 


Rexy (i) 12 
Veloz & Yolanda 
Sid Caesar 


State (L) 13 


DeLage & Shirley 
Mack Triplets 
Gaudsmith Bros 


Richmond 
Buttons 
Betty Bruce 
Strand (W) 14 
Frankie Carle Orc 
Jack E Leonard 
Olsen Joy 
BRONX 

Windsor (I) 14-16 
Sid Rice 
The Kanazawas 
Ducat & Kaye 
The Skyriders 
Phyllis Willis 

BROOKLYN 
Flatbush (1) 14-16 
Howell & Bowser 
Sonny Sparks 
Phyllis Arnold 
Wallace Puppets 
(two to fill) 

QUEENS 

Jamaica (1) 
3 Glenns 
Jimmy Burrell 
Catherine Harris 
B Harris & Lilette 
(five to fill) 

BALTIMORE 
Hippodrome (1) 12 
Andy Russell 
Martha Tilton 
Dick Wesson 
Jerry Wald 
Mage & Karr 


June 
Red 


12-15 


Ore 





DAYTON 
Keiths (R) 13 
Tommy Dorsey Ore 

Emerald Sis 

Prof Backwards 
DES MOINES 

Param’t (P) 14-17 

fony Pastor Bd 


Dick Buckle 


rtin Bros 
HARTFORD 
State (1) 14-16 
Buddy Rich Orc 
Peggy An? Garnel 
Stooges 

Steve Condos 
INDIANAPOLIS 
Cirele (1) 13 


} Marion Huttor 
| Ray El ly Or 
| Pat Hennine 
Rob’ts Sis & Whit 
MIAMI 


| Olympia (FP) 12 
Enrica & Novello 
| Phil Wayne 
Terry Lawlor 
Neal Stanley 
Earl Skaters 
NEWARK 
Adams (1) 18 
Louis Prima Ore 
Lane Bros 
Connie Stevens 
OMAHA 
Orpheum (P) 13 
Tex Beneke 
Gienn Miller 
Hank Semon 


Ore 


PATERSON 


Majestic (1) 13-16 
3 Poms 

Betty Reeve 

Levan & Boles 


George Freems 
Randall, Melino 
& Hollis 
17-19 
Valdos & Princess 
Pat 
Jimmy Husson 
Coco, Steve & Eddy 
(two to fill) 
PHILADELPHIA 
Carman (1) 13 
Buddy Walker 
4 Evans 
Alma Kaye 
L & L Bernard 
PROVIDENCE 
Capitol (1) 12-16 
3 Parks 
Ray & 





Irene Drake 











WALTER 


THIS 


PARAMOUNT, 


Per. Mgt.: EDDIE 


1501 Broadway 





with FRANKIE LAINE 


NILSSON 


WEEK 
San Francisco 


SMITH AGENCY 
New York 














State (1) 13-15 
Troy & lynn 
Diane Baron 
Danny Shaw 
White Bros 

16-19 
Ross & Ross 
Henry Kelly 
Maude Hilton Co 
Polly Jenkins Co 
BOSTON 

Boston (R) 13 
Connee Boswell 
Buck & Bubbles 
3 Chesterfields 
Deval, Merl & Lee 
(two to fill) 

CAMDEN 
Towers (1) 14-16 
Merideth Old 
Nivelli Co 
| 3 Berts 
Joey Rardin 
Wilfred Mae 8 

CHICAGO 

Chicago (P) 13 
Xavier Cugat Ore 
Artie Dann 
taul & Eva Reyes 

Oriental (1) 13 
Dorothy Shay 
Francis Craig 





Saul Grauman Co Capitol (L) 13 

Paul Regan Le Brac & Bernice } 

| Bob Lamm | Baith Fellows 

Carl Sands Ore | Nip Nelson 
CLEVELAND | WATERLOO 
Palace (&) 13 Param’t (P) 13-15 

| Danny Kaye Tony Pastor Bd 

| Georgia Gibbs Dick Buckley 

Tip, Tap & ‘Toe Jack Parker 

Bunins Puppets Martin Bros 

CARDIFF LEICESTER 





New Theatre (1) 10 

Max Miller 

Leslie Strange 

Silver & Day 

| Charles Co 

Rilowi 

J Meyand Co 

Doreen Blythe 

Harris & 

CHISWICK 

Empire (1) 10 

Good Evans 

Norman Evans 

V & J Crastonian 

Radcliffe & Ray 
Shades 

t Pomars 

Swan & Leigh 

Zio Angels Co 

HACKNEY 

Empire (1) 10 

Revue 

Derek Roy 

EK Arniey & G Day 

Agnette & Silvio 

{5 Rapids 

tig Ben 3 

Charles Stephen 


Pas Ricards Cs 
mona ia TaG LG 


Christine | 


Continentale | 


, Roy Dorey 
| Stan & Art 
(one to fill) 
READING 
Rajah (1) 13-15 
3 Claire Sis 
Arnaut Bros 
Milton Douglas 
Milt Britton Bd 
ROCKFORD 
Palace (I) 14 
Greenwich Village 
Revells 
Wyse & Womack 
Cookie Bowers 
Jo Anne Brandon 
Wes Usher 
T & J Maloney 
SAN FRANCISCO 
Golden Gate (R) 12 
Pied Pipers 
Wally Brown 
Peggy Taylor 3 
(two to fill) 
SPRINGFIELD 
Court Sq (1) 13-16 
The Londons 
M Christopher 
Edna & Leon 
Marty Barrett 
Brookins & Van 
Trumpet Twiis 
WASHINGTON 


Catron 





Palace (1) 16 
E & D Waters 
Peter Cavanagh 
T & B Andrews 
4 Kentons 
George Betton 
Hooper Sis 
Sid Howard 
Bunny & Byron 
SHEPH’DS BUST! 

Empire (1) 1060 
20 Questions 
Stewart MePherson 
| Max Wall 
Victoria Tr 
Marion Pola 
Durosa 
Banda 
Terry Hall 
fony Walsh 

Wood GREE: 

Empire (1) 16 
Bie Broadcast °47 
Issy Bonn 
B Rhodes & € Lane 
i Siki & Son 
; 2 Movers 


Uta 
vivian 


- 


& Vickie 











Cabaret Bills 





—————— 


Bagatelle 
Dorothy Ross 

Biue Angel 
\lice Pearce 
Mare Lawrence 
iPearl Bailey 


NEW YORK CITY 


Amanda 
3 Flames 
Ellis Larkin 3 
Ruban Bleu 
| George Kreisler 
' Maxine. Sulliva: 


Lane 





Sonia Cortis 
Jean Palmer 
| Paul Villard 
Normann Paris 3 
Wally Blacker 
China Doll 
Ming & Ling 
Wong Sis 
Laurie Long 
Bt tr > } 


Oye 


ice f 

tt urbello Or 
L’rase Ore 

Cafe Society 

(Dewntown) 

+ Rose Murphy 

} Derothy Jarnac 

i Hope Foye 

| Dave Ma n Ore 
Cafe Society Uptn 

| Jimm Savo 

| Abbey Albert Ore 

Copacabana 
Toe E Lewis 


Jet MacDonald 


Mario & Floria 
Michael Durso Ore 
Fernando Alvarez O 
Diamond Horseshoe 
Ross & La Pierre 
Siri 

Herman Hyde 


Turner Twins 
Rosebuds 


Billy Banks 
Tables Davis 
Renald & Rudy 


Jack Mathers 
Noble Sissle Ore 
Syd Strange Ore 
El Chico 
F Del Monte 
Victoria Barcelo 
Rita & Rozino 
Los Panchos 
Embassy 
Diane & Edwards 
Paul Duke 
Amory Bros 
Ralph Font Ore 
Cortez Ore 
Greenwich Vil. 
Kay Marshall 
Shavo Sherman 
Ned Harvey Ore 
Sonny Roberts O 
Harem 
Jack Cole Ders 
Myron Cohen 
Elisa Jayne 
Paul Gray 
John Elliot 
Paul Remos 
Kitty Kallen 
Nevada Smith 
Fausto Curbello O 
Art Roman O 
Hotel Kdison 
Gay Claridge Orc 
No 1 Fifth Ave 
Phyllis Grey 
Nype & Cole 
Hazel Webster 
Downey & Fonville 
Hichlights 
Belmont-Plaza 
Radio Aces 
Taylor Line 
Dacita Ore 
Eddie Stone Ore 
Hotel Biltmore 
Lanny Ross 
Pat Whitney 
Mark David 
Sonny Weldon O 
Stephen Kisley O 
Hotel Lexington 
Alomas Hawaiians 
Hotel Pennsylvania 
Claude Thornhill O 
Hotel Pierre 
I. & E Roberts 
Chas Reader Ore 
Van Smith Ore 
Hotel Plaza 
M & G Champion 
Liberace 
Joel Herron Ore 
Hotel Roosevelt 
Guy Lombardo O 
Hotel St Moritz 
Edo Lubieh Ore 
Hotel St Regis 
Beryl Davis 


Jose 





Blackhawk 
Sherman Hayes O 
Vera Love 
Bob Karl 

Chez Paree 
Mitzi Green 
Jackie Miles 
Marty Gould Ore 
Bobby Clark 
| Jack Nelson 
Don Chiesta 
Chez Adorables (10) 
| ie & Wing 





Hotel Blackstone 
Jerry Lester 
Ray Morton Ore 
Hotel Bismark 
Fred Harris, Donna 
& Anneite 
Rudenko Bros (2) 
Renro Delson O 
The Stewarts (4) 
Helsings 
Lionel Prouting O 
Joe Rio 
Amazing Saxon 
The Two of Us 
Adrian Lorraine 
H Edgewater Beach 
George Olsen Ore 


Raye & Naldi 


Milt Shaw 
Laszlo & Pepito 
Maria Morales 


Jeanne Palmer 
Paul Sparr Ore 


J Guarneri 3 
Hotel Taft 
| Vincent Lopez Ore 
Charlie Drew 
| Havana-Madrid 
i Noro Morale Ure 
| Alverez M 
1D i Ba 
|} Corday & ‘Triano 
| asas Ore 
| Ieeland 
I nn Allison 
riny (lark 
i Lou Menschel 
| Martin Line 
| Frankie Frissaura 


Biimp; Blank Ore 
La Martinique 
Franklin Twins 
Anne Francine 
Lander & Holland 
Erwin Kent Ore 
Maya Ore 
Leon & Eddié’s 
Eddie Davis 
Art Waner Ore 
Shirley Powell 
S & S Artnurs 
Peggy McCue 
Dick sain 
Laverne & 
Faye & 
Shepard Line 
Old Roumaniaa 
Sadie Banks 
Althea 
Joey Dean 
Joe LaPorte Ore 
D’Aquila Ore 
Essex House 
Richard Himber O 
Hotel New Yorker 
Sammy Kaye Ore 
Latin Quarter 
Willie Howard 
Al Kelly 
Mazzone-Abbott D's 
Stuart Morgan Ders 
Gloria Le Roy 
Emile Boreo 
Piroska 
Miriam Gwynne 
Bon Vivants 
Vincent Travers O 
Riviera 
Billy Vine 
Larry Marvin 
Betty Jane Smith 
Tony Bavaar 
Catalino Ore 
Spivy’s 
Spivy 
Shiela Barrett 
Versailles 
Dwight Fiske 
Bob Grant Ore 
Panchito Ore 
Village Barn 
Tex Harter 
Toni Palmer 
Tex Gentry 
Nancy & Michael 
Ranch Ore 
Village Vanguard 
Chippie Hill 
Jane Dulo 
Mardi Bryant 
Max Kaminsky 8 
Don Frye 
Waldorf-Astoria 
De Marcos 
Nat Brandwynne 0 
Misha Borr Ore 
Wivel 
Bob Lee 
Kay Carole 
Brynne Lorey 
‘anie Scott 
Danny White 
Zimmerman’s 
Paul Smith 
Janezi Makula 
Zsiga Bela 
Paulens 
Doris Haywood 
Gene Kardos O 


Jon 
Andre 





CHICAGO 


Marian Fedele 

Song Stylists (4) 

D Hild Daners (1?) 
Hotel Sherman 

Carl Marx 

Jack Owens 

Eddie Hubbard 

Jose Melis 

Jeanne Williams 


Latin Quarter 
Jerry & Turk 
Latin Lovelies (12) 
Buddy Shaw Ore 
Valida Snow 
Livtk Hyde 
& Mann 


Palmer House 
Griff Williams Ore 
Florence Desmond 
Artino & Counsuelo 
Ray Malone 
Heward De Courey 


Hotel Stevens 
Orin Tucker Ore 
Prof Lamberti 
Marcella Gould 
E & J Slack 
Scotee Marsh 
Sensationa lists « (3) 
Boulevar-dears 


Benson 








To Have 


Adams, 





| Joey 


the comedian, 





Tots Adams’ ‘Gags’ Book 
‘Actor’ Sequel 


who 


admits it’s a Ripley that his ad lib 


autobiography, 
Riches,” was 
Demon Runyon 


able to 


Gags to 
enrich the 
Fund by $82,000, 


“From 


| will have a sequel, “Never Marry An 


Actor,” due fro 


As with Sophie 


| 
lin selling her autobiog, 
after 


| These ays,” 


m Frederick Fell 


| (who published “Gags”) next year. 


Tucker's technique 


“Some of 
her shows 


| wherever she plays—funds going to 


her sundry 
| Adams in selling 


charities—ditto 


with 
He got as 


“Gags.” 


| high as a $1,000 donation for an auto- 
| graphed copy in the Barbizon Room, 


San Francisco, 


which he _ visited 


| while piaying the Goiden Gate thea- 


tre there. 


Adams pays for all the 


books out of pocket. 
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Musie Hall, N. Y. 
Richard Leibert alternating with 
Harry Campbell and Ashley Miller 
@t organ; Alerander Smallens con- 
ducting Dvorak’s “Continental Over- 
ture” (alternating with Jules Silver, 


Anton Coppola); Leon Leonidoff 
presentation “Continental” (all 
Franz Lehar score), settings by 


Bruno Maine, costumes designed by 
Billy Livingston, Marco Montedoro, 
executed by H. Rogge; lighting, 
Eugene Braun; special lyrics, Albert 
Stillman; featuring Brian Sullivan, 
Glee Club (Smallens director; Kay 
Holley associate); Rockettes (Rus- 
sell Markert, director), Stan Kava- 
nagh, Lucile Cummings, Ben Dova, 
Ballet (Florence Rogge choreogra- 
pher); “Cass Timberlane” (M-G), Te- 
viewed in Variety, Nov. 5, 1947. 





As the showplace of the nation, 
Gus Eyssell’s super-cinema has a 
super-standard to maintain and it's 
to the credit of all concerned that, 
on an average of 12 times a year, 
a bullish calibre of theatricals is 
maintained. The skill of the 
artisans and artists who combine 
into the ultra showmanship mani- 
fested consistently is highlighted 
with the current Leonidoff-Markert- 
Rogge production, built around 
Franz Lehar’s melodies. And while 
it might have slowed down literally 
to a pleasant three-quarter tempo, 
the imaginative costumings, lighting, 
flash presentations of the tiptop terp 
numbers make the new stage show 
a palatable interlude indeed. 

Per usual, of course, considering 
the 6,200 capacity, it’s the dumb 
(sight) acts that impress the most 
although the mike pickup of the 
mammoth Hall is such that there’s 
nothing obscure about the romantic 
balladeering of Brian Sullivan, 
Lucile Cummings and their support- 


larding of some fairly fresh stuff 
into the drawly, cracker-barrel rou- 
tines gets giggles that build into 
laughs. Addition of biz with the 
mouth organ helps solidify impresh, 


medley from “Oklahoma!” in which 





ing 20 stalwarts who comprise the 

MH Glee Club. But Stan Kavanagh's 

juggling (balls and Indian clubs) and 
en Dova’s standard acro-comedy, 


with the panto stew stuff in front of | 
and atop the resilient lamppost, are | 
the major highlights. Kavanagh 
seems to work as easy as, conversely, | 
Dova labors at his knockabout knee- | 
“dancing,” amazing acro-contortive | 
comedy, and the like, but their mu- 
tual skill is undeniable. } 

Even the ensemble dance routines | 
by the Rockettes are done with un- 
usual good humor, as they open with 
a sort of tongue-in-cheek we’re-the- 
dancing-girls routine. And the finale 
ostrich feathers is a delightful eye- 
ful, brilliantly lighted so that the 
optical effect is ever soothing and at 
the same time theatrically dramatic. 
The hand-to-hand music interspersed 
Lehar’s surefire medley periodically 
in acclaim of a fine 50-minute stage 





presentation. Abel. 
Apollo, N. Y. 
Buddy Johfison Orch (14) with 


Arthur Prysock, Ella Johnson; Mon- 
roe & Grant, Babe Lawrence, Jackie 
Mabley, Apus, Estrellita, George: Wil- 


liams & George Wiltshire; “City of | 


Chance” (20th). 





Buddy Johnson, pianist-composer 
fronting his own combo on repeat 
date, tops the current sepia revue 
at this Harlem showcaser. Band, 
comprising three rhythm (with 
Johnson at the ivories), three trom- 
bones, three trumpets and five saxes, 
gives out racy and loud, with some 
of its former recordings and other 
—_ arrangements for solid recep- 
ion. 

Teeing off with a reprise of for- 
mer hits, band seques into a con- 
certo arrangement of “Far Cry,” 
giving sidemen plenty of latitude 
for solo stuff which has the joint 
jumpin’. Arthur Prysock, band vo- 
calist, takes over for acceptable 
baritoning of “Serves Me Right” to 
set things for Monroe and Grant, 
ofay guys in clever trampoline act. 
One lad works it straight for some 
nifty feats on suspended bedspring, 
while partner, in comedy garb, also 
clowns his way effectively through 
routine for solid payoff. 

Band offers an unidentified tune- 
sizzler, followed by Babe Lawrence, 
male tapster, who contribs neat 
terp session topped by own creation, 
“Concerto in Taps,” for nice sendoff. 
House comics Apus,_ Estrellita, 
George Williams and George Wilk- 
sitire take over for mild pickpocket 
blackout which, however, has audi- 
ence howling throughout. 

Ella Johnson, other band vocalist, 
does okay on sultry versions of “I’ve 
Got the Blues,” “Since I Fell For 
You” and “Baby, I’m Yours.” Come- 
dienne Jackie Mabley tickles them 
plenty but could use some new ma- 
terial. For getaway she’s joined by 
house comics for finale afterpiece 
that's just so-so. Edba. 


Olympia, Miami 


Miami, Nov. 7. 
Herb Shriner, Jackie Bright, Bob 
Kennedy, Candy Stevens, The 


Downies, Les Rhode House Orch: 
“Bachelor and The Bobby Soxer” 
(RKO). 





Package here this week doesn’t 
rack up the reception -run of bills 
in past month rated, though there's 
enough balance and novelty for 
patron attraction. 

Topliner Herb Shriner garners 
heftiest :palm-pounding via a sure- 
fire approach to laugh sides of 
O}5 ia regulars, with his gent; 


Olympia 
delivered corn. Easy style, and 


} can version of the Andrews Sisters. 


‘songs highly punctuated by panto- 
; mime ranging from the sultry to the 


to make for healthy response at 
bowoff, 

Straightforward vocalistics of Bob 
Kennedy go nicely, though the mu- 
sical comedy singer could gather 
himself more values from his pres- 
entation with a more relaxed man- 
ner. Purveys the hits from Broad- 
way ftmusicals, with of course, his 


he was featured, a standout. Also 
neat arrangement of “Porgy and 
Bess” tunes. 

Rest of lineup doesn’t jell too well. 
Candy Stevens turns in a jolting 
sesh of Betty Hutton styled comedy 
songs and funny enough bit with the 
orch. Jackie Bright utilizes the aud 
participash, with the giveaways ex- 
citing more attention than his mad 
auctioneering basis for getting the 
participants on stage. 

Pace setters are the Downies, who 
gather in a fair portion of mitts 
and gasps with their aerial stuff. 

Les Rhode and house orch turn 
in their usual apt backgrounding 
for the layout. Lary. 


Capitel, Wash. 
Washington, Nov. 8. 
The Elgins (4), Mayo Bros. (2), 
De Castro Sisters (3), Johnny Mor- 
gan; “Nighimare Alley” (20th). 





Capitol stage gets back into the 
Big League current stanza with a 
topdrawer set-up of four slick acts. | 

Headlining layout is radio comic | 
Johnny Morgan, who pulls his share | 
of approval with a varied, swift! 
routine of gags, songs and takeoffs, | 
to the accompaniment of some zany 
piping on a miniature flute for extra! 
effects. Morgan gets his stuff over | 
by a combo of understatement plus | 
the sure-fire appeal of “milquetoast” | 
manner. Songs are styled stricily | 
for laughs. Best bet is a takeoff on 
the Hollywood Western. Payees go 
all out for this. 

Top Hooperating would probably 
go to the Castros, Latin Ameri- 





Trio keeps the customers at white | 
heat of enthusiasm with a group of | 


slapstick. Set pace with “The Girl 
from Argentina,” then go on to 
“Stormy Weather,” in a dual 
language version that definitely has 
something new added. “You Never 
Say Yes,” goes over well enough to 
bring them back for “It’s a Lie,” | 
specialty number well designed to 
show off each sister’s specialized 
talents. Routine, which is definitely | 
nitery tempo, goes surprisingly well | 
in this large auditorium without 
losing the intimate touch. Strong | 
pipes and the fiery Latin touch help. | 

Mayo brothers, newcomers to| 





| vaude, registér in a sock precision | 


terp act. Arrangements are novel, 
style is fine, and technique is con- 
sistently smooth. Lads offer more} 
variety and novelty than most acts | 
of this type, with comedy laid on! 
lightly, incidental to footwork. 

The Elgins are worthy pace setters 
with their familiar, but always ac- 
ceptable, juggling routine. Work, as 
usual, first with hats then clubs. 
Group of three men and a gal are 
finely coordinated, and keep payees 
on edge of seats with eye-deceiving, 
deft team work. Get plenty 5 gs 

e. 





Cirele, Indpls. 
Indianapolis, Nov. 7. 
Tommy Dorsey Orch, with Ziggy 
Elman, Stuart Foster, Charlie Shav- 
ers, Lucy Ann and Gordon Polk; 
Prof. Backwards, Emerald Sisters; 
“High Tide” (Mono). 





This is Dorsey brothers week in 
Indianapolis. Jimmy played a big 
one-nighter at the Indiana Roof 
Sunday, while Tommy is piling up 
one of the season’s fatter gross¢s 
on the stage at-the Circle. In sharp 
contrast with other recent bills in 
which music has been subordinated 
to variety acts, Dorsey keeps the 
band in foreground most of the hour 
and gets away with it nicely. Show 
is a lively jam session in which sen- 
timental gentleman shows himself 
master of both sweet and swing 
styles. Youngish audience seems to 
get just about same kick out of 
each, 

New arrangement of “Sunny Side 
of the Street,” featuring Paul Smith 
on piano and reliable standard 
“Boogie Woogie” are the jive stand- 
outs. Ziggy Elman’s version of “And 
the Angels Sing” hasn't cooled off 
yet, while Charlie Shavers flashes a 
fancy trumpet in “Fat Man.” Audrey 
Young, band’s new chirp, leaves 
pleasing impression in “All of Me,” 
“Try a Little Tenderness” and “Near 
You.” Stuart Foster and Town 
Criers are solid in vocals of “Free- 
dom Train,” “Old Man River,” “T 
Wonder Who’s Kissing Her Now,” 
“Peg o’ My Heart” and other favor- 
ites. Gordon Polk, “Town Criers” 
comedian, gets chuckles with seng 
burlesques, 

Main comedy punch is provided 





by Professor Backwards, whose spe- 
| Cialty is spelling and pronouncing 
}in reverse English tongue-twisters 
| called out from audience. Act is an 
| okay novelty. The Emerald Sisters 
jalso include some funny bumps in 
| their slick tumbling routines. Whole 
show clicks. Biz exceptional when 


| off-handedness. 


Strand, N. Y. 
Frankie Carle Orch (16) with 
Gregg Lawrence, Lynne Stevens, 
Olsen & Joy, Jack Leonard; “Escape 
Me Never” (WB), reviewed in 
Variety, Nov. 5. 


Current show is a well-rounded, 
nicely-paced layout that meets with 
customer okay. Frankie Carle’s orch 
toplines with solid assists from the 
band’s two vocalists, but it’s the 
comedics of Jack Leonard and acro- 
antics of Olsen and Joy that lift 
this 45-minute show out of the so-so 
class. aa 

Carle’s aggregation, comprising 
usual assortment of five sax, six 
brass and five rhythm, including his 
own piano, turn out pop music that’s 
polished, balanced and full, but 
somehow lacking in inventiveness. 
Carle’s solo pianistics, of course, 
dominate the other sections, but it’s 
not enough to overcome a general 
lack of fire. Orch, however, registers 
well with the audience, doing a 
surefire repertory of oldies and cur- 
rent faves. 

Orch’s femme _ vocalist, Lynne 
Stevens, clicks with her throaty 
style in rendering “I Wish I Didn't 
Love You So Much” and “Ali of 
Me.” Baritone Gregg Lawrence 
shows lots of promise, doing “Peggy 
O'Neill,” “Sweet Sixteen” and 
“Mimi,” which earned him a big 
sendoff. 

Olsen and Joy have a neat rou- 
tine of acrobatic terping which they 
sell to the hilt. Femme, dressed in 
revealing Parisian garb, and the 
guy, in sailor blues, work through 
a tightly organized stint that’s 
peppered with laughs. Both have 
solid specialties but Olsen registers 
particularly with his spectacular 
contortionisms. Duo also does an 


amusing takeoff on jitterbug hoofing 


with plenty of can-can stuff. : 
Leonard fills the comedy slot with 
his huge bulk and unusual vigor. 


Most of his gags are old, but Leonard 


puts them across with a disarming 
Best parts of his 
routine, however, are his warbling 
and hoofing. Leonard really can sing 
as evidenced by “I'll See You in 


My Dreams” and “My Blue Heaven,” 


and his terping scores by the con- 
trast of his agility and avoirdupois, 


especially his takeoff on Fred 
Astaire. Begs off to heavy = 
erm. 


RKO, Beston 
Boston, Nov. 7. 
Lar Green Orch, Don Grady, 
Kaye "Ballard, Nip Nilson, Johnny 
Coy; “Nightmare Alley” (20th). 


Larry Green band, having built 
itself a nice rep at the Vaughn 
Monroe co-owned Meadows road- 
house in Framingham, 20 miles out 
of town, makes its first appearance 
here this week and, augmented for 
the occasion, wows. It’s the first 
band show the house has had in five 
weeks, and biz is back in the slot 
again. 

The band has a neat, distinctive 
style that avoids the typically reedy 
tenor sound that seems to character- 
ize and lick most Boston bands be- 
fore they start. Green embellishes 
it at the piano rather than dominate 
it, and there’s a lot of previsior and 
good clean intonation. Start off with 
“Carioca,” and other instrumental 
numbers, most of them with Green 
solos, are “Civilization,” “Begin the 
Beguine,” etc. . 

Vocals are nicely handled by Don 
Grady,” who does “Whiffenpoof 
Song” and “I Wish I Didn’t Love 
You.” Band backs up Kaye Ballard, 
the top name in the show, excel- 
lently, too. She wows from the 
walk on with singing impersonations 
of Hildegarde, Morgan, etc., turning 
up with some funny lyrics and a 
great comedy style. Nip. Nelson 
likewise big with chatter and im- 
personations, deserving special kudos 
for avoiding the usual Robinsons, 
Boyers, etc., to do Louella Parsons, 
James Stewart, Spike Jones and 
others seldom given a going over. 
Johnny Coy maintains the high en- 
tertainment level of the show with 
intricate taps and footeries. Biz 
was great for a change. Elie. 


State, N. Y. 

Mary Raye & Naldi, Vagabonds 
(4), Edith Fellows, Alan Carney, 
Virginia Austin, Johnson & Owen; 
“Merton of the Movies” (M-G), re- 
viewed in Variety, July 23, 47. 








There’s frequently a delicate bal- 
ance between the hit or miss aspects 
of a vaude bill. The current State 
show is a prime example of how one 
act can knock the entire session out 
of gear. The batch of acts are, with 
one exception, of superior calibre, 
and until a midway break, offers 
pace, ‘variety and good entertain- 
ment, 

Standout of the session are the 
Vagabonds, a comedy vocal and in- 
strumental quartet that have come 
up considerably since clicking at La 
Martinique a little over a year ago. 
They've’ reached the point where 
they’re able to bowl over most audi- 
ences with comedy tune interpola- 
tions, and as closer gives the show 
a strong curtain. 

Mary Raye and Naldi again im- 
press with their lithe ballroom terps. 
They hit their stride with their ver- 


sion of “Moonlight Sonata,” thor- 
oughly establish themselves with 
“Beguine” and assure applause 


vaiues with the paso doble. 





caught. Corb. 


Comedy of the session is by Alan 


Carney, who does well, despite a 
slow start with his impressions. 
However, once he swings into his 
soap-box characterizations the laughs 
come freely enough to warrant, him 
good returns. 

Novelty is by Johnson and Owen 
(New Acts) and Virginia Austin’s 
puppet act. Latter has wisely elimi- 
nated most of the over-cute aspects 
of her turn and has substituted a 
strong novelty factor of having a 
large puppet manipulate a smaller 
doll. It’s good for healthy response. 

Bill falls down in the song-siot. 
Edith Fellows, the former film mop- 
pet, is not only troubled by a faulty 
tune selection, but hits too many 
clinkers for any real effectiveness. 
Another factor is her switch from 
her natural prima-donna type style 
of singing to a more pop vein, which 
doesn’t make for good cohesion in 
her stint. 

The Louis Basil house orch over- 
tures “Caravan” for good age >" 

ose. 


Hippodrome, Balto. 
Baltimore, Nov. 9. 
Billy Wells & 4 Fays, 3 Suns, Bud- 
dy Lewis, Al Gordon Dogs, Jo Lom- 
bardi House Orch (12); “Spirit of 
West Point” (ndie). 





Versatile lineup is standard but 
fairly socky throughout. Buddy 
Lewis is a pleasing emcee and has 
plenty to offer in own spot. Opening 
by Billy Wells and Four Fays sets 
pace via flashy tumbling and good 
contortion stuff. Al Gordon and his 
pooches are in the deuce and make 
it count for plenty of appeal and 
laughs, too. Contrasting assortment 
of hounds are smartly cued for 
maximum results. 


Lewis wraps good impersonations 
around a specially written bit, and 
comes through with good impres- 
sions of Groucho Marx, Edw. G. 
Robinson and other familiars. Clos- 
ing bit of Jolson is above average. 
Sets matters right for Three Suns 
next and a real standout from the 
teeoff. Instrumental trio gives im- 
mediate evidence of rep built via 
radio and recordings with entrance 
theme which attracted a knowing 
and enthusiastic reception when 
caught. Combo utilizes electric or- 
gan, accordion and amplified guitar 
for swingy rhythms and tricky ar- 
rangements of “All the Things You 
Are,” “Peg O’ My Heart,” “Hawai- 
ian War Chant” and “Cecelia.” Vo- 
cals and announcements by organist 
are well handled, building.to a 
groovy clincher. Paying off at the 
b.o. too. 


Biz very big. Burm. 


Oriental, Chi 
Chicago, Nov. 7. 
Dorothy Shay, Francis Craig & Bob 
Lamm, Paul Regan, Saul Grauman 
(4), Carl Sands Orch; “Christmas 
Eve” (UA), 





_ Present bill is a continuation of 
platter artists policy that has been 
in effect many mont Most of acts 
have little to offer vaude, but this 
layout is an exception. Dorothy 
Shay, femme hillbilly in a gold lame 
gown, repeats her top disk pressing, 
“Feudin’ and Fightin’,” for boff re- 
ception. Looker also interrupts her 
chawin’ to spin several other tales of 
mountain woe, which are a bit on 
the sophisticated side. Winds with 
“Tennessee,” a song about the inter- 
marriage of Jukes’ offspring. 

Other diskers on bill are Francfs 
Craig and Bob Lamm, best known 
for platter of “Near You.” Lads do 
neat job of repeating their hit and 
other ditties for appreciable returns. 

Paul Regan, impressionist, has 
smart material. Has a sock closer 
in Will Rogers bit interpolated with 
F.D.R. peace speech. Saul Grauman 
and three tapstresses, dressed in 
feather and sequined briefs and bras, 
give the bill strong opening, as they 
pound out pop tunes on musical 
stairs. Carl Sands orch takes “Sweet 
Sixteen” for a romp through various 
styles of playing to nifty response. 


House packed at third show. Zabe. 





Tax Impasse 


—_—_s, Continued from page 2 











percentage of theatres are equipped 
to handle variety shows. 





Reviving Pantomimes 

Some of the houses scheduled to 
restore pantomimes are the Gaumont 
' State, Hammersmith, Troxy, Step- 
‘ney, Trocadero, Davis and _ the 
Granada at Edmunton. Each show 
will play at each house for one week 
and will travel throughout circuit. 

This interchange of film talent to 
stageshows, may put England on a 
_ self-sufficiency basis as far as en- 
_tertainment is concerned. With in- 
creased amount of playing time, 
more stars are bound to be devel- 
| oped and there may be a sufficient 
number of names to keep all of 
| England's talent houses supplied 
with healthy draws, so that even if 
U. S. pictures again become plenti- 
/ful in Britain, many, especially in- 
dependents, will prefer to keep 
|Stageshows going rather than go 
‘back to double features. 


- Attended by Royalty, 
Raises 406 for Fund 


London, Nov. 4 

.Wisdom of Val Parneli in not 
bowing to ridiculous chauvinism 
now current here was amply justi. 
fied by the reception given to his 
bill chosen for the King and Queen, 
Princess Elizabeth, her future bride. 
groom, Lieut. Philip Mountbatten, 
Princess Margaret, and the packed 
audience at the Palladium, who paid 
over $40,000 to aid Variety’s Benevo. 
lent Fund. 

Accent was on comedy, and Par. 
hell’s inclusion of American turns 
now in England does credit to him 
as a showman. The 18 items, in. 
cluding five spectacular full-stage 
production numbers, ran as smooth. 
ly as though rehearsed for weeks, 
For this Parnell’s aide, Charles 


Henry, can take a_ well-deserved 
bow. 


After the Skyrockets orchestra, 
under Paul Fenoulhet, had put the 
house in a good mood with selections 
from “Oklahoma!” the pace of the 
show was set by “Show Time,” fea- 
turing Hy Hazel, Marilyn High. 
tower, Three Shades, Valerie Tandy, 
Bobbie Tranter, Tony Hulley and 
the Three Astaires as dancers, and 
the Hortobagyi Troupe of acrobats, 
Next came Billy Russell, the “work. 
ing man” comedian, and the audi- 
ence and Royal Party enjoyed his 
witty comments on politics and 
economics. Wilson, Keppel and Bet- 
ty followed with their burlesque 
eastern dance, and Norman Evans’ 
trumpet-playing “panda” was well 
received, and formed an excellent 
prolog for Borrah Minevitch’s Har- 
monica Rascals. This was the first 
real belly-laugh of the show and 
Johnny Puleo and his gang must 
have been delighted with their re- 
ception. 


Then came a production number, 
“All at Sea” from the present Pal- 
ladium show, “Here, There and 
Everywhere,” featuring Mervyn 
Saunders, Mona and Olivier and a 
bunch of talented beauties, all of 
which emphasized the cabaret-like 
qualities of Wally Boag’s act. His 
balloon turn is too intimate for the 
vast Palladium and deserved even 
better recognition than he got. But 
the. broad comedy balance was soon 


right with the Crazy Gang (Bud 
Flanagan, Jimmy Nervo, Teddy 
Knox, Charlie Naughton, Jimmy 


Gold) as unruly housewives occu- 
pying a trio of prefabricated houses, 
and the laughs were no less hearty 
for the next act, Jack Durant, whose 
subtle humor made a hit. Then up 
went the curtain for a full-stage 
Scottish spectacle with the Dagen- 
ham Girl Pipers in full swing; Vic 
& Joe Crastonian, a ballad from 
Robert Wilson, and a waterfall as 
wide as the stage, a device by 
James Currie, never before seen in 
the West End. 


Second half age with a pot- 
pourri of specialty acts, a regular 
eight-ringed circus, with Terri Carol 
ag tearing), Synthia and Gladys 
(Indian Clubs), The Three Garcias 
(acrobatic dancing), Levanda (foot 
equilibrist), Marie Louise (trapeze), 
Mariora (juggler), Olga Varona 
(high rope), Eva May Wong (Chi- 
nese juggler). Ventriloquism from 
Bobbie Kimber, with two dummies 
and an improvised head for a third 
with her hand, got good applause, 
also Les Zoris, French panther dance 
duo, and then came an unfortunate 
letdown in the pace and gaiety 
when Stan Laurel and Oliver Hardy 
“applied for a motor license.” The 
speed of the show had been too fast 
for their somewhat deliberate and 
rather antiquated humor, and their 
reception was more kindly than 
generous, 


But once again America put the 
show right on the top line. Dolores 
Gray and Bill Johnson, from “Annie 
Get Your Gun” were a wow. He 
sang “The Girl I Marry,” she sang, 
“You Can’t Get a Man With a Gun, 
and as a duet, “Yes I Can.” They 
were a smash hit, and only a rigid 
schedule prevented encores the audi- 
ence yelled for. 

Playing on his home pitch, Tommy 
Trinder was his usual confident self 
and earned plenty laughs. His ap- 
plause was carried over to the last 
| act of the bill, Gracie Fields, whose 
| entry was the signal of a demonstra- 
tion of the warm affection in which 
| She is still held over here. She be- 
|gan with “Serenade of the Bells, 
|followed it with a topical comic 
}number, “I Want a Chump Chop 
| With Chips,” included “How Are 
Things in Glocca Morra” from 
“Finian’s Rainbow” and ended with 
a skit on “My Hero” from “The 
| Chocolate Soldier.” 
| Followed the. finale with Miss 
| Fields, Dolores Gray and Bill Jobn- 
;son leading the entire company 19 
|“There’s No Business Like Show 
| Business,” a fitting climax to 160 
| minutes of grand variety. Val Par- 
‘nell and his assistants earned the 
tribute of the King and Queen, who 
pronounced it the finest and funniest 


[show they had ever attended. 
Can 





London Variety Show, 
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ATAM 35%, Behind Last Season On 


Jobs; 55 P.As, 110 Mgrs. Out 





Reflecting the low volume of legit¢ 


show production, there are an un- 

number of agents and mana- 
gers without jobs. List of ahead-and- 
back members | available by the 
Assn. of Theatrical Agents and 
Managers indicates the union mem- 
pership is approximately 35% be- 
hind last season in employment. Up 
jo this week 55 press agents were 
without show jobs plus 110 jobless 
company managers. 

Although there are plenty of com- 
pany managers to be had, four more 
have . . 
permitted by the basic agreement's 
‘new blood” clause with the League 
of New York Theatres. New mem- 
bers were admitted to ATAM at the 
request of Broadway producers, 
with the okay of the League and the 
ynion’s board, after a lapse of the 
new-blood provision for one year. 
No experience is required under 
the clause. 

Five company managers are per- 
mitted to join ATAM annually, so 
the quota for such memberships 
leaves only one more appointment 
this season. Producing managers 
whose candidates joined in recent 
weeks were Gilbert Miller, J. J. 
Leventhal, the Shuberts and Thea- 
tre Inc. There is no new-blood 
provision in the agreement for press 
agents, latter group in ATAM hav- 
ing an apprenticeship system, em- 
bryo agents being required to be 
employed in a senior agent's office 
tor three years before qualifying for 
an associate’s rating. 

Stipulations in the Taft-Hartley 
law on unions being required to ac- 
cept new members does net apply 
to ATAM, because the latter entered 
into the basic agreement with the 
League before the labor-curb act 
went into effect, It has two more 
years before expiration. Ruling by 
the National Labor Relations Board 
made last week fully supports 
ATAM’s position. 


Equity Has Explanation 
Why It’s Beyond Sphere 
Of Taft-Hartley Law 


Equity’s contention that it is a 
union not encompassed by the Taft- 
Hartley law is given a novel ex- 
planation by the actors association. 
A considered theory, not agreed to 
by all hands, is that its mémbers en- 
ter into individual contracts for their 
services, that of acting, which is 
totally different from manufacturers, 
with which federal laws are con- 
cerned in interstate regulations. Fact 
that actors often go from one state 
to anether does not interfere with 
the actors association contention, it 
is argued, because such movements 
are not accompanied with the ship- 
ment of goods or materials. 

Decision to file non-communist 
oaths is required from officers and 
councillors in its own offices rather 
than with the National Labor Rela- 
tions Board, stems from the same 
theory. No disputes are likely with 
Managers in light of a basic agree- 
ment which spans the current sea- 
son and there are possibilities of re- 
visions of the Taft-Hartley statute 
during the regular session of Con- 
&tess which starts after the first of 
the year. However Equity calls it- 
Self a labor union, has benefited 
from the status and is an affiliate of 
the American Federation of Labor, 
because of which some Equityites 

eve it is amenable to the new 
labor curb law. 


NEDERLANDER SETTLES 
DETROIT UNION ROW 


Latest differences between David 
T. Nederlander, owner of the Lafay- 
tite, Detroit, and the agents and 
Managers union were settled last 
week when he agreed to engage a 
Union house manager. Nederlander 
balked at putting on a man when his 
son Jimmy walked out after an 
argument and took a job in Toledo. 
Hesult was that the management of 
All Gaul Is Divided” paid the salary 
of a house manager during its three- 
Week stay at the Lafayette to fore- 
stall threatened picketing of the 

atre. 

Nederlander capitulated when his 
attorney affirmed the allegation of a 
‘ontract breach with the union, 
agreeing to engage Paul Williams, a 

roiter, as house manager, after 

Son refused several times te re- 
lurn to the Lafayette job. Pay is 
$133.50 weekly, 








joined the union lately, as | 


Stage Managers Assn. 
Elects Bill Ross Prexy 


The newly-formed Stage Man- 
agers Assn. composed of members of 
the Actors Equity Assn., elected Bill 
Ross as president at a meeting Mon- 
day (10). Others named were John 
Effrat, veepee; Esther Snowden, 
|recording secretary; William Ham- 
merstein, corresponding secretary; 
Norman Miller, treasurer. 

Those named to serve three years 
on the council are Eddie Diamond 
and Chet O’Brien; two-year council 
members are Hugh Rennie and Moe 





bara Adams will serve one year. 
Group was originally criticized as 
forming a union within a union, 
but charges had been dropped when 
organizers stated that it was formed 
purely for educational purposes. 


of the stage manager to the producer, 
Dec. 5. 


Jetin Forced To 
Vacate Belasco 


Belasco Theatre Corp. has*obtained 
possession of the theatre from its 
former lessee, Max J. Jelin, after 
three years of squabbling between 
the owners and the onetime Jersey 
picture exhibitor. Latter still has an 
appeal 
order, but he failed to post an in- 
demnification bond of $50,000 last 
week as required, and the owners 
finally took over. The lease expired 
Sept. 30. Tenants who had offices in 
the building were evicted and the 
furniture of one who was obstinate 
was carried onte the pavement Mon- 
day (10) by a marshal. 

Owners will refurbish the theatre 
inside and out, also correct building 
violations which Jelin failed to do 
and which may result in further liti- 
gation. Arrangements for the con- 
tinuance of “Burlesque” have been 
made, revival now approaching the 
52-week mark at the Belasco. Leon- 
ard Sang, who was under salary for 
more than a month, became the man- 
aging director of the theatre, and 
Thomas Brotherton took over as 
treasurer. 

Jelin is supposed to have a lease on 
the International at Columbus Circle. 
House had one attraction, “The Magic 
Touch,” which flopped out fast, and 
the theatre is now dark. 


' OF ICEMAN’ TOURING 
Possibilities of “The Iceman 
Cometh” reaching the boards again 
are being mulled, but a number of 
problems must be solved before that 
could be accomplished. Chances are 
that the Eugene O’Neill drama will 
not be revived until next season. 

It’s conceded that “Iceman” would 
be a valuable road property if the 
play were revised to normal length, 
but the author has been adamant 
against ‘slicing the script. Fact that 
the Theatre Guild decided not to 
send the play to the road this fall 
may influence O’Neill to cut “Ice- 
man” as he did his “Moon for the 
Misbegotten” during tryouts last 
spring. 

“Iceman” has been translated into 
a number of foreign languages, in- 
cluding Chinese, and if done in 
China it would be a comparatively 
short performance. It will be pre- 
sented as is in Sweden next month, 
the first foreign presentation of 
“Iceman.” Several showmen in 
South American countries have or- 
dered translations, a fee being re- 
quired for such work, but it’s under- 
stood that no guarantees of produc- 
tion have been made other than 
Scandinavian showings. Not un- 
likely that the performance of “Ice- 
man” in other countries will be cut 
without regard to the author's 
wishes. 

O’Neill’s two other unusualiy long 
dramas, “Strange Interlude” and 
“Mourning Becomes Electra,” were 
done in foreign countries with a 
stipulation against cutting, but they 
were “abridged,” the dramatist hav- 
ing received considerable royalties. 
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Teacher’s Pet 
Chicago, Nov. 11, 
Chi reviews of the touring 
“Annie Get Your Guy,” starring 
Mary Martin, were all raves. 


When the star read some of 
them in the presence of her 
six-year-old’ daughter, Heller 
Halliday, who is also in the cast, 
the kid exclaimed: “Isn't it 
swell, mommy, that we got such 
wonderful grades?” 


Mors. Board 
Due to Decide 











Hack, while Frank Colletti and Bar- | Although showmen of the. League 


|of New York Theatres were urged | 
ito attend a 


| Thursday 


John Golden, the producer, will tae h 
be the first lecturer for the €TOUP | ducers discussed the issue, however, 
when he discourses on the relation | 


pending from an _ eviction | 


Press-List Snag 


special meeting last 
(6) to consider a sharp 
reduction in the number of first- 
|night press tickets, not enough mem- | 
bers to constitute a quorum were 
and. Around a score of pro- 


and it was decided to put the mat- 
ter up to the League’s board. Most 
|showmen queried on the situation 
appeared to be in agreement that 
the first-night list has become un- 
wieldy. 

Whether all hands will agree on 
|a rigid premiere list is uncertain, 
| some managers being opposed to 
|ructions with the press, which takes 
|}in radio commentators to some ex- 


tent. Understood one suggestion 
was to cut the first-night list 
approximately 50%, but it’s ques- 


tionable whether a majority of pro- 
ducers will agree to such a radical 
slicing. There is no League rule 
or bylaw whereby members can be 
forced to adhere to fixed press lists, 
but they will be asked to sign a 
stipulation to that effect anyway. 


Some legit offices have been 
watchdogs of the press list, espe- 
cially the Shuberts. They are among 
leaders of present move, and some 
other managers are in agreement 
with them in this instance. How- 
;}ever, the Shuberts have sought to 
|bar certain newspapermen for years 
\from their theatres, but producers 
have denied their right to dictate 





|on that matter, insisting upon- the | 


“offenders” reviewers’ 
tickets. 

Some producers have refused to 
become involved in arguments with 
the press pursued by the Shuberts 
and haven’t been backward in tell- 
ing them so. Under a state law, 
which resulted from a Shubert sit- 
uation in which they barred a news- 
man, no person with a ticket can 
be prohibited from a theatre as long 
as he has a ticket, 

Press list abuses have cropped 
up, either at the instance of man- 
agers or press agents, some of 
whom are said to be partial for 
personal reasons or ~ otherwise. 
Sometimes showmen burn when 
firsi-night tickets are not used by 
those to whom they are issued, and 
they contend that those _ tickets 
should be returned for distribution 
at the managers’ discretion. Such 
diversion of first-night tickets is 
blamed on the issuance of half a 
dozen or more pairs to each of some 
dailies. 


MOSS HART NEW PREZ 
OF DRAMATISTS GUILD 


Moss Hart was elected president 
of the Dramatists Guild at the an- 
nual membership meeting Monday 
(10) in New York. He succeeds 
Richard Rodgers. George S. Kauf- 
man was named vicepresident and 
Herbert Kubly secretary. 

Elected to serve on the Guild 
council until 1950 were Edward 
Childs Carpenter, Augustus O. 
Goetz, Oscar Hammerstein, 2d, Hart, 
George Kelly, Alan Jay Lerner, 
Howard Lindsay, Rodgers, Arthur 
Schwariz and Victor Wolfson. 

Elected Guild representatives on 
the Authors League council until 
1949 were Maxwell Anderson, Rus- 
sel Crouse, Dale Eunson, Otto Har- 
bach, Lillian Hellman, Lindsay, Paul 
Osborn, Elmer Rice, Rodgers, Kurt 
Weili, Wolfson and Stanley Young. 


RUTH DRAPER IN LONDON 


London, Nov. 11. 
Opening at the Criterion theatre 
yesterday (Mon.), Ruth Draper 
scored in a program of her customary 
monologs. 
Actress is booked for a four week 
season in which she plays four ma- 
tinees and four nights each week. 


getting 














Coast Pair Lease 
‘Mary’ for Touring 


Los Angeles, Nov. 11. 
Pulling a switch on the usual pro- 
cedure, Jack Present and Harry 
Vevin, lessees of the Belasco, Los 
Angeles legit house, have also leased 
a show to go with it. 


his backers for 5% of the gross take 
and 10% of the profits. 

“Mary,” although it’s never hit 
New York, had a successful road 
tcur of almost a year last season 


| with Edmund Lowe and Mary Brian 


in the leads. Rosen pulled it out of 
production, however, when Lowe left 
the cast. Present and Vevin have 
been granted permission to take it 
on the road again when it finishes 
its Belasco run under the same 
terms. 

Show opened at the Belasco Sun- 
day (9) night, with John Hubbard, 
Claire Carleton, Fred Sherman and 
Gerald Oliver Smith in the top roles. 


Hurok to Paris 
To Sign Troupe 


In a surprise move believed dic- 
tated by his need for a ballet com- 
pany, impresario Sol Hurok is plan- 
ing to Paris within a week. He'll 
look over the new Grand Ballet de 
Monte Carlo, formed last spring by 


Marquis George de Cuevas, and the 
Ballet des Champs Elysees, in addi- 
tion to visiting London to gander the 
Sadler’s Wells Ballet Co. 


Hurok is believed ready to nego- 
tiate with the marquis, to book the 
latter’s company here next season. 
There’s a possibility, too, if the two 
managers tie up, that Hurok will 
| bring the Grand Ballet to New York 
in the spring. He has seven weeks 
of ballet commitments next spring 
at the Met Opera House, with the 
Ballet Theatre inked in for only four 
weeks, so that Hurok must present 
something there for the additional 
three weeks. 


His trip abroad is also tied in with 
the city of New York’s jubilee cele- 
bration next season, which includes 
an international dance festival to be 
directed by Hurok. Hurok may pact 
several companies for the celebra- 
tion, with the Met as the likeliest 
theatre for their appearance. 


Hurok, who booked the Original 
Ballet Russe, directed by Col. Vas- 
sily de Basil, throughout the U. S. a 
year ago, has been filling his ballet 
commitments this season either with 
his Markova-Dolin Co. or with Bai- 
let Theatre. He isn’t certain to have 
Ballet Theatre available for book- 
ings next season, hence his interest 
in lining up another troupe. 


Ballet Theatre has been contacting 
managers direct for bookings next 
season, thus enabling them to save 
on booker’s commissions. Last week 
BT wrote to over 600 managers, col- 
leges, clubs, etc., to discuss next sea- 
son's lineups. BT may still fill some 
of Hurok’s dates if the latter hasn’t 
his own company. As to the spring 
engagement at the Met, BT wants to 
see how it makes out at the b.o. dur- 
ing its four-week stint before agree- 
ing to fill in the three extra weeks 
Hurok is obligated for there. (BT 
opens a fall engagement at the N. Y. 
City Center Nov. 19). 


Meantime, BT has pacted with the 
Republic of Colombia for a month’s 
engagement in January in Bogota, 
Colombia capital, having received its 
$40,000 guarantee demanded. Troupe 
will fly south in the biggest mass 
movement in ballet history—65 
dancers and staff, 20 regular mu- 
sicians augmented by an additional 
20, and sets and costumes for 28 bal- 
lets. Troupe will leave Miami, Jan. 
9, in four chartered planes, with 
baggage following in four more 
cargo planes. Engagement will open 
Jan. 11 at Teatro de Colon. 

Visit will tie in with ninth Pan- 
American conference of 21 nations. 
Ballet performances will be varied 
with symphony concerts, BT’s orch 
combining with the National Sym- 
phony Orchestra of Colombia for 14 
such events. 











- 
bg 





Managers League Backs Shuberts 
In Tussle With Musicians Union 


New York local 802 of the Ameri- 
can Federation of Musicians has 
blasted Broadway producers gener- 
ally, especially members of the 
League of New York Theatres, which 
it avers is “strictly a paper organ- 
ization operated for the benefit of 
the Shuberts.” Local 802 adds that 
the League “consistently fails to 
assume responsibilities for contract- 
ual obligations . . . It only acts as 


. | al rganizati , it re ss e 
Play. is “Mary | in organization when it wants some 
Had a Little,” which they’ve rented | from the League it suddenly doesn’t 
intact from producer Al Rosen and | . 


thing. When we want something 
exist.” Comments came from 
Charles R. Iucci, secretary of the 
local, in a letter to the League. 


Brock Pemberton, president of the 


| League, resented the remarks, espe- 


| clally the Shubert reference. 





| 
| 
| 


| 





| 


| Fraser.” 


The 
musicians’ squawk reportedly con- 
cerns an agreement on vacations for 
those in theatre orchestras (which 
was settled some weeks ago), and 
another issue on the absence of a 
four-man pit bunch at the National, 
currently oceupied by “Medea,” a 
tragedy. Only some Broadway the- 
atres with straight plays have house 
orchestras. 


League says the union takes the 
position that the Shuberts should be 
forced to put an orchestra into the 
National, which they operate. The- 
atre is known as a “penalty” house, 
and when musicians are used there 
a higher wage rate applies. That 
scale was paid last season when 
“Call Me Mister” played the National 
after an eight-man managerial com- 
mittee adjusted a dispute with the 
union in connection with the revue. 
Union classifies theatres which use 
straight plays and do not use or- 
chestras as “penalty” houses. 


Union claims that Lee Shubert 
verbally agreed to install a house or- 
chestra when “Mister” moved. None 
on the committee apparently knew 
of the verbal promise. Statement 
denying the union’s contention end- 
ed with: “The League cannot inter- 
pret its refusal to bring pressure on 
a member (Lee Shubert) to accede 
to an unfair demand on the part of 
the union as a failure to secure ful- 
fillment of an agreement by one of 
its members.” 


Union claims that when it agreed 
to retain the old penalty scale of 
$115 per man it was conditional upon 
a contract to be signed later that 
house orchestras be regularly used 
at the National. Union states that 
when its basic agreement with the 
League expires as of Labor Day, 
1948, it will not renew the pact but 
will negotiate with producers. in- 
dividually. 

Local 802’s agitation is held by 
some to be a reaction of a situation 
in Cincinnati, where the musicians 
local is at odds with the Shuberis 
over their dropping of house or- 
chestras when straight plays appear 
in that stand. One claimed result 
is the cancellation of ‘a dozen or 
more musicals supposed to have been 
booked into Cincinnati this season. 


$75,000 ADVANCE SALE 
FOR D’OYLY CARTE CO. 


First ad for the D’Oyly .Carte 
operetta company, coming to Broad- 
way from England for a season at 
the Century, a big capacity house 
currently occupied by the musical 
click, “High Button Shoes,” appeared 
in Sunday’s (9) papers, but the ad- 
vance sale prior to the extra-space 
insertions was of record proportions. 
Up to late last week the advance ap- 
proximated $75,000, mostly in mail 
orders. Biggest ingividual order 
came from a G. & S. fan who bought 
tickets for himself, wife and five 
children for all seven D’Oyly Carte 
bills, his tickets totaling $275. ® 

When the British group was last 
in New York it played at the Beck, a 
more intimate theatre, Century being 
a 1,660-seater. 

“Shoes” booked a flock of theatre 
parties which will expire next 
month, when the musical wil] move 
to the Shubert, currently tenanted 
by a revival of “The First Mrs. 
Next incoming musical is 
“Angel in the Wings,” known as 
“Heaven Help the Angels” in sum- 
mer spots, dated for Dec. 10 at the 
Coronet, left temporarily dark when 
“All My Sons” left for the road last 
Saturday (8). 








‘CarouserY for Toledo 
Toledo, Nov. 11. 
. “Carousel” has been booked into 


| the 3,400-seat Paramount for three 


evening performances and a matinee, 
Dec. 15-17, 
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TAM, Treasurers Union Release 








Personnel List of ‘47-48 Season 








i ively to Varrety its currently active list 
Assn. of Theatrical Agents and Managers has released exclusive 
of Tue now employed. The list, compiled by Milton oh, Ae sec.-treasurer, includes personnel 
j d > and out-of-town legit theatres, plus their attraction (if any). 
ss ead iat the lists also are the boxoffice staffs of Broadway theatres, as released by the treasurers and 


ticket-sellers’ Jimmy Murphy and Morris Sea mon. 
NEW YORK 


Theatre Attraction House Manager 
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. Fi fc atere ars 8S ae ~ lingsn: yg hare Sie ph ‘i ‘y oe t i Sam “Soberhats (habe ct Jean Dalrymple-Marion Graham 
il SP ae oe Sia ’ are om vues y 0% HT worekton: tg nie : Harry Shapiro.......«. Joe Heidt-Peggy Phillips 
~ rae ee ee Mn ona > Cater, OF Elias W einstor x seen Ad” BOGOR. is otc covees Phyllis Perlman-Marion Byram 
BQN ..crccvcvecesss An spector Call . + Bl 2 ae >: cube i cat etses Wen. Doll 
BilltMGPS ~«csecoseccse HE son wenn “pg - istesee , _ eee ‘ere rye hae BEE de, fhe og seiauneintans tinalinte 
4 > es t ° ** . seee dd . . d Li / 
ron le Ria . 1. “Happ: "Birthday y ceeeseu cb! SAT. dais .Wm. Norton...........Michael Mok-Abner Klipstein 
Ito aoe ata bs .. Ray Broedet CD, vide obs uated Rakai xa | ale > <4 haan Zs cake 
c 3 Ris _ ee t \ Young Man’s Fanc ee Werne! é ae ooo sscene erg Laws Sa D. Howe 
’ . *'Fritg Button Shoees ws ..2. Johnstone. ooee JOSSO BRE. <icccetserser a < ste ; 
‘ gy | eb cats Pat ete a8 ‘ weeeeeee Ben Ketcham .Gilman Haskell........J. Dalrymple-M. Graham 
( er Ma ae Tee Wishes sca pdeaetenps Sydney Goldman........ SP BGR on te ete Cy Brody 
r ~ ei i ee aa cal ; we cays DEI RENTS Sun Siuly Aoe.o » 0 odd tek Ake bie e O8 6 + Ue vy Nw hhe'e 06 bp eaebeaacese #600 
Se aE gab vahe ‘Winslow Boy',...c.ccLester Meyer. .....0.Ha Kalil. esccssesens Willard Keefe-Dave Tebei 
} a gg i. “Command Decision’’......./ Arthur Lighton........ Max Allentuck.........-Maney-Goodman-Rabinowitch 
Biith St. ccrccenvcece “Finian’s Rainbow”’......... Ernest McAuley,...... Chas. Harris....csccoee Sam Friedman 
QRth BCs. cc keewe cs sVBarvey”. sivecces ed oes cee Ml -LAMOOUTR isc s cesses Clarence Taylor..,..... Tom Kilpatrick 
Hudson tas ot Na) Sew Wenders oii cesses -Carl PISMO shite be vcksa Vic tor Samrock......«-. o m,. Fields 
International ,......- A IO ree te eees oe NOM@ ee. eee eeeeereees a ON eahadegetchareli oe ate $4 
Imperial “...cceccsese ‘‘Annie Get Your Gun’’.....Norman Light......... Max z INGE Ss secs e reed fok-Kliy n 
LCOGG: heise coe cee “Born Yesterday”’...........Allen Schnebbe atGebéue Ben Boy ADs scare cee eege dag aoe od athe lbs 
PHLTIOE caver ccc s occas ‘for Love cr Money’’....... Harry Fleishman...... Lodewick, Vroom..,....3 aney-Goodman-Rab 
PAsVIMMOlG.  vecccesiose MEME cc ces acte eb s ¢ tite wns 'son Julian BIG a eo ahicic'ct oa Share settreeeettoes ley Te ARE, 
Oe bo 6 oe we bx ne MURS ic ck event Scar ers as be L. S. Lawrence ©, dr.... Pete Davis Linvee wee bbed jeldt- : og 
DiPOee - . ss gees ket ‘The Druid. Circle’’....+..5+G Se eerie | | See Oe GCG. Brom erg 
Music Box......... . “John Loves Mary’’....+.+«3 Morris Jacobs.......... Harry Kline.......++.-Mok-Klipstein 
Metropolitan Opera... ccc cece ve vce descesrvevvess sie R Tom Eee sha waked 6 F Keppel, Jr 6s eas M. eee 
Notional a ie Let eereneees F. O’Connor.....+... ‘ heen Bodkin si veancetis 7 ~ Sene 8 - 
Plymouth yi Me BRIStER” .wnccsccecs R. a Eeweegecse sgt a Svevacsdee tea ashe Milace« 3 ETD 
Plc yhouse io: fern Pare pete teens Sam Teu ee a i | EY Oe eee see a yee 
MOVOS es cect iwedciss "Ee Honeymoon”........ EB. Lin Hardy.,........: Toe Moss. ckhendes bans ernard § imon 
BRU NESE. ck diss sak cede ‘The First Mrs. Fraser’’....4 Garrity. ...++++++++-Paul TF PEPOD acd ih w'S oc wee Db Lipsky gts. 
Bt. JaMes....sseveeee “Oklahoma! oe ee oop eh. HIGRWOSTRS. . as» «dno 0 Brat Meyer Yabo ess 6566s Heidt-Phillips 
pA” eee eee .- "Brigadoon" , A. Enklewitz Jack Yorke Wolfe Kaufman 
x ROAD + 
Attraction Company Manager Press Agent 
“Ail My Sons’’..... Siscecvecctwees tds. ottn Ree ..-- Philip Stevenson | 
“Antony and Cleopatra’’...... PeLsieele's aves ue Wim. Tisdale... ... Frances Robinson 
GAG Gaal MIO co: cae hac ano 3 to ve ke sd 5% R. Kettering........ .D. Newman 
“Angel Street’’........... vereccessveccesess.@. OfConnell,.......+-b. Praube - LIKELY SYDNEY STAYER 
Cee. Rae I Co ne che etacgeaett H. searh is) sak aie 5 ore Davies 
“Annie Get Your Guit’’......cereecccceseeces ioe are es ere Montague 
*Ballet Russe de Monte Carlo’’..,...........G. Ford......-. ..... Fred Schader Sydney, Oct. 30. 
“Blackouts Of 1947" .... cece eee ccm eee veres MI Allen...i... Dick Hunt : ‘ Te le’s “N R t tt 
Blackstone -s.-.25+.-090 acolde abe’ < tame L. Ramedell.........Geo, Alabama Florida Joan emple’s Oo oom a 1e 
S*c"Hnreinte Belaser’?. 53s v-cb svc ccccce ees seers oo z + ey yes re . nee Inn.” which preemed Oct. 27. may 
SCGPOGUNGE «gt cc kce Cee Oehs Sec e reese se vegeteeey (A, BHRAL.. cc ces vccces P alze 
ori s"" Dh, ee, Maha be be Oe anba ee Aenean H. Kneeter.........- Bert Lang chalk up a reasonable run at the 
“asiward BOP ee IO RO Bec eay o <a Sree ree ee bah eae Minerva for Whitehall Productions, 
*Pate PERN Colt th ates ch by eee s+..Jack Potter......6-> a sat , tT paee : . * 
Me ce eka 0 bag os Fa lous Sitea despite criticisms of overacting di- 
of i ee er ere Lees ere ee Ler 3 | ea ee foe ya ; ‘ 
Ty Remember Mama’’.....- banrwiees rs ccs L, Lissner.......++++s eanes rected against Lyndall Barbour, 
rir ¥ eae WMP a> heb cbh.td bic veh. ay aa i gy z “ ae Ae <r | radio actress. Several featured 
Maurice Chevatller. . 0c. cc cee eve ewe ces -++..Charles Strakos ... Ted G pre h s } ‘ 
RR ae eee ee re ere ry ree nts donc Rowland... cette arn lereeed radio players are in this production. 
“Ok OEE Ele. os bo ele 6 de hehe ee gee, hat ° , ‘ar. b nite dg i e a : 
cei ctstns ster hec orsasesss Chi ibang Mulligan l. Keefe Best performances are given by 
“Private Lives’’.... ccc. ceeeeeenereverce ee 2k Iban... ‘lyn : slie Vi Will 
OR WRN? atc. cls Sawa eicelk bv eteeseccebeia Joe Rotm.....-++eeees tee I “A | legit performers Leslie ictor, i 
“Rose ones Bc arg Ww idow"’ tepertory... o ae is cabewes > sal _ ’ 8 a Rees and Hilda Scurr. Last-named, 
*~treetcar ‘t: P >»sire wee ebeoaees oseseee he PICROL. «sc ecsecce >. rniZzwe P * . 
pene: rescue rite ** Clarence Gray......- Hal Olver although doing some radio now, was | 
‘Sweethearts’ ....0..+-ssseerrsseerseeeers oe ce $9 tree | trained in legit. John Sykes’ produc- 
o f Union" heehee “yO oa eas ces . Ne é iter - 
State of Union eb st eNs ey 06 fe © A +e M ller .J. Chas. Gilbert i tion is somewhat uneven. 
“The Late Christopher Bean’’,......+-++ee+: + a 7 . “ oe o } 
“Ss , at’’ Oe ee eee ee te rs. arok roldberg.....- 4 , er 
Spike joa dae cvs A Ralph Wonders...... Arthur Wenzel 
Cope of Norway” SRN cok ; ie bcaaye nen Victor Leighton..... A. Buttita fi ld’ | bili T 
7 . 3 . & ol 
“Trial Honeymoon’’.....-6+- eer cette eee ereee Tos. Moss. ones oe oy : in ow er at 1e S nha l ly 0 
“Tonight at S:B0".... ccc eee e cere eee eerterees = Fa tr Hebe S. ns (4 ~ ‘ : 
“The Climax’’.....-....¢ss2sereeee: Ee eee Shes yg > a he ~. Bentley “ ‘ 
“The Medium” and “‘The Telephone’’......-- Jos M Grossman... 6) ron > = 5 D 
“Voice of the Turtle’.........-0e--+e8> SoS epi ig ay awen Pg get our C l ses 00n 
“O Mistress Mine’......-.-+-seeeeeeeeererees L a Pager eh nin a ome na Hollywood, Nov. 11. 
N. ¥. BOXOFFICE STAFFS ATTRACTIONS IN PREPARATION | turd Hatfield’s film chores caused 
acti Press ! . 
en Fr gs ye: “Bonumas Bound” art betaatein the cancellation of the San Fran- 
s barca bass “D’Dyly Cartel ssi0csccess Leo Freedman |Cisco engagement of the legiter, 
ALVIN coccceceecvenes Gordon Cramer a ese wet eaweuebauees en stone “Dark of the Moon,” in which he was 
Ma “Lege o | er eee re a eo Fr a hs 
Py ey rel ‘\igekcs Me, 3'es Dancing’’...R. Maney slated to co-star with Carol Stone 
rar a abou) 4 | og : 7 ren rf s $ 
Barrymore nen + ondts se Anke “The Lonely Carrot’’........ t. Barrows at the Geary, starting in mid-No- 
Belasco .....-...++.. Herman Leins » a ay . arb ps ee vember. 
eri Yielrs AM BU ce eee wwe ee ee . 
? Marte os cane PPAR EC WU. acknetaeiee aes Wm. Doll Recent illness of Victor Fleming 
Biltmore ......-..-+. Lewis Harris . Si onrt 00 Tana plik Rae bite Re + Rose ‘ 

Arthur Wright “Strange Bedfellows\'....... B. Simon and the resultant delay in the film- 

Harry Bedell Py deay - mie \ Doll i i =e : A : 

Hetty Steaicetr Angel in the Wings’’...... Wm. tg ing of Joan, in which Hatfield is 
sabneat eect: Jack Melnick DEAS cree: Aenean a prominently cast, will prevent the 
Broadhurst ..... .+ +. Max wager S HOUSE MANAGERS—OUT OF actor from leaving town for at least 

: corny Ae niga TOWN a month. “Moon” closed its local 
mae: emt ee pale Bere Poe Theatre House Mgr./ run at the Coronet theatre Sunday 

serar %, ell oston . 

ba Ay Kirby " Opera House.....M. Pollack night (9). 

Thomas Haynes CN sas shee S. Kaplan 
City Center.......... William Jakob ia os ace ‘J bi Goo ae ¢ 
Coronet ee iy Shubert Sevaecens M. Kavanaugh oan In ree Ow; 

= _ . Charles Murphy cam +s Se Mee Alice McCarthy Anderson S s Preem 
Century »...----.+-. Irving Engel pid doa Rakes Frat A Gibson . ee 
ane, oe BF ES pei Greek version of Maxwell Ander- 

renevie Stewe é . 3 : 43 
wate REN it? Geurgia Farmall Blackstone ...... M. Heaney son’s “Joan of Lorraine” opens to- 
Empire sseeereeeeees Lee Arnold Sivhe aiaeebe sist ag Boar gs day (Wed.), at the Kotopouli theatre, 

. “Jarls i Beseeece . i - 

ay con bed Erlanger ....... F. Crow Athens, with Vasso Manolidou por- 

% . s " : 4 ~ earn . . ~ 
QCth St.cccccocecsecesCharles Bowman TB a Zag ae Poe traying the titles role. Playwright 

: rps | aa rin wea IDL George Oshrin Anderson is attending the drama’s 

Seorge Handy § } teeta sees ge ( “ . : 

William Small,-Jr Shubert Majestic. 1. Paes preem in the Greek capital. Ac- 
48th St. .ccccevesseres Julius Specter ie hein baker ....-.8. vio companied by his wife, he recently 
wees ere eee piper cee ie oR L.. McDonald sailed for Britain and planed to 

Pe ee eet: Clee Cohen Detroft nga i Athens Saturday (8), for a 10-day 
Hudson .......-+:- ss wy Heat, Sones is ; aa sein a stay there. 
aiter i. Connwi 2s 7 et cnt Fly Bd ° : 
Imperial ...-++++++ «Willam Goldhardt agin Rae er B. Siegel Produced by Arts, Inc., play’s bow 

Helen Monroe ia PRUDLTE vecece pes + eee ks the initial st f th fi 

Arthur Feine Cleveland marks the initial step of that firm 
International ......-. Harold Stohle : ng veceeeees M. Krantz into legit presenting. Company, 

Catherine Low cytes ~~ = MR P: Ermatinge which maintains offices in New 
Lyceum ...¢+.-+s ee++elrying Morrison er mains p ee anetinn : : roe 

. Hugh McGauley i Ph ne se etenere H. Zevin: York, _previously had confined its 

Patrick Liddy San on ise; Martini cperations to agenting. Miss Mano- 
Majestic spacecess +» Enem POO | Geary ........-..M. O’Hern lidou, incidentally, recently returned 

ary Aaa Toronto Ng oid i i a to Greece after spending more than 

“ — ° > Ve 4 exa ‘ t “s. . es . . 
Mansfield .......... Thomas Burke Washineton. D. C 'a year in New York studying the 
Villiam i ( € na . “te 4 i | é 
ee ae Glee awe National ....., Ea Plohn performance of the play’s Broadway 
John Bowman Minneapolis L. Murray star, Ingrid Bergman. 
BEOTOSCO 6.0022 0swseney 4 Abe Baranoff Lyceum .eseeeeee lL ty 
: Jerry Sheehan Philadelphia ies ee 
‘ ees Locust oe 0b cence Mark ilson 
fartin Beck......++: Dora Chamberlain i er ea ee , am 
3 Ethel Archer ror ehecesere . Ss. er nee Gale Sets ‘Joan’ Tour 
fusic Box... cesses: Charles Thomas og ane -eAr* ee t- ' . . 
— Murray Lang micel Pi ay Evevceeres L. Leopold Gale Agency, which up until a 
“pte ores *ittsburgh . 
pay Fa jai Nixon Ed Wappler few weeks ago concerned itself 
rational .secress eee 18 SOoLOMmM¢ . “ eee §6OS6FESEHO . m “ 
wewen canis aalatin Baltimore ee mostly with booking bands and 

‘ . . ‘ord john Litile : P 

gg, lene ye ne atin = singers and then added a legit 
Pinyheene 2-0 +20 «9st re American :.... .P. Beisman booking division, has gotten the 
Plymouth ....... 4+. Constance Coble rights to handle date-setting for 

‘ Philip Kenney ‘6 ° 99 - 
Sere Aaron Helwitz Three More for Omaha om oe ek ge: Sep me 28 ap 

Essie Friedman Oo ha. Nov. il package whic its e roa ate in 
Bt, SOMOS. .roccce «e+» Robert Howard mana, ; : | December. 
aaa ar pared Further legit bookings here: “O, Gale’s first date for it is at the 

nhuover ereecoeconees ISIC NICNOI ; > a : 

Josephine O’Brien Mistress Mine,” March 3; “Song of, Lyric theatre, Allentown, Pa., Dec. 
WaeaTeIE ciccccsss 
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Norway,” April 21; “Harvey,” April | 











26. Bob Bundy heads the new de- 
partment, 


- 

Probably only a few intimate friends of Gelett Burgess (the novelist) 
knew that his wife, who died recently, had been a successful actress prior 
to her marriage and adoption of literary work. At the turn of the cen. 
tury, as Estelle Loomis, she had toured for several seasons with the late 
Richard Mansfield, who despite his reputation for harshness, had recog. 
nized her talents and gave her important roles in “Peer Gynt” and other 
of his productions. Prior to his death he had planned a production of 
“Romeo and Juliet” and selected- her for latter role. She had also 


played principal roles in productions of Margaret Wycherly and Viola 
Allen. 


Upon retiring from the stage she wrote for the Century, Collier's, 
McClure’s, Ladies Home Journal and assisted her husband on many of 
his works, She had planned even a more extensive literary program, 
which had been impeded by ill health. 


Alleged promotion boner for Cleveland “Merry Widow” at Civic Audi- 
torium, created more boffo attention than it would ‘had it been done con. 
ventionally. Through a mail-packaging error by a clerk, press agent's 
ballyhood cards reading “You may not look like Allan Jones but you may 
see him in “Merry Widow” were sent to women, while the same plug for 
Dorothy Sandlin was mailed to men. Two newspaper columnists who 
didn’t resemble Miss Sandlin, ran long ribbing articles about the farcica] 
mishap before realizing it all might have been a deliberate gag. Mistake 
also copped an unusual amount of free newspaper space, for a legit 
attraction, by using film exploitation tricks such as star tieups with hotels, 
talent searches, stores and personal appearances in various charity cam- 
paigns, etc. Saul Richman is the p.a. 


How Chicago received “Annie Get Your Gun” when it opened there 
last week, with Mary Martin topping the touring cast, may be gauged by 
the spread headline -over* Claudia Cassidy review in the Chi Tribune: 
“What Is This About a Limited Engagement? Do We Have to Keep ‘Annie’ 
With a Gun?” 


Musical is announced to play the Shubert (former Majestic) for 12 
weeks, in compliance with the star’s request that “Annie” not be booked 
for extended periods in any stand outside of New York, where Ethel Mer- 
man continues in the title role of the original company which is still sell. 
ing out in its 79th week. 


An unidentified author of a comedy that’s very well regarded by the 
few persons who’ve read the script is being urged to permit its produc- 





tion, but is loath to see it reach the boards because he is known as a 
Writer has told intimates that a laugh show might 


‘NO ROOM AT INN’ LOOKS nig i oat serious plays, his literary agent agreeing with the au- 


thor’s contention. Friends have a different slant, saying that the comedy 
would more likely win his recognition for versatility. 

Script was written six years ago and revisions are necessary before the 
play would be ready for production. Author, while still hesitant, said 
he’d rewrite the play provided he found the time within the next few 
months, 


Reviews on “Trial Honeymoon,” which opened on Broadway and closed 
(at the Royale) after one week tagged the farce as one of the “worst” 
plays ever. It deliberately opened in opposition to “This Time Tomorrow” 
(which also got 100% adverse notices) but the tactic didn’t work. sec- 
ond-stringers being as adamant’ as the top crities probably would have 
been. Disregarding the bad press, extra-space ads appeared in the dailies 
citing the “hundreds” of laughs claimed to imbue “Honeymoon.” Equity, 
which gives away tickets to unemployed members, even had some ducats 
for the flop’s first night. 


Recent passing of Dudley Digges, 68, prominent professionally on both 
coasts, was followed by unusual comments of intimates, some expressing 
the opinion that he no longer had the will to live. Actor, who appeared 
in “The Iceman Cometh,” lasted but two months after the loss of his 
wife, to whom he had been wed for 40 years. She was stricken aboard a 
| boat late in August on the way to Fire Island, L. I., where they had 
purchased a house. He was third veepee of Equity. Raymond Massey 
has succeeded him to the post. 





With Oscar Hammerstein II and*his wife on a Norse-country holiday, 
Richard Rodgers may get to do some work on his autobiography for 
Little, Brown book publication, long overdue. Meantime, the team is 
mulling a musical version of “Charley's Aunt.” 

Vexed with Wolcott Gibbs’ severe pan of their “Allegro” in the New 
Yorker, plus followups of like nature, the Theatre Guild is taking ad 
space in the weekly quoting favorable press notices. 





Recently an application for relief was made to the Actors Fund on 
behalf of a former grand opera singer more than 80 years of age, who is 
indigent and living in N. Y.’s Italian colony. Fund responded that, re- 
gretfully, it could not aid in that instance, it being stated by an officer of 
the theatrical charity that the Metropdlitan Opera Co. had never partici- 


pated nor contributed to the Fund. Same non-cooperation appears to be 
true of the concert field. 





“A Touch of Brimstone,” produced on Broadway in 1935 by John 
Golden, had the same type of leading character, that of a tempestuous legit 
producer, as in Frederic Wakeman’s bestseller, “The Saxon Charm.” 
“Brimstone,” which lasted less than two months, was written by Leonore 
Kaghan and Anita Phillips, latter having been wed to the showman. 


Ra LUCILLE BALL DOING 
DREAM GIRL’ ON COAST 


Los Angeles, Nov. 11. 








‘Rain’ as ANT Opener 


The American Negro Theatre will 
|}open its eighth season in Harlem 
| late this month with a musical ver- 
sion of “Rain,” by John Colton and 
| Clemence Randolph. Alice Childress Lucille Ball, who appeared in 
and Alvin Childress; who were} strawhat performances of “Dream 
| prominent in the original Broadway | Girl” last summer, signed to star 
| production of “Anna Lucasta,” will | in the piece for two weeks at the 
| play the leads. Warner Watson will | Curran theatre, San Francisco, with 
| direct. a road tour to follow if her film 
| Richard Brown, who staged “Our | commitments permit. 

Lan,” for the Henry Street Settle- Jules Leventhal, producer, is 
ment last spring, will assist as tech- | rounding up an eastern supporting 
nical director. Frank Fields. who | cast for the Coast run. 

wrote music for the UA film, “Body 
and Soul,” has contributed an origi- 
nal score, and Pearl Primus will do 
the choreography. 














Would Bond Aud 


San Antonio, Nov. 11. 
; : Users of the Municipal auditorium 
Betty Smith Play for Yale hereafter will be required to post an 
New Haven, Nov. 11. indemnity bond of either $500 oF 
First major production for Yale | $1,000, according to an announce- 
Drama Department this term will be ;ment by Mayor Alfred Callaghan. 
“First in Heart,” Nov. 12-15, writ- |The action was taken after exten- 
ten by Betty Smith, who penned |sive damage to the house and seats 
“A Tree Grows in Brooklyn.” Play | following recent events. 
is based on historical events set in| Besides. various types of road 
Illinois in the 1840s, | shows, it is home of the San Antonie 











This will be the drama depart- | symphony orchestra. It is also used 
ment’s first production under the |for boxing and wrestling “4°” 
setup which inéludes Mare Connelly | According to the Mayor, if he had 
as successor to Waiter Prichard | his way the latter type of show 
| would not be permitted there. 
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-‘Annie’ a Record $48,500, Chicago; 


Lunts SRO $27,000, ‘Soldier’ $23,000 


Chicago, Nov. 11. 





er a delayed start, the local 
sentt season nicked up with a bang 
last week with top grosses in prac- 
tically every house. Advance sales 
have been the heaviest in. many 
years and the matinee biz has been 
ar capacity. 
arene Get Your Gun,” which 
opened Nov. 3, broke house records 
with staggering $48,500 the first week 
at the Shubert. “O Mistress Mine, 
preeming the same day at the Sel- 
hit sellout figure of $27,000. 


Ail the others did well with the ex- 
ception of “Late Christopher Bean” 
at the Civic theatre, with a slim 
$12,000. 


“All Gaul Is Divided” opened last 
night (Mon.) at the Civic theatre 
and Maurice Chevalier arrived the 
same night for a week at the Er- 
langer, Only other immediate pros- 

+t is “All My Sons,” due Monday 
(17) at the Erlanger. 

Estimates for Last Week 


“Annie Get Your Gun,” Shubert 
(2,100; $6) (Ist week). Teriff $48,500. 
Advance sale reported topping $200,- 
sg Soldier,” Blackstone 
(1,358; $4.80) (5th week). Sock $23,- 
000. Saturday matinee biz very 
heavy and holiday mail orders com- 
ing in already. i 

“Late Christopher - Bean,” Civic 
Theatre (900; $3.60) (3d week). 
Show closed Nov. 8 with light $12,- 


00. 
, “Q Mistress Mine,” Selwyn (1,000; 
$3.60) (ist week). Smash $27,000. 
with advance already past $150,000. 
“Private Lives,” Harris (1,000; 
60) (13th week). Rain hurt 
ednesday matinee a bit. ~« About 
$21,000. 
Spike Jones’ “Musical Deprecia- 
tion Revue,” Studebaker (1,246; 
$3.60). Corking $22,500. 


Crix Rave, Public Nixes, 
‘Way Women Are’ 236; 
‘Moon’ Winds at 246, L.A. 


Los Angeles, Nov. 11. 


Local “egit outfits pondered an 
age-old question last week. “What 
good is a Critic?” For the second 
consecutive week a new entry 
bowed in to unanimous acclaim from 
the downtown dailies—and failed to 
record anything greater than what 
might be called curiosity crowds. 


Two weeks ago it was “The Voice 
of the Turtle.” Last week it was 
“That’s the Way Women Are,” 
Anglicized version of the Mozart 
opera, “Cosi Fan Tutte.” Mildest 
adjective in the reviews was “en- 
charting,” but the crowds stayed 
away. Piece registered a mild $2,500 
for five performances, worst daily 
average Las Palmas theatre has had 
in some time. 

“Dark of the Moon” finaled Sun- 
day (9) after a five-week, three-day 
stand which registered an impressive 
$24,100. “Voice of the Turtle” wound 
up its two-weeker on a building note 
with a still only fair $22,500 total. 

Belasco relit Sunday with “Mary 
Had A Little,” and Ina Claire and 
her “The Fatal Weakness” com- 
pany moved into the Biltmore last 
night (10). Pelican Productions, lo- 
cal outfit, rekindles the Coronet 
Thursday night (13) with the Amer- 
ican premiere of “The House of 
Bernarda Alba,” last play of the 
_ Spanish playwright Garcia 

rca. 





Estimates for Last Week 


“Blackouts of 1947,” El Capitan 
(281st wk). (1,142; $2.40). Another 
$17,000 week. 

“Dark of the Moon,” Coronet (5th 
wk) (8 days) (255; $3.60). Last eight 
days registered okay $4,500 for $24,- 
100 total. Scheduled tour postponed 
due to the inability of co-star Hurd 
Hatfield to leave town as a result 
of film commitments. 

“That’s the Way Women Are,” 
Las Palmas (4 days) (388; $3). About 
half-full with $2,500 for five per- 
formances. 

“The Voice of the Turtle,” Bilt- 
more (2d wk) (1,636; $3.60). Word- 
of-mouth boosted tally to $13,000 for 
$22,500 on two weeks, mild. 





Pelican Sets Femme Cast 
For ‘Bernarda Alba’ Bow 


Los Angeles, Nov. 11. 

All-femme cast hast been rounded 
up for the first American showing of 
The House of Bernarda Alba,” to 
be staged here Thursday (13), under 
the banner of Pelican Productions. 
Legiter, written by the late Spanish 
Playwright, Garcia Lorca, has been 
played in Buenos Aires, Mexico City, 
try and Prague, but never in the 


Cast includes Ona Munson, Helen 
Freeman, Mary Servoss, Gertrude 
Hoffman, Ruth Sanderson, Margerie 
Nelson, Frances Rey and Roseanne 
Murray. ° 


4 
v 





JOE E. BROWN ‘HARVEY’ 
STRONG $22,500, PITT 


Pittsburgh, Nov. 11. 

Joe E. Brown production of “Har- 
vey” pulled a strong $22,500 in the 
first of its three weeks at the Nixon. 
Advance sale indicates the next two 
cantos will be even better. The 
comedy got away to a slow start, 
but when all three critics went over- 
board, the line at the boxoffice 
formed immediately. The show has 
a $3.60 top. 


Change in bookings bringing 
Bobby Clark’s “Sweethearts” here 
for Christmas and New Year's 


weeks, opening Dec. 25, instead of 
“Show Boat.” “Song of Norway” 
follows “Harvey” and after that 
come three successive Shubert mu- 
sical revivals. The Nixon will be 
closed the first three days of 
Christmas week. 


‘Weakness’ $6,500, Denv. 


Denver, Nov. 11. 
“The Fatal Weakness,” with Ina 
Claire, did a fair $6,500 at the 3,270- 
seat city auditorium. 
Played two nights and a matinee 


; at a $3.60 top. 





Current Read Shows 


(Period covering Nov. 10-22) 

“All My Sons” — Erlanger, Buff. 
(10-13); Aud., Roch. (14-15); Er- 
langer, Chi. (17-22). 

“Angel In The Wings”—Playhouse, 
Wil. (21-22). 

“Angel Street”—Geary, Frisco, 
(10-15); Met., Seattle (17-22). 

“Anna Lucasta”— Royal Alex., 
Toronto (10-15); Hanna, Cleve. (17- 
22). 

“Annie Get Your Gun”—Shubert, 
Chi. (10-22). 

“Antony and Cleopatra” — Cass, 
Det. (10-15); Royal Alex., Toronto 
(17-22). 

Ballet Theatre—Con. Hall, Wash. 
(10); Mosque, Pitt. (11-12); Lyric, 
Balto. (14-15). 

“Blackouts of 1947”—E]l Capitan, 
Hollywood (10-22). 

Blackstone—Colonial, 
11); Weller, Zanesville 
Louisville (14-15); 
Louis (17-22). 

“Bongo,” (“Calypso”) — Shubert, 
Bost. (10-15). 

“Carousel” — American, St. Louis 
(10-15); Cass, Det. (17-22). 

Maurice Chevalier—Erlanger, Chi. 
(10-15); Shubert-Lafayette, Det, (17- 
22). 

“Chocolate Soldier’ — Blackstone, 
Chi. (10-22). 


Akron (10- 
(12); Aud., 
American, St. 


“Dream Girl” — Curran, Frisco 
(10-22). 

“Fatal Weakness”—Biltmore, L. A. 
(10-22). 


“Harvey”—Nixon, Pitt. (10-22).. 

“I Remember Mama”— Mem. Hall, 
Dayton (10-11); Hartman, Col. (12- 
15); Locust, Philly (17-22). 

“Lady Windermere’s Fan”—Colo- 
nial, Bost. (10-22). 

“Legend of Lou”—Playhouse, Wil. 
(14-15); Plymouth, Bost. (17-22). 


“Mary Had A Little” — Belasco, 
L.A. (10-22). 
“Medium,” “Telephone” — Walnut, 


Philly (10-15); Majestic, Bost. (17- 
22). 

“Q Mistress Mine”—Selwyn, Chi. 
(10-22). 

“Oklahoma!’’ — Community, Her- 
shey (10-15); Mosque, Richmond (17- 
22). 

“Private Lives”—Harris, Chi. (17- 
22). 

“Show Boat”—Opera Hse., Bost. 
(10-15); Shubert, Philly (17-22). 

“Song of Norway” — Nat'l, Wash. 
(10-22). 

“State of the Union” — Parkway, 
Madison (10-11); Aud., La Cross (13); 
Aud., St. Paul (14-15); Coliseum, 
Sioux Falls (17); Orpheum. Sioux 
City (18); KRNT, Des Moines (19); 
Music Hall, K. C. (20-22). 

“Streetcar Named Desire”— Wilbur, 
Bost. (10-15); Walnut, Philly (17-22). 

“Sweethearts” — Forrest, Philly 
(10-22). : 

“The Firefly” — Shubert, Philly 
(10-15); Fords, Balto. (17-22). 

“The Red Mill”—English, Indpls. 
(10-15); Davidson, Mil. (17-22). 

“Tonight at 8:30”—Fords, Balto. 
(10-15); Shubert, Bost. (17-22). | 

“Voice of the Turtle” — Capitol, 
Salt Lake City (10); Aud., Laramie 
(12); Chief, Colo. Spr. (13); Aud., 
Denver (14); Aud., Pueblo (15); Cen- 
tre, Bartlesville (17); Aud., Ponca 
City (18); Home, Okla. City (19); 
Aud., Little Rock (20); Con. Hall, 
Tulsa (22). 


Shows in Rehearsal 


“Angel in the Wings”—Marjorie 
and Sherman Ewing. 

“Gentleman From Athens”—Mar- 
tin Gosch and Eunice Healey, 

“The Legend of Lou”—Hall Shel- 


tas 
tvti 


ti, 
“The Late George Apley” (road by 








truck)—Walter Davis. 





LARAINE-PECK $20,000; 
‘MISTER’ 216 IN FRISCO 


San Francisco, Nov. 11. 

“Angel Street,” with Laraine Day 
and Gregory Peck, chalked up a 
good third week gross of $20,000 at 
the 1,550-seat Geary. Previous week 
was a big $23,000. 

“The Climax,” with Guy Bates 
Post, opened at the 1,776-seat Cur- 
ran, last night (Mon.), following the 
three-week run of “Call Me Mister,” 
which hit a nice $21,000 last week, 
following a _ boff second-semester 
$25,000. Tour terminated here. 


Streetcar 1946, | 
Eden’ NG $4,000, 


Boston Openers 


: Boston, Novy. 11. 

Two openers last week, both 
catching solid reviews but splitting 
on public acceptance. “Streetcar 
Named Desire” did biggest legit biz 
so far this season for an opener, 
while “Eastward in Eden,” almost as 
cordially received, isn’t catching on. 

Only debut this week, “Lady Win- 
dermere’s Fan,” bowed last night 
(Mon.) at the Colonial under Guild 
auspices for a four-week run. Four 
bow in next week, “Tonight at 8:30,” 
at the Shubert; “The Medium,” re- 
opening the Majestic as a legiter for 
the first time in years (house has 
been completely done over): and 





|\“The Merry Widow” at the Opera 








House, all Monday (17). “Legend of 
Lou” follows Tuesday (18) at the 
Plymouth. 
Estimates for Last Week 
“A Streetcar Named Desire,” Wil- 
bur (1,241; $3.60). Tennessee Wil- 
liams’ play caught raves mixed with 


enough indication the show was on | 


the rough side to do near-capacity 
business from the outset, with esti- 
mated $19,500 resulting. Final week 
current. 

“Eastward in Eden,” 
(1,461; $3.60). Play based on life of 
Emily Dickinson drew cordial no- 
tices all around as a distinguished 
offering, but it isn’t catching on too 
well, with disappointing $4,000 esti- 
mated first seven times. Final week is 
current. 


“Oklahoma!”, Colonial (1,500; 
$4.20). Fifth and final week still | 
SRO, with $31,000 estimated. Take 


on five weeks well above $150,000, 


|and could do it again anytime. 


“Show Boat,” Opera House (3,000; 
$4.20). Second week jumped and 
although some matinee’ variance 
gross approached $40,000. Final week 
is current. 


CHEVALIER WOWS BRASS; 
$18,500 FOR WASH. WK. 


Washington, Nov. 11. 

Maurice Chevalier’s one - week 
stint at the National proved to be 
the theatre event of the season, 
clicking with equal strength at b.o. 
and in -the society columns. Solo 
act, which turned in a hefty $18,500 
to the cash register, brought out the 
international set in pre-war style. 
Nightly array of brass, dressed to 
the hilt and almost hysterical with 
enthusiasm for their continental 
favorite, hypoed the lagging upper 
tiers of theatre until, by week's end, 
entire house was capacity. 

“Song of Ncrway” opened yester- 
day (Monday) for the usual fortnight 
session, with the Shubert revival of 
“Firefly” following Nov. 24 for a 
single stanza. 


Rain Dampens ‘Carousel’ 
But Strong 326 in St. L. 


St. Louis, Nov. 11. 

Almost continuous rain for a week 
exacted its toll at the American 
theatre, where the Rodgers-Hammer- 
stein musical, “Carousel,” wound up 
the first of two weeks Saturday (8). 
With the 1,700-seat house scaled to 
$4.88, top admish price of the cur- 
rent season, eight 
grossed an estimated $32,000. Crix 
went heavily for the piece and cast. 


‘Rose Marie’-‘Widow’ Get 
$15,000 on Balto Week 


Baltimore, Nov. 11. 

Shubert revivals of “Rose Marie” 
and “The Merry Widow” split last 
week at Ford’s here and managed an 
all right $15,000 total. In currently 
with a fine advance sale is Gertrude 
Lawrence in “Tonight at 8:30.” 

“The Firefly” and “Oklahoma!” are 
set to follow in order, the latter for 
a two-week stretch. 


‘Lucasta’ Mild 86, Buff. 


Buffalo, Nov. 11. 
“Anna Lucasta,” playing its first 
Buffalo engagement hit under ex- 
pected figures. 
In four performances at $3.60 top 
show got only around fair $8,000. 














| 
| verse press 


Plymouth | 


performances | 


Broadway biz was somewhat bet- 
ter last week though all four new 
shows didn’t look especially prom- 
ising. Two, however, may have a 
moderate chance. In former fail 
seasons New York had “holiday” 
weekends when major football 
games were played here, but the top 
contest, between Army and Notre 
Dame was staged this year on the 
latter’s grounds Saturday (8). Week- 
end was virtually insured goodly 
patronage through advance sales. 

“This Time Tomorrow” may not 
survive after three-week subscrip- 
tion (Theatre Guild) period; “For 
Love or Money” drew a mostly ad- 
but claimed climbing 
business ‘after the premiere; revival 


of “The First Mrs. Fraser” drew 
mostly doubtful notices, too, while 
“Trial Honeymoon” was pounced 


upon and yanked at the end of one 
week. 
Estimates for Last Week 


Keys: C (Comedy), D (Drama), 

D (Comedy-Drama), R (Revue), 
M (Musical), O (Operetta). 

“Allegro,” Majestic (4th week) 
(M-1,695; $6). Fortifieu by a record 
advance sale and theatre parties 
which extend through the winter; 
new musical topping the field; up 
to $48,000, as expecte®. 

“An Imspecter Calls,” 
week) (D-712; $4.80). Better, and 
with the aid of one party takings 
approximated $13,500; window sale 
Saturday affected by downpour, 
which dented most others. 

“Annie Get Your Gun,” Imperial 
(78th week) (M-1,472; $6.60). While 
Chicago hailed the touring company 
the original continued to standees; 
| nearly $45,000. 

“Born Yesterday,” Lyceum (93d 
week) (C-993; $4.80). Sells out night- 
ly and only offish at midweek mati- 
nee; takings last week estimated at 
around $18,500. 

“Brigadoon,” Ziegfeld (35th week) 
(M-1,628; $6). Advance sale quoted 
at around $200,000, musical is selling 
out all times, with gross quoted 
around $43,000. 

“Command Decision,” Fulton (6th 


Booth (3d 





Broadway Climbs: ‘Honeymoon’ Quits, 
‘Love’ Fair, ‘Fraser, ‘Time,’ Spotty: 
‘Winslow Boy’ 176, ‘Inspector’ 13156 











} 


week) (D-968; $4.80}. Selling out 
‘all performances except midweek 
| matinee, and the quoted gross is 
| $21,500. 
| “Cali Me Mister,” Piymouth (82d 
| week) (R-1,075; $4.80). Road ver- 
| sion of revue fold on Coast and 
| Original announcing last weeks; | 
| dipped to $20,500. 

“Finian’s Rainbow,” 46th Street 
(44th week) (M-1,319; $6). Weekly | 


takings never vary; gross of $42,000 | 


means standees. 


“For Love or Money,” Miller (ist | 


| week) (C-240; $4.80). Drew mixed 
| notices, mostly skeptical, but busi- 
ness indicated some _ boxoffice 
| Strength; claimed around $10,000 in 
irst seven times. 

“Happy Birthday,’ Broadhurst 
(54th week) (C-1,160; $4.80). Was 
‘slightly underquoted previous week, 
and last week had around the same 
count; nearly $22,500. 

“Harvey,” 48th St. (159th week) 
(C-902; $4.20). Started on its fourth 
year despite road show and seems 
destined to span the season; takings 
very strong at this period of run; 
over $17,000. 

“High Button Shoes,” Century 
(6th week) (M-1,670; $4.80). Popular 
musical comedy one of the fall’s 
standout arrivals; getting capacity, 
with the gross count over $41,500. 

“How I Wonder,’ Hudson (6th 
week) (CD-1,057; $4.80). Slated to 
play another week when parties, 
which have supported the boxoffice, 
expire; eased down further; $13,000 
approximately; “Voice of the Turtle” 
will replace. 

“Teetime of 1948,” Center (24th 
week) (M-2,994; $2.40). Close to the 
half-year run mark and figures to 
go through winter at Radio City 
theatre; around $33,500. 

“John Loves Mary,” Music Box 
(40th week) (C-979: $4.80). Ap- 
proaching 10th month, and laugh 
show still prospering; slightly im- 
proved up to Saturday; $15,500. 
| “Music im My Heart,” Adelphi 
| (6th week) (O-1,434; $4.80). Had 
;}one less party; faring fairly well, 
| with night performances big; eased 
off under $26,000. 

“Oklahoma!”, St. James (248th 
week) (M-1,505; $4.80). Broadway’s 
run leader continues to click off one 
profitable week after another; 
but dipped to around $20,000. 

Heiress,” Biltmore (6th 
(D-920; $4.80). One of the 
season's earliest indicated clicks de- 
spite difference of opinion, with 
gross quoted at nearly $22,500. 

“The Druid Circle,” Morosco (3d 
week) (D-935; $4.80). Status not yet 
clear; quoted at around $12,500. 
| “The Voice of the Turtle,” Beck 
| 187th week) (C-1,214; $3.60). An- 
| move week in this house and will 








move; $8,500; “Antony and Cleo- 
| patra” dated to debut here Nov. 26. 


“The Winsiow Boy,” Empire (2d 
week) (D-1,102: $480). First full 
| week approximated €17,000; very 


good gross aided by strong press. 
“This' Time Tomorrow,’ Barry- 
more (ist week) 





(D-1,064; $4.80). 


Thumbed down by critics and first 
nighters, and stay doubtful after 
subscription period of around three 
weeks; $9,500 estimated. 

“Trial Honeymoon,” Royale (C-1,- 


035; $3.60). Moderate scale didn’t 
help at all; severely panned and 
yanked Saturday (8); house dark 
until “Medea” moves in from Na- 


tional. 

“Young Man's Fancy,” Cort (28th 
week) (C-1,064; $3.60). Keeps on 
going with aid of cutrating: better- 
ing even break; but off to $6,000 last 
week. 

REVIVALS 

“The First Mrs. Fraser,” Shubert 
(lst week) (CD-1,380; $4.80). Opened 
last midweek; most critics suggested 


doubtful chances but Jane Cowl 
praised; around $8,000, first five 
times 

“Medea,” National (3d week) (D- 
1,164; $4.80). Indications are for 


goodby engagement; last week tak- 
ings up over $29,000; moves to Royale 
next month to make way for “Crime 
and Punishment.” 

“Man and Superman,” Alvin 
week) (CD-1,331; $5.40). Drawing 
standees since debut and looks set 
for run; quoted at $31,500 and more; 
tops straight plays. 

“Burlesque,’ Belasco (46th week) 
(C-1,077; $4.80). Nearing the year 
mark, which is something fer a re- 
vival; pace approached $14,000 last 
week, 

ADDED ATTRACTION 

Playhouse (865; $4.80). Another 
two weeks for imported (French) 
vaude topped by Editr Piaf; opened 
Oct. 30; approached $12,000; about 
even break. 


Clark 226, Phila.: 
Medium OK 156 


Philadelphia, Nov. 11. 

“Sweethearts,” playing the first of 
a three-week return engagement, this 
time at the Forrest. got a sood $22 - 
300 last week. Bobby Clark got re- 
newed raves from the crix and by 
the end of the week the show was at 
solid capacity. That apparently dis- 
pells fears about “Sweethearts’” 
ability to hoid up for a three weeks’ 
return. Regular scale is $3.90 tap, 
tilted to $4.55 holidays and Saturday 


(Sth 





| nights. Incidentally, “Show Boat” re- 





vival, skedded for the Shubert next 
Monday (17), is season's first offer- 
ing to have a regular nightly scale of 
$4.55, although quite a few did last 
year, \ 

The novelty twin-bill, “Medium” 
and. “Telephone,” which drew the 
first-string crix at the Walnut last 
Monday (3) and won nice notices, is 
one show that undoubtedly is bene- 
fiting by being on ATS subscription. 
First week’s gross was $19,000, satis. 
factory. ; 

Last week’s third musical arrival,’ 
the revival of Friml’s “The Firefly,” 
at the Shubert, was the slowest. It 
got one panning notice and a couple 
of tepid ones, managed to get $12,500, 
mostly late in the week and some de- 
rived from turn-aways at the For- 
rest. 

With “Medium” and “Firefly” both 
departing this week and the Locust 
relighting Monday (17), there will 
again be three openings the same 
night. “A Streetcar Named Desire,” 
the new drama by Tennessee Wil- 
liams, comes to the Walnut for a 
fortnight. The other arrivals are 
“Show Boat,” at the Shubert, and “I 
Remember Mama,” at the Locust. 
Latter is set for four weeks. “Show 
Boat,” originally mentioned for five 
weeks, seems likeiy to be cut to four. 

“Angel in the Wings,” the revue 
which played the strawhat circuit, 
comes to the Forrest for two weeks 
beginning Nov. 24. It will be fol- 
lowed by Gertrude Lawrence in “To- 
night at 8:30,” also for two, and then 
the new musical, “Make Mine Man- 
hattan, probably opening Dec. 22. 
The Locust will probably relight the 
same night with the comedy tryout, 
“Strange Bed‘ellows.” 





‘Windermere’ Fair $13,000 
In 5 Performances, N. H. 


New Haven, Nov. 11. 

“Lady Windermere’s Fan” played 
a four-day stand last week (5-8) at 
the Shubert, getting a fair gross of 
$13,000 for five performances at $3.60 
top. 

This week brings the “Rose Marie”- 
“Merry Widow” bill, followed by two 
weeks of the film, “The Outlaw.” 
Bobby Clark is due Dec. 1 with 
“Sweethearts” for a full week, and 
the season’s next premiere is slated 
for mid-December when “Make Mine 
Manhattan” arrives. 

Musicals pencilled for January in- 
clude “Song of Norway” and “Stu- 
dent Prince.” 
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Plays Out of Town 
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history to be sympathetically viewed 
—and that awareness is none too 
general. It has to be taken.for what 
it is, a lyrical period piece genuinely 
reflecting the attitudes and manners 











For Love or Money 
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Tonight at 8:30 {main honors go to Sarah Burton, as | of the 1850’s during the flowering of ind pee lay nee - 2 stuffed-shirt 
: . 9.  |the lachrymose sister, Lavinia, and| you Ryo es : ee De ae in Pee ‘ g er, and Lex 
Princeton, Nov. 7. ba pA , » 39 tl =i New England. t is, moreover, Barnard Straus production of comedy Richards is sharply drawn as hi 
Homer Curran (in association with Lewis} Philip) Tonge, as Burrows, the! jiperaliy scattered with Biblical ref- | three acts (six scenes) by F. Hugh Herbert, sympathetic brother . 
, f series of one-act | ancient, deaf family retatner. } ‘ oh Ree Is which is| Features John Loder, Vicki Cummings, | ymp er. 
& Young) . ot gt sone a. Gertrude As the Slavlet develops sister erences and poetic Sy mbols, w we = June Lockhart, Mark O’Daniels, Staged by | Play’s best act is its third, With an 
Caer aed “with Graham Payn, Nerab| Lavini ide “by ‘ er 5 ivhivies of | certainly appropriate, but not €X-| Harry kterbe; setting, Raymond Sover;! excellent scene between Mr and the 
awrernce <i : t ayn, : : av « « ay j : soni ¢ D . > . ° 
Howard, Valerie Cossart, Philip Tonge, and atadeiea en iit the beat ahevk “poor | 2¢tly conducive to a Broadway Wow. | costumes, Anna Hill Johnstone. Overe¢ | first Mrs. Fraser as climax. Harold 
Sarah Burton. Directed by Coward; entire | Madeira, Spits the Deans al ee | Most notable is the debut here of | Nov. 4, ‘47, at Henry Miller theatre, N. Y,; Young’s direction is smooth. : 
‘ Sade i lighted by George | Papa,’ which is the highlight of the | twin aight t a looker but, 34-80 top (6 opening). s nh, and 
production designed and lig \ x 4 ; : | Beatr ice Straig , not a looker we ; i SR cat Ch -] Els * t gar ‘ 
Jenkins: gowns by Hattie Carnegie; musi- , comedy, telling how the old scoundrel | ; tress of rare spiritual quality | Mrs: Tremaine. ..s.>..+o++e, Paula Trueman) Charles Bisons set an engaging, ap- 
, sly. Frank Tours: dances by | left most of his money to certain an ac antl. lik Katt by Cor ell Bill ‘Tremaine stl bd akdaeeaee erie ge ie a parently authentic counterpart of an 
Richard Barstow veg ee at McCarter, | indies of London. and how she and wae Bou ae rt whioe -. sanuieten me epee soos og IN » ee ong English living room. Bron, 
Prin ’ N. JL, Nov, 6, '47; 33.60 top. a ® : 7 - |as Hlizabeth “OW g-— Cc S| Mrs. Harly..scesceevceeenss ss - MUL ei 
. reviewed Cc the faithful Burrows burned this © ; : tal | Wilbur. .......ssseeeeeeeees Grover Burgess 
(The performance reviewed con- epte. : she could have penned immortal; or ; 
; na ill “seven ;¢ a hal s or : a} bes | Nita. Havemeyer.....+. ees Vicki Cummings Hoboes AVE 
sisted of the following one-act plays, Me sein or » - Eagan after | ivries. If the play does business the} piccion Mitchell......-....sss- ‘Nahe Later FB <spteash tosh in Me aven 
. ” «6 . ape >< > s last. . . ° Oi é ha s » 4 . . t Gs ack ars productio ot e¢ » 
“Ways and Means,” “Family Album Mis ‘ ractces tte in a finished credit will be largely hers. ag pate: scrambles Pybentsh June Lockhart | at. (two. a we oy GM  M oR edgra H 
and “The Red Peppers. ) PSs sign plea Sd “=~ | Stevens’ plays the minister with a 4 Andre Obey, Staged by Dennis G er 
T ‘mance, ¢ } y in ; : . raccaryv } eo awe Ms Gurney; 
WAYS AND MEANS performance, and Tonge on onl, IN! ctrensth and heaviness necessary to | Ze ti z Fie oa | euttinnés Daeld. Meeba: ‘miidle: Cun 
. , . looks—his makeup is = ent nas making it clear he couldn’t have Although it is written by F. Hug 1} Arrieu; lighting, Rebe« Jennings. Openea 
(A Light Comedy in Tiree Scenes) | in deed, depicts his character in a 6: ceivably seduced the infatuated | Herbert, whose “Kiss and Tell” was | at Blackfriars’ Playhouse, N. ¥.. 0 a 
4 * hee Gert “a Ftp. mannet that snares get ogee Hs 9 sirl. and Edwin Jerome, as the elder | a smash of the 1942 43 ee a 7 8 €8 to 02 ih pall ee 
G it ' Booth Colt Cossart, as the dutitu wife who gets Dickinson, is properly gruff and lov- | Love or Money is notab € . ielly | eatin Sion tiene. Pies Waieh A 
Lord Chapworth (Chaps)...William Roerick | @ little high on the Madeira, also; ji. The others range from good |as the vehicle for a Broadway new- | { yous 
Oli Lloyd-Ransome Sarah Burt comes through with an _ excellent as comer. June Lockhart, film actress | Boule . . aliens 
4 Pine. 2 lof \ Csi ; ¥ to NSH. : | , ‘+a Pe a Sane | Fi z 
Ae 4 slash lame ss cheeses Pi performance. y Naney Stern’s production is meticu- daughter of Hollywood actors Ge ne | ayia Kat ail "8 
Nanns Gi schist. ..-Norah Howa Graham Payn, a well as eules louslv correct. Donald Oenslager’s| and Kathleen Lockhart Pm 0reey | ak, genteel Alfred Reille 
Ste Rhoder Lawrence and the other arn egg Nags set. an opulent reproduction of | blonde with animation that septures fbr Willints Does 
: ‘ on oe para ete! pg 1 ten m WwW th the Dickinson mansion in Amherst. of cay ce og seer “a ~t ‘ and } D) ‘ k . he cal " ~ 
im] I 7 IS UU uu, ane 2c wi : ‘ Tolenburg is/| S$ y-Starting ‘ning scene bh DJAKKe ..ccccrveccers arl letter 
Gertrude Lawrence steps nimbly = yen nie moods of on slay Direction of Ellen Van Volenburg i: vital tartin : By ow n eae ne ee rete is be ....Fom O' ana 
into the role of Stella Cartwright, | 4" eign tg ah : ‘yap 4): | sensitive and detailed. The whole, in | vitalizes the action whenever sne is) iie Warren Burmeiste 
: ;, Adults who recall happy childhood | °, , ; “oe : and. | onstage thereafter It is definitely r 
y which she played opposite Noel hours among many brothers and/| S20Tt. IS a highly literate job ana, ngs ait } sh that wouldn't be | Seen sy sas «een os oy Ie cn 
} Coward when this piece first saw the coe ee ie : lo t ‘medding like many highly literate things, may | her show thoug e na a uldn e | Bai WON Les Fivwecacs eae ..Nappy Whiting 
} s . : Sisters me : se s - 34 . e : “ory > S "e ; ras ‘ces sue CF cd vewobcevtccces hi ilende i 
! light of Broadway in 1938, and gives son tai c te . po ne oe «ieee 5 wo!l find its best spot on the library ae to gsc ae 8 p 2 yor “wn sa BP GOES Oe PER nape \ an Gl nd ning 
> . 7? . bahia AZ. . StaiLic ‘ars ¢€ "eT Le *nits. 7 i “Love . ney as ps Ss REEIO copes errr ee i ite tibbons 
; it all that it requires in the way of pp - alegre fia gh ih! 88g table. Beet ere CS —tghteg MEM Ags | Michael, the Aftchahgel.... Michael O'Casey 
; leftne and airy touch. In thi Album” is a sharp contrast to chance, but the greater liklihood is) oi oa as tana 
“ =SS 1¢ c ° D> sey 7 ” . : | . St. Nicode Besee oeee. NADP \ it 
i ende vor, she is ably assisted by Ways and Means.” both in dialog }it wont go. | st Nicholas eal Vitanaa 
> ae ir, she s ; ssiste Ae ; = Ct ae a sa ‘ St. iN vs aBuln © >. 6. Wake 64 4 y Vitanz 
i Graham ‘Payn, as the pajama-clad | 22d tempo. However, like “Ways and | “For Love or Money” is a slender | St. Peter...........0.......,Tom O'Connor 
i yn, Means.” it is excellent theatre, and Be ns » familiar ¥ and | The Blessed Virgin,...Rose Mary Mechem 
, playboy husband who longs to g0!};,56,<. well in the memory. In this ays roa version of the familiar Youth and | 20). 088° *ineine ++. Bose” feat teeace 
5 through li‘e unworried or unsullied Pw age - 4 x4 Psy - ne ealled , Middle Age romance theme. It is| Wies 00... Angy “Vitanza 
; by such mundance cares as lack of! PICS®:, MIS Mawrence Is Lan | synthetic, shallow and implausible, | Young Boy.......... . Robert Lilly 
Be upon to display more than a charm- rege 2 9. as nea? Mansion Mieiion wien” taba 
funds. , Hivucthut thats plenty | li poles single-dimensional characters, ’ aged . 8 Mohan, 
, . g srsonea y- iat’s “ | , . ‘ 4 “ A : ise Phels 
. Payn is more than a foil for Miss eee nich ama a itt .) . | Deliver My Dar mg |contrived situations and only inter- Capes of Angels: Miss Phelan, Misg 
i Lawrence’s characterization as his : : ane London, Oct. 30. | mittently amusing passages. It is | Mohan; Messrs. Reilly, Metten, Glenden- 
4 worried wife, who realizes only too RED PEPPERS | Envoy Productions (in asseciation with unevenly played, but on the off- | ing, Mazza and Burmeister. 
| well that you can’t go merrily to (An Interlfide With Music) } Ai é er aid L apes yagi oe ee Phe ichance that it holds on long enough eee 
: Venice from the Riviera without a) yiiy pevper Gertrude Lawrence | ted by Anthony Hawtrey, Peter Dearing, | tO pay off the nut, the performances It would have been better had the 
; sou in your purse or a franc in the | George Pepper Graham Payn] at Embassy theatre |of Miss Lockhart, John Loder and | Blackfriars left “Hoboes In Heaven 
piggy bank. Payn complements Miss oa ‘- seeps abe aS eae song ohs t-Martha Kinsey.......ssseee0e. May Hallatt | Vicki Cummings will be responsible, | reposing rather than reviving it as 
Lawrence admitably, and delivers | \y\"" rears cee ee. Philip ‘Tonike | cate’ piers taeda Seehe. Sactaen The comedy locale is a Broadway | the seasonal teeoff for their bandbox 
. his lines with full appreciation of | Mabet Grace. __’: Norah Howard | Mrs.” Watts...csseseeeeeees Nellie Bowman | star’s home at Port Washington, on| theatre. Comedy by G. M. Martens 
; their comedy values. _ Orchestra Directed by Frank Tours | Mire POR heii hos wana Mignon ©’ Doherty | the north shore of Long Island. Dur- and Andre Obey, translated from 
t The plot, played against the single . WET as : BL lvwtigge whe SE od ae bea res ee | ing a thunderstorm the evening after the French by an_ anonymous 
j ornate setting of a bedroom ina villa! First of all, a bow to Jenkins for — yen Rowse se eeeeeeeedes F Tabs y amon | ithe funeral of the actor's long-inva- adaptor, is tepid fare for this semi- 
iwiers LAY rec ar me > ic a0 . Poy ¢ : 2 dz vs) latlie -ackel chee ee Ces aries Fé e . -- ‘ Ah. ypekte Tl A - 
{ on the Riviera, revolves around the} his backdrop for a song-and dance Rew. Arnoht Wyilis.......William Roderick | lid wife, a hysterical girl takes ref- | Pro group. eat . 
Cartwrights’ dilemma when they are, team in an English musichall. Its) yy. brayte..........ececesee: Joan Caroi}uge in the house, having fled from The motif had possibilties which 
about to be politely asked out of the | authenticity brought a round of ap-| Miss Glee..........s0eeeeeeee Doris Rogers | a” drunken party and the passes of | fell overboard despite efforts of sev- 
; home in which they are guests.| plause, and took plenty of customers amen her escort. She remains as guest,|eral of the cast. Even Dennis 
i Through gambling misfortune by prign back to ne ig dead days| An unhappy, pointless melodrama | .oretary and carefully platonic} Gurney, who has done slick direc- 
‘ Payn, the Cartwrights are in finan-| of smalltown vaudeville. < 


that seems as if it is going to prove | .ompanion, to the growing suspicion | torial jobs of previous Blackfriars 
cial straits, and for two scenes simply Top honors in this tale of a man) a moral or a theory, this ends up in 


: and irritation of the actor’s house- | productions, seems bewildered in its 
talk about what to do in order to and wife song-and-dance team play-,)a tangle with nothing solved. IN|;egpers, neighbors and mistress. | staging. Were it not for the assured 
raise money—but with no solution! ing the Enslish. hinterlands ‘go to, present form it’s unlikely to cause subscription lists, it 


The ending is obvious. would un- 








in sight. 
The problem is solved in the final 


them, they work out a simple so- 
lution, involving a bit of high-class 


Miss Lawrence and Payn. 


Norah Howard, as ,the haughty | 


English ham who believes herseif a | 
Bernharat. 





money, 
| her hoped-for husband has married | 


| much stir. 


An old woman, owner of a village 


to marry the boy knowing 


Besides its transparent situations 


petence, though no particular imag- 


ination. Although her part under- 


goes a violent change of character, 


doubtedly be yanked pronto. 


. mn Merry-makers are g¢ “oe 
i scene—which is the funniest 0° the! dramatic ‘artiste’ who shares the} general store, knows she is soon to | and manufactured plot develop- cafe tg x ony - FSi Eve 
three—by the arrival of a burglar bill with the Peppers and objects to| die and is anxious about the fate of | ments, the play lacks real humor Tavern owner and pal, town ne’er- 
who turns out to be an old friend, a| their “vulgar” wrangling, is on stage | her half-witted son when left alone |@d its-characters are both sey do-wells, are going on a masquerade 
former chauffeur of friends of the| only briefly but does an outstanding | jin the world. She coerces a girl, | and inconsistent. Harry Ellerbe has as St. Nicholas and St. Nicodemus 
Cartwrights, Between the three of |-iob. She conveys the feeling of an| under promise of leaving her her | directed it with professional com- , s, 


to distribute toys ‘to 
Aside 


the kiddies. 
the altruistic 
provides an excuse for 


from pitch, it 


a bibulous 


larceny. But it’s all good clean fun.| Philip Tonge scores again as the! someone else The disillusioned | . tet Sua 

an . a, <t , hbo. : SOI } se. Gis s Mics ie tie ae . evening. They are run down by a 
William Roerick, in a brief appear- | blustery manager of the theatre, and | young wife finds there is no fortune | oo oe gga makes it continuously motorist and carried into the tavern 
ance as Lord Chapworth, brightens | Rhoderick Walker turns in a good | and she becomes tyrannical, develop- eee ae shin al and pl nt|for dead Subsequent sequences 
the play with his presence, as do} performance as Bert Bentley, the | ing power with the coming of war- | ' th ty see ttees temo nek A atte show their adventures in Hades and 
Sarah Burton as the Cartwrights’ | orchestra leader. Fuhr. | time provision shortages. She soon 1 eee ee se * Bronte 4, reli Heaven. unfunn and at ti es ae 
hostess, Olive Lloyd-Ransome, and | a | has the community fawning on her | wg ee ooo piciously losietonae ry Hn yo Mig 
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Valerie Cossart as Princess Elena | EKastward in Eden for under-counter favors. A ak page eyed Agente ee agg Ade reve 


Krassiloff. 


Miss Cossart has only a} 


O’Daniels doesn’t redeem the unat- 


burial have been made, it eventu- 


Nancy Stern production of dram: three Abortive attempts at amateur Pas tata . ‘ ey : 
few lines to speak in this piece, but | ate sctnes) by Dorothy Segieee: noe, | psycho-analyzing - husband into | tractive juvenile role, but Grover ates they've been in a coma and 
uts them over with skill, Rhoderick | tures Onslow Stevens and Beatrice Straight. | an . adult sense. of responsibility Burgess is acceptable as a c¢lose- dreamt about their sojourns into 
alker, as Stevens, the chauffeur | Directed by Ellen Van Volkenburg> set and| ; mouthed hired man. Paula True-|the great beyond. Ali 


turned burglar, gets the most out of 
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' ends well 
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All in all, “Ways and Means” | Austin Dickinson.........+.2 John Oonnor | off with him to London mond Sovey’s single setting doesn’t eo Herbert and William Dunn 
shapes up with plenty of freshness, | 1*vinis Dickinson......... Beatrice Manley Freda Jackson, who scored a per- look as if it had been lived in.|turn in good performances as the 
despite its age, and the audience | met Pian. 0222/222222/ Sfurbara Ames | sonal hit in the authoress’ previous Hobe. ee, Ditto for Kate Gibbs and 
rag a responded enthusiastic- | Helen Fist:e...........00+-000: imma Knox | eyvacuee play, “No Room at the Inn,” heaeae's. ian Pee A i tavern 

y. orge Jenkins’ i is ad-| Susan Gilbert............,+. Penel Sack-| i o : ° ughter, re- 
savabie ont wanes the vlebt Fe ae Gere aed... ee Don Peters | 88 i play ed 2 ge oonning. rs The First Mrs. Fraser spectively, Others do the best they 
of | r Th I; its if “y aE EOOUE SUC WOE. bc deeds cecisnce ee Ernest Gaves ever, It was avid reene a e Gant Guither production of comedy in| can in minor roles. Singing uar- 

f luxury. e play itself is pure} wmily; Dickinson......---: Beatrice Straight | audience called for after she had | three acts by st. John Qrvine. Stars Jane | tet isi barr 
escape stuff, and what's wrong with | tdaward Dickinson........... Edwin Jerome | made her speech at end of play. His | Cowl, Henry Daniell. irected by Harold ch, Comprising Frank Mallon, Jim 
that int these days of gloomy head- | Dr. Charles Wadsworth..... Onslow Stevens handling of the difficult imbecile Young. Setting, Charles Elson; costumes, foe apie Tim Walsh and Bill 
‘lines? Martha Dickinwoa,.2l.litobin Humphrey | Tole warranted this appreciation of | X3\*"° Wy, CMM SSE tae guide: ike ‘Semteetnes with’ their 

ao a eH wags a character that could so easily have | Ninian’ Fraser. ‘ te S, 
FAMILY ALBUM -A distinguished. even beautiful | been over-acted. Supporting cast of | Mabel ee rman Richards | harmony far better than the unin- 

(A Victorian Comedy With Music) play. “Eastward in Eden” seems set | country types is topped by May Hal- | James Fraser............5+- Henry Daniell spired tunes of Claude Arrieu. Sets 
ps aie aly sates Geiiiude Lawren.| for favorable notices but plenty of| latt, contributing a witch-like cameo'| \}l? jy kau itt iti eeminald Mason Mk: SOG: PAGER One wlkveative. 

- Lavinia Thiet eh SSR Seva Sarah Burton | trouble at the boxoffice. As a re-| Study of the scheming mother. Clem. | Murdo Fraser. ...6.c000001., Kendall Clark ae 

MNTIOL cece ee eeeccceseseess Norah Howard | creatio the spirit and times of ees FORCC PraseL.. sc cccctevesvevecsces Jane Cowl | ij eT 
Emily BAP asters ott eeeees on wh Mpa a Emily Batiiaseri pe Nev England Manina Wisi Fraser. ..+..+-00+- Frances Tannehill | ; s 

ICRU EGE 4 ++ ccgiecciocececbase lilam verick . - 's 7 es oe 
Charles Winter........ 22 Rhoderick Walke: | Poetess, it is a considerable success. Vienna, Oct. 30. a ‘ ns c k G d 
BA Ward Viele. Ss. . Booth Colman | As the vehicle for the starring debut} Fritz tmhoff sentbosion ot a in}... Phe First Mrs. Fraser,” 1929-30 | ree S ratitu € 
Dibrowa hs, LE i hk STS Philip Tonge | of Beatrice Straight it is an even| four acts by Hans Adler and Alexander | hit which Jane Cowl trouped profit- | {4 Continued from page 1 

Orchestra Directed by Frank Tours greater success. But as a property to| Lix. Music by Nico Dostal; settings by ‘ably through the strawhats last sum- ; 

pe Pa cares ‘ pay its own freight it just doesn’t Orchestme at onan ees ar Raimond Pet holds up fairly well on its |¢™mment will shortly approve con- 

This is a thoroughly delightful and | seam to have the basic sock. thontee, Viena stab AL Hatmune | Broadway return. The subject mat- | tinued remittances. 
pe py em > piece that brought a round The,story of Emily Dickinson and Countess Hella Lichtenau....Steffi Schaffel ter of divorce is still timely and the U. S. Minister to Greece has been 

Lt only for Jenkins’ masterful setting | Dek, unrequited romance with a) Cuumies Curla-.-.-.------5 08 Koenig |dialog is) up-to-date. There are |sympathetic on the film payments, 

i but for the tableau effect, lovely to| rem ae sc minister, be poe oe iced tosis)... anne adam ihart Vinee” ee a as has been the military mission ad- 

i behold and giving the impression of| withdrawn lite of the poetess, who | xine ‘diasia’ dani,” Pricdi tebe \Winnes |a little slow and thin, so though it | ministering U. S. aid to the country. 

i looking at a picture in an old family | shut herself up in her Amherst,| Kaiser, Hans Dumfort, Edi Hoim, Otto|shapes up to have a modest run, it | €y count American films as their 

4 album. The mourning costumes of | Yass. home in her mid-20’s and was | ™@""- isn’t likely to be a winner again. |Strongest weapon of propaganda in 

+ the ladies, and the period costumes | virtually never seen in public there- ‘ : ye ve P The play is never exciting, al-|their fight to combat the encroach- ; 
oe Mah Bre: in, Herter taste. after, Claimed that hitherto the), ype perme ly ie nprnrens though the excellent cast gives it a|ment of Communism. 

Family Album” tells a little tale | minister's descendants have guarded sth o_o Phys loceaagie in thie deceptive finish and sparkle. The} Most active in the campaign to 

of a family in old England, gathered | the fact h s the object of Miss| 2Uthors in the preem here of this | story centers around a devoted wif 
fi or : i le fact he was the obje S| operetta. which has already proven a oted wile, | feed and clothe the Greeks has been 
Hi tee a ncvinue: ing pe death. | Dickinson's life-long love out of | {Tin capacity by hundreds bf per. |“"° is discarded after 20 years for|spyros Skouras, prez of 20th-Fox 
4 our Cars » Of Fapa, who, erence to the memory of his wife. . ~|a young chippie, but rescues - a Dipod: pa eee 
+ it develops. was not the paragon of up ptf it's handled here with | formances in other countries. _ rant ae Seman Sout msde Seri who is of Greek origin. He has a 
i) | earme s virtue his family tries—at extreme discretion. there never bein h yaaa ee 4 pict appreciated when the second wife plans to give number of friends and relatives in 
‘ ean, reve him out. _ | a suggestion of an affair in the usua del beautiful thetme sonm ny | him the gate. The play follows con-|the film business there and they 
a ile Miss Lawrence looks lovely | sense. On the contrary, the minister | Qte's a& beautifu eme song, ;| ventional lines as wife No, 1 gets|have considerably helped the cause 
1p and sings strictly a la Lawrence, | comes out with increased stature. Search in Every Woman—Manina,” | the goods on No. 2 to straighten out |of the American industry 
aif = Action begins when Emily, the which, once heard, can't soon be for- | the situation, but has a switch at the ————— 
i high-spirited daughter of a stern taeg oat “he Pintty As tone Core, close as Lg taken-for-granted first |, ——— 
a |New England aristocrat, visits Rev. cs, , é spouse tells off the smug male 
1 SAMUEL FRENCH harles Wadsworth in his study after | C@tlina” and “I Only Want You”! Miss Cowl carries of 
i iertag? hepa’ hich “deliver a fiery are bound to be on every orchestra | all-wise first wife Sith authusieg F Oo R s A L E 
‘f = , " " » . oe , | . y | 
H PI e analata a sermon. She recognizes him immedi- Ce eee cag and charm, but occasionally marring |] REASONABLE. LIVING ROOM PENT- 
et ay, Drokers an ately as her intellectual dreamboat, - s the impression with her character- ; 
at ° ages ope : : standout. isti ene ; as | HOUSE SET BY FAMOUS DESIGNER. 
fi Authors’ Representatives pened wer herr vi tegane Aeragag _Adlerf and Lix contribute an ac- greces’ and. iihunines dir’ chee | EXCELLENT CONDITION. BOX 10, 
it a —_ oe a sew oe turn develops into a deep love. As a| egata ae about a ee woe |Henry Daniell is amusingly con- | VARIETY, 154 W. 46TH ST., NEW 
ait — wi : . . famil an and a man of God, he, in| 9Y convention, marries a King, and | trasted as the com e sel f- YORK 19. 
aoe — — H torment, any “breakat elt the in-| the night before marriage falls in | tained husband, 7 | oe 
‘ | creasingly dangerous affair and goes| /ove with a poet. The poet must) Scot, and he stays admirably in | ——— 
iB to California. Twenty years later he | leave the country but when the King | character throughout. Reginald Ma- | wee 
Y CLEVER COMPOSER 'returns to visit her to find that her | is exiled, the poet returns for a ,son, as his rival suitor for the ex: | Theatre Wanted ans 
i ‘love for him has never died: that it | happy ending. ; wife's uand, has an urbane, appeal- | i 
+ of many effective film and radio | | has on the contrary found expression | Steffi Schaffel and Rudolf Reimer ing style. || Anywhere, by all year Repertoir 
ik scores looking for producer who will | | in the lyrics that after her death mang pe —_ ene | Lesser roles are well handled, es- | Company with quest stars. Re- 
hi appreciate talent | were to prove her the greatest of | With Elle Koenig an ont Niessner | pecially by Frances Tannehill as | Vivals, new plays. Rent or per- 
: | American poetesses. | handling the dancing. Imhoff plays | wife No. 2. Her third-act bi G il BOX 
E : - ric ee os 2 act bit at the || centage. Give full details. 
hs Write Box 440, Variety | This is clearly a static situation de- | the comedian in old Vienna style and | phone, instructing her next-to-he in | 1257, Variety, 154 West 46th S¢.. 
aie 154 Wiest 46in Street, New Tork 17 |) manding ine audience's omniscient | the audiences are immensely pleased | the details of their runaway, is a New York. ‘ 
4 a Sissies awareness of the poetess’ position in | about that. Emil. | nitty. Kendall Clark gives an amus- 
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H. Allen Smith’s New Click 

There’s nothing “lo” or “low” 
about H. Allen Smith's high type of 
humor other than his titles, which 
run the gamut from “Totem Pole” 
to his newest, “Lo, the Former 
Egyptian” (Doubleday, $2). Re- 
counting a trek to the scenes of his 
childhood, Egypt, Ill, the now 
Squire of Mt. Kisco, N. Y., makes 
with over 200 pages of fun and 
frolic as he details his safari from 
the Rip Van Winkle @erritory to the 
southern tip of Ill With suitable 
asides and variations. 

As a former Egyptian (Ill, that 
is, not Nile), there’s nothing sphinx 
about his cockeyed travelog with 
more than a grain or twe of homely 
observation as he has compressed it 
into this, his latest. He dedicates it 
to his children, for whom he appar- 
ently has some sort of backhanded 
respect because, as he puts it, 
« |. whenever I chide them for 
misdeameanor, they grab up copies 
of my various books and wave them 
under my nose and cry: ‘YOU 
should talk!’” Just to keep it a 
family affair, incidentally, Madame 
Squire of Mt. Kisco is co-copyright 
owner, Nelle Smith ithe little 
woman) getting dual billing with 
Harry (that’s the H of it). Abel. 


Henry Ehrlich M. E. of Look Mag 


Henry Ehrlich, story-producer and | : ; 
| projects in the U. S., is being com- | 
|R. Bodo, of 


writer on the Look Magazine staff 
since Jan., 1946, is the new managing 
editor, succeeding Jack Guenther, 
killed in the recent crash near Bryce 
Canyon, Utah. He was formerly on 
the Boston Heraltd-Traveler and was 
assistant public relations officer 
with Gen. Mark Clark’s Fifth Army 
in Italy. 

He’s also been a contributor. to 
Saturday Evening Post and other 
mags, 





Chi Dailies Petition NLRB 

The Chicago Newspaper Publish- 
ers Assn., which represents the six 
local dailies, last Wednesday (5) pe- 
titioned the NLRB to intervene in 
their dispute with Local 16 of the 
Chicago Typographical union and 
the ITU, parent AFL organization. 

Publishers charge that, following 
expiration of the CTU contract Oct. 
21, the union proposed a “form” con- 
tract with provisions “repugnant to 
the laws of the U.-S.” as set forth in 
the Taft-Hartley Act. Since then, 
say the publishers, union members 
have resorted to slowdowns in an 
effort to coerce employer's into “cer- 
tain illegal practices.” 

Woodruff Randolph, prexy of ITU, 
is to huddle with the publishers this 
week, 





‘Saxen Charm” So-Se 

Frederick Wakeman’s “The Saxon 
Charm” (Rinehart; $2.75) is no 
“Hucksters” for the simple reason 
that the author doesn’t know his 
legit as he knows his radio. That's 
the prime difference between the 
former bestseller and this, his new- 
est, although from galley-proofs 
Universal Pictures bought it for 
$200,000 and it’s a wide-open secret 
just what legit producer Wakeman’s 
Matt Saxon is patterned after. It 
was also widely reported in intra- 
trade. circles that said legit impre- 
Sario was very het up about it; that 
other femme characters might be 
recognizable, etc., but sum and sub- 
stance is that.«(a) the inside siuff on 
the real-life personalities, whether 
accidental or coincidental, is ‘b) 
rather dull reading. 





Authors Guild's 1% Tax 

Regular assessment of 1% dn the 
on the earnings, in excess of $3,000 
a@ year, of members of the Authors 
Guild, has been approved by the or- 
&nization’s officers and council and 
submitted to the vote of the mem- 
bership. Measure. which would 
bring an estimated $40,000 income 
for the Guild, would become effec- 
tive as of last Oct. 1. Deadline for 
filing ballots is Nov. 28. 

_ The assessment would be in addi- 
tion to the present dues of $15 a 
year, and would apply against in- 
come (other than salary) from book 
royalties, fees for magazine or 
newspaper publication, radio, telc- 
Vision, dramatie and film rights. The 











| James Waterman Wise, whose “Tie 


‘land will take the photographs and 


lis to be finished next summer for 





| authoritatively. About 100 compos- 
ers gre bioed in the 500-page text, 





EXCHANGE 


Small, attractively furnished New 
York apt., neor Redie City, for a 
house of apt., Hollywood-Beverly 
Hills vicinity; 3 to 6 moaths. Dee 
iLewrence, Z Mayview Lane, Pese- 
denc, Cofif. S¥comcre 2-5255. 





assessment would be on the basis 
of income reports submitted by the 
members themselves. 

Pamphlet accompanying the bal- 
lots sent to the membership ex- 
plains that the Guild has for several 
years had an annual income of 
about $21,000 and expenses (includ- 
ing share of the Authors League 
budget) of $30,000. The Dramatists 
Guild, which has been paying the 
$9,000 annual deficit, will no longer 
do so. It’s figured that besides cov- 
ering this deficit, the estimated $40,- 
000 annual income would provide 
for various additional services for 
the members, 

Both the Dramatists Guild and 
the Radio Writers Guild have had 
a setup of dues and assessments for 
several years, 





Arch Obeoler’s RH Book 
Arch Oboler, currently working | 
on a new novel in Cornell, Calif., | 
will leave for Africa after the first | 
of the year on a hunting expedition. 
For past nine months he’s been 
writing a book scheduled for spring 
publication by Random House. 
Tentative title of “Ride on a Cherub” | 
has been switched to “Happy Holi- 
day.” 











Race Relations ‘Works’ 

“It Works,” a picture-documentary | 
book about successful race relations 
piled by Alexander Alland and/| 
Springfield Plan” (Viking) has sold 
20,000 copies. 

Collaborators will include ami- 
cable bi-raeial activities in the thea- 
tre, films and radio, which have de- 
veloped greatly in the last few years, 
in covering the subject nationally. 
As with the “Springfield” book, Al- 


Wise will write the text. Manuscript 


publication late in 1948. 
Musical Masterworks Book 

The Columbia Book of Musical 
Masterworks (Allen, Towne &| 
Heath) is a _ classical reference 
library for concertgoers, record- 
buyers and radio listeners. Volume, 
edited by Goddard Lieberson, is a 
well-written, non-technical guide to 
about 1,000 musical masterpieces in 
all forms (opera, concerto, sonata, 
cuartet), discussed fully, simply and 





and reference is made to recordings 
and artists involved in the various 
compositions, 





Jones’ 20th-Fox Sale 

Guy and Constance Jones, hus.» 
band-wife team, whose “Peabody's 
Mermaid” has just been completed 
by Nunnally Johnson for Universal 
Pictures, have had their new one, 
“There Was a Little Man,” bought by 
20th-Fox. Tyrone Power will do 
it. Johnson, incidentally, slightly* 
changed their title to “Peabody and 
the Mermaid,” which they admit is 
an improvement. 





Laney’s ‘Paris Herald’ 

Al Laney, N. Y. Heraid Trib sports 
seribe, has chronicled the story of 
the sheet’s European edition in the 
French capital. Tagged “Paris Her- 
ald,” the book gives a new slant on 
the Hemingway and Josephine 
Baker of yesteryear. 

Recently published by Appleton- 
Century, the tome delves into the 
history of some 50 years of the Paris 
Herald. Packed with Fourth Estate 
memoribilia, it also traces the high 
spots of the Herald’s newsgathering 
career as well as touching upon the 
exploits of the paper’s famed Paris 


|in which prominent laymen 


him a buildup, advance orders are 


pthe literati columnists are giving | PARES GERE S305 30. aes Saas i © Sento gmnamee 


surprisingly strong, and it’s a bit of 
a pleasant surprise all around to 
the publishers. 

Capote has been only published in 
anthologies of short stories, captur- 
ing a couple of prizes. 





Guild’s Indie Slate 

Independent slate, nominated by 
the Committee for Action, has been 
entered for the annual election of 
the Authors Guild. Instead of put- 
ting up an entire ticket for both the 
Guild council and as Guild represen- 
tatives on the Authors League coun- 
cil, the CA this year is backing only 
three nominees for the former posts 
and five for the latter. 

Nominees for Guild council to 
serve until 1950 are Helen Eustis 
Shirley Graham, and Dorothy Park- 
er, and for Guild reps on the League 
Council, te serve until 1949, Bret 
Halliday, Arthur Schisgall, Thomas 
Bell, Philip van Doren Stern and 
Dorothy Parker. 

The regular tickets, selected by the 
nominating committee, were pre- 
sented several weeks ago. The an- 
nual election and membership meet- 
ing, with absentee members~ voting 
by mail, will be Dec. 9 in New York. 





Cerf Sermonizing 

Bennett Cerf will turn radio pul- 
piteer to deliver’ a sermon on “Is 
Tolerance Enough?” next Sunday 
(16) at 9:15 a.m. over WOR, N. Y. 
Program is “Sermon of the Week,” 
read 
sermons prepared by leading clergy- 
men, 

Cerf’s was penned by Rev. John 
the Wolff Memerial 
Presbyterian Church, Newark. 

CHATTER 

Clayton Lawson, no longer 


whodunit dept. of Ziff-Davis, now 


;}at work on a play. 


Robert Block, author “The Scarf,” 
is an exec of the Gustav Marx ad 
agency in Milwaukee. 

Allen Chase’s new novel, “Black 
Star,” has been accepted for spring 
publication by Boni & Gaer. Author 
is a freelance screenwriter. 

W. Paul Cook, editor and co- 
proprietor of Driftwind Press, N. 
Montpelier, Vt., not in good health 
and turning down some orders. 


as editorial cartoonist for the In- 
dianapolis News to devote full time 


tributed by the Richardson Feature 
Syndicate, Indianapolis. 

Merritt F. Riblett, former assist- 
ant to T. J. White, president of the 
Chicago Herald-American, 


field (O.) News-Journal, succeeding 
R. J. Alander, who left last June. 

The real author of “Halo In 
Blood,” first published under nom- 
de-plume in a Ziff-Davis mystery 
mag, when Howard Browne was an 
editor there, is Browne in person. 
Recent reprint of same in a pocket 
book. 

Hillman will do a reprint of 
“Rope Neckties,” by John Wilstach, 
published originally by Robert M. 
McBride. Writer was co-author of 
“Wild Bill Hiekok,” which Cecil B: 
De Mille bought for the making of 
“The Plainsman.” 

Negotiations are underway for the 
merger of the New York Journal of 
Commerce and the Chicago Journal 
of Commerce. Agreement is ex- 
pected by the first of the year. The 
Chicago sheet carries a full dra- 
matic and nitery staff, which is 
scheduled to remain. 

The height of something is a new 
book at a century note a throw, lim- 
ited to edition of 800 copies, “Into 
the Night Life,” by Arthur Miller 
and Bezalel Sehatz, with a blend of 
wierd and_ surrealistic drawings. 
Said to be a “radical departure from 
tracitional book making.” 

Helen Colton, former Vanirry 





gossip columnist, Sparrow Robert- 
son, who died in 1941 at the ace 
of 86. 





Chi Theatre Yearbook 

Chicago is getting its own edition 
of a theatrical yearbook next month, 
when the Chicago Stagebill issues 
the first volume on the Chi legit séa- 
son, 1946-47. Bill Leonard, drama | 
critic of Chi Journal of Commerce, | 
has compiled a statistical record of | 
more than 1,600 shows that have! 
played the Loop since 1922. 

Boek will list dates, Casts, 
atres. authors, producers and length 
of engagements. 
Capote’s Buildup 
those surprise 


the- 
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One of 











i old author, whose first novel, “Other 
Voices, Cther Roenis,” isi7t due vfi 
the press wntil Januery. But al- 
ready he has gotten a page in Life, 


film 


interests, | 
akin to “smelling out” a hit show, is | 
| being experienced by Random House | 
| with Truman Capote, new 23-year- | 


mugg in Newark, has an article on 
costuming in the November 
issue of Mademoiselle, which is de- 
voted to screen personalities. The 
Hollywood and Los Angeles librarics 
have arranged film costume exhibits 
in connection with Miss Colion’s 
article. 

Louis Bromfield has informed the 
Ohio Sesquicentennial Committce 
that he is planning a new historical 
novel about Ohio, and will get down 
to actual writing by next June. Two 


'of his previous books, “The Farm” 


and “Pleasant Valley,” have an Ohio 
locale> The novelist lives at Mans- 


| fie'd, O. 
George Stewart, 


whose “Storm” 
|; was a Book of the Month selection, 
is having a sequel, “Fire,” 
out by the same publisher, Random 
House. RH plens a book on the en- 
tire saga of Army-Notre Dame re'a- 
tions, with beaucoup photes, the 
Steiy of Kiwic Rockne, eic.. and 
forewords by nective football 
coaches, Lee and Blaik, 


with | 


Charles (Doc) Kuhn has resigned | 


to his “Grandma” comic strip, dis- | 


has be- | 
come general manager of the Mans- | 


brought | 


SCULLY’S SCRAPBOOK 


By Frank Scully ~+++++++++++0++4 


Ethics Fells, N. J., Nov. 5. 

One of the few proofs emanating from the various attempts to prove 
that Hollywood pictures crawl with subversive activities can be found in 
a current Ginger Rogers comedy, “It Had To Be You.” As Mile. Rogers 
enjoys the right to cross-examine scripts and probably consults her mother 
in everything she does, this one will take a lot of explaining. 

A young man engaged to marry Ginger is discussing with his obviously 
rich father the question of honor. 

“Bah,” blasts the ill-tempered coupon-clipper, “you can buy a lot of 
honor for $3,000,000!” 

Personally, I think the price is rather high even with inflation balloon- 
ing us all to glory. 

The most infamous corruption of honor in the Christian era involved 
| only 30 pieces of silver. From 30 bucks to three millions is a terrific tilt 

It's something a committee alarmed about unAmerican activities should 
|investigate. Or is bribery, what with black markets, under-the-table 
deals and bonuses, accepted now as part of the American way of life? 

Who Bribes Muggs? 

I ask because in all my years I was offered a bribe only once. It 
offered by bankers no less. Seems one of them had clipped a Hollywood 
dentist of his life savings and he, driven crazy over the loss, had clipped 
one of them in return in the soft tissue below the sacroiliac with two 
shots from an old Colt .45. 

Subsequently the bankers got the orthodontist clinked as criminally in- 
;sane. Within a few years it was obvious to examining psychiatrists that 
| the dentist was now sane, but the bankers managed to keep him con- 

fined through succeeding administrations for 20 years. 

~Seems they had learned by grapevine that the dentist was up for dis- 
| charge again. They told the whole sorry story and added that they feared 
| if he were released and allowed to return to Hollywood, his old associa- 
| tions would stir up the lesion in his bankroll and he'd shoot both of them 


| this time. 
Obviously they had been living in continual fear for 20 years. 
“Listen,” I said. “You guys are sensibly operating on the theory that 
every man has his price. You're right.” 
| They both smiled, relieved. 
| “But it’s not always in money,” I added. 
|'my kids on the head. Or the praise you heap on my books. 
| kindness to people you've been cruel to. 
“Now, take this dentist. I’ve checked on him. He's a sweet old man 
and highly skilled in his craft. If you think he should net return to the 
seene of the shooting you can do two things: you can move to another 
state, or you can return his money with interest and we will set him up, 
say, in Florida—3,000 miles from the scene of his bitterest memories.” 
So we released the dentist. That was eight years age and he hasn't shot 
anybody since. 
I'm sorry to report, though, that both the bankers have long since died 
| of fright. 
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“It may be the way you pet 
Or your 


Reading Trick Of the Year 


One picture, not involved in the political investigation but put on the 
condemned list for.moral reasons by the Legion of Decency, also claims 
staggering grosses wherever played so far. It has been plugged on. the 
|air, in ads, on blimps, everywhere, as a picture containing everything 
the book presented. Its hucksters even claim the book has been read by 
80,000,000 readers. 
| Even Walter Winchell’s front-runners do not claim he is read by more 
| people than there-are readers. All they claim is that everybody who buys 





a paper carrying Winchell’s column reads Winchell. 

| The general defense for this sort of thing is that 80,000,000 readers can’t 
| be wrong. Producers trail along with this contention. Thus when agents 
begin to peddle such a property. they play hard on the pre-sold audience 
| appeal.- It seems there are always three other studios willing to hock 
| their shirts for the picture rights, but they lack the high quality of pro- 
duction of this particular producer who is being asked to pay $300,000 
| instead of $250,000 for the privilege of putting a high class sheen on this 
two dollar dame. Thus a panic is manufactured, and the race is to the 
swift. The next step is up to the producer. It’s his job to clean up the 
story and still convince the public it’s all there on the screen, just as it 
was in the book, but in Technicolor. The next job is to herd the peasants 
into mile-long queues. 

The Code of Honor 


Even those who refuse to trade their ethics in for a Cadillac cannot 
help but be impressed by big figures. Producers, however, are pledged 
net to succumb to this human frailty. In 1924 they signed an agreement 
to avoid picturization of books and plays’ which could be produced only 
after such changes as would leave the film predueer subject to charges of 
deception. They further agreed to avoid using titles which were indica- 
tive of a kind of picture which could not be produced. 

They fortified this with further resolutions in 1927 and had their dozing 
ethics prodded anew when the Legion of Decency was formed in 1933. By 
1934 they drew up a preduction code which would ban forever the buy- 
ing of dirty books, no matter how badly they were written nor how well 
they sold. 

Since then they have spent millions presumably policing their own 
seripts, with an end result that by 1947 they are buying banned books, 
ballyhooing them as containing everything in the pieture versions the 
books contained, defying condemnation by moral forces and even calling 
dewn the wrath of these forces, one of which has the spiritual custody 
ef 20,000,000 souls in its keeping. 

Moral: Den’t Be Amoral _ 

In this fight between good and evil somebody has to give way. Proe- 
ducers who ignore their own self-imposed censorship now find their prod- 
uct being boycotted in a two-day drive to force them back into the fold. 
They are being told that millions of young people will not patronize any 
of their pictures for at least two months as a result of insisting en the 
making and the’ releasing of one bad one. In the other direetion their 
releasing, distributing and exhibiting outlets are being told,that unless 
they yank certain proscribed pictures immediately off the screen, their 
houses will be boycotted not for two months but for a year. And, finally, 
a publisher with a powerful string of papers across the country has come 
eut fer federal censorship of motion pictures. 

This is the ultimate proof of industrial impotence on the meral level, 
for none of these people believe that bureaucracy is a better way of life 
than individual self-improvement. Hacn't producers better stop belicving 
that you can buy a lot of honor for $3,000,000 and go into prodvcing pic- 
tures (whieh may cost evcn $3,000,000), proving that yeu can’t buy it at 
any price, and if you try you'll find you were hooked and can never get 
off the hook this side of hell? . 

Stil Hunting An Ancel 

It’s a cinch that people who go to a picture expecting to get- visual proof 
of the pornography they had read in print are going to get all burned up 
when they don't get what they paid for They are going to get even sorer 
when prices are tilted from 50c to $1.20 and they don't get what they are 
promised. They are going to remain sore for years when they have to 
fork up 55¢ instead of 14c te get their kids in a Neighborhood house, offfy 
to learn that neither they nor their kids are being corrupted to the degree 
they were promised in the ads. 

All these people may be a lot of sheep, but the time may come wh:n 
they scram to the hills at the sight of the shears and never return to a 
civilization which is proving itself more lousy than the sheep it would 
shear. . 

This epimion can't be bought, but it might be lured inte a deal by wider 
distribution. 

i Anybody got $3,000,000? 
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at gg entre ae 
uis Ryd vertising mana: 
of tasers for over 20 years, died 
suddenly of @ heart attack at his 
home, 969 Park avenue, New York, 
Sunday night (9). He was 53. Wife, 
four brothers and a sister survive. 
Details on page 4. 


CECIL HUMPHREYS 

Humphreys, 64, stage and 
film player who last appeared in 
Universal's forthcoming “Mortal 
Coils,” died Nov. 6 in New York. 
With his acting career spanning 
some 47 years, he scored perhaps 





Cecil 


OBITUARIES 





|to Hollywood in 


years as boxoffice treasurer for 
the Percy Williams’ vaude theatres, 
stepping into his initial show to fill 
a vacant role in an emergency. He 
played in “Norway” during its N. Y. 
run and on the road and had been 
hired for this season, but his failing 
health kept him from joining the 
company. 





MABEL VAN BUREN 


Mabel Van Buren, 69, former stage 
and screen actress, died Nov. 4 in 
Hollywood after a short illness. 
Following a legit career, she moved 
1914 and -played 


his greatest stage success in “Tovar- | leading roles in early Cecil B. De- 


ich.” produced by Gilbert Miller. 


Mille pictures, notably “The Man 


A native of Cheltenham, England,| From Home” and “The Girl of the 


Humphreys made his London debut | Golden West.” Her retirement in 1941 


in 1916 at the Palace theatre in 
“Madame Butterfly.” Subsequently 
he joined a traveling repertory com- 
pany and while in South Africa wed 
Gladys Mason, another member of 
the company. Later the couple came 
to the U. S. for an engagement in 
“Fanny's First Play” at the New 
theatre. 

Among other productions in which 
he was seen were “Romance,” “Para- 





followed the death of her hdsband, 
James Gordon, Shakespearean actor. 
A daughter, Kay Van Buren, actress, 
and a granddaughter survive. 





JOHN GORMLEY 


John Gormley, 80, manager for 
nearly 40 years of Music Hall, Mor- 
risburg, Ont., died Oct. 29 in Ottawa 
hospital. Besides booking legit into 
he also booked in 


the Music Hall, 


Jim Kenvdis 
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sites,’ “The Pelican,” “The Doctor’s 


Dilemma,” “The Patriots” and 
“Angel Street.” More recently he 
had trouped with Gertrude Law- 
rence in “Pygmalion.” His film 
roles, aside from “Mortal Coils,” in- 
cluded “Wuthering Heights” and 
“Desire Me.” 

Wife and a son, Peter, also an 


actor, survive. 





ELEANOR PAINTER 


Mrs. Charlés H. Strong, the for- 
mer Eleanor Painter, star of drama, 
musical comedy and opera before 
her retirement in 1931, died Nov. 4 
in Cleveland. Early in her career, 
Victor Herbert wrote “Princess Pat” 
for her and she appeared in it in 
1915 and 1916. 

Between 1917 and 1924, she started 
inja series of productions fanging 
from operettas to straight dramas, 
including “Art and Opportunity,” 
“Glorianna,” “The Climax,” “Flora- 
dora,” “The Last Waltz,” “The Exile” 
and “The Chiffon Girl.” She made 
her debut in grand opera in Berlin 
and for two years toured Germany 
in lead roles in “Carmen,” 
“Madame Butterfly,” “Faust” and 
“La Boheme.” In 1931, when 
she married Major Charles H. 
Strong, head of a Cleveland depart- 
ment store, she was prima donna of 





LILLIAN KENDIS 


early roadshow films, preeming 
house’s screen policy with “Birth of 
a Nation,’ “Confession,” 
ance,” ete. 


Sister, brother and one son, Paul | 


Gormley, 
survive. 


Vanietr’s Ottawa mugg. 


RICHARD W. CULL 

Richard W. Cull, 63, since 1935 
news director of WHIO, Dayton, 
died of a heart attack Nov. 3, in 
Dayton. : 

He was in newspaper work for 
many years, serving on the Cleve- 
land Plain Dealer from 1915 to 1922, 


then rejoining the Cox chain of 
newspapers as editorial director. 
This group included the Dayton 
News, Canton News, Springfield 
News, all in Ohio, and the Miami 
(Fla.) News. 

His wife, two sons, and four 


daughters survive. 





JOHN BALDENSPERGER 


John Baldenspgrger, exhibitor and 
the father of Harry H. Balden- 
sperger, owner of the Utopian the- 
atre in Sheffield. Pa., died last week 
in that place. He had been a resi- 
dent of Sheffield for many years and 
had operated a hotel there since be- 
fore the outbreak of World War I. 

He opened and operated the Utopia, 


IN FOND MEMORY OF MY BELOVED DAUGHTER 


MARIE SAXON 


Who Died Nov. 12, 1941 





the San Francisco and Philadelphia 
Opera companies. 

Husband and three brothers sur- 
Vive. 


ALEX 8. ROBB 
Alex S. Robb. 58, NBC executive 
for 18 years, died Nov. 6 in his sleep 
at his West Los Angeles home after 


_ & long illness. He had been inactive 


for the past two years following a 
stroke. 

Robb entered show business as 
@ minstrel blackface and for many 
years was end man with Honey Boy 
Evans. He later turned to radio and 
became the first manager of Amos 
n’ Andy, then Sam ’n’ Henry, on a 
small Chicago station. In 1929 he 
became manager 
Service Bureau in Chicago and 10 
years later moved to Hollywood in 
that capacity. With the dissolution 
of the Artists Service, he was placed 
in charge of program and talent 
Sales, continuing until his fatal ill- 
ness. 

Wife and daughter, radio actress 
Mary Lee Robb, survive, 

DUDLEY CLEMENTS 

Dudley Clements, 58, legit actor 
Who last appeared in the Broadway 
Production of “Song of Norway,” died 
Nov. 4 in New York. He had been 
lil several months with a heart ail- 
ment, 


Clements became an actor after 11 


of NBC’s Artists | 








PAULINE SAXON 


but later turned the theatre business 
over to his son. 
CHARLES F. MEINKEN 

Charles F. Meinken, 69, violinist 
and orchestral librarian at WLS, 
Chicago, died Nov. 6 in that city. 
Meinken was first violinist in the 
Chicago Symphony orch until 1910, 
when he left to join the Chicago 
Opera company. In 1922 he began 
working in radio. 

Wife and two daughters survive. 
WILLIAM R. LODGE 
William R. Lodge, 72, general 
manager and treasurer of the old 
Silver Lake Amusement park near 


Akron, O., died Nov. 2 in that city. | 


He retired in 1918, when the park 
was discontinued. 
MARTIN OLIAN 
Martin Olian, Warner Bros. ward- 
robe department purchaser and a 
studio employee for 17 years, died 
of a heart attack Nov. 8 in Holly- 
wood. 
Wife and daughter survive. 
Mother of Edwin J. Moriarity, as- 
sistant sales manager for Metro in 
Pittsburgh, died revently after a long 
illness. Another son and two daugh- 
ters also survive. 
Father of Edward J. Degray, as- 
sistant manager of WBT, Charlotte, 
§ fT ‘ 2° 


N. C., died Nov. 3 in Brooklyn. Wife, 
five othe? sons and three daughters 
survive. 

Mrs. Phil Engel, wife of United 
Artists’ New England field. repre- 
sentative, died in her home in 
Boston, Nov. 7. She had been in 
ill health for several years. 





Father of Larry Greib, of the City 
Investing Co., which owns the Astor, 
Bijou, Morosco and other Broadway 
theatres, died Nov. 4 in New York. 





Father, 77, of Bill Liebow, opera- 
tor of the International hotel, 
Panama, and Ciro’s, Colon, died 
Nov. 1 in New York. 





Sam Zabelin, 59, father of Leo 
Zabelin, Chi Variery staffer, died 
Oct. 28 in Chicago. Wife, daughter 
and another son_also survive. 


MARRIAGES 


Martha Montgomery to Alfred 
Newman, Beverly Hills, Cal, Nov. 6. 
Bride is a screen actress; he’s musi- 
cal director at 20th-Fox. 


Sherlee Weingarten to Stephen 
Alexander, New York. Nov. 7. Bride 
is casting assistant for Theatre Guild; 
he’s director of television for Uni- 
versal-International Pictures. 


Marian Spies to Clarence Brown, 
Port Washington, L. 1, Nev. 9. He’s 
the Metro director. 


Barbara Jones to Don Pryor, 
Washington, D. C., Nov. 9. Bride is 
assistant to director of the Voice 
America for the State Dept.; he’s 
i|CBS Washington newscaster. 
Marilyn Rothenberg to Milt Som- 


berg, New York, Nov. 8 He's mem- 
ber of Warner Bros. h.o. publicity 














“Intoler- ! 


staff. 
| Betty Bauer to Jule Stern, in New 
York, Oct. 26. Groom is professional 
manager of Broadcast Music Inc. 
music staff. Bride is non-pro. 
Louise’"Pfund to Andy Ryan, Bev- 
erly Hills, Cal.. Nov. 6 Bride is a 
screen publicist. 





BIRTHS 


Mr. and Mrs. Max Arnold, daugh- 
ter, Pittsburgh. Nov. 6 Father's a 
theatre owner there. 

Mr. and Mrs. Ed Rickey. son, Pitts- 
burgh, Nov. 1. Father's on staff of 
Carnival Lounge, Pitt nitery. 

Mr. and Mrs. Mark Hendrix, son, 
Los Angeles, Nov. 1. Father is a 
Fox West Coast theatre manager. 


Mr. and Mrs. Tim Herbert. son, 
New York, Nov. 7. Father is the 
vaude comic. 

Mr. and Mrs. Bud _ Braybill, 
daughter, Los Angeles, 
Father is a cameraman. 


Mr. and Mrs. Sherman Hayes, 
daughter, Chicago, Nov. 2. Father 
is bandleader; mother is Dell Wel- 
come, his former vocalist. 

Mr. and Mrs, W. J. Cummings, son, 
Sumter, S. C.. Oct. 25. Mother is 
former Fred Waring vocalist, Donna 
Dae. 








| Foreign Censors | 
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troubles of all American films 
abroad—which is plenty—but cen- 
sor troubles as weH, which is keep- 
ing them out of many countries en- 
tirely. 

“Born to Kill,” RKO’s Lawrence 
Tierney-starrer, and “Brute Force,” 
Mark Hellinger’s Universal produc- 
tion, have’ been suffering particu- 
larly from the _ blue-peneillers 
abroad, as they have, in fact, to a 
lesser degree in this country. Chief 
objection is that brutality and law- 
lessness on the screen encourages 
same sort of activity in the native 
population. 

Embassies and consulates abroad— 
and even reps of the Motion Picture 
Assn.—have been making no effort 
to help the crime pix out of their 
local difficulties. In their view, the 
fewer shown the better for the U. S., 
so they consider the censor a friend 
rather than an antagonist. 


As a matter of fact, MPA’s “se- 





lectively” unit in New York, which 
passes on all pix for showing abroad, 
is starting to kayo all the rough- 
stuff pix before they get to the other 
side. Most of the major companies 
are cooperative. Indies, often depend- 
ent on foreign income for a profit and 
with no backlog to draw upon if 
their pic is nixed, have been making 
a tougher fight to get past the MPA 
eagle-eyes. 

MPA’s Coast unit, the Motion Pic- 
ture Producers Assn. is active on the 





other end to discourage the gangster 
films. It tries to avoid losses for the 


atita 


producers by heading off before 
they’re made those films which are 
bound to run into trouble with cen- 
sors er put the U. S. in a bad light 
abroad. 

This is one of the principal factors 
involved in the present difficulty of 
the Lou Goldberg-Jack Pegler unit 
in getting biog of Al Capone past the 
Joe Breen office. 


Booking Dearth 


Continued from page 1! 





produced during the winter, theatres 
may be bidding for attractions rather 
than the reverse. 

Stopgap bookings are being made 
in order to keep some houses ten- 
anted, one instance being “The First 
Mrs. Fraser,” at the Shubert, that 
spot being allocated to “High Button 
Shoes,” now at the Century. “The 
Voice of the Turtle.” Beck, will re- 
place “How I Wonder” at the Hudson 
Nov. 23, no new production being 
available for that house. Playhouse, 
which has Edith Piaf and a French 
vaude show, may go dark when the 
imported attraction departs Nov. 29. 
“Turtle” is getting moderate grosses, 
but sufficient to provide a profit both 
ways, having a three-person cast. It 
moved from the Morosco to make 


Broadway, “Oklahoma” being num- 
slot. 


made because “Anthony and Cleo- 
patra” (Katharine Cornell and Ged- 
frey Tearle) arrives Nov. 26 at the 
Beck. “Call Me Mister” is adver- 
tising its last weeks but no fresh at- 





Nov. 6.) 


traction 
booked to follow it at the Plymouth. 





is known to have been} 








| Jergens Fretting 
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in New York, John Heagland, ac- 
count exec for the show at the Rob- 
ert W. Orr agency, said the middle 
commercial will stay in except when 
there’s some special occasion to fore- 
go it.) 

In a recent attack on Russia’s An- 
drei Vishinsky, Winchell rode rough- 


Jergens’ plug and pushed announcer 
Jim Bannon aside. He also warned 
those in the control booth to give 
him the right-of-way once he had 
warmed up to his subject. ‘(Effect 
on many 


keep talking” remarks on the air 
was that he was about to spring 
something possibly censorable.) 

Winchell] is reported to have told 
Robert Orr, “When I've got some- 
thing important to say I'm not pull- 
ing up for whistle-stop commercials.” 
It’s understood, however, that Jer- 
gens, who’s currently on the Coast, 
not only isn’t pleased with the idea 
of entirely eliminating the middle 
commercial, but also is not happy 
over 
broadcasts to such subjects as Vi- 
shinsky. Sponsor would rather, it’s 
said, that the gabber stuck to his 
dot-and-dash news. roundup and 
brief editorializing. 











Hope-Luckman 
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other barrel. If Hope wants to travel 
the show it'll be eontrary to his 
wishes but in any event the line 
charges and incidental expenses will 
have to be borne by him. There was 
something said to the effect “we'll 
see about that.” : 

James Saphier, radio agent for 
Hope, left hurriedly last week for 


deal which was patently a cover-up. 
From the east come reports that he’s 
talking with other sponsors. Where 
trade execs gather there is little dis- 
sent to the general feeling that Hope 
won't be selling Pepsodent next 
season. 


Hope Off Nov. 18 


Hope will be missing trom his 
Pepsodent broadcast next Tuesday 
(18) due to delayed sailing of the 
Queen Mary for London. Kt was 
originally planned to air the show 
from London, as well as the broad- 
cas* of the following week, but tieup 
in London sailing for N. Y. caused 
the hurried revision. 

It's* likely that a substitute show 
will be broadcast from Hollywood 
as there have been no plans for fiy- 
ing Hope or his writers to London. 








Show of Dec. 1 will com> from N. Y. 


shod over what was to have been |; 


listeners of Winchell’s | 
“don’t cut me off” and “I'm going to | 


Winchell. confining’ entire 


New York, ostensibly on a television | 





Hot 'n’ Cold Diskers 
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same salary express track they were 
flagged onto by an onrushing hit, 
though they no longer run under 
a full head of steam, 

This situation is beginning to re- 
flect itself in radio bookings. It was 
not long ago when a Click record 
raade a solid springboard for launch- 
ing the vocalist into a series of guest 
dates and perhaps lining up the 
disk personality for a permanent spot 
on a commercial series, but now the 
talent buyers are inclined to wait 
and see what follows. 

A good example of the previous 
mode of branching out was Peggy 
Lee. Living im. virtual retirement, 
even though she had cut a couple 
platters for Capitol during this pe- 
riod, Miss Lee suddenly found her- 
self the center of trade attention via 
a single new tune, “I Dont Know 
Enough About You.” The recording 
of this number sufficed to gain her a 
nod from Bing Crosby, make her 
worthy of a series on Chesterfield’s 
“Supper Club,” a flock of other guest 
radio dates and six weeks at the Par- 
amount, N. Y. From then on it was 
easy sailing for her. as far as sus- 
tained radio commercial attachments 
and nitery dates were concerned. 

Other instances that might be cited 


way for “The Druid Circle” and is| are Ted Weems’ catapulting out of 
the second longest-running show on/ the dimmed spotlight as the result 
lof a revived recording of “Heart- 
ber one and “Harvey” in the third | aches, 
|with “Peg ©’ My Heart,” and 
; 3 Ba é I Siestiafs teeestiies @ ‘with “Temp- 
“Turtle” move this time is to be | *"8t€s xoflice surge with mp 


the Harmonicats’ emergence 
Red 


tation.” 


| Vaude Comeback 
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formers—as against bands—are evi- 
j} dence enough to the vet showman. 
| The manner in which the Florida 
lniteries are going berserk on sal- 
aries for names; the upbeat’ of solid 
| variety performers for the presenta- 
| tion theatres, blacking-out the freak 
|radio and disk draws, and the like, 
| indicate to Stein that vaude has a 
| real chance for a comeback. 
|} He was first struck with that re- 
cently when an old-school trampo- 

line act toured with Spike Jones’ 
| “concert” at $3.60 top. The fact that 
the Jonesites could get that scale in 
itself was a revelation to Stein, 
| He's struck with the impact.of the 
| most mediocre turns over television, 
}apparently pleasing the at-home 
| customers. 

Then yen to Jaugh was evidenced 
to him at recent sports events—Al 
Schacht’s routine at the World 
Series; the most sephomoric antics 
}at college and pro football games, 
| ete. 

Stein feels that if the picture 
grosses ever Start to dip in a real 
manner, vaudeville might well be 
the lifesaver at the boxoffice, instead 
of the former giveaways, banko, etc. 


Chevalier’s 22:6 
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emrmamme er 
which normally rufsS\to 35% of the 
gross and includes stageéhands, treas- 
urers, etc; advertising as well as the 
normal expenses such as commis- 
sions, 

However, Chevalier, by necessity, 
must stick mainly to his one-man 
shows in legit houses because of the 
| prestige involved. 

The Copa deal is the highest 
guarantee ever given a single per- 
former in a nitery, exceeding that 
obtained by Danny Kaye who got a 
$20,000 guarantee plus a percentage 
at the same spot last year. 

Originally, Chevaner was slaied to 
Zo in at $10,000 plus 50% of the 
gross after expenses had been de- 
ducted. However, Arthur Lesser, 
' Chevalier’s producer, found that it 
would be difficult to determine the 
exact amount of the cafe’s expenses 
consequently the change in deal. 

















‘Brigadoon’ 
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investors and a like amount to the 
producer. 

“Brigadoon” was cited among 
Burns Mantle’s “Ten Best Plays of 
the Season, 1946-'47,” the first time a 
musical has been included in his an- 
nual listings since “Of Thee I Sing.” 

“Allegro,” the seascn’s costliest 
musical, is earning approximately 
$8,000 weekly. It was budgeted at 
$250,000 under the corporate name 
of Surrey Productions, and on the 
Lhasie of ite canacity pace will have 


recaptured its investment in six 
‘months. 
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“Personal Management 
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